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Instructions for the Garden Bird Survey

Choose a survey area of about 3.1 hectares (equivalent to a circle of 100 metre radius) around or near your house or workplace or some other place
of interest which you will survey regularly. Only include birds you observe within your survey area. There is no altitude limit, and there is no
requirement for the birds to be “using” the area. Only record observations of species whose identification you are sure of. If in doubt, leave it out.

Record observations in weeks. There is a column for each week. The start date for each week is at the top of each column. The survey year starts on
3 July and finishes with the week starting 26 June the following year. For each species observed (heard or seen), record the maximum number of
individuals occurring in the site at any one time within that week. When you do not know the exact number, record your best conservative estimate.

Write at most one number for each species per week (and, if applicable, a breeding code), no zeroes, dashes, ticks, or crosses. If you do not observe a
species in a week, just leave the space blank. If you do no observing in a week, cross out the date at the top of the column but leave the rest of the
column blank. There is a row for each species. 50 common species are listed and there is room for 18 other species. If you run out of room you can
put additional species on a separate sheet of paper or ask for a second chart. For convenience you can write the day of the week that observations
start in the box provided. Note that in leap years the day of the week changes from 5 March onward.

Record any breeding activity. Use the first applicable code from the codes: ny - nest with young; ne - nest with eggs; fs - bird seen carrying a faecal
sac; on - bird on or seen leaving a nest; nb - nest building; cf - bird seen carrying food to a probable nest site; dy - dependent young; ih - inspecting
hollow; di - courtship display; co - copulation.

Return the completed chart to COG as soon as possible after 30 June. Electronic alternatives to this chart are available. For more information email:

gbs@canberrabirds.org.au.
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202 Australian Wood Duck

957] Rock Dove

043| Crested Pigeon

179 Australian White Ibis

224| Wedge-tailed Eagle

133| Masked Lapwing

267] Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo

268 | Gang-gang Cockatoo

273 Galah

2711 Little Corella

269 Sulphur-crested Cockatoo

254 Rainbow Lorikeet

281| Australian King-Parrot

282 Crimson Rosella

288 Eastern Rosella

295| Red-rumped Parrot

347] Eastern Koel

2421 Southern Boobook

322| Laughing Kookaburra

679] Satin Bowerbird

529 Superb Fairy-wren

4881 White-browed Scrubwren

465] Weebill

486| Yellow-rumped Thornbill

475| Brown Thornbill

565| Spotted Pardalote

976\ Striated Pardalote

591] Eastern Spinebill

614] Yellow-faced Honeyeater

617] White-eared Honeyeater

634| Noisy Miner

638] Red Wattlebird

645| Noisy Friarbird

424 Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike

398 Golden Whistler

671] Olive-backed Oriole

702] Grey Butcherbird

705] Australian Magpie

694] Pied Currawong

361| Grey Fantail

364 | Willie Wagtail

930 Australian Raven

415] Magpie-lark

093] White-winged Chough

574] Silvereye

357 Welcome Swallow

991 Common Blackbird

999] Common Starling

998] Common Myna

995]| House Sparrow
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