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    Gang-gang   
                                           NOVEMBER 2013   

 Newsletter of the Canberra Ornithologists Group Inc. 

NOVEMBER MEETING 

Wednesday 13 November 2013 

7.30 pm.  

Canberra Girls Grammar School,  Multi-
media centre, corner Gawler Cres and  

Melbourne Ave, Deakin.  

Everyone welcome 

What to watch out for this month 

After the AGM the speaker will be Dean 
Ingwersen, Threatened Bird Program 
Manager/Regent Honeyeater recovery 
coordinator at BirdLife Australia,  
on ñConserving Regent Honeyeaters  
in a changing landscapeò. 
 

Regent Honeyeaters have recently been 
listed as Critically Endangered in NSW, 
with population estimates now as low as 
500 individuals nationally.  While this 
may seem like great cause for alarm 
there are encouraging signs for the 
species ï numbers appear to have 
stabilised somewhat recently, 2011 was 
the best breeding season for several 
years, and the captive breeding and 
release program has reached a couple 
of significant milestones in the past 
twelve months.  During this seminar 
Dean will discuss all of these results and 
what they mean for the species, as well 
as discussing the reasons behind the 
situation we see the species in now.  
Dean will also provide some (hopefully) 
thought-provoking discussion around 

 Continued Page 2  

Continued Page 2  

Masked Woodswallowðfemale                   Photo:  Geoffrey Dabb 

The rapidly drying conditions in both Queensland and 
NSW, possibly compounded by the large areas that were 
burnt in the NSW bushfires, has resulted in a very different 
local bird scene from what I expected only 5 weeks 
ago.  This includes a number of species that I hadnôt 
alerted readers to look out for in my October column.  The 
most conspicuous of these have been the White-browed 
and Masked Woodswallows, which were first observed 
early in the month (surprisingly, I thought at the time, even 
though I heard them myself on two occasions) moving 
high overhead to unknown destinations, but towards the 
end had also been widely reported at ground level.   

Numbers of the latter have not been as high as they can 
be (generally less than 50 of each species) and whether 
they will stay around long enough to breed is still 
unclear.  However, reports of many at ground level a bit 
further inland at Young and overhead at Robertson, where 
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ways forward, along with an outline of the 
challenges ahead for Regent Honeyeaters and 
other woodland birds.  From continuing habitat 
loss and a changing climate, through to 
increasing pressure from aggressive species like 
Noisy Miners, there are many challenges ahead. 

ééééééééééééé... 

Wednesday 11 December ï 
Membersô Night   
Due to the unavailability of the meeting venue in 
January the COG committee has decided to 
move the annual Membersô Night forward to 
December.  This provides an opportunity for 
COG members to contribute short presentations 
(about 10-15 minutes long) on a range of bird 
related topics.  So if you have a favourite birding 
moment for 2013, some special photos to share 
with members, a birding story to tell, or anything 
that you think might be of interest to other 
members, please contact Jack Holland (6288 
7840 A/H), or by email on 
jack.holland@environment.gov.au ) as soon as 
possible.  Members who have not presented to 
COG before are especially encouraged. 

they are less often seen, suggest we could expect 
further influxes during November.  Another species 
has been the Channel-billed Cuckoo of which 
there were 4 reports over two days of possibly the 
same bird but in different suburbs of Canberra; in a 
couple of cases there was sufficient time for the 
observer to grab binoculars and actually see the 
bird rather than the usual report of its noisy 
passage overhead. 

This has also been well illustrated by a number of 
waders/waterbirds reported, some of them rarely 
seen in the ACT, at least outside of Lake 
Bathurst.  The best observed of these (including as 
the back drop video to the start of the COG 
meeting) has probably been the Wood Sandpiper, 
which was present at the Fyshwick sewage ponds 
for several days early in the month.  Others 
included up to 4 Red-necked Stint, a Ruddy 
Turnstone, and a probable Common Tern seen 
by a number of observers.  This is a very rare 
inland record which if accepted by the Rarities 
Panel would be the first record for the ACT.  Other 
records include up to 15 Whiskered Tern, 19 Sharp
-tailed Sandpipers, a Black-winged Stilt, and up 
to 25 Plumed Whistling-Ducks at their usual spot 
at Trucking Yard Dam near Bungendore (one 
wonders what attracts them to this specific spot).    

The much drier conditions than expected has also 
resulted in many more White-winged Trillers and 
Rufous Songlarks visiting the ACT than I had 
expected a month ago, in particular the former, with 

November Meeting ð  
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Sharp-tailed Sandpiper                  Photo: John Gordon 
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What to watch out for this monthð 
continued from Page 1 

Committee News 
 
The COG Annual General Meeting will be 
held at the start of the November COG 
meeting.  
COG will be undertaking another round of 
Superb Parrot surveys for the ACT 
Government. 
COG is monitoring the Silver Gull breed-
ing on Spinnaker Island.  
 
Neil Hermes is leading the planning for 

COG's 50th anniversary in 2014. A num-

ber of projects are under consideration, 

and the help of COG members will be 

needed as the year progresses. 

 

Sandra Henderson 

mailto:jack.holland@environment.gov.au
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www.philipmaher.com 

 
in one case a half dozen seen together and including reports 
of nest building already.  Confounding my predictions of last 
month numbers of bronze-cuckoos also seem to have 
increased significantly, in particular the more coastal Shining 
Bronze-Cuckoo.  However, I can only find two further 
records of the Pallid Cuckoo, and it certainly doesnôt appear 
that itôs going to be a good year for observing this species, 
which actually seems to have moved out of the area. 

The first report of the Leaden Flycatcher was just after I sent 
my October column to the editors on 26 September and this 
species was well and widely established a month later (as 
was the Sacred Kingfisher first reported on 21 September).  
This was soon followed by the Rainbow Bee-eater on 29 
September; typically this is less widely observed after its 
passage through Canberra to the sandy creek beds, etc, to 
the south where it breeds.  The first Dollarbird was reported 
on 3 October, and this species has also been widely reported 
since.  The first Eastern/Pacific Koel was heard about 10 
October; it too was increasingly reported as the month 
progressed, and it seems again will be causing sleepless 
nights for many Canberrans this summer. 

Surprisingly, given they are also most likely to be here during 
dry years, there were no further reports of the Brown 
Songlark, and none so far of the Horsfieldôs Bushlark.  Of 
the passage migrants, there were only two late reports of the 
Rufous Fantail and a single report of the Satin Flycatcher, 
and none so far of the Cicadabird (latter two species seen in 
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Australian 
Ornithological 

Services P/L 

PO Box 385 
South Yarra 3141 

Victoria 

 Tel: 03 9820 4223 
Mob: 04173 10200 

      enquiries@philipmaher.com 

2014 tours 
 

1 ð 8 February 
Tasmania bird & mammal tour 

  
19 ð 26 April 
Alice Springs and  

West MacDonnell Ranges 
 

25 May  ð 8 June  

Top End including 
Mitchell Plateau/black grasswren 

option 
 

12 ð 27 June 

 Queenslandôs Gulf of Carpentaria 
& Atherton Tablelands 

 

Late August 
 New Caledonia 

  

6 ð 25 September 
 Strzelecki Track 35th tour 

The four states outback expedition 
 

30 September ð 8 October 

 NSW Central Coast. Gloucester  
Tops NP, Barren Grounds NR,  

Tapin Tops NP. 
 

10 ï 19 December 
SW Western Australia 

 

Plains-wanderer Weekends 
2014 

25 & 26 October 2014 

Please see itineraries, checklists and 

latest news on our website 

Red-kneed Dottrel                                    Photo:  David Cook 
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southern Namadgi on the Blitzðed.).  So please 
keep an eye/ear out for these last-named species, 
which complete the list of those summer migrants 
likely to be seen in Canberra in most years. 

As would be expected from the warming, drying 
conditions, reports of the winter altitudinal migrants 
from the urban/peri-urban areas of Canberra 
decreased significantly over the month. Notably 
there was one late report of a Swift Parrot taken into 
care after having been found sitting low in a tree in a 
car park in Campbell.  Interestingly there was a 
report of two Scaly-breasted Lorikeets 
investigating tree hollows at Campbell Park a couple 
of days earlier.   

There have also been 6 further reports of the Scarlet 
Honeyeater, from 4 different locations. It is 
unclear why this coastal species has remained here 
under the drying conditions; I would expect for 
different reasons from most of the above, except 
perhaps for the Shining Bronze-cuckoo. Other rarer 
species reported have included the Pied 
Butcherbird, a Spangled Drongo (inland and 

coastal species, respectively) and a Barn Owl. 

In keeping with mid-spring, there have been many 
reports of breeding during October, too many to 
attempt a summary, but with those for the Tawny 
Frogmouth (everybodyôs favourite) clearly 
predominating. However, the undoubted highlights 
were dependent young Grey Butcherbirds being fed 
in a Holder garden, a rare record and a further 
example of how this species has been moving into 
urban Canberra over the past 10 years or so.  This 
was closely followed by a probable incubating Red-
kneed Dotterel at Kellyôs Swamp, which would be 
a very rare ACT breeding record.  Other notable 
reports include Stuart Raeôs lovely photos and text of 
a Buff-rumped Thornbill nest, and several of 

Purple Swamphen chicks.   

Last month I predicted there was likely to be further 
excitement for birdwatchers in Canberra over the 
next months, but October has far exceeded my 
expectations.  The above includes the records Iôve 
obtained from my usual sources up to and including 
27 October, and of necessity have had to be 
somewhat selective.  So if your best sighting hasnôt 
been included, please accept my apologies; perhaps 
they will be able to be next month which with 
continuing drying conditions I predict will also be 

What to watch for this month ð continued 
from Page 3 

very interesting ï expect the unexpected!  So 
please keep an eye out for further late arriving 
spring/summer migrants or unusual species in 
November.   

Also breeding should be at its peak, and I highly 
recommend you join me for the Nest Workshop 
at Campbell Park on 17 November as reports 
during October indicate the presence of a wide 
variety of species there, and the past 10 yearsô 
experience has shown breeding numbers are at 
their best there when conditions are dry inland.  
As usual, always please ensure that all 
significant observations end up on the COG 
database.   

Jack Holland 

Eastern Koel  - female           Photo: John Gordon 
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Field Trip Reports 

23 to 27 September - Green Cape  
This was the fifth COG trip since 2004 and was as enjoyable as the previous ones. The days followed a pattern of 
up early at the Point around 6am to watch the seabirds going by, then breakfast on the verandah, short trips to the 
heathlands and forest areas, especially around Pulpit Rock Road, about 3 km away, and often seabird and whale 
watching from the verandah in the afternoons. In the late afternoon, we enjoyed drinks and nibbles alfresco, 
depending on the weather. Overall, the weather was fairly good, but we had a spectacular southerly change and 
storm pass through on Thursday around the middle of the day, with gale force winds turning the sea into a washing 
machine.  
 
Amongst the many Short-tailed Shearwaters passing by in streams were a few Wedge-tailed Shearwaters, 
Fluttering Shearwaters, Fairy Prions (feeding daintily on the water), Common Diving-Petrels and the 
occasional Northern Giant-Petrel. Abundant Australasian Gannets, as well as Terns (Crested, Caspian and 
one flock of White-fronted) passed by regularly, with a few Cormorants of several species including Black-
faced. Humpbacked Whales passed by regularly heading south, some spouting and breaching far out and 
others closer in to the Cape. The only Albatrosses confirmed were Shy, but these were in good numbers, and more 
than 60 were seen trailing a fishing boat on one day, with a possible sighting of a Salvin's. Four White-bellied Sea-
Eagles (2 adults and 2 immatures) were around, a Whistling Kite flew by occasionally, and up to 8 Sooty 
Oystercatchers were regularly on the rocks below or flying past piping loudly. When at the Point in the 
mornings, small groups of migrating Honeyeaters (Yellow-faced and White-naped) could be seen reaching the 
cliff, becoming confused at the expanse of water ahead, and eventually turning back. However, we did see two 
groups of Galahs doing the same thing, but then heading right out to sea in the direction of New Zealand - hopefully 
they made it back to Oz. 
 
Some of the group birded part of the Light to Light walk from Pulpit Rock Road back to the lighthouse, while others 
visited Bittangabee Bay and along the roads in forest areas. Highlights were good views of Southern Emu-wrens in 
the grassy heaths, and one person got a look at a Striated Fieldwren. There was a sighting of a small khaki 
coloured Parrot, possibly a Blue-winged, but searches failed to find it again. Wonga Pigeons, Lewinôs 
Honeyeaters, New Holland Honeyeaters, Golden and Rufous Whistlers, Spotted Quail-thrush, Fan-tailed, 
Shining and Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoos and a Superb Lyrebird were seen or heard in various habitats. 
Hearing up to 6 Ground Parrots calling from the heath along Pulpit Rock Road as dusk fell was also a highlight for 
all of the group - we had nibbles/drinks in the carpark at the Rock to escape the wind and then stopped at spots 
along the road back (and recommend future groups do this activity). One Scarlet Honeyeater was seen briefly near 
the cottages and Scarlet Robin was also recorded, both firsts for the COG Green Cape list. Common Wombats and 
Swamp Wallabies were regularly seen around the cottages. The trip total was 74 bird species, 8 mammals and 3 
reptiles. Thanks to Peter Fullagar for his usual, great commentary on the seabirds. 

Jenny Bounds 

Continued Page 6 

Southern Emu-wren   Photo: David Letham | Fan-tailed Cuckoo   Photo: Sandra Henderson | Tawny-crowned 

Honeyeater   Photo: David Letham  ð  Green Cape 
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Friday 4 to Monday 7 October - 
Stackpoole Nature Reserve near Hillston, 
NSW  
Eight COG members safely made the more than 400 km 
journey to the far south-west of NSW as trailblazers, as it 
were, to visit several nature reserves in this area. 
 
For arriving early on the Thursday afternoon (3/10 ), two 
early birds ,affectionately known as ñthe two terriersò ,were 
punished by a freezing cold night, down to 0 degrees. 
However, the splendid and somewhat surprising dawn 
chorus the following chilly morning was more than ample 
compensation.  
 
Definitely a highlight of the expedition was the profusion of 
a number of species; various honeyeaters singing and 
actually nesting close to the campsite at Stackpoole 
including such rarer species as Spiny cheeked, Striped, 
Blue-faced, Painted and Black Honeyeaters, Little 
Friarbirds and Yellow-throated Miners. Another 
example was six Mistletoebirds together in one small 
mistletoe-laden tree. Also seen here, there and elsewhere 
were the absolutely beautiful Splendid Fairy-wrens, a new 
species for some members. Of the parrot family there were 
regular sightings of Galahs, Cockatiels, Australian 
Ringnecks, Bluebonnets, Red-rumped and Mulga 
Parrots, and the Major Mitchell Cockatoos captured on 
film in a courtship display. 
 
Understandably Stackpoole was the hotspot because it was 
our campsite and we were there at prime birdwatching 
times, early and late in the day on a daily basis. Other 
places we visited were Merriwagga N.R., Loughnan 
Reserve,, Langtree N.R. and Merriwagga Swamp where, in 
addition to waterbirds, a Whistling Kite was on patrol and 
many hundreds of Masked and White-browed 
Woodswallows were engaged in breeding activities. 
 
Perhaps surprisingly, only one Jackie Winter was counted 
and for Hooded Robins only one probable sighting, 
whereas Red-capped Robins were everywhere. Another 
really beautiful bird, the Rainbow Bee-eater, was present 
in numbers and at one stage nearly became a specimen for 
collection through a near road kill incident. 
 
A total of 88 species was recorded on the final Sunday night 
roll-call but then on the following morning two small groups of 
Varied Sittellas (pileata) and a small flock of Budgerigars 
flying directly over the campsite brought the total to 90.  
Missing at Stackpoole but picked up by the terriers was a lone 
Crimson Chat at the Pulletop N.R. of much earlier Harry 
Frith and Malleefowl research significance. 
 
Everything considered it was a very successful visit, blessed 
with good weather and convivial company and COG should 
consider going there again. 

Field Trip Reportsðcontinued from Page 5 

 

Striped Honeyeater, Major Mitchell Cockatoo, 

White-browed Woodswallow  - Stackpoole NR  

Photos: Stewart Deans 


