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The Weddin mountains in drought 
Last November, at the height of the 
drought, I t ravell ed t o t he Weddin Mts  
National  P ark with  Brisbane-based 
nature writ er Tim  Low. Tim is  parti cu-
larl y int erest ed i n the ways  nature re-
sponds  and adapts  to  human induced 
landscape change and the t rip  gave 
plenty of food for thought . He also had 
a number of bi rds  he was keen t o see. 
Top of his list  was Superb P arrot , 
gregarious and easy to  see at  spots  all  
the way from Murrumbateman to  the 
Grenfell si de of Young, and cl early a 
farmland adapting species. He arri ved 
in C anberra at the time of the great  
Pai nted Ho ney eater hunt but it  com-
plet ely  eluded us  –  despit e searching 
Campbell  P ark and the many roadside 
mistletoe stops  we made. All  t hat  j ui cy 
mistl etoe wasn’t going t o wast e, 
though, as Superb P a rrots were seen 
foraging amongst  it  at  several  stops  
along the road. Behind Grenfell t own 
in some fai rly  degraded scrubl and, we 
found a pai r of Turquois e Pa rro ts  – 
and dramati c evidence of drought  
movements with  l arge mixed flocks  of 
White-bro w ed and Mas ked  Woo ds -
wall ow s  foraging for insects  around a 
rapidly drying waterhol e. Whenever 
they t emporaril y  dispersed, there was  a 

flock of about  70 F airy  Ma rti ns  ready 
to pounce on t he scraps . 
The l andscape at  the national  park was  
pretty  dismal with  ample evidence of 
severe kangaroo and wall aby damage. 
Kangaroos were everywhere and wal -
labi es  were much more visibl e t han 
usual.  A few sheep foraged for weeds  
in the forest ed fri nges but  thei r num-
bers were obviously down. The vast  
majorit y of the bird activity  was  seen 
outside the nati onal  park, parti cul arly  
in t he Callit ris  woodlands  of the Bimbi  
Stat e F orest  and adjoining privat e land. 
Again, we saw mixed flocks  of Whi te-
bro w ed and Mas ked Wo o ds wall o ws  , 
with  a few Bla ck-faced Wo o ds wal -
lows , but  thi s  time in  t hei r thousands , 
const antly  circli ng to  l and on open 
farmland where they appeared to  be 
methodically  stirring up i nsect s from 
the littl e remaining grass  and topsoil . 
In  eucalypt  foliage they appeared t o  be 
actively  leaf gl eaning. The very few 
D us ky  Wo o ds wall ow s we saw kept  
thei r dist ance between these spect acu-
lar and noi sy swarms . A small number 
of Bl ue Bo nnets  were seen in  t he same 
area. The fence line l eading to  the 
camp ground was home during our 
stay to  a pair of vocal  and 
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behaviourally  hawk-li ke P alli d C uck-
oos , whil e a Spotted Ha rri er spl en-
didly displ ayed over the adj acent  pad-
docks . 
The robins and seed-eat ers  were con-
fined almost  exclusively t o  the C allitri s  
immediat ely south of the park bound-
ary, ironi cally , where bl ack cypress  
had been fell ed and l eft  lying for fod-
der, or t o  enhance the commerci all y  
valuabl e whit e cypress . Every bl ade of 
grass  not protect ed by fall en corrals  of 
dead black cypress  limbs and twigs  had 
been demolished by t he kangaroos  and 
sheep, but  in  t hese littl e oases  seeding 
grasses  were at l east  growing, if not  
flourishing, and the bi rds  were in  thei r 
el ement . Specked Wa rbl ers, Di a -
mo nd Fi retails , Superb Fai ry-w rens , 
Pea ceful  Do ves, Y ello w , R ed-ca pped 
and Hoo ded Ro bi ns , a very vocal  and 
visibl e Gil bert’s  Whi ster, R ufo us  
Whis tlers , R ufo us  So ngla rks , Buff-
rum ped and Yell o w Thornbill s and a 
C hestnut-rum ped Hea thw ren (i n  
enti rely t he wrong habit at we thought ), 
C uckoo  Shri kes and trill ers , White-
bro w ed Ba bbl ers  and rosell as  were all  
active i n t hese ti ny isl ands of veget a-
tion. Bro w n Treecreepers were curi -
ously  absent  until  a small  party  ap-
peared on our l ast  morning in  the park.  
There were few honeyeat ers  in  thi s  
area –  mainly t he l arge and gregarious  
vari ety , Bl ue-fa c ed and  Spi ny -
cheeked Ho ney eaters , Red Wa ttl e-
bi rds  and a few friarbi rds around the 
camp ground and at  Seatons  F arm 
where the old avenue of silky oaks  
were in  flower. Thi s  was  t o  change 
quit e dramati call y with  a drive i nto t he 
Stat e Forest . Nothing much was  mov-
ing i n t his  callit ris  dominant  l andscape 
until  we encountered a sol e mature 
silky oak heavy in  blossom. We esti -
mated t here were more t han 1500 flow-
erheads  in  which no l ess  than seven 
honeyeat er speci es  were feasting;  Y el -
lo w -fa ced , W hi te-ea red , F us co us , 
White-na ped , Whi te-pl um ed , at  l east  

two pai rs of Pi ed Ho ney ea ters, and 
Red Wattlebirds . The tree was prett y  
cl early  a human art efact , despite t he 
absence of building remains , graves  or 
other sign of human activit y. A pai r of 
Turquoi se Pa rro ts  also popped up i n  
the adj acent woodland. 
So what food for t hought did  these ob-
servations provide? 
1) speci es  do not  naturally  recognise 

the di fference between a nati onal  
park and a humanised envi ronment . 
At  this  time in  thi s  pl ace, t he birds  
were cl early  favouring t he l att er. 

2) Valuabl e micro-habit ats  had been 
creat ed for the bi rds , presumably 
qui t e coincident all y , by timber 
probably fell ed for sil vi cultural pur-
poses  preventing kangaroos  and 
sheep foraging on every l ast  bl ade 
of seeding grass . 

3) If not  for one large, luxuriously  
flowering sil ky oak that  should not  
have been where it  was , a lot  of 
honeyeat ers , including drought  refu-
gees , might have gone hungry. 

The bi rds  and animal s  we saw on thi s  
trip  were cl early  abl e t o share and pros-
per in  a human modi fied habit at . It  did-
n’t  matt er to  t hem whether they were i n  
or out  of a conservation refuge – they 
went  where they could maximize thei r 
opportuniti es . Clearly , t hough, not  all  
speci es  can do t his  and we continue, as  
we further modi fy the environment , t o  
creat e suit es  of winners  and losers . Tim  
discusses  thi s i n  his  l at est  book “The 
New Nature.”   

Doug Laing  
July 2003 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From your Committee 
No ti ce o f A nnual  General Meeti ng 
The Annual General  meeting of t he 
Canberra Ornithologists  Group Inc will  
be held at 8pm on Wednesday 12     
November 2003 at  the usual  monthly 
meeting venue, t he C anberra Girl s  
Grammar S chool . 

Ag enda 
1. Opening of meeting 
2. Apologi es  for non-att endance 
3. Confirmation of the minutes  of the 

previous  Annual General  Meeting 
4. Present ation of Annual  R eport 
5. Adoption of Annual  R eport 
6. Present ation of Treasurer's annual  

stat ement  of accounts 
7. Adoption of Treasurer's annual  

stat ement  of accounts 
8. El ecti on of offi cers  (President , 

Vice-president , Treasurer and S ec-
ret ary) and ordinary committ ee 
members 

9. Other matt ers for which notice has  
been given 

10. Closing of meeting. 
No mi nati o n fo rm on page 15 of thi s  
month’s  Gang-gang. 
 
Ex pired s ubs cri pti o ns 
Many thanks  for your ongoing int erest  
and support  to  all  t hose many members  
who have renewed thei r subscriptions  
for this  year. This  edition of Gang-
gang is  the l ast  one for those members  
who have not  renewed for 2003-4.   
Unless  C OG receives  your renewal  by 
15 S eptember 2003 we will  l eave you 
off future mail  outs  until  you pay.  S o 
please, if you intend to renew this  year, 
please do so straight  away to  avoid 
missing out on our great newslett ers .  
Also why not  take t his  chance to  give a 
donation to  the t ax deductibl e C anberra 
Birds  C onservation F und? 
 Joan Lipscombe, Hon Treasurer 
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Field Trip Reports 
Grassy  C reek –  Ya o uk Vall ey  

Sunda y 20  J ul y 20 03 
Sunday 20 July became a sunny, cri sp 
wint er day as  we l eft  C anberra.  We 
drove through the scorched Namadgi  
National  P ark to  t he unburnt  area and 
into  New S outh Wales . F rom Brad-
ley’s C reek R oad we climbed up i nto  
the ACT. 
At  fi rst  we heard only a few bi rds , 
C ri mso n R os ella , Superb Lyrebi rd 
and A ustralia n Rav en . At t he highest  
point  of our walk at  approximately  
1300 met res we came across a mixed 
flock of Whi te-bro w ed Scrubwren , 
Bro w n  and Stri a ted T ho rnbi ll , 
Whi te-thro a ted Treecreeper and 
White-ea red Ho ney ea ters. A S uperb 
Lyrebird rushed along beside us and 
other Superb Lyrebirds  were heard. 
We abandoned the idea of a lunch stop 
at t he Murrumbidgee River as  the 
fence line now extends  almost  to  the 
river. To and from the Murrumbidgee 
we disturbed a Wedg e-tail ed Eagl e , 
so we had good vi ews  of the animal . 
At  our lunch stop back on B radl ey’s  
Creek Road we had six  speci es , new 
ones i ncluded the Buff-rum ped and 
Y ello w-rum ped Thornbill  and six  
Grey  Shri ke-thrus h . A Ho o ded 
Ro bi n was  seen close t o S hannon’s  
Flat.   
A short  walk to  West erman’s  Home-
stead on Grassy C reek reveal ed the 
restorati on of t he cottage. More supris -
ing was  the pai r of R es tl ess  Fl y ca tch-
ers l ow down on a bush. 
An amble around the perimeter of Mt  
Clear C ampground resulted i n t hree 
speci es:  Superb Lyrebird, Aust rali an 
Raven and Nois y Mi ner . Ice remained 
in some shelt ered parts  of the creek. 
There was  regrowth, which a couple of 
kangaroos  were feeding on. It  was  a 
timely reminder of the burnt out coun-
try  we were about  t o  drive through to  

Tharwa. 
The McDonalds’ and I were lucky 
ones  to  enjoy t his  well  pl anned t rip  
through a cross  section of our Southern 
border. 
Pat  Williams 
 
Wa terbi rds  fo r Begi nners 
East Basi n/ Mol o ngl o R ea ch 

Sunda y 3  A ug us t 200 3 
Fifteen members/guests  joined me on 
this  outing designed to  help newer 
members  learn about  water bi rds.  It  
was  centred on t he upper parts  of Lake 
Burl ey Gri ffin  and the adj acent  Molon-
glo River (Reach) and Jerrabomberra 
Creek using t he all  el ectri c boat , the 
“E.L. C ygnet ”.  As  t his  boat  holds  a 
maximum of 10 people, we split  the 
morning into an early  shi ft (a full boat  
lead by Jenny Bounds) and a smaller 
lat er one, which I lead.  The advantage 
of the boat i s  that  it  all ows  both a qui et  
approach as  well  as  a relati vely  qui ck 
and easy access  to  a number of differ-
ent  spots normally very di ffi cult to  get  
to.   
The area i s rich i n waterbi rds  with  
large numbers of Eurasia n C oo t and 
D us ky  Moo rhen seen.  While t here 
were fewer P urpl e Swa m phen , the 
three species  were oft en seen together 
feeding in t he open paddocks , so  that  
parti cipants  could clearly  see t he dif-
ferences i n plumage and si ze.  Several  
duck speci es  were also seen, but  unfor-
tunately  the vast  majority  were the 
Pa cifi c Bla ck D uck , with surprisingly 
low numbers of the A us tralia n Wo o d 
D uck and only a few Grey  Teal .  S ev-
eral Ha rdhea d were seen as well but  
only by parti cipants  on t he early  boat .  
We enjoyed seeing a number of Bla ck 
Swa n  flying low over the water, and in  
addition Jim  the skipper was  able to  
point  out several on nests  very well  
hidden under t he willows . 
A speci es not  expected for a beginners  
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Canberra Gi rls  Grammar  School  
cnr  Gawler  C res and Melbourne 

Ave, Deakin 
 

Our s ho rt tal k will be by ANU 
PhD student  Nadeena B eck, who is  

studying the Whit e-winged 
Choughs . Come and hear the se-

crets  of their social  behaviour that  
she has  uncovered to  dat e. 

 
Mai n Tal k: P rofessor Henry Nix, 
COG stalwart and now Bi rds  Aus-
trali a President , will  give the main 
talk , on bi rds of the arid zone. This  

will be a particul ar treat  for all 
Newhaven enthusi asts  and for 

those i nt erest ed in  developments  at 
that  reserve. 

� �� ����������
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Numerous  C OG members have 
suggest ed t hat  Gang-gang needs  a 
column which allows  members  t o 

express  thei r vi ews about  the 
group and birding activiti es  in    

general.  
Well here ‘tis!   

Please send lett ers , snippets       
et cet era i ntended for t his  column 

to the editor. Contact  det ails  are on 
page 16 of t his gang-gang.  As  

with  all sections  of t he Gang-gang , 
space all ocat ed t o t his  secti on each 

month will  be limit ed. Therefore 
ent ri es are more li kely t o be      

published if they are kept t o a 
minimum length.  
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outing was  a si ngl e Freckl ed D uck 
seen s it ti ng on t he same part -
submerged log as where up t o 4  were 
seen when C OG did a tri p on 31 May.  
I’ve always understood they were l oaf-
ers, but  this  t akes t he cake.  The bird  
obligingly came off its  perch and swam 
sedat ely  by at close range, all owing all  
parti cipants t o see the key i dentifi ca-
tion features  of Aust ralia’s  rarest duck, 
the “ski -jump” bill  and the “peak” at  
the back of t he head.  The second 
group saw at  least  one more, possibly  
two, in  cl ear water sli ghtly  upst ream, 
both of which took to t he wing.       
A us tralasi a n Grebe  were al so seen, 
but  surprisingly considering the rel a-
tively deep water, no confi rmed Hoary-
headed Grebe, t hough each bi rd  needed 
to be examined closely given the i den-
tificati on diffi culti es  that t heir non-
breeding plumages present. 
Several  Grea t  and Li ttl e Pi ed Co rmo -
ra nts were seen at  close quart ers , but  
somewhat of a surprise was the num-
bers of A us tralia n Da rters  still i n t he 
area.  Both groups  saw at  l east  15, 
mostly  spaced out  at  int ervals  along the 
river on a l ow perch just  above the wa-
ter, and charact eristi cally  drying thei r 
wings  once the sun finally  came out .  
Several  were seen in  t he water where, 
with  only their snake-li ke head and 
necks  visible, t hey provided a sharp 
contrast  to  the cormorants , which have 
a much more signifi cant  part  of thei r 
body above water.  A highlight for t he 
second group was one emerging from 
under the water with a fish i n its bill , 
which it t hen proceeded to  swallow 
whole alongside the boat . 
Another surpri se was  that  the majorit y  
of the Dart ers were males .  Whil e thi s  
was t he thi rd such tri p I’ve taken since 
mid April, I cl early  have still  more t o  
learn about  their plumages  di fferences , 
parti cul arly t he males.  S everal  still  had 
a very dark red brown patch about t he 
neck, indi cati ve of breeding, including 
what  appeared to  be at  l east  one imma-

ture male with basi call y a di rty  whit e 
chest  and belly .  Whil e only old  nest s  
could be seen i n t he willows  along the 
riverbank their continued presence 
seems  a point er to  a further nesting 
season approaching.   
Various  small  bush birds  were heard i n  
the surrounding willows  and veget ation 
including Gol den Whi stl er, Superb 
Fai ry -wren , Whi te-brow ed Scrub-
w ren  and Silv erey e .  However, t he 
non-water bi rd  highlight , t hough a spe-
ci es  oft en associat ed with  water, was  
very good vi ews  of a Whis tli ng  Ki te 
obtained by both groups .  F ollowing 
my short  present ation on raptor i denti -
ficati on at  the July C OG meeting I was  
abl e to  point  out  t he key diagnosti c 
features  (broad, bowed wings with l ong 
fingers of dark feathers at t he ends, a 
long rounded t ail , and an M-shaped 
patt ern underwing with  a whit e l eading 
edge).  For the second group the bird  
sat obligingly for a whil e in  a nearby 
bare willow, illust rating how much 
more di fficult  raptors  can be to  identify  
when perched.  
All in  all  it was a very good morning 
for both beginners  and those a littl e 
more famili ar with  waterbirds .  Once 
again my thanks  to  Jenny Bounds  for 
agreeing t o  help share t he leading of 
thi s import ant  C OG out ing. The 
“Cygnet” opens up the opportunity  for 
exploring other parts  of Lake B url ey 
Gri ffin , and I am  anti cipati ng organis -
ing further tri ps during spring/summer/
autumn of 2003-2004, including a re-
peat  t rip  up the Molonglo River if t he 
Dart ers  do decide to  nest  there again i n  
signi ficant numbers  next season.   
Jack Holland 
 
Meri m bula  Retrea t Weekend  

14-17  A ug us t 20 03   
This was a most  rel axing weekend 
arou nd  the  Me rimbul a/B our nd a 
area, based at a comfort abl e house in  a 
bush forest  setting on t he Merimbula t o  

Tathra Road. Of parti cular i nt erest  on 
t h i s  w e e k e n d  w a s  t h e r a r e  
and endangered Beach Sto ne-curl ew  
(Thi ck-knee) , which has  made it s  
home in  the area for t he l ast  si x  
months.  This  speci es  is  normally  
found in  coast al areas  much further 
north.   It  took some effort  to  locate it , 
but finally  with help from Barbara 
Jones  and her colleagues  from the 
South Coast Birdwatchers , we spent  a 
magical  hal f hour watching the bird  
feed on soldi er crabs  on the sand flat s  
of t he Pambula River.  David R ees  
took some video foot age which we will  
show at  a future C OG meeting.  This  i s  
a most  unusual bird, much thicker set  
than it s bush cousin t he Bush        
Stone-curl ew (Thick-knee), with  attrac-
tive markings , a heavy bill  and i nterest -
ing postures  and gait.  None of us  had 
seen this  speci es  before. 
The weekend was  an opportunity for 
learning about bi rds  and bi rd calls , and 
there were pl enty around the property , 
including C res cent Ho ney ea ters, 2  
pai rs  of Ja cky  Wi nter , Bro w n Gery -
go nes  in  t he rainforest  remnants , and 
many bi rds  out  on t he lawns  around the 
house including a large fl ock of Gol d-
fi nches  (unusual  in  a forest).  We also 

B ea c h  T hi c k -k n e e (Es a cu s ma gn ir os tr is ) 
Ph oto cou rt es y D av i d R e e s 



 

 
Gang-gang September 2003 

��

spent  time at  the P anboola Wetl ands , 
the new reserve at  the vill age of P am-
bula on the river fl ats t here, which i s  
being managed in  trust by a group of 
locals  and al ready has  some tracks  and 
new pl antings  and a viewing pl at -
form .  Of int erest  here was t he first  
sighting t hi s season of J a pa nes e 
(La tha m's ) Sni pe , and a Sw a m p   
Ha rri er .   
On S aturday morning, we were t aken 
to  a private property  on t he south end 
of Wall agoot  Lake with  some members  
of the S outhcoast  Bi rdwatchers  group;  
this had l ake front age and varied habi -
tats , where W hi te-breas ted Sea -
Eagl es  were in  residence near a nest  
site and we saw the uncommon Grey  
Gos ha w k , plus  many other bush and 
water birds .  Other acti viti es i ncluded 
the Merimbula B oardwalk around the 
lake, where l ots  of birds  flock t o  feed 
on the mudfl ats  at  l ow tide, Eas tern 
C urlew  and Pi ed Oys tercatchers , 
Bar-tail ed Go dwi ts , Great  and Littl e 
Egrets  amongst  others .  Finally  on t he 
Sunday, we did a very ni ce walk 
around the northern end of Wallagoot  
Lake t o Turingal Head.  There, some of 

us saw the So uthern Em u-w ren and it  
is also a good spot  for Whi te-fro nted 
C ha ts  on the salt  marshes .  This  t rack 
joins  up with  the Kangarutha t rack run-
ning along the coastal  cli ffs  and t he 
long beach of B ournda National P ark, 
with  spect acul ar scenery. 
We recorded 97 bi rd  speci es , a very 
good tot al  given it  is  l ate winter and 
few spring migrants .  We enjoyed 
some videos of Southern Afri can bi rds  
and Wild Dogs  i n  Kruger National  
Park, good food and wine with  a very 
convivi al  group, enjoyed l att e coffee 
by the l ake and the l ocal  orchid 
show.  Thanks  to  everyone i n t he group 
- it  was  one of the most  enjoyable C OG 
event s I've organised. 
Jenny Bounds 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Future Field trips 
Oolo ng/D alto n-day  o uti ng 

Sunda y 7  Septem ber  20 03 
COG had a great day out at Oolong 
near Dalton l ast year.  Gianni t he 
owner has  kindly agreed t o another 
visit from C OG at  9 .00 am on S unday 
7 S eptember t his  year.  The property  
has  a dam, some pl easant woodland, 
some wet soaks , open cl eared l and and 
for t he energeti c there i s t he option of a 
walk up t he hill  at the east ern part  of 
the property  the provide excell ent  
views  of t he di stri ct .  There are l ots  of 
opportuniti es  for a wide range of bush 
birds.   
Gianni  is  keen to  develop the property  
for wildli fe and birds , as  can be seen 
from the website  www.pcug.org.au/
~gianni.  Since COG was  there last  
some walking t rails have been marked.  
We'll  meet  at t he Griffin  C ent re i n  
Civic for some car pooling at 7.30 am, 
for a 7 .45 am departure.  S ome who 
live on t he northside could meet  us  at  
the property  i f they prefer.  Pl ease 
bring a hat  binoculars, good walking 
shoes  and your lunch.  The property i s  
on a sli ght slope, but most walking i s  
on l evel -ish  ground.  There are, how-
ever, options t o walk on st eeper slopes.  
To get  there, we'll drive along the F ed-
eral  Highway as  far as  S utton, and con-
tinue through Gundaroo to  Gunning,  

B ea c h  T hi c k -k n e e (Es a cu s ma gn ir os tr is ) 
Ph oto cou rt es y D av i d R e e s 

 
"Ode to a Bush Stone Curlew" 
Nature’s messenger….by Bob 

 
Oft hav e I heard you  
in the depth of night 

     As your plaintive cry breaks 
the solemn hush. 

Like the damned bewailing t 
heir awful plight 

     You weep it seems for the 
soul of the bush. 

Cur-looo, Cur-LOOO, your  
haunting mournful call 

     Cleaves the still night air  
like the sharp axe-blade 

          Hacked through your  
hiding-place and left it bare. 

     We proudly staked our  
claim, but nature, paid 

The steep price for your long-
held bastion's fall. 

Small wonder that your parting 
cry is all 

Sadness, brim-full of  
anguish and despair. 
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From the town of Gunning, on the old  
Hume Highway, proceed towards t he 
village of Dalton for about  10 km, 
leave the bitumen road at t he Loop 
road.  The sport oval and t he cemetery 
are on t he ri ght .  P roceed on t he gravel  
road for about 200 m  to  the B ush's 
Lane street  sign.  The B ush's Lane is  t o  
the ri ght opposit e a hay shed.  Proceed 
on t his l ane.  The entrances  to  "Dalton 
Park" and the Oolong S anctuary are 
about 1 km from the B ush's Lane sign.  
Please park your car on the parking 
area near the ent rance.  
It  is  preferred that  participants  cont act  
the l eader Alistai r B estow (6281 1481 
A/H) before hand. 
 
Tugg era no ng Ho m es tea d -  a fternoo n 
wal k    Sa turda y 13  Septem ber 200 3 
The Minders  of Tuggeranong Home-
stead (MOTH) have i nvit ed C OG 
members to  join t hem on a combined 
outing to  learn more about t he Tugger-
anong Homestead.  This  property  has  
import ant  links  with  our cult ural  his -
tory, both aboriginal  and European.  It  
is also t he sit e for which Charl es  Bar-
rett  published in 1922 the fi rst paper i n  
the lit erature about  the bi rds  of the then 
Federal  C apit al  Territ ory. 
The outing will  include an explanation 
and examination of t he histori cal  sig-
nifi cance and cultural values  of t he 
place.  MOTH i s  restoring a grassy 
woodland sit e and there is also t he 
remnant  of a cold pl ain (Tuggeranong 
Plain) grassl and.  We will  be shown 
these and also we’ll be looking at  
which bi rds  live t here now, compared 
with  in  the past . 
Meet  at  1  pm for a couple of hours  
wandering through the site, culminat -
ing in  aft ernoon t ea at t he Homestead 
cafe, so  bring some money along for 
this.  Ent er the sit e through the gat e off 
Ashley Drive (and not front gat es  as  
previously advertised) on the west ern 
side of the property , where t here i s  

plenty of room to drive i n and park.  
For further i nformation pl ease cont act  
Jack Holl and (6288 7840 AH or by E-
mai l on j ack.hol l and@ea.gov.au).   
Please not e that  thi s  outing repl aces  t he 
one advertised as  Local Nature P ark for 
Sunday 14 September. 
 
Mull oo n C reek—m o rni ng  o uti ng 

Sunda y 21  Septem ber 20 03   
Mark Clayton will  be l eading this  walk 
on Mulloon C reek, which is a privat e 
property off the King’s Highway ap-
proximately 10 km on the coast si de of 
Bungendore.  The area st raddl es  t he 
top of t he Great Dividing R ange and i s  
thick scl erophyll  forest  with  some in-
teresti ng pat ches  of gum and some 
more open areas  used for grazing.  A 
mix of birds  associ ated with t hese habi -
tats  may be expect ed, i ncluding some 
returning summer migrant s.  Mark has  
a well-deserved reputation of being 
abl e to  fi nd, see and hear bi rds when 
no one el se can.  Accompanying him  
should be a real  experi ence for mem-
bers  - i f it ’s  there Mark will find it! 
Meet  Mark (6241 3620 A/H) at  8 .00 
am opposit e the primary school  in  t he 
street  NOR TH of the Kings  Hwy (thi s  
is the st reet t hose arri ving in Bungen-
dore from north Canberra vi a Macs  
Reef Road et c first come to  and for 
those travelli ng vi a Queanbeyan, it  i s  
the fi rst right AF TER  the Kings  Hwy 
turn to coast ).  If you cross  the railway 
tracks  you are just  a littl e too far past  
the meeting point .  We will car pool  as  
parking on sit e i s limit ed.  The return 
to Bungendore is expect ed by lunch-
time.  If t here is  reasonable rainfall  
overnight  the outing will  be call ed off. 
 
Weddi n Mo untai ns —l o ng w eekend 
ca m p-o ut     4-6 Octo ber 2 003 
The October l ong weekend camp-out  
will  be held at  the Weddin Mountains  
National  P ark.  This foll ows the very 

success ful  Easter 2002 C OG visit  when 
we saw over 80 speci es  within  5  km of 
the Seaton’s F arm C amping area, and 
many parti cipants agreed t hat  a visit i n  
spring was highly desirabl e and could 
be even more success ful .  We propose 
to use t he same area to  camp, now re-
named the Fuzzy B ox Campground.  
Unfortunat ely  this  is still not com-
plet ed, so we will be camping under 
identical  conditi ons  as  last  time. If pre-
ferred, parti cipants  could st ay in  motel  
accommodation i n the nearby Grenfell .  
Over the 3 days we expect t o vi sit  
again the callitri s of t he Bimbi St at e 
Forest , t he i ronbarks  of Seaton’s farm , 
perhaps again do a t ranverse of t he 
Weddin R ange to  Holy C amp and also 
to visit Gum Swamp near Forbes  where 
a further 40 species, i ncluding a range 
of raptors and waterbi rds , were seen. 
If you int end to  participate pl ease con-
tact Jack Holland 96288 7840 AH or 
by E-mail  on j ack.holl and@ea.gov.au).  
While Jack will  be organising and par-
ticipating i n  the camp-out , he would 
still li ke t o  hear from anyone else can 
help l ead t his outing.  F urther det ails , 
including maps, bi rd  lists  et c will  be 
avail abl e at  the S ept ember C OG meet -
ing, or will be mail ed out t o confi rmed 
parti cipants . 
 
Kell y Ro a d—m o rni ng  wal k 

Sunda y 12  Octo ber 20 03 
Inst ead of going t o t he Mulligan’s  Fl at  
as  indicat ed i n t he 2003 Fi eld  Trips  
Program (which due t o the fi res was  
brought forward to  March), there will  
be a further opportunity  for members  
and guest s  to  accompany me to  my 
favourit e bit of woodland at  Kelly  
Road, which runs  parallel  t o t he Mon-
aro Highway just  outside the ACT bor-
der about 10 km north  of Michel ago.  
At  our l ast  vi sit  in  December 2002, 
parti cipants  had excell ent vi ews of t he 
Hoo ded Ro bi n , with two males  seen at  
one spot and a female feeding young, 
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with a young male nearby, at  another.  
Close vi ews  of Bro w n Treecreepers  
(at  l east  6  birds  in  3  di fferent  spots ), 
R estl es s  Fly catchers , Dia m o nd Fi re-
tail , R ufo us  So ngla rk , D us ky Wo o ds-
wall ow s and F usco us  Ho ney ea ters  
were al so obt ained.   
Hopefully t he bird li fe at  Kelly  Road 
will  again be excell ent t his  spring, i n  
parti cul ar the 200 met re st retch at t he 
southern end of TS R  36.  Meet  Jack 
Holl and (6288 7840 AH or by E-mail  
on j ack.holl and@ea.gov.au) at  the Wil -
liamsdale S ervi ce Stati on at  7 .30 am, 
for car pooling et c prior t o t he 5-10 
minute drive down the st art  of t his  out -
ing.  The main part  will  involve a 1-1.5  
km easy walk along this  qui et  road and 
is suitable for all  members.  B ring 
morning t ea. 
 
Mo nga  Na tio nal Pa rk—da y o uti ng 

Sunda y 26  Octo ber 20 03 
David McDonald will l ead a day outing 
to t his  area of wet  forest  j ust  before t he 
escarpment  around 20 km east  of 
Braidwood off t he Kings Highway.  
Target speci es  i nclude t he R ed-
brow ed Treecreeper, Bl a ck-fa ced 
Mo na rch, Pil otbi rd , Oliv e Whis tl er 
and Bas sia n Thrus h , not  to  mention 
flowering waratahs .   
Meet  at  the Gri ffi n C entre for carpool -
ing at  07.30 am or, alt ernati vely, meet  
at 09.00 am at  the int ersecti on of t he 
Kings Highway and River R oad on t he 
right  hand side of t he highway.  Allow 
about  90 minutes for the journey from 
Canberra.  A map and other det ails  will  
be available at C OG monthly meetings  
or di rectly  from the l eader.  B ring 
lunch and drinks.  Regist rati on for thi s  
trip  is  essenti al;  pl ease phone David 
McDonald 6231 8904 .
 
 
 
 

 COG SALES  
♦ Wet a nd Wil d - A Fi eld  Guide t o t he  

Freshwater Animals  of the S outhern Tablelands  
and High Country" by M Lintermans  and W 
Osborne, $28.00 (RRP  $34.95).  

♦ Wil dlife o n Fa rms  - by David Lindenmayer 
RRP $29.95, SP EC IAL PRICE for C OG members  - $25.00. 

♦ Where to  Fi nd Bi rds  i n N E Queensl a nd - Joe Wieneke - $16.00.  
♦ R eptil es  a nd Frogs  o f the AC T - Ross B ennett - $13.00.  
♦ Na tiv e Trees  of  the AC T - $6.50. 
♦ Bi rds  o f R ottnes t I sla nd – by Denis  S aunders &  
 Parry de R ebei ra -$15.00 
♦ Bi rds  o f R ottnes t I sla nd – a check list  - $1.00 
♦ Grassla nd Flo ra  – a Field Guide for the Southern Tablel ands   
 (NS W and ACT) – by David Eddy et  al. - $13.00 
♦ Our P atch – Fi eld  Guide to  the Flora of the ACT R egion - $13.00 
♦ The N es tbo x  Bo o k – Gould League - $9.00 
♦ Bi rds  o f Queensla nd’s  Wet Tro pi cs  a nd Grea t Ba rri er Reef  
 by Lloyd Niel sen - $25.00 
♦ Gui de to  the Bi rd Ha bi ta ts  o f N SW (A C T) NS W Atlassers  -$27.00 
♦ Fiel d Gui de to  the Bi rds  o f the A C T – by Taylor and Day - $14.00 
♦ Simpson and Days’ Bi rds  o f A ustrali a  C D R OM Version 5.0  
 SPECIAL P RIC E - $45.00 
♦ Fiel d Gui de to  the Bi rds  o f A us tralia  by Pizzey and Knight  -$35.00 
♦ COG Birds  of C anberra Gardens  - $25.00 
♦ COG Atl as  - $12.00 
♦ COG Car Sti ckers  - $2.00 
♦ COG Birds  of C anberra Gardens  Poster - $4.00 
♦ COG Garden Bi rd Survey C hart  (New Version) - $1.00 
♦ COG Badges  –  two colour versions  - $5.00 
♦ COG Birds  of t he AC T – Two C enturi es  of Change – by St eve Wil-

son - $25.00 
♦ COG Annotat ed C hecklist of t he Bi rds  of the ACT - $1.00 
♦ COG Bird S ongs of C anberra – Cassette - $10.00. 
 
COG T-shi rts , P olo shi rts , all  above and other books  on local flora and 

fauna availabl e at  the monthly meeting sales desk or by contacting  
Carol  Macleay (for post  and packing cost s)  on 02 6286 2624. 
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Cal oola  Fa rm  /N aas  fire trail 
w eekend 2 1-23  Nov em ber 20 03 

Preliminary noti ce i s given of thi s out -
ing, i n parti cul ar members should not e 
the change in  dat es  as  it  was  advertised 
for 8-9 November i n t he 2003 Fi eld  
Trips P rogram. 
It will  consist  of an atlassing event , 
with  emphasis  on obt aining dat a along 
the Naas fi re t rail.  It will  be over 2  
nights , Friday and S aturday, st aying at  
Calool a farm  within  an hour's drive 
from Canberra, where there is cottage 
accommodation at very reasonable 
rat es  and some overflow camping sites  
avail abl e.  Much of t he Naas  trail  was  
only pat chily  burned in t he January 
bushfi res, and it  was  not  burned at  all  
south of Horse Gully  Hut .  S everal  4-
WD vehicl es  will  be needed.  Access  i s  
being arranged and more det ails  will be 
contained i n t he October i ssue of 
Gang-gang .  In  the meantime i f you are 
interest ed, and particularly  i f you can 
offer help with a 4 WD vehicle, pl ease 
contact  Jenny B ounds  (6288 7802 A/
H), who will be l eading this  outing. 

Wednes day  wal k  17  Septem ber 20 03 
No walk is  being organised for thi s  
dat e to  enabl e members  to  parti cipat e 
in the F riends  of the Aust rali an Na-
tional Botani c Gardens s pri ng  bi rd 
wal k  in  the gardens t hat morning. 
Start s 8am at t he gardens . Booking 
essenti al . For more information vi sit  
www.anbg.gov.au/fri ends/cal endar/ 

Longer trips 
 
C OMBI N ED SHOR EBI R D/
P ELA GI C  OU TI N G C EN TR ED  ON  
WOL LON G ON G 

18-19  OC TOBER  20 03 
A combined shorebird/pel agi c outing 
cent red on Wollongong will  be held on 
the weekend of 18-19 October 2003.  
Parti cipants  will  drive down from C an-
berra on t he S aturday morning, with  
shore bi rd watching around Lake Ill a-
warra and envi rons t hat afternoon, and 
with  a full  day’s seabird  outing on S un-
day (approximately  7 .00 am to  4 .30 
pm).  The pel agi c t rip  will  be through 
the Southern Oceans S eabi rd Study 
Associ ati on Inc. (S OSSA), in  thei r ves -
sel  the S andra K.  Further information 
on S OSS A may be obt ained from the 
f o l l o w i n g  w e b  s i t e s :  m e m -
bers .ozemail.com.au/~sossa/ or sossa-
international .org.   
While Juli e McGuiness/S ue Lashko 
will be t he l eaders on the day, Jack 
Holl and (6288 7840 (A/H) or by E-
mail  on j ack.holl and@ea.gov.au) i s  co-
ordinating t he arrangements .  Pl eas e 
no te tha t this  tri p is  no w full , all de-
po sits  hav e been collected, a nd a  
wai ti ng  lis t has  been s ta rted .   
Further information i ncluding several  
options for accommodation (it  is  ex-
pect ed parti cipants  will  make t hei r own 
bookings) will  be avail able at  t he 10 
September C OG meeting.  Due t o  
some confusion about t he maximum 
number of passengers  and crew al -
lowed on t he boat, we are now limit ed 
to 21 participants  and therefore t he 
cost s  have ri sen slightly  to  $68 per per-
son (including the $4 C OG admin fee 
and the cost  of two guides and all  bur-
lies ).  The additi onal $43 per person 
will  be due by t he 8  October C OG 
meeting.  
 
 

C OG GOES P LA I N S-
WA N D ERI N G TO THE MA LL EE 
WI TH EMU  TOU R S 

Sunda y 28  March to   
Sunda y 4  A pril  2 004 

 This  will  be a repeat  of the highly suc-
cess ful  Emu Tour of April  2003 (see 
writ e up in t he May editi on of Gang-
gang), but  with  an extra day spent i n  
the Grampians.  Whil e only a short  tri p  
it will  involve visits  to  a number of 
different  habitat s and consequently  a 
wide range of bi rds  may be seen.  
These include the Terri ck Terri ck Na-
tional P ark (Gil bert’s  Whi s tl er, 
C hestnut-rum ped Thornbill ), a day 
in t he rugged sandstone escarpments  of 
the Grampians (Lo ng-bill ed C orell a  
and various  ho ney ea ters), 3  nights  at  
Whimpey’s  Li t t l e Desert  Lodg e 
(Mall eefo wl, So uthern Scrub-ro bi n, 
Shy  Heathw ren and P urple-g a ped 
Ho ney ea ter), a visit t o t he Kerang/
Tull akool wetl ands (a vari ety  of water-
birds/waders ) and will  culminat e in  2  
nights  in  Denili quin where P hil Maher 
will again show C OG members t he 
Plai ns  Wa nderer, I nla nd Do tterel  
and his  many other speci al  bi rds .  
As an added incentive Emu Tours are 
offering this  l onger tri p  at  t he same 
pri ce as l ast year.  They will also oper-
at e it with  as few as 8  and a maximum 
of 12 parti cipants .  The cost will be 
$1366 per person, and is  based on 
COG’s fi eld  trip  poli cy guidelines  in-
cluding a C OG administ ration fee of 
$16 per person. 
Accommodation will be en-suite twin 
share throughout , with  t he possibl e 
option of singl e accommodation on 
some nights  for a si ngl e supplement .  
All accommodation, meals , t ransport  
and guiding is i ncluded in t he tour cost  
- with t he exception of lunch on t he 
first  and l ast  days , an a l a cart e dinner 
at Halls Gap, drinks , and items of a 
personal nature.  Travel will be in  20 
seat er Coast er bus . 

Sa ti n B o w e r b i r d (P ti li no rh yn ch us  viola ceu s ) 
Ph oto cou rt es y He l e n  Fal lo w  



 

 
Gang-gang September 2003 

��

To book your place on thi s very excit -
ing t our pl ease contact  Jack Holl and 
[6288 7840 (A/H) or by E-mail  on 
jack.holl and@ea.gov.au], who can also 
provide further i nformation, including 
a fuller itinerary.  A $100 deposit  will  
be needed within  a month of booking 
to ensure your seat  on t he bus .  Deposit  
cheques should be made out t o Emu 
Tours  and sent  to Treasurer C OG,  P O 
Box 301  C IVIC S QUARE  ACT 2608.    
Booking and Cancell ation Poli cy 
Emu Tours  cancell ation poli cy will  
apply.  R efunds  of monies  are only 
made i f a repl acement  can be found to  
take t he vacant  pl ace or if the t our i s  
cancelled.  Travel  insurance, including 
cancellati on cover, is  strongly recom-
mended. 
  

Other surveys/
Activities of Interest 
to COG Members 
 
Mulli ga n's  Fl at Surv ey 

Sunda y 28  Septem ber 20 03 
The regular spring survey of the re-
serve, meeting at t he gat e off t he 
Gundaroo Road at  7 .15am.  Regular 
survey ors , p l e ase  confi rm  yo u 
are att ending by phoning Jenny Bounds  
in the week prior on 6288 7802 (l eave 
message on machine - no need t o  call  i f 
you are unavail abl e).  I may have spot s  
for a couple of new people to  j oin  us , 
who are confident  Atl assers, vi z know 
thei r local birds  by sight  - call  me i f 
interest ed.  Wear st urdy shoes and 
bring clipboard, pencil  and eraser, plus  
mug for morning t ea.  S urvey usually  
ends by 10.30-11am. 
Jenny Bounds 
 
 
 

Australian Ornithological  
Services Pty Ltd 

 
PO Box 385 South Yarra Victoria 3141 

Tel: 03 9820 4223    mobile: 0417310200 
E:   enquiries@philipmaher.com 

 

      2004 
 

♦  17—22  March  Tasmania (optional Melaleuca fl ight on 23 March) 
 Accommodated tour seeking all Tassie endemic birds plus mam-

mals such as Tasmanian Devil, Southern Bettong, Eastern Quoll, 
Eastern Barred Bandicoot. Includes pelagic trip.  

♦  9—13 April  Easter camp Oolambeyan National Park (NSW)  
 Good food and birding at one of the Riverina's newest national 

parks. Starts/finishes in Deniliquin  

♦  20—30 April   Mallee Parks and Reserves of Vic and SA 
 Camping tour through Victorian and South Australian mallee parks 

en route to Gluepot Reserve. Starts/finishes in Melb  

♦  22 May — 6 June  Top end endemics tour Darwin Kakadu NP 
Kununurra. Accommodated tour seeking all the top-end endemics 
such as Black and White-throated Grasswrens, Gouldian Finch, 
Hooded Parrot and Banded Fruit-Dove. Starts/finishes in Darwin. 

♦  11—22 June   Gulf of Carpentaria Tour 
 Accommodated tour from Cairns west to Queensland's Gulf country 

through Georgetown, Karumba, Burketown, Mt Isa and Cloncurry. 
Key birds include Carpentarian and Kalkadoon Grasswrens, Purple-
crowned Fairy-wren, Black-throated Finch and Flock Pigeon. Starts/
finishes in Cairns. 

♦  20 Aug —7 September Strzelecki Track Tour  
 Accommodated outback tour seeking all the inland specialities such 

as Plains-wanderer, Inland Dotterel, five spp. of Grasswren, 
Bourke's Parrot and Hall's Babbler. Starts/finishes in Melbourne.  

♦  18—28 September Forests and Woodlands of Central NSW  
 including Bird Routes of Barraba & Baradine districts. New accom-

modated tour taking in the best of the forests and woodland of cen-
tral NSW such as Gillenbah State Forest near Narrandera, Goonoo 
State Forest near Dubbo and Pilliga Scrub and the Warrumbungle 
Ranges near Coonabarabran. Starts/finishes in Melb. 

♦  30 Oct—17 Nov  South East Australia, optional Tasmanian          
endemics extension. Comprehensive birding tour of SE Australia 
and Tasmania seeking 300+ spp. Key birds on the mainland in-
clude Powerful Owl, Pilotbird, Spotted Quail-thrush, Plains-
wanderer, Superb Parrot, Malleefowl, Striated Grasswren and Ru-
fous Bristlebird. Takes in the full spectrum of habitats in SE Aust. 

  
 

www.philipmaher.com 
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MI GR A TI N G HON EY EA TER S 
The yell ow faced honeyeat ers  should 
be on the move back i nto  the AC T 
early i n  Sept ember.  The inward migra-
tion is not  as  obvious  as t he outward 
migrati on.  B ut where will they go thi s  
year?  There is not  much for them in  
the B rindabell as . 
If anyone sees t he bi rds returning, 
could t hey pl ease l et us know?  We 
shall  go to Warragandra homest ead i n  
the S hoalhaven valley to  see whether 
they come through there in  thei r    
thousands , as t hey have in  t he past cou-
ple of years . 

Elizabeth Compston 
8 Wells  Gardens 

Gri ffith , AC T 2603 
phone 02 6295 3028 

 
The next  C OWR A  W OOD LA N D  
SU RV EY  will  be held over t he week-
end of 20-21 S eptember.  If you are 
interest ed in  parti cipati ng please con-
t act  S u e  P ro us t  on  t h eb ra dy -
bunch8@bigpond.com. 
 
EA R LY MOR N I N G WA LKS     
duri ng  A ustralia n Orni tholo gical  
Co nference (A OC ) D ecem ber 20 03 
In  conjunction with  the 2nd Austral -
as i an O rni thologi cal  C onferen c e 
(AOC ), which will  be held in  Decem-
ber at  t he ANU, C OG is  organising 
some early  morning walks  i n  the Aus-
trali an National B otani c Gardens  
(ANB G) and the ANU.  These will  run 
from about 6.30 am for round 90 min-
utes , and are proposed for t he ANB G 
on the mornings of 11 (Thursday) and 
13 (S aturday) December and for t he 
ANU on Friday 12 December. 
I am  looking for assist ance to  help lead 
these walks  and am in  parti cul ar i nter-
est ed i n  volunt eers  who know the 
ANB G/ANU well , including t hose who 
may have early  morning access t he 
ANB G.  As  small  groups  of not  more 

than 10 are proposed, it i s expect ed t hat  
several l eaders will  be needed each 
day. If you can help pl ease cont act Jack 
Holl and (6288 7840 AH or by E-mail  
on j ack.holl and@ea.gov.au).   
 
V OLU N TEER  WA R D EN S fo r    
Barren Gro unds  Bi rd Obs erv ato ry 
Birds  Australi a is  t rying t o  est ablish a 
rost er of volunt eer wardens  at  its  Bar-
ren Grounds  Bird Observatory near 
Jamberoo, home to  the alluring Ground 
Parrot  and the endangered East ern 
Bristl ebi rd . It  is  seeking people who 
may be abl e to  st ay for periods  of at  
least  one month i n  a caret aker rol e. 
Please regist er your i nt erest  by contact -
ing C hri s Tzaros  on (03) 9882 2622 or 
email  c.tsaros@birdsaust ralia.com.au. 
 
D RA F T FI ELD  TRIP S P R OGR A M  
F OR 20 04 
There has been only a limit ed response 
to t he request  for suggestions  for t he 
2004 C OG Field  Trips P rogram.  So i f 
you have a favourit e spot/trip  t hat you 
think should be included, or where you 
think C OG should go t o  again, or any 
reasonable suggesti on, pl ease let  Jack 
Holl and know (6288 7840 AH or by E-
mai l on j ack.hol l and@ea.gov.au).   
Ideas  are needed by the end of Sept em-
ber as  the draft program will  be drawn 
up and published with  the November 
2003 Gang-gang. 
 
MON I TORI N G BIR D S I N  F IR E  
AF F EC TED  AR EA S               
 Envi ronment  AC T has recently  pub-
lished  "Wildfires  in  the ACT 2003 - 
Report  on Initi al  Impacts  on Natural  
Ecosystems", (Technical report No 17 
July 2003).  The report  gives t he result s  
of flora and fauna surveys  conduct ed 
by Envi ronment  AC T in fi re affect ed 
reserves  i n  the fi rst  few months  follow-
ing the fi res, a snapshot  of post -fi re 
ecologi cal  conditi ons  for future refer-

�
����� ��� � �� �!����
����

 
1. W h ere do yo u li v e (Co un t ry , s t at e, ci ty )?  
   
2. W h at  g end er & ag e b rack et  d o yo u fit  

into ? [M /F]  
 [<20 ] [20 -40 ] [40 -60 ] [>6 0 ].  
 
3. Ho w m any  y ears  h av e yo u b een  

‘b i rd in g ’?  
 
4. Ho w m an y s p eci es o f Aus t ral i an bi rds  

hav e yo u s een  (reco rd ed  o n yo u r li fe 
lis t, i f yo u h av e on e)?  

 
5. P l eas e i nd i cat e which Au st rali an bi rding  

fi eld  g uid es yo u o wn  
     (rank in g i n o rd er o f p referen ce):   
        a. C ayley;   
        b . Fl egg ;  
        c. M o rco m b e;   
        d . Pi zzey & Do yle;  
        e. P i zzey  & Knigh t;   
        f. S imp so n & Day  (i nd i cat e edi ti on );  
        g . Sl at er, 2 vo lu m es;  
        h . Sl at er, S l at er & Slat er, 1 vo lu m e;   
        i . o th er ...  p l eas e sp eci fy .  
 
6. W h at is  y ou r favo u ri t e bi rding  fi eld  

guid e fo r u s e th rou gh ou t Aus t ral i a?  
        a. C ayley;   
        b . Fl egg ;  
        c. M o rco m b e;   
        d . Pi zzey & Do yle;  
        e. P i zzey  & Knigh t;   
        f. S imp so n & Day  (i nd i cat e edi ti on );  
        g . Sl at er, 2 vo lu m es;  
        h . Sl at er, S l at er & Slat er, 1 vo lu m e;   
        i . o th er ...  p l eas e sp eci fy .  
  
 Pl eas e in di cat e i f y ou us e mo re th an on e 

fi eld gu id e on b i rd in g ex cu rs io ns (e. g.  
carry  o n e an d k eep on e i n t h e car).  

 
7. T h e reas on (s ) fo r yo ur cho i ces in Q5 &  

6 (i n 1 00  wo rd s o r l ess !).   



 

 
Gang-gang September 2003 

���

ence.  This  report  is  avail abl e on t he 
EACT websit e: 
www.environment.act .gov.au or phone 
132281  
No bi rd  surveys  were conduct ed as  part  
of this  study for various  reasons , how-
ever, Envi ronment AC T i s keen for 
COG members  to  undert ake ongoing 
monitoring of t heir Atlas and some 
other sit es  over time in fire affect ed 
reserves  once t hese areas are decl ared 
safe t o  access .  It  is  expect ed that  some 
areas currently  closed i n places li ke 
Namadgi NP, the Murrumbidgee River 
Corridor and Tidbinbill a NR  will be 
opened in  the spring/summer. 
COG members who have Atl as  sit es i n  
these areas  are encouraged to continue 
to Atl as  thei r sites regularly  once ac-
cess  is  restored.  Environment  ACT i s  
also keen t o have COG members  un-
dert ake regular surveys  at sites where 
mammal  and veget ati on surveys  will  
continue.  For example, some sites  
along Warks  R oad, a l ongtime area of 
interest  for C OG, could provide suit -
abl e bi rd  monitoring points .  At  t he 
time of press, how this  could best be 
facilit at ed had not  been worked out , 
but i niti ally  any member int erest ed i n  
taking on a new Atl as  sit e, can put  thei r 
name and contact  det ails  down on a li st  
which will  be at the sal es  desk at  C OG 
meetings . More i nformation will  be 
provided at  future meetings and in  
Gang-gang . 
 Jenny Bounds   
 
BI R DI N G FI ELD  GUI D E SUR V EY 
During t he two previous  bi rding fi eld  
guide surveys (F GS#1, FGS #2) Lawri e 
Conole mailed a questionnai re to t he 
Birding-Aus e-mail li st, inviting sub-
scribers to  parti cipate in  a survey of 
birder fi eld  guide preferences by an-
swering six  simple questions.  The sim-
ple obj ective being to  see which fi eld  
guides  bi rders preferred, and why.  

At t he time of the fi rst  survey (mid 
April  1998) Birding-Aus  had about 410 
subscribers  –  mostly  Australi an (and 
with  a heavy Melbourne bi as ), but  with  
a sprinkling of bi rders  from most  part s  
of t he world . Lawrie received 68 re-
sponses; equal  to  a 17% sample or 
about 1-in-6 Bi rding-Aus subscribers . 
In  October 1999, he conduct ed t he sur-
vey again. This  time there were 75 re-
spondents from about 420 Birding-Aus  
subscribers (about 18%). Most  were 
from recreational  bi rders, but a few 
r e s p on s e s  f ro m  p r o f e ss io n a l               
ornit hologists  were al so received.  
A somewhat  underdone analysis  of t he 
answers from F GS#2 can be seen at  
www.bluep.com/~oco/Fguide.html   
It  is  our int ention to  provide something 
more subst antial  by way of analysi s  
this time!  
Since the l ast  survey in  1999, a major 
new fi eld  guide (Morcombe) has  be-
come established, and Fl egg’s error-
ridden photographic guide has  been 
spruced up. We think it ’s  now time for 
a new survey – FGS #3.  
If you parti cipat ed in  either F GS#1 or 
2, pl ease join  i n  again. If you are new 
to the survey – welcome! – and pl ease 
send us  your reply.  
To parti ci pa te i n the s urv ey , all you 
need to do is  answer t he questions  on 
the previous  page, and e-mail  t he re-
sults  back to  either 
Alast air Smith  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

at al cl are@netspeed.com.au or Lawri e 
Conole at ci cadabi rd@bluep.com by 
no  la ter tha n 1 5  Septem ber 2 00 3.  
Nobody is  identi fi ed in  the web pub-
lished results  (which will be made 
avail abl e through Gang-gang or C an-
berra Bi rd not es ), and so privacy i s  
guarant eed – be as  frank in  your an-
swers as  possibl e.  
Results will be collat ed and published 
online during October –  November 
2003. The UR L and l aunch dat e for 
FGS#3 results  will be publi shed on 
Birding-Aus  and B AR D as soon as  
they are avail abl e.  
 
RE FE RE NC E S:  
Fl egg , J.  (2 00 3 ). Pho to g rap hic Fi eld  Guid e t o  
th e Bi rds  o f Aus t ral i a. (New Ho ll an d:  Fren ch ’s  
Fo rest ).  
Mo rco mb e, M.  (20 02 ). Th e M ich ael M o r-
co m b e Fi eld Gu id e to Au st rali an Bi rds . (St ev e 
Pari sh  Pu bl is hing : Arch erfi eld ). 

 
J OI N T M EE TI N G: C U M B ER -
LA N D BI R D OBSER V ER S C LU B  
and BI R DI N G N SW 
Cumberl and Bi rd Obsrvers  Club and 
Birding NS W are delighted to  an-
nounce a joint meeting on  :   Tues da y  
6th Ja nua ry 2 00 4  at   :   Newington 
Armory  S ydney Olympic P ark. Entry 
via Jamieson St reet  ( off Holker 
Street  ). F ree parking avail abl e at  Blax-

Ja c k W i n te r  (Micr o eca  l eu co ph ea ) o n  b u r n t b ra n c h   
Ph oto cou rt es y He l e n  Fal lo w  
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land Common car park. Gate opens  at  
6.30pm for 7 .00pm st art. 
Spea ker: DR  JIM F OWLER , Principal  
Lecturer in  Envi ronmental  Biology at  
De Montfort  University , Lei cest er, UK 
P res enta tio n: “S eabi rd populat ion 
monitoring near the North  S ea Oil  Ter-
minal i n S hetland – a 26 year st udy”  
[Dr F owler will  al so be giving a bri ef 
overview and present ation of the l atest  
preliminary results of a study into t he 
House S parrow decline i n t he UK.] 
EV ER Y ON E I S WELC OME  
  

BI R D S A U STR A LI A ’S  
TWI TC HA THON  2 003   

(N SW &  A C T) 
 

Weekend 25-26 October 2003 
 

Mea s uri ng the o utco mes of pro tect-
ing  rem na nt w oo dla nds fo r birds i n 

the Murra y C atchm ent o f N SW 
 
 

For more information about the 
twitchathon see last months Gang-

gang or contact: 
Frances C zwalinna 

Twit chathon C oordinator 
Birds  Aust rali a, Southern NS W & 

AC T Group 
P.O. Box 1322, Crows Nest , 1585 

Tel ephone/Fax:Frances  (02) 9872 4185 
Email: secretarybird@bigpond.com 

Website:  htt p://
snag.birdsaust rali a.com.au 

 
SN A G tha nks v ery  si ncerely  each of 
the donors of the foll owing pri zes  for 
thei r generous donation and for all t he 
support  they have given to t his year’s  
event .   
 

�
�
�

�
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Children under 10 years  prize for each 
of up t o 4 children i n t eam for most  
speci es  seen by t he t eam 
“First Fi eld  Guide t o Australi an Bi rds  
book” together with  St eve Parish’s  
“Aust ralian Birdlife Fun Activity  
Book”. 
 
Individual  chil d under 10 years - prize 
for raising t he most  funds 
A book voucher to  the value of $25 
kindly sponsored by Envi robook, 38 

Rose Street , Annandale 2038  Tel. (02) 
9518 6154.  
 
Children 10-16 years  pri ze for each of 
up to  4  children i n t eam for most  spe-
ci es seen by the team    
Michael  Morcombe’s  Field  Guide t o  
Aust rali an Birds 
 
Individual  child  between 10-16 years  
pri ze for raising the most  funds   
A book voucher to  the value of $50 
kindly sponsored by Envi robook, 38 
Rose Street , Annandale, 2038 Tel:  (02)  
9518 6154.  
 
Main race:  1st pri ze:   
Weekend ret reat accommodation in  a 
luxurious t ree-house style cott age at  
Bombah P oint  Eco Cott ages , 969 B om-
bah Point  Road, Bombah Point  vi a Bu-
lahdel ah, NS W (from a Friday evening 
to S unday aft ernoon) for members  of 
the winning t eam.  This retreat i s adj a-
cent t o Myall  Lakes  National  Park and 
has  been designed and built  on sust ain-
abl e t echnology with care t aken for t he 
envi ronment without compromising 
comfort .  It offers sol ar power, spa 
bath, gourmet kit chen, gas BB Q, log 
fire and a DVD player.  F rom Emu 
Tours  emutours@ozemail .com.au  
 
Main race:  2nd pri ze:  
Weekend accommodation (one night ) 
at  award winning fi ve st ar Ti zzana 
Winery B ed and B reakfast  at  518 Tiz-
zana R oad, Ebenezer, NS W 2756 Tel . 
02 4579 1150.  The garden of this  great  
B & B is  home to  the Rock Warbl er, 
among many other species. F rom Emu 
Tours  emutours@ozemail .com.au  
 
Main Race:  3rd pri ze:   
Birdscaping pl ants  for each member of 
the t eam, t ogether with  a book on bi rd-
scaping techniques .  What  bett er way 

PASSIVE SOLAR HOUSE   
South Rosedale 

Arupingi is a passiv e solar house situ-
ated in a peaceful bushland setting in 

South Rosedale. Birdwatching is possi-
ble f rom the comf ort of a chair on the 

front or back deck.  For the more ener-
getic, Guerrilla Bay and Burrewarra 

Point are within walking distance. The 
wetlands at Barling’s Beach are only few 
kilometers away.  Rich birding is av ail-

able in almost any direction, the Eurobo-
dalla Botanical Gardens are a f avourite 

spot. The f ront beach at Rosedale is 
patrolled by the resident white sea-

eagle. Tariff - $50 per night; $250 per 
week ($300 per week in school holi-
days); 3 night weekend $125; 15 De-

cember to 31 January - $400 per week. 
Further details contact – Greg or Sallie 
Ramsay, 31 MacRobertson St, MAW-

SON, ACT 2607, phone 6286 1564 or e-
mail at greg.ramsay@argay.com.au 

 
 ………. 

 
MUDBRICK COTTAGE 

Mallacoota 
Our mudbrick cottage is available for 
rental f or all those nature lov ers out 

there!! It is set amongst the trees in Mal-
lacoota, Victoria (approximately 4 hours 
driv e f rom Canberra).  It is only 10 min-
utes walk to the beach, 5 minutes walk 
to the golf course and about 15 minutes 
walk to town. It sleeps 4-6 upstairs and 
there is a sof a bed downstairs. It is f ully 

self -contained with a kitchen  
and laundry . 

Please contact Barbara de Bruine   
(02 – 62583531) for further inf ormation. 
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Join Richard and Roz for their 2003-04 tour program 
 
  

 SPRINGTIME IN THE MALLEE 
 

 5 to 11 November 2003           $980 
We combine two popular favourites - hunting for the endangered  

Plains-wanderer with Philip Maher; then spending most of the tour  
in Gluepot tracking down all the  Mallee specials at a time when the  

Reserve is bursting with life. Mainly camping. 

 
 A SNOWY CHRISTMAS  

 
 24 Dec 2003 to 1 Jan 2004         $1180 

Spend the festive season at a lodge high in the Snowy Mountains -  
then travel along the Snowy and Deddick Rivers. All Christmas/New  

Year festive fare included. Half camping/half accommodated. 

 
 EMU GO ES TO LORD HOWE ISLAND 

 
 13 to 20 March 2004                $1900 

One of Emu's favourites as Ian Hutton, the island's expert naturalist,  
spends the week with us. Includes flights by Qantaslink. Excellent,  

centrally-placed accommodation with cooked breakfasts & some other meals included.  

  
EMU GO ES TO MALAWI AND ZAMBIA 

 
 13 to 27 June 2004                $2900 ex Lilongwe 

These tours to 'the friendly heart of Africa' are proving rightly popular. 
Travel with Richard and a local guide to the best birding areas - including  

the outstanding South Luangwa National Park in Zambia. Book early! 
 
  
  

 Richard Jordan & Roslyn Hemsley    EMU TOURS PO Box 4 Jamberoo NSW 2533 
Phone (02) 4236 0542  Fax (02) 4236 0176 

emutours@ozemail.com.au    www.ozemail.com.au/~emutours 
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to improve upon your bi rdscaping t ech-
niques  than by utilising the pl ant s  
kindly sponsored by Mill er’s  Garden 
Cent re, 189 Windsor Road, Vineyard, 
NS W Tel . 02 4577 2576.  Mill er’s  Gar-
den C ent re cont ains  2 .5  acres  of nurs -
ery pl ants  to  enhance residential  and 
local  gardens  l arge and small.  The 
nursery is  regularly   visit ed  by a 
square-t ailed Kit e. 
 
Champagne race:   
Champagne for each member of t he 
team, of course!!  
 
Most  funds rai sed by an individual i n  
NS W/AC T: 
“C oracina” cott age accommodat ion 
over one weekend together with  a ham-
per  of  wine  and  t as ty  t r eat s .  
“Coracina” is  a delightful cottage situ-
at e i n  S hearwater Crescent , B awley 
Point  - south of Ull adull a close to  Lake 
Willi nga and Murramurrang National  
Park, (beach habit at  for Littl e Tern and 
Hooded Plover).   Weekend covers  a 
Friday to  S unday evenings  for up to  8  
people – 4 couples  - generously do-
nat ed by Prof. Henry Nix (P resident  of 
Birds  Aust rali a!).    
 
Fun pri ze to  the person who sees  or 
hears t he rarest  bi rd! 
Tupperware pi cni c it ems, including a 
champagne goblet , small  and not  so  
small  cont ainers  for salads , sandwiches  
and nibbl es  all  compactly designed to  
enjoy on a day out birdwatching.  
 
Club/soci ety/group pri ze:    
Cheque for $100 to  the club whose 
members have t he most  t eams!  (NOTE 
the change of cat egory thi s year!)  En-
courage your club t o  get  lots  of t eams  
together or sponsor one of those t eams! 
 
 

Lucky Twitcher’s  Pri ze : 
Binocular cl eaning kit  and opti cal  req-
uisites kindly sponsored by Proust  Op-
tical, Westfi eld  S hoppingtown, Figtree, 
NS W. 
We ho pe y o u no t o nl y  hav e l ots  o f  
fun, but wi n o ne o f thes e g rea t pri zes  
too ! 

AvIan Whimsy # 13  
Em us  a nd Shem us , a nd o ther 

Em us em ents 
 
Last month I shared some thoughts  on 
the most  ancient  of li ving birds , t he 
ratit es . (At l east , I wrot e it  –  I have no 
way of knowing i f you read it !) Austra-
lia has  two li ving ratite speci es , of 
which cassowari es  have probably only 
recently wandered across  from New 
Guinea. I’m going t o maunder a littl e 
about  emus  though.  
As  the great  grassl ands  spread at  t he 
expense of the rainforests , the ances-
tors  evolved longer l egs  and necks  t o  

watch for predators , whil e great er and 
greater si ze progressively excluded 
more and more predators . Finally  t he 
evolutionary questi on had t o answered;  
"Right  bird , any bigger and you won't  
be abl e to  fl y; what  do you reckon?". 
And the ancestral emu said i n effect  
"Aw j eez, I dunno… Nah, bugger it , 
I'm going t o go for it !" . (This is  a littl e 
bit metaphori cal  you underst and, but  
that's  the gist  of it .) 
Emus were common around the Lime-
stone Pl ains  at the time of European 
settl ement , but  i n l ess  than 50 years  
they had been harri ed to  extinction. 
Most  of what  we know about  emus  
comes from the inl and, but  we do know 
that  high count ry emus  followed a 
similar patt ern. They pai r off in  mid-
summer, and dally  for about  fi ve 
months. In  l ate May and June she l ays  
up t o 20 l arge dark green eggs  in  a 
scrape on the ground, tot alling up t o  
15kg. Not  surprisingly, she reckons  by 
now that  enough is  enough, and she 
plays  no further part  in  Happy F ami -
lies , though if she’s  still  feeling frisky 
she can go off and do it  all again with  
someone el se! He broods for eight  
weeks , and during the whole time he 
lives  off his  body reserves without eat -
ing, drinking or defecati ng, rousing 
only to  turn the eggs  several times  
dail y. Locally  eggs  were apparently  
laid  in  about  July, which meant  t hat  t he 
male was i ncubating i n t he snow. How 
do your child  care tri als  compare with  
that ? 
The bumblebee-stri ped chicks  can walk 
within hours , and run and swim within 
a week. As  they get  older, t hey are dis -
tinguished from older bi rds  by a dark 
neck and head. Dad cares for them for 
18 months , so he only breeds  every 
other year.  
Emus need a very nutriti ous  di et, and 
wander across  great  areas  to  fi nd it , 
following the rains  and seeding shrubs , 
especi ally  acaci as , fruiting t rees  and 

Em u  (Dromaius novaehollandiae) 
Photo court esy I a n F ras er 
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shrubs , hatching caterpill ars  and grass -
hoppers . This  has  l ed to  many of thei r 
probl ems  with  European settl ement . In  
West ern Aust ralia t he Great  Emu War 
of 1932 was fought  between migrating 
mobs  of over 20,000 emus , and t he 
Aust rali an army with  machine guns  
and grenades, called in  by t he WA gov-
ernment . Jock Marshall i n his  pioneer-
ing conservation work The Great  Ex-
termination reports "History does  not  
record the name of the CO emus, but  
he must have been a good chap". It  
seems  that  perhaps  only a dozen emus  
were kill ed, and the Govt had to  with-
draw the milit ary t o save them from 
further embarrassment . 
The booming of emus  is a famili ar 
inland noise, produced by a unique 
cl eft  and infl atable pouch in  the tra-
chea. The most powerful version of it  
is exclusive to  female emus  during 
breeding season, when it may be heard 
up to  2km away, but any camper will  
have heard it  at night, as curious  emus  
investigat e an unfamili ar obj ect , such 
as  a t ent .  

The name emu is  not, as  we might  sup-
pose, of Aboriginal  origin , but  from the 
Portuguese ‘emeu’ for ‘crane’, which i s  
how early  sailors designat ed t he long-
legged gi ants . (These sail ors  were 
Dutch, but P ortuguese was  the lingua 
franca of t he sea at  t he time;  that  how 
ever is  of course utterly  irrel evant .) 
The genus  name, Dromaius , is  from the 
Greek for swi ft . 
It  is  generally  beli eved that  t hree emu 
speci es  exist ed at  t he beginning of t he 
19th century. The King Island emu 
(known now only from a few bones) 
and t he Kangaroo Isl and emu (of which 
just one skin exists ) were apparently  
full  speci es , whil e the Tasmanian emu 
(represent ed by t hree skins ) was    
probably a race of t he mainl and spe-
ci es. ‘Our’ emu has  prospered with  
inland watering point s, but  declined i n  
settl ed areas .  
As  ever there is  more to  say, but  my 
quota has been fill ed and some l aws  
are emutable. 

Ian Fraser   i anf@pcug.org.au 

So m e g oo d new s fro m  Hel en’s  wa tch 
Helen F allow called me on the t el e-
phone i n early  August . Hel en was  so 
excit ed t hat  I j ust  had to  share it  with  
you all . Since t he fi res, Helen had only 
seen groups  of Diamond Fi retail s  num-
bering 5 or l ess. Last  year, at  the same 
time, she said, numbers were up t o 30. 
The morning of her call to  me, Helen 
had counted a group of 18—a wonder-
ful  si ght , she said .  No juvenil es  yet  
this year...but  perhaps t he fact t hat  
group numbers are on the i ncrease 
means t hat  there i s some hope. 
Helen provided a beauti ful  sel ecti on of 
Diamond Fi ret ail  photos  for you all , 
but I could not  fit  t hem in t his  edition.  
Perhaps  Ian will  do a whimsy to  ac-
company the photos  in  the October 
editi on? 
Thanks  Helen.  
The editor  
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Committee Nomination Form 

Nominations for the election of officers and ordinary committee members should be submitted, in writing, 
signed by two members and the person nominated, to 

The Secretary, Canberra Ornithologists Group  
PO Box 301  
Civic Square ACT 2608 

by 5 November 2003. 

We hereby nominate …………………………………..……………………………………………… 

for the position of ……………………………….……...…………………….………………………. 

on the Committee of Canberra Ornithologists Group Inc. 

Nominated by ……………………………….. and …………………..…………………..………….. 

D ia m o n d  Fi r e ta il (Stega no pleur a gu tt atu m) o n 
b u r n t b r a n c h      Pho to cou rt es y He l e n  Fal lo w  
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COG info 
President 
Barry Baker, ph 6274 2402 (w),  
mobile 0412 484 728 
Vice President 
Nicki Taws, ph 6251 0303 
Treasurer 
Joan Lipscombe ph 6262 7975 
Secretary 
Doug Laing ph 6287 7700 (h) 
Membership inquiries 
Contact Alastair Smith 6281 3221 (h) 
or 0401 993 381 for changes of  
address or other details 
Address for correspondence 
The Secretary 
COG, PO Box 301 
Civic Square, ACT 2608 

 
 

Gang-gang editor 
Tanya Rough 6161 0151 (h) 
Newsletter distribution 
Lia Battisson and helpers 
Canberra Birds Conservation Fund 
Donations to this fund are tax  
deductible. Funds are used to  
support projects that protect and 
enhance native birds and the  
environments that sustain them. 
COG website 
http://www.canberrabirds. 
dynamite.com.au 
COG membership 
2003-2004 membership: Individuals, 
families and institutions: $35. school 
students (under 18): $17.50.  

 
 

Office (6247 4996) 
COG maintains an office in room  
G5, Griffin Centre, Bunda Street, 
civic. 
Office volunteers are not in  
attendance for regular opening 
hours. 
Members access by prior  
arrangement. 
COG E-mail Discussion List 
COG has an email announcement 
and discussion list for members and 
friends of COG: ‘Canberra Birding’, 
also known by the nickname ‘cog-1’. 
Join the list at 
http://www.topica.com/lists/canber
rabirds or by sending a blank 
email message to canberrabirds-
subscribe@topica.com. 

 

If  undeliverable, please return to  
Canberra Ornithologists Group, Inc.  
PO Box 301, Civic Square ACT 2608 
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OCTOBER deadline 

Friday 26 September 2003 
 

 Send updates to  
Tanya Rough, 

Editor Gang-gang 
rough.boden@apex.net.au or 

Tanya.Rough@ea.gov .au  
Ph: 6161 0151 (ah) 

 

Articles should be l ess than 500 wor ds (300 
for reports of  1-day field  trips; 150 for  
Atlassing Snaps hots),  except by prior  

arrangement  with the editor. Print   
photographs  with articles encouraged. 
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Many of you will know of the fabulous HANZAB volumes being  

produced by Birds Australia.  Six volumes of the seven volume series  
are now completed.  The seventh is well underway.   

 
 Alas, Birds Australia is desperately short of funds to complete this important 

work.  It has launched an appeal to raise $800 000. 
 

Send your donation  - cheque (payable to Birds Australia Research Fund),  
or credit card (Bankcard,Visa or Mastercard) - to HANZAB at Birds Australia, 

415 Riversdale Road, Hawthorn East VIC 3123.   
You should include a note indicating that the donation is  
towards the completion of the final volume of HANZAB. 


