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FOREWORD

2014 has been a very significant year for the Canberra Ornithologists Group (COG). We
celebrated our 80 Anniversary, a major landmark for any voluntary organisation, with a
program of i mportant activities that reflect
directions.

We marked our 8Banniversary through:

1 The Ganggang Bird of the Year projecti the Ganggang is the first bird selected
for this concept which we hope to extend to other birds in the future. Thedgaagg
is the COG logo and the project was designed to engage the community in reporting
sightings (or absence of sightings) of Gayaggs and build our rather sketchy
knowledge base on this iconic bird.

1 A Public Forum fLandscapes for Birds Foruiri the Forum was opened by Mick
Gentleman, newly elected ACT Planning Minister and aimed to improve public
awareness of the need for landscape scale conservation and restoration and
enhancement and was targeted at the broader public to raise awaren¢shesaou
important issues.

1 A Photographic Competition, opened by Nicole Lawder, MLA, of photographs by
COG members designed to stimulate and increase public interest in our regional birds.
Over 300 visitors viewed the display of great photographs and thmp&ition was
won by Julian Robinson.

1 A Series of Short Talksi these were reminiscences by Members about COG over its
50 years to reflect on its achievements, its history, and stories that brought a very
human face to COG. These talks also served toligighthe important role it has
achieved as a welkspected organisation within the community.

1 Inauguration of the Steve Wilson Medali The Steve Wilson Medal is an annual
award in honour of the contribution made by Steve Wilson, one of the founding
fathas of COG. The Medal recognises meritorious contribution by an individual
through voluntary service to COG. The inaugural award to two recipients announced
at the Gala Dinner on 22 November 2014, was made to Jenny Bounds and Grahame
Clark.

1 A mini guide onthe birds of Canberrai The guide was produced as an information
brochure for the general public to inform them about birds in Canberra, provide
photographs of familiar birds, and a map to show where they can be found.

1 Beginners Walksi To encourage memleof the public to experience the pleasure

of watching and identifying birds in thei
were conducted by COG member Tony Lawson at the Australian National Botanic
Gardens.



1 A Gala Dinner i was held on 22 Nowveber
2014 at Gold Creek Station, Hall, to wrap up the
year of celebrations. The Guest Speaker, Dr Bob
Brown former Senator and Leader of the Greens
provided an inspirational talk and the event was a
resounding success.

These activities highlight the major events that
celebrated our 30 Anniversary but COG
members through their ongoing commitment to
the organisation demonstrated how vibrant and
successful it is now and l&kely to be into the
future. All COG members can be proud of the
profile that the 58 Anniversary celebrations
generated for COG within the community and in
government circles where COG was officially
recognised in the ACT Legislative Assembly for

its work.
Gala Dinner: Guest speaker,
Dr Bob Brown and COG president, This Special Edition of the Canberra Bird Notes,
Alison Russel-French another initiative designed to capture for

posterity the COG Anniversary Yearaptures
the essence of our B®nniversary and | commend it to all members. Particular thanks are
due to Michael Lenzeditor of the CBN, and Neil Hermes, Chair of th& Bdniversary Sub
committee, for all their hard work in bringing this edition together.

Alison RusseHlFrench
President

EDI TORG6s NOTE

My thanks extendo all contributorgo this Anniversary Issu¢o Neil Hermes for the idea of
a special issuep the authorsor their excellent response to requests fusto write articles

to Julian Robinson for designing the cover pdagelanette Lenfor valuable editorial input
and toMargaret Hermesind Stuat Rae who took many photos of all features of the Gala
Dinner. A selection of those photos is shown is tbsue.

Enjoy reading about COGs rich history andliverseachievements

Michael Lenz
January 2015



PRESI DENT6S REIBORT 2013

This Report covers the period November 2013 to October 2014 encompassing COGs 50
anniversary year. We have marked this very significant event in a number of ways that reflect
the breadth and diversity of COG, its members and the activities done under tHeaGaHE

Many COG members have been very active in supporting COG during this time and | would
like to extend a very sincere thagiu to all those who have contributed over the year to
make our celebrations such a success.

COG Committee

COG has been venryell-served by a dedicated and enthusiastic Committee and | would like

to take this opportunity to thank the 11 members of the -Ad18ommittee for all their

efforts. The Executive consisted of Alison Russe#nch, President, Neil Hermes, Vice
presidentand coordinator of the COG Bcelebration, Sandra Henderson, Secretary and
responsible for COG membership and running the Raffle each month, Noel Luff, Treasurer,
Chris Davey, manager of COG Surveys and leader of the CH@rbfEct on Gangjangs,

Jenry Bounds, COG Conservation Officer and organizer of the CO® G@nservation

Forum, Sue Lashko, editor of Gaggng, meetingoom organizer, and Outings Officer,
Julian Robinson, responsible for development of the new Website, Lia Battisson and Sandra
whobot h assisted with the Treasurerds respon:
arrangements after members meetings, and Bruce Lindenmayer and Stuart Rae who have
been stalwarts in their support across regular COG business and as well as tf&COG
arrangements with Bruce arranging the Spring ANU/COG Mulligans Flat/Goorooyaroo
surveys and Stuart for organising production of a range ®AB@iversary brochures.

As well as Committee members, we have been well served by a number of other members
who have provided invaluable service to COG: Jack Holland who is responsible for the
member s meetings speakers progr am, Mi chael
for managing the COG database, Duncan McCaskill for the Garden Bird Survey, Barbara
Allan for the Bird Blitz and the Rarities Panel, Nicki Taws who is the COG Records Officer,

and Kathy Walter and John Goldie for managing the sales desk.

COG Membership

There are currently 270 members of COG with 63 new members joining during the year. A
with any organisation we always have a loss of members including those who can no longer
participate in COG activities, those who move away from Canberra, those who pursue other

3



priorities, and some new members who find COG isn't what they were loakirtddwever
to all our continuing members you are a vital part of our organisation and your support for
COG is very much appreciated.

COG 50" Anniversary

The major focus for COG in 2014 has been the commemoration of it&rlversary. This

was celebreed with an Anniversary Program that included events designed to both
acknowledge this significant anniversary and showcase COG to the community as an
effective and professional organisation. Particular thanks are due to Neil Hermes for all the
work he haglone in coordinating the BAnniversary year.

The Program of special events included:

Bird of the Year ProjeefThe Ganggang Cockatoo

A 12 month long project to find out more about the COG emblem was initiated in March
2014. To date (October Ppthere have been over 3200 sightings reported from the COG
area of interest with contributions from members of the public and COG. The interest in this
project has exceeded expectations and has been greatly assisted bylinbedata entry
portal developetby Atlas of Living Australia for the project. This dime facility is currently
receiving over 90% of all sightings. Many thanks to Chris Davey the Project Manager and
Kathy Eyles the Communications Officer for this very successful project.

COG Photograhic Competition

The COG Photographic Competition was held from 30 June to 5 July at the Legislative
Assembly Exhibition Room. 15 members exhibited 48 photos of 29 local species. The
Competition was opened by Nicole Lawder, MLA and over 300 visitors vighedisplay.

Visitors were encouraged to vote for their favourite photo and the one that attracted most
votes was by Julian Robinson of a pair of Sa
of Rosellas in the Fog was the runigrand Kathy Waltewas the winner of the lucky draw

prize. Congratulations to all who entered the competition and to the winners. We have
received suggestions that this might become an annual COG event and the Committee will
consider this option.

COG Landscapes for BirdsoFum

The Landscapes for Birds Forurwas held on 5 July with the aim of improving public
awareness of the need for landscape scale conservation and restoration and enhancement. The
Forum, which was held at the Legislative Assembly Reception Room, attraatesded

audience of around 75 people most of whom were not COG members. This was seen to be a
success as the aim in holding the Forum was to engage with the broader public on the issues
addressed at the Forum. Various studies, research, community/lamdéotdgement and
onrthe-ground work in the ACT and nearby NSW were the topics addressed by the guest
speakers. Mick Gentleman, newly elected ACT Planning Minister, opened the Forum. |
would like to thank all those who presented at the Forum but partitiaaks go to Jenny

Bounds for the organisation of the Forum.

COG 50" Anniversary Short Talks

As part of the COG 8bAnniversary, Neil Hermes arranged for a number of COG members
to present short talks about COG over its b
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days (Neil Hermes an®ichard Schodde), the strong conservation agenda that COG has
pursued (Jenny Bodns ) , COG©Oos contribution t o ANU I
Lindenmayer) the history of COG bird banding (Mark Clayton), the history of COG bird
song tapes and CD (Chris Davey)i LakelGeorghi st or
and Lake Bathurst (Michael bez ) , and the history of COG©O s
was a wonderful opportunity to reflect on COG and its achievements, its history, and
appreciate the important role it has as anwedpected organisation within the community.

Steve Wilson Medla

The COG Committee resolved to inaugurate an annual award in commemoration df the 50
Anniversary, the Steve Wilson Medal, to honour the contribution made by Steve Wilson, one
of the founding fathers of COG. The award recognises meritorious contribiyicsn
individual to COG and is open to any COG member emexber. The recognised service

will have been voluntary service to COG, not service to birds. A Committee has been
established to consider any nominations made for the award. The inaugural asarchee

to two recipients, Jenny Bounds and Grahame Clark, and was announced at the Gala Dinner
on 22 November 2014.

Special Edition of the Canberra Bird Notes

A special edition of the Canberra Bird Notes that captures the COG Anniversary Year will be
pubished inJanuary 2015 The edition will feature all of the significant aspects of this
important celebratory year

Mini Guide
A mini guide on the birds of Canberra has been produced to inform the general public about
birds in Canberra. The guide provigasotographs of familiar birds and a map to show where

they can be found. The guide will be available at the ACT Information Centre for people
visiting Canberra as well as being part of C

Beginners Walks

A series of Beginner8Valks was run by Tony Lawson at the Australian National Botanic
Gardens as part of the COG celebrations. These were aimed to encourage members of the
public to experience the pleasure of watching and identifying birds in their natural habitats.
From May awards, a total of 5 Saturday walks were conducted with abed® Jieople
attending each walk. Particular thanks to Tony for conducting the tours on behalf of COG.

COG Gala Dinner

The final event " Anniversdryevias the €ala ODi@DIteon 2D
November 2014 at Gold Creek Station, Hall. The Guest Speaker for the event was former
Senator and Leader of the Greens, Dr Bob Brown. The evening was a great success and Dr
Brownds address a particul ar hiegvatibn agchhis, foc
efforts to engage the younger demographic in conservation work. The event wound up a year

of special activities and all COG members can be proud of the profile that the 50
Anniversary celebrations generated for COG within the commumity ia government

circles where COG was officially recognised for its work in the ACT Legislative Assembly.



Conservation

Conservation of our birds remains an important focus; however, in recent years we have
prioritised our involvement in issues, and waonkre in collaboration with the Conservation

Council ACT Region and other groups on major matters. Jenny Bounds continues in her role

as COG Conservation Officer, with assistance from other Committee members. As a Vice
President of the Conservation CounBiICT Region, Jenny also represents COG in that
forum. In recognition for the contribution
ACT wi | | have for COG interests, COG contril
cat containment and commungngagement.

Conservation issues we have engaged in include:

finput to the ACT6s Nature Conservation Bil|
threatened species and communities and other conservation related meatterdinated
by theConservation Council,

1 comments on the ACT Environmental Offsets policy,

1 comments on the ACT Trails Strategy 224} (about recreation use in parks and
reserves),

1 comments on Superb Parrot habitat improvement plans (part of the planning for impacts
from further urban development in Throsby, Gungahlin),

1 with other groups and the Conservation Council, raised concerns and sought more
information about a proposal to-lecate the RSPCA to a site bordering Callum Brae NR
in Symonston, and

1 provided input to arange of other matters/projects coordinated by the Conservation
Council, including proposal for ACT wide, phasedcat containment, urban development
i n West Bel connen and various publications
environmental matters.

Woodland Bird Monitoring Project

The COG Woodland Bird Monitoring Project has been running since 1998 and quarterly
surveys continue (142 monitoring points/15 locations of grassy woodlands across the ACT).
Ten years or more of data will be reached fosigés in 2015/16, when a major data analysis
can proceed. Jenny Bounds coordinates the project, with Chris Davey, Nicki Taws and
Alison Rowell providing support. Alison Rowell continues to have a key role as consultant to
the project. Thanks to all inkeed, including the site coordinators and Helen Mason (data
entry), in this important longerm project for COG. As usual results are incorporated into the
Annual Bird Report published in CBN.

Woodland and Wetlands Trust

COG also has representation on ¥deodlands and Wetlands Trust which was established to
enhance management in and undertake -farging for Mulligans Flat and Jerrabomberra
Wetlands Reserves. | chair the Trust Committee and Jenny Bounds sits on the Mulligans Flat
Management Committee amglan alternate on the Trust Committee.



Bush Stoneurlew reintroduction at Mulligans Flat

This year, COG partnered with the Woodlands and Wetlands Trust to reintroduce Bush
Stonecurlews to the Mulligans Flat Woodland Sanctuary. The birds were rdleaSketober

2014. A number of COG members have been involved in the project in various capacities:
Chris Davey, Jenny Bounds, Kathy Eyles and Mark Clayton (banding the birds). COG has
not only provided financial help but members have also been involvbd thaily feeding of

the birds held in captivity between their arrival in June and their release in October. In
addition, and with help from COG members, tracking of the birds movements is now in
progress. We anxiously await the outcome of this interggtroject. COG has committed
$5,000 per annum funding in 2014 and 2015 to the project, and expects a further group of
birds will be released in 2015.

Surveys and record management

The 12 month period to November 2014 has again been a busy one fordttsirveys
conducted by members. Two new surveys were initiated in 2014, the CHBirfi0of the
Year project (Refer to the B0Anniversary item above) and the reintroduction of the Bush
Stonecurlew project (see above).

Superb Parrot Survey

A fifth survey of possible breeding habitat for the threatened Superb Parrot in the ACT was
compl eted with help from COG members. A
breeding status of the Superb ParrmBblytelis swainsonji during the 20134 breeding

scason, Throsby Ridge. ACTO6 was again compil

Government with a copy placed in the COG library.

Superb Lyrebird Survey

The survey, to document the recovery after the 2003 bushfire at Tidbinbilla Nature Reserve,
washeld for the 11 year as usual on the third weekend in June with results published in the
COG newsletter and provided to the ACT Government.

Garden Bird Survey

This survey is now in its 34 year with over 70 sites surveyed. As usual, results are
incorpaated into the Annual Bird Report published in CBN. Thanks to the many contributors
and to Duncan McCaskill for managing the survey and for data analysis. Kay Hahne and
Anne Hall once again continued with the difficult task of entering the GBS data.

Mulligans Flat/Goorooyaroo Survey

The Spring surveys run by the Fenner School, ANU, has again invol8ed@G members

in data collection. These surveys have now been running for 9 years and help to contribute to
the woodland restoration project conducted by ANU. COG members have also been
involved in surveys at Jervis Bay and in surveys at Cowra and around Canberra for the
Stewardship Project. Many thanks to Bruce Lindenmayer for coordinating the COG
contribution to these important surveys.

The COG Blitz

The Blitz was run for the"™®year, as usual over the last weekend in October, with Barbara
Allan yet again managing the survey. Our thanks to Barbara for the considerable work
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involved in this most val uabl e andsefforisi oy abl
were published in @nberra Bird Note89 (2).

Waterbird surveys at Lake George and Lake Bathurst

On behalf of COG, Mi chael Lenz is continuin
interest (Lake George since 1979 and Lake Bathurst sifg@). In 201314 Julienne

Kamprad and Peter Milburn assisted at various times. The lakes continue to be a refuge for
waterbirds and the egoing surveys provide significant data.

Jerrabomberra Wetlands Bird Survey

The quarterly survey of the Reserve arigad by Chris Davey was initiated in July 2012 with

four surveys (January, April, July and October 2014) conducted over the reporting period and
involving 12 COG members and Friends of the Wetlands. The surveys are run on behalf of
the Jerrabomberra Wetlds Management Committee who report to the Woodlands and
Wetlands Trust. Unfortunately the Fyshwick Sewage Ponds were closed to the public for
renovations over the period although special permission was obtained for access for the
October survey. Specidhdnks to Michael Maconachie (COG member and Reserve Ranger)
for participating in all of the surveys.

Kosciuszko to Coast (K2C) Bird Surveys

Nicki Taws has again been responsible for running the COG contributions to the K2C bird
survey in April and agaimiOctober covering 23 properties in the area between Williamsdale
and Bredbo. On both occasions 15 COG members contributed their time and expertise.
Always a most enjoyable outing, it was finished off with a BBQ at the Bush Heritage
property O0Scottsdal ed.

Lord Howe Island Bird Survey

The second survey was run over the wedld"7 September with a report to the NSW Office

of Environment and Heritage currently being prepared. In addition to the coordinators (Peter
Fullagar and Chris Davey), who participdtiast year, David and Kathy Cook, Christine
Ledger, Michael Robbins and Gail Neumann all put in a sterling effort to complete the
survey. We await confirmation for the 2015 survey.

Silver Gull Breeding Survey

On behalf of COG, Peter Fullagar and Cldsvey again surveyed the breeding colony on
Spinnaker Island, Lake Burley Griffin. The colony has continued to expand with a maximum
of 465 active nests found and 867 eggs. A report has been provided to the National Capital
Authority.

Records Management

Essential support for the COG database is provided through the Records Management Team
and the Rarities Panel. |1 would like to acknowledge the role of Paul Fennell (Database
Manager) with much support from Steve Wallace. | would also like to acknowledge the
contributions provided by the Records Officer, Nicki Taws, and to Tony Harding, Helen
Mason and others responsible for data entry. The Rarities Panel consisting of Richard Allen,
Jenny Bounds, Grahame Clark, Dick Schodde, Nicki Taws and Barbara Allaretésg)

have continued the important role of verifying unusual observations. During the year David



McDonald, assisted by Mark Clayton, Nicki Taws and Richard Schodde, revised the COG
Annotated Check List.

The COG website

Julian Robinson has done a fatiapb in getting the new COG website up and runnifige

website went on line on 1st March 2014, three years after serious efforts began to replace our
original site. Using new technology, the neyv
and ea®r to use, while providing new facilities and better access to fast changing
information. Part of the justification for the new site was that much of the content can now be
entered and updated by nerpert members who are directly responsible for easd, aather

than one or two overworked website specialists.

Another objective was to make the website a first port of call for members seeking

i nformati on about COGO0 s -gang tsurveys tande ather H@ttc h a s
anniversary happenings, for whidgh has been very successful. General reaction from
members and neme mber s has been very positive, whil
shown the design to be robust and reliable. A number of improvements are planned to be
implemented gradually ovéne next year or two.

The new website would appear from web statistics to be hugely appreciated and used by an
audience far beyond COG's membership. Member usage of the site has more than doubled
and the photo gallery continues to be the area that rectigehighest proportion of visitors.
However the sitebds different construction hi
longer appears when people google on bird names. We may want to look at this in the future

as there may be a larger actiradrease in use of the new site than we are currently able to
detect.

2014 COG Field Trips Outings

2014 has been another busy year with 35 weekend outings. There has been the usual mix of
morning and day outings, as well as camping or accommodate@wep® to 4 days. Our

annual boat trip in February and bus trip in late winter continue to be popular. The 2 pelagic
tours from Eden in September were again edyscribed so next year there will be 3 pelagic
tours.

| would like to thank Sue Lashkorfter great efforts in managing the field trip outings and

all leaders for suggesting a venue and volunteering to lead. Most of our leaders put their
hands up every year to lead one or more outings. The COG field trips programme would not
exist without yur generosity of time and enthusiasm for birds. Particular thanks to Anthony

Overs who has again |l ed two beginnersé out.i
members of the public to COG, as well as improving the ID skills of existing memlaeis. J
Hol |l andds nest wor kshop at Campbell Par k ¢

members and nesting birds! Well done to new leaders, with John Harris and Julie Clark
introducing us to some little known birding sites in Gungahlin, Duncan McCasédlirig
birding by bike at Mulligans Flat, Jean Casburn introducing us to Guthega in summer as well
as Narrabundah Hilnd Michael Lenz to TSR 48 near Gundaroo.

Members were surveyed myear to gather feedback on the current programme and changes
for the future. There was a high level of satisfaction with the current programme, as well as
considerable interest in mideek trips so three will be offered in 2015.



Thank you to Martin Butterfield for again coordinating the very successful Wednesday
walks.

The draft 2015 programme is in the November Gagagg and leaders are sought for several
outings. | encourage you to get involved and take us to your favourite birding spot.

Communications and Publications
Ganggang

Many thanks are also due to Sue Lashko @ad Neumann fotheir excellent efforts in the
editing and publishing of our newsletter and to Dianne Davey for its distribution-@§zaug

is a great source of information to members with its wide range deardad news about the
birds of Canberra and the surrounding rege are always looking for members to write
occasional columns on bird related topiesfavourite species or family, a recent trip or some
other item of interest to members. Please et Bashko know if you would like to exercise
your writing skills and add to the interesting contributions in Ggeaigg.

Canberra Bird Notes.

Three issues of CBN were produced over the year. Two general issues were edited by
Michael Lenz. The remaininggge consists of the Annual Bird Report, produced and edited

by Paul Fennell and Steve Wallace and a team of dedicated COG members who write up the
species accounts. | would like to thank all those COG members involved in the production of
the Canberra Biréllotes.

Monthly meetings

| would like to thank Jack Holland for arranging another very interesting program of speakers
for 2014 for our COG monthly meetings. The monthly meetings took a slightly different
format this year with the COG B0Anniversary series of short talks (Refer to the report on
the 5¢" Anniversary above).

Highlights in the longer talks we have heard over the year include Dean Ingwersen and his
presentation on the Regent Honeyeater at the AGM last yedr a u r a pdesehtatieno n 6 s
on how the Eastern Koel has duped napuve Red
the year (Gangg ang) , Andrew Cockburnés presentation
Roost FIlights, David Linde-R@&goeprdia ortlard Kk o n
research and Matt Herring on the Australasian Bittern in rice fields.

This last talk inspired both COG members and the COG Committee to contribute to the
crowd source funding that Matt had initiated and it is great to see that it wasssutae
reaching the funding goal. $2,500 was agreed to be contributed on behalf of COG by the
Committee. This project is a great example of how working with landowners can bring
benefits to birds.

John Youngds present at i onParmnin conjuectioR witth AGTC o v e r
Eremaeabird was another particular highlight in the year.
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Canberra Birds Conservation Fund (CBCF)

The Canberra Birds Conservation Fund was established to receidedasgtible donations
and to expend the funds recadven activities that contribute towards achieving COG's
environmental objectives, namely:

To encourage interest in, and develop knowledge of, the birds of the Canberra region,
To promote and cordinate the study of birds, and
To promote the conservatiaf native birds and their habitats.

One grant was made during the year: to Dr Virginia Abernathy of the Australian National
University to support her research titled "Investigating the rate of coevolution between the
Pacific Koel and its hosts". As a @®guence, the Fund is in the unusual position of having
money available to allocate to worthwhile projects, but no applicaticurrently before it.
Members of COG, and others, are invited to contact the Fund if you have proposals that, if
supported, wuld help to attain COG's environmental objectives.

Conclusion

201314 has been a particularly significant year for COG with the celebration of 8ur 50
Anniversary. | wish again to thank all those who have worked so hard in so many ways to
provide whathas been a starmlit year and | also express my sincere appreciation to those
who have assisted me in my role as President over the year.

| would like to pay particular tribute tiovo of our Committee members who are leaving the
Committee this year our Secretary Sandra Henderson who has been Committee Secretary
for 9 years and Noel Luff, our Treasurer for a number of years. Both have given fantastic
service to COG in these positions and we all thank them very much for their dedication. Not
surprisingly the reason they have given for standing down now is to go and do more
birdwatching. Good luck to both of them in this and everything else.

Alison RusselFrench
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SPECIAL EVENTSAND PROJECTSIN CELEBRATION OF
COG6 & ANNDVERSARY

Neil Hermes andenny Bounds compiled the reports on Special Events
COG 2014 BRD PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION

During the 2014 anniversary year COG held a photography exhibition to showcase the great
wor k of COGOs bird photogr apherCGanberrabilde br at e
create an interest in Canberra birds and promote COG.

The exhibition was held in the Legislative Assembly Building in Canberra City and ran for a
week from Monday 30 June to Friday 4 July 2014. It was opened by Nicole Lawder MLA
ShadowEnvironment spokesperson

Opening of theCOG 2014Photographic exhibition by MLA Nicole Lawder.

The competition was open to members of COG. Almost 50 photos were entered depicting 29
species. The 15 photographers choose subjects from Owlet Nightj&watophens. The

most commonly entered species was the Ggamng Cockatoo,but EasternSpinebills,Black
SwansNankeerKestrels and awnyFrogmouths were well represented.

Members of the public were invited to lodge a voting slip for their favourite phatthe

voting box. Over 200 votes were registered. First and runner up prizes were awarded to the
"Canberra’'s Most Popular Bird Photo 2014" as voted by the public. First prize went to Julian
Robinson for his intimate photo of a pair of Satin Bowerbitd$i@ bower and second went

to Charles Dauvis for a paintidike photo of a group dRosellas in a foggy mountain gully.
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The success of the exhibition as judged by the media atteptibng t o g rirdepest and s 6
visitor engagement has encouraged the 20065 committee to look at the possibility of
future exhibitions.

Second Prize Rosellas inthe fog (Charles Davi$
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Runner-up: Striated Thornbills (Julian Robinson)

Runner-up: Black-shoulderedKite (Geoffrey Dabb
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Runner-up: @ranch with eyedi Tawny Frogmouth (Stuart Rag

Runner-up: Australian Raven (Julian Robinson
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PUBLI C FORAUNDSCAPES FOFRCONSREIRS/I NG AND
ENHANCI NG THEI R HABI TATS

As part of COGs 50th Anniversary year evertkss public Forumin July 2014aimed to

improve awareness of the need for landscape scale conservation and restoration/enhancement
of habitats for birds. Increasingly, there is a call for an ecosystem approach or whole of
landscape approach, and a critifc@dus onconnectivity of core habitats, so birds (and other
animals) can move across the landscape, particularly against a background of a changing
climate.

!—’«

Il n celebration of Canberra Ornithologists

Landscapes ifcornskRirrvdsag and enl
their habitats
Progr-&8mturday 5 July 201

1.30 pm- Welcome and introduction: Alison RusselFrench, President, Canberra
Ornithologists Group

Opening Remarks:Mick Gentleman, Member Legislative Assembly (ACT)
1.45pm DrVeronica Doerr The Landscape Revolution Needs YOU

2.15 Dr Adrian Manning  Integrating Research and Restoration: the Mulligans Flat
Goorooyarroo Woodland Experiment

2.45 Chris Davey A citizen science survey of the Gangang Cockatoo
3.10 Afternoon Teabreak

3.30 Rainer Rehwinkel Kosciuszko to Coasi a Landscape Connectivity
Partnership

4.00 Nicki Taws Doing it for the birds: Revegetation as habitat

The Forum, held at the ACT Legislative Assembly Reception Raitrgacted a mixed,
public audiencef around 75 people, and it was pleasing that most were not members of our
group Public participation/engagemewts an important aim of the Forum. Various studies,
research, community/landholder engagement and on the ground work in the ACT and nearby
NSW were tre topics of the guest speakers. Mick Gentleman, MLA, A6d Planning
Minister,opened the Forum. Jenny Bounds coordinated the Forum arrangements.
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Dr Veronica Doerr, (CSIR@cosystem Sciences) began the Forum wifitesentatioabout
the importance of the whole of the landscape for birds (and biodiversity), in tercmef
sites and corridors for movement, including paddock trees as stepping $donkdrian
Manning (ANU) then spoke about thulligans Flati Goorooyarroo Woodland Experent
which aims to restore a large woodland landscape antrogluce locally extinct species.
Rainer Rehwinkel, (Chair of the Kosciuszko to CeasC - project, and threatened species
officer at NSW Office of Environment and Heritage), spoke about thandscape
Connectivity Partnership and local NSW projects for birbécki Taws (representing
Greening Australia) then brought -gnound work into focus with a presentation about the
Birdwatch project in revegetation ges in the local regiorkinally, Chris Davey (COG) gave
a progress report on theitizen science survey of the Gaggng Cockatoo which COG is
undertaking over its 50th anniversary year.

Neil Hermes spreading the word about COG, local birds and

the environment on Public Radio (Queanbeyan FM 96.7)as

part of the effort in the Anniversary yeart o r ai se COG6s publ i c
profile.
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CANBERRA ORNITHOLOGISTS GROUP GALA DINNER

The final event "Amiversary vaba Gala Binn€ GeBidors 22 Sldvember

2014 at Gold Creek Station, Hall. The Guest Speaker for the event was former Senator and
Leader of the Greens, Dr Bob Brown. Over 120 members enpgigght of reminiscing and

shari ng st orst8syeas.fHighlights @vere of course an address by Dr Bob
Brown and the awarding of the inaugur al St ev
trivia quiz. The nightodrerdC was President Al

Eleven previous and current COG Praidentsattended theGala Dinner:

(left to right) Paul Fennel, Jack Holland, Alistair Drake, Chris Davey, Grahame Clark,
Henry Nix, Richard Schodde, Bruce Lindenmayer, Jenny Bounds, Neil Hermes,
Alison RussellFrench (current President).

List of ACT RAOU Branch Chairmen (until 1969) and then COG Presidents

1966 Warren Hitchcock 1986 Peter Roberts

1966 Steve Marchant 1988 Neil Hermes

1969 Gerry Van Tets 1990 Malcolm Fyfe

1973 Grahame Clark 1991 Bruce Lindenmayer
1975 Frank Crome 1994 JennyBounds

1976 Richard Schodde 1996 Paul Fennel

1979 Henry Nix 2000 Barry Baker

1981 John Penhallurick 2003 Jack Holland

1982 Alistair Drake 2008 Chris Davey

1984 Bryan Fitzgerald 2013 Alison RusselFrench
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The COG 2014 Committee photographed athe Gala Dinner in November 2014

(left to right) front: Lia Battisson (Member), Sandra Henderson (Secretary), Alison
RusseltFrench (President), Chris Davey (Member)back Noel Luff (Treasurer), Jenny
Bounds (member), Bruce Lindemayer (Member), NeilHermes (Vice-President), Stuart
Rae (Member) Sue Lashko (Member) absent.

1\ 7
sl

The moment immediately after he presentationof the Steve Wilson Medad: (left to
right): Neil Hermes, Jenny Bounds, Grahame Clark, guest speakddr Bob Brown,
Alison Russel-French and Paul Thomas.
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STEVE WILSON MEDAL

As part of COGs 2014 8Dyear celebrations an award was created to recognise individual
contributions to COG. It was decided to annually award the Steve Wilson Medal to a person
who had made an outstanding and sustained contribution to the activities of the Group. An
Award Commitee consistingf two long term COG members Bruce Lindenmayer and Neil
Hermes and the current President Alison Rud3slhch was established. The Award
committee had the unenviable task of selecting the first Awardee. COG has been fortunate
that many pedp have made outstanding contributions to the Group over the past 50 years.
Many members were considered to be highly worthy of the award. In the end it was decided
to award two inaugural medals. These went to Jenny Bounds and Grahame Clark

The awad has been made in the name of one of the founders of COG, Steve Wilson.

The following notes are based on a longer obituary written by David Purdesszanberra
Bird Notes34 (2009 197-203.
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Stephen James (Steve) Wilson OAM
19122009

Steve and his family moved to Canberra in
1959 with the Department of the Navy.

Before coming to Canberra, Steve, together
with two of his sons, had begun to get seriously
involved in bird watching. This interest
continued in Canberra where he soon got to
know the few bird watchers that were in the
city in those days. He became int&sal in bird
banding and enrolled in the Australian Bird
Banding Scheme in September 1960. He took
to this activity with greatenthusiasmand
started experimenting with the use of mist nets
which at that time were largely unknown in
Australia. He soon beoze competent in their
use.

Photo reproduced from:
Steve Wilson (1999Birds of the ACT
Canberra Ornithologists group

In 1962, he became a foundation member of the Bird Bandgseciation of Australia (now
the Australian Bird Study Association) and, as well as being a-dengng committee
member, was its president in 1966.

Steve is one of the founding fathers of the Canberra Ornithologists Group (COG). In May
1964, eight local bird watchers attended a meeting at Steve and Nonie's home at
Narrabundah. As a result of this meeting a formal gathering attended by 27 Royali#wustral
Ornithologists Union members and visitors was held on 3 June 1964 in the CSIRO
conference room at Black Mountain. At this gathering it was agreed a letter should be
forwarded to the Council of the RAOU recommending the formation of an official branch i
the ACT. This was accepted by the RAOU and the ACT Branch of the RAOU was formed.
This was the forerunner of COG which came into existence when the Branch was
discontinued and replaced by COG on 15 April 1970.

Until his lateryears Steve always playedn active and leading role in the activities of both
COG and its predecessor the local branch of the RAOU. Although he was never officially
president or chairman he served in these roles on one or two occasions. He was also on the
committees of both grogpand was editor d€anberra Bird Notegrom April 1975 through

to January 1981. In January 1980, in this latter role, he was largely responsible for changing
the format of the publication to thahich we know today.

As well as his involvement in writghthe guideon the use of mist nets, Steve contributed,
either as sole author or-ewthor, 68 papers and short note€#amberra Bird NotesHe was

also a contributor to th&ustralian Bird Bandefnow calledCorella), Emuand various other
journals and pblications. He also made important contributions to a number of books. The
idea of a handbook on the birds of the ACT an official project of CSIRO but the professional
zoologists employed there had limited knowledge of the local passerines and Steskadas a

if he would fill this gap and contribute to the book. The result was that Steve wrote the
majority of the accounts of passerine species plus some of the clickadampressive total

of 70 species. The book was published in 1969 with theBitids in the Australian High
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Steve Wilson, Nonie Wilson and
Charles, Prince of Wales, at the
Australian National Botanic Gardens,
April 1966 (Photo by Sir David
Checketts; courtesy of Denis Wilshn

Steve passed away in 2009.
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Country. For many years it was the
definitive work on the birds of our region.
Revised editions were produced in 1976
and 1984. The history of the project is
discussed by Temple Watts (197©BN
4(8):2-6 and Wilson (2002 CBN 27(3)
124125).

The publication which gave Steve and his
family the greatest pride wdrds of the
ACT 7 Two Centuries of Change
published by COG in 1999.

One ofhis greatestachievementsvas the
encouragement which he gave to young
people who wanted to become involved
in his bird banding studies. Providing
they were willing to rise eay] so that the
nets could be erected before dawn, and to
learn, they were welcome to join him on
his trips. He was immensely proud that
six of these assistants went on to become
professional zoologists.

In 1981 Steve was made a Life
Member of COG for higontribution to
Canberra ornithology (Hermed981)
CBN 6:88) and in 1998 was awarded
the Medal of the Order of Australia for
his services to ornithology and the
community.



Joint inaugural Steve Wilson Medal Recipiens 2014
JENNY BOUNDS

Jenny Bounds has filled many COG roles, including
President from 1993 to 1995 and \Ageesident for a
total of 8 years. Jenny managed the field trips program
for around ten years, mostly in the 1990s, has been on
the COG Rarities Panel since 1997, andideen most
actively involved in bird conservation issues in the last
decade or so. Jenny has served continuously on the
COG Committee for some 25 years.

Among the achievements Jenny recalls are: when
President, getting a small grant to develop a new COG
database in Access software, which laid the foundation
for the current databases; researching and nominating
on behalf of COG a number of bird species for listing
as vulnerable in the ACT including the Little Eagle,
the first jurisdiction to recognisthe decline of that
species collaborating with others to achieve cat
containment for new suburbs abutting conservation
areas (Mulligans Flat Forde and Bonner were the
first declared areas); working with the ACT Parks Service on bird and woodland walks
brochures for Mulligans Flat, working with Penny Olsen on the Pocket Guide 'The Birds of
Canberra’, working with Louise Muir and artist Frances McMahon on the 'Birds of the Aust.
National Botanic Gardens' brochure; and coordinating two public seminars to ertmot
conservation of woodland birds and their habitats, one in 2005 attracting more than 200
participants.

GRAHAME CLARK

Grahame Clark was the organisat®second Secretary/Treasyrarposition he held from
1969 to 1971 during the period of transition from RAOU Branch to Canberra Ornithologist
Group. He was the fourth President from 19B35. He was continuously involved in
various formal and informal committee positions includingdtds and Assistant Secretary
for two decades.

He was a RAOU representative for COG and was subsequently on the RAOU .clouncil
1977 Grahame was the Canberra regional representative for the first RAOU atlas. This
involved being responsible for all datallection and validation from Western and Southern
NSW and the ACT. This role was subsequently taken by Cedric Bear.

Grahame suggested the name of Canberra Ornithologists Group when the RAOU Branch was
dissolved in 1970. At the time there was a lot ofmmittee discussion and suggestions
among others wer€anberra Field Ornithologists Group (like NSWFOC), Canberra Bird
Observers Club (like BOChpr Canberra Bird Watchers. Canberra Ornithologists Group was
decided because of t hseemddadicgtea aonnmedionyonanyathed | t
groups at the time.
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ATTENDEES AT THE GALA DINNER

7

Tabl e A Fton)ddmrgMunrd, Terry Bell, Barbara van der Linden

Tabl e AR &omaapoKay Hahne, Nick Nicholls; (r. from top): Janette and
Michael Lenz, Horst Hahne.
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Tabl e i HdronctapnMark Cl@yton, Julian T eh, Rosemary Schodde;r()
Richard Schodde.

[ow—

Tabl e i @fromaxdpei@nne Tracy, Elsa and Paul Fennell;r; from top) Stuart
Rae, Harvey Perkins, Karen Betts.
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Tabl e n Clfrok tog Bthel L{ff, Lindsay and Rhonda Hansch; ¢. from top)
Noel Luff, Martyn and Pat Moffat.

Tabl e A Mlatgrg JukedMcGuipess, Jane Green, Sandra Henderson, Kathy
Walter, Peter Battisson.



Tabl e A R.ifrgretagpnMargaret Considine, Simon Bennett, Trevor Lipscombe;
(r. from top) David and Kathy Cook, Joan Lipscombe.

Table R o b il.ntoor.:from{ top Ann Gordon Smith and Bruce Lindenmayer, Andrea
and Jack Holland, Robert Skliwa and Erin Brown.
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Tabl e qlPfiomp tof) ©ecily Dignan, Tina Bromhead, Megan Mears; i, from top)
Matthew Frawley, Alex Smythe.

Tabl e A Qrfrarkt@)oTony &nd Charmian Lawson; (. from top) Bill Robertson,
Inge Zumstein.
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Tabl e A HdronmotopoErinng Clark, David Purchase, McComas Taylor; ¢. from
top) Mark Vassallo, Grahame Clark, Alistair Drake.

i

1

Tabl e f § frampap)dDavid (Landon and Jeannie Gray, Greg Ramsay;r( from
top) Charles Buer and Margaret McJannett, Sallie Ramsay.
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Table A S wil ffomn top) Duphcan McCaskill, Marnix and Lisa Zwankhuisen; (r. from
top) Stuart Harris, Steve and Helen Stephinson.

Chris Davey and Neil Hermes checking the responses to thestdinner Trivia they had
designed
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Across Tables: Larry OO6Loughlin, Clare Hende
Baird, Elizabeth Moore.

At the Bar: (l. to r.) Jan Morgan, Greg Ramsay, Alison RusselFrench, Nick Nicholls.
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THE BIRD OF THE YEAR PROJECT:
CITIZEN SCIENCE SURVEY OF THE GANG-GANG COCKATOO

CHRIS DAVEY” AND KATHY EYLES®

A24 Bardsley Place, Holt, ACT 2615
Bkathy.eyle@anu.edu.au

One of the projects undertaken by COG to celebrate tfieABfiversary was a Bird of the

Year project on the Gangang Cockato@Callocephalorfimbriatum). Members of the public

were asked to become involved in the project by recording any sightings ofg@ags from

the COG area of Interest; an area between Yass and Goulburn in the north to Bredbo in the
south.

The Ganggang holds a specialggiificance to the ACT as the faunal emblem of the Territory

and proudlyappears athe logo of both COG and the ACT Parks and Conservation Service.

It is also a species that local and visiting birders like to see. However, despite this, little is
knownabat t he birdodés abundance or s e asteasal mo v
at different times of the year, what nest sitesses, or its breeding success.

The aims of the project were to
1 Expand on our knowledge of the Gagang within the COG are# interest
1 Involve the membership and general public in a citigeience based project on birds
1 Promote the activities of COG

The Ganggang survey was launched on 13 March 2014 at Corroboree Park, Ainslie by
Canberra naturalist, lan Fraser, and will fon 12-18 months depending on participation
rate. At the time of writing (16 December) records have been received for over 10 months
with more than 4000 observations from over 330 observers.

From the start of the project it was realised that to get thaicpunvolved good
communications were essential, so in late February, Kathy Eyles was appointed to act as
Communications Officer for the project. I n
communication expertisshe will be able to use exper@s gained from the citizestience

project towards her Ph.D. exploring how urban people value nature. With the help of Stuart
Rae a | eafl et was pr oduc &ahggta ntg eQo cokHaatvoeo 6y owh
then widely distributed. The leaflet tined the aims of the project, how to contribute and

how to submit observations. In mMay Kathy submitted a successful ACT Environment

Grant application for $6,035 to assist with the data recording, analysis and reporting on the
results of the survey

The survey was in two parts. Firggeneral ad hombservations on the location and
behaviours of Gangangs throughout the period could be providea gpecifically designed

form. Second, four periods, each of seven daygewet aside to gather moretdied daily
activities. ThMsstepacadurktnowas alsaddeee @n t he CC
protocol and was designed to obtain records of days when birds were not observed. For each

of the designated seven days, observers were required td teedargest number of Gang

gangs observed each day within a 100m radius of a site of the observers choosing, usually a
garden or work place. The four periods were2b9February, 2227 May, 2127 August and

20-26 November.
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Gang-gang Cockatooemergingfrom its nesting hollow Chris Davey

Before the start of the project Chris Davey approached Atlas of Living Australia (ALA) to
produce an ottine records input portal so that members of the public could input their ad hoc
observations directly via the gal to the ALA database. The entry page to the portal could

be accessed directly or through the COG website. The portal was provided free of charge and
proved to be very popular with over 85% of all observations enterdideanin addition to

the portal,observations could be provided on a paper form which was made available for
printing from the COG website, in the COG newsletter or available at monthly COG
meetings.

The Muster forms were available one month before the due Muster period and were available
from the COG website, the newsletter or at monthly meetings. In addition, thanks to Julian
Robinson, a form was made availablelioe via the COG website.

To ensure that the COG Discussion List (dive¢) was not inundated with queries and
observationsrom the general public about Gaggngs a specific email address, known as
@gquery was set up to which survey queries cou

The data verification process, checking and determining-cgeadinates for survey
observations, created a signéit workload. Although it was possible to provide coordinates
by clicking on a map provided with the ALA portal, virtually all other coordinates needed to
be determined from site descriptions; usually through Google Maps. Data verification has
been possilel with the help of Steve Wallace, Anne Carrick and Michael Robbins. A report
on the findings of the survey will be produced at the end of the survey.

In addition to monthly progress reports in the COG newsletter and on the web, a progress
report was prowded to the BIGNET meeting of bird clubs held in Canberra over the weekend

12-13 April. Presentations about the survey were given to the ACT Park Care and Landcare
Coordinators on 3 June, at the K2C Landholders Connectivity Forum on 20 June, at the
OLanmsforaBrdsconserving and enhancing their h a
Legislative Assembly on 5 July and at the C
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30 September. The project team also engaged the ACT Rangers working in the
Murrumbidges corridor, at Tidbinbilla Nature Reserve and Namadgi National Park, and
interested schools and scout groups.

A most successful publ i c e n ggaagnegnsedn t S twuadse n t
Competition and Exhibition with 80 student artworks on show bet®&0 November at

the M16 Artspace, Griffith. Students were invited to use the art medium of choice and
produced ceramic 3D works, drawings, paintings, collage and sculptures about the Gang
gang Cockatoo. A prize of $250 was donatedbbgkmecu to each dhe winners of the

junior and senior section, as voted by visitors to the exhibition. A selection of student
artworks will be displayed at the Civic Library over the summer school holidays in January
2015.

Throughout the year of the survey there has Isegmficant media coverage with newspaper
articles and features, radio interviews and stories on ABC 666 and a feature on ABC TV
news and the 7.30 report. This coverage has greatly assisted with community awareness and
interest in the survey, as well asdping the public upo-date with survey progress and
timing of the Muster count events.

Lara Hedley from Campbell High School with her winning senior artwork from Imagining Ganggangs.

34



Imagining Ganggangs - Prize ceremony atbankmecu in Civic:
(I. to r.) Kathy Eyles, Dan Leivesley, Lara HedleyJ o O 6 S (bhnkmeuua n

35



ARTICLESON COGO6s HI STORY

THE FORMATION AND OPERATIONS OF THE ACT BRANCH OF
THE ROYAL AUSTRALASIAN ORNITHOLOGISTS UNION
(1964 TO 1970)

DAVID PURCHASE
5 Orchard Place, Melba ACT 2615

Many members of the Canberra Ornithologists Group (COG) are unfamiliar with the Group's
history, particularly the period when it was the ACT Branch of the Royal Austmalas
Ornithologists Union (now Birdlife Australia). What follows has been gleaned mainly from
records held by COG, plus my own records and recollections (although | was not in Australia
for much of the period from December 1962 to April 1966). Theseug@esnented from

the records and recollections of the late John Calaby, the late Stephen Marchant, and the late
Steve Wilson.

Preamble

Although Canberra was established in 1908 as the nation's capital, its development had been
desultory up until 1957. Bthen it had a population of about 39,000 people and was a semi
rural town with a disorganised scattering of suburbs over what was largely grassland on the
sides of the Molonglo River and its flood plain. Much of the grassland was still being used
for grazng sheep and cattle. Its role as the nation's capital was considered to be an
embarrassment by many people. In the period after World War Il the city was championed by
Prime Minister Robert Menzies and under his leadership the development of Canberra
becane rapid. In 1957, with passing by parliament of the bill creating the National Capital
Development Commission, decisive steps were taken by the Australian government to plan,
develop and construct Canberra as a modern city capable of accommodatinglthuatiees

of all major Commonwealth departments and their staff which, up to then, were largely
accommodated in Melbourne. The following years saw major changes in the landscape as the
open spaces were replaced by the roads, buildings and suburbs of Igpidgveity.
Associated with this development was an increased planting of trees and other vegetation in
parks and gardens. Plans were also underway for the creation of a lake which would occupy
the flood plain of the Molonglo River. As the landscape geanso has the bird population
which has changed mainly from birds inhabiting grassland and scattered trees, to birds of
suburbia with its gardens, parks and lakes.

Prior to the late 1940s there were few resident bird watchers, and the little inforthation

was published on the birds of the region was based on spasmodic observations. What is
known about this period has been summarised by Hermes (1982a, 1982b, 1982c), Lepschi
(1988, 1989), Veerman (1986) and White (1998).

The ACT Branch of the RAOU vgaborn into this changing environment enabling it, and its

successor the Canberra Ornithologists Group, to document the effect of these changes on the
bird population.
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Events leading up to the formation of the ACT Branch of the RAOU

The main part of thikistory begins on an evening in May 1964, when a meeting was held at
2 Scott Street, Narrabundah (the home of the late Steve and Nonie Wilson), to discuss the
possibility of starting an ornithological group in Canberra.

In that year signs of the city agwnow it today were appearing, the population had grown to
84,522, Lake Burley Griffin filled, Pied Currawongs were still largely winter visitors, and the
first traffic lights were installed.The street lights were still being switched off at 10 pm
except on Saturday when they were switched off at 11Tgm!development of the Woden
Valley had begun the previous year, but the land now covered by the urban areas of Weston
Creek, Belconnen, Tuggamong and Gungahlin was still being used for grazing. The
surrounding countryside in both the ACT and NSW was still mainly grassland with scattered
trees and used for grazing. Since then this landscape has been dramatically changed by the
developmenbf numeroussmall rural suldivisions. On a financial note, decimal currency

had not yet been introduced and the basic wage was £183%/50) a week, you could buy

a 3bedroom house in Chisholm Street, Ainslie, for £5,900 ($11,800), a new Morris Mini 850
for £763 ($1,526), and a year's subscription to the RAOU (includingrthig for £2 ($4).

A major catalyst for the formation of the ACT Branch of the RAOU was the establishment in
Canberra in 1949 of the CSIRO Wildlife Survey Section with the brief tacé&urate on
rabbit control and then move onto other economic pests and general wildlife survey'
(Schedvin 1987). The staff recruited by the CSIRO for the section included a number of
zoologists with an interest in ornithology who soon began to take @ndeaole in bird
studies in the ACT. This role was strengthened in 1953 when the AustraliaBdiding
Scheme was launched by the Wildlife Survey Section.

When discussing the events leading up to the formation of the ACT Branch of the RAOU the
significant roles played by several people operating in apnofessional capacity in the
1940s and 1950s cannot be overlooked: John Calaby, who arrived in Canld&4& and
joined the staff of the CSIRO Division of Entomology (John transferred to the Wildlife
Survey Section in 1949); Don Lamm, an American diplomat, who was stationed at the
Embassy of the USA from 1948 to 1952, and again from 1960 to 1964; andl Waite a
school student (son of the late Sir Harold White who was National Librarian); were busy
making lists of the birds of the ACT (Lamm and Calaby 1950, Lamm and White 1950). In
1959 they were joined by Steve Wilson and his sons who arrived fronoivel (with the
transfer of the Department of the Navy), and in 1960 by Bill Belton, another American
diplomat, who was stationed in Canberra until 1963 (Lamm and Wilson 1966, Lamm, Wilson
and Belton 1963).

Mention also needs to be made of Betty Tenmpatts, who in 1958, while she was still
living in Melbourne, was persuaded by Robert Carrick of the CSIRO Wildlife Survey Section
to do the illustrations for a book on the birds of the ACT (Temple Watts 1979). This book
was eventually published in 1969 '8&ds in the Australian High CountrgFrith 1969) and
gave a major boost to bidatching in the ACT.

Stephen Marchant, who was to play a leading role in the affairs of the ACT Branch, arrived
in Canberra in 1963 and joined the staff of what was therBureau of Mineral Resources.
Stephen brought with him a wealth of experience as an amateur ornithologist which he first
gained as a student in England and then put to practice in various exotic locations including
Ecuador, Egypt, Nigeria, and Iraqg, \hipursuing his profession as a geologist. One of
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Stephen's main interests was nest recording and in 1964, with the support of the RAOU
Council, he established the RAOU Nest Record Scheme which during its early years he
operated from his home in Canbeffaon 1964).

There appears to be no written record of the meeting held at the home of Steve and Nonie
Wilson, but those known to be present were Graeme Chapman, Warren Hitchcock, Don
Lamm, Stephen Marchant, John McKean, and Steve Wilson. There werblyadsut
another three people present (S. Marchant and S.J. Wilson pers. comm.).

The inaugural meeting

As a result of the meeting at the Wilson home a formal meeting was held on 3 June 1964 in
the CSIRO conference room at Black Mountain. At this megtihgch was attended by 27
RAOU members and visitors, it was agreed unanimously that a letter should be forwarded to
the Council of the RAOU recommending the formation of an official branch in the ACT. A
copy of the minutes of this meeting is in Appentliand a list of the people attending the
meeting is in Appendix 2.

The formation of the ACT Branch was formally announced in the Report of the Hon. General
Secretary of the RAOU (Gellibrand 1965):

‘Undoubtedly the most important event of the year (9 li@ctd963 to 30 October
1964) was the creation of a new Branch of the Union. In July (sic.) a general meeting
of Canberra members resolved unanimously to seek the formation of a Branch in the
Australian Capital Territory. Council endorsed the request #m the A.C.T. Branch
came into being. Messrs. Graeme Chapman and lan Grant were appointed Hon.
Branch Secretary and State Member respectively until the election of officers by this
Congress. We offer our congratulations and best wishes to the foundagimbers of

this new Branch

There is some confusion as to who were the State Representatives for the ACT. The list of
RAOQOU office bearers published on the inside of the front coveEmaifrom volume 64(2)

(March 1965) through to volume 66(2) (Octob&#966) show lan Grant and Stephen
Marchant as State Representatives for the ACT. This agrees with the handwritten
amendment to the minutes of the inaugural meeting (see Appendix 1) but not the statement
by Gellibrand which lists only lan Grant as Stateniber (I have assumed that State Member
and State Representative are synonymous).

The first Branch Report for the ACT was published in 1967 (Chapman 1967):

'Following an inaugural meeting held on June 3, 1964, when 27 members and others
interested decidethat regular monthly meetings should be conducted, a request was
forwarded to Council that a branch of the R.A.O.U. be formed in the A.C.T. Our
request was granted and the year which followed has been an active and successful
one.

Regular monthlymeetings have been held in the C.S.I.R.O. Lecture Theatre with an
average attendance of 35. Members have been asked to record their observations in a
book provided at meetings with the ultimate aim of using the informatiopriojected
Handlist to the Bds of the A.C.T. Five new records for the A.C.T. were made during
the year and already the draft for the list has been prepared.
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The only current field project at present in operation is a survey of the wintering Pied
Currawongs around Canberra.

Since April 1965, a Monthly Newsletter has been circulated amongst members and
local T.V., radio and newspapers, resulting in some publicity for the branch and
several new members have joined the R.A.O.U. during the year.

A list of R.A.0.U. members in the ATCand surrounding districts has been published
and circulated amongst members, the total now standing at 53.

A committee has been elected to conduct the affairs of the branch and this now meets
regularly each month. Plans are in hand to widen the sadpectivities other than
regular monthly meetings and we are looking forward to another progressive year.

G. CHAPMAN,
Branch Secretary

Officers of the Local Branch

At the inaugural meeting it was agreed that a committee consisting of a Braagiméh,
Branch Secretary, and four other members should be elected to manage the affairs of the
ACT Branch (see Appendix 1).

Warren Hitchcock was elected as Branch Chairman, Graeme Chapman as Branch Secretary
(he had been Branch Secretary for NSW betomaing to Canberra), and lan Grant, Stephen
Marchant, Richard Schodde, and Steve Wilson filled the other four positions. The role of
treasurer was undertaken by the Branch Secretary.

Unfortunately, because of the demands of his work, Warren Hitchcockegasently absent

from Canberra and during these periods Stephen Marchant became Acting Chairman. At the
Annual General Meeting in June 1965, Warren resigned as Chairman and Stephen formally
took over the position. Stephen remained Chairman until lpartlee from Canberra in

May 1969. Jerry van Tets was elected to replace Stephen as Chairman at the Annual General
Meeting of the local branch on 11 June 1969 (Anon. 1969a). He remained in that position
until the formation of the Canberra Ornithologi&msoup on 15 April 1970.

Graeme Chapman remained as Branch Secretary until 1969 when he stepped down. Grahame
Clark was elected to replace him as Branch Secretary at the Annual General Meeting on 11
June 1969 (Anon. 1969a) and remained in that posititihthe formation of the Canberra
Ornithologists Group.

Originally the committee consisted of six members, but at the committee meeting held on 20
October 1965 it was decided there was a need to elect another two or three.

At the committee meeting heldn 16 February 1966, it was agreed that an Assistant
Secretary should be elected to function during the absence of the Branch Secretary and Hugh
Oldham was immediately eopted to that position. He remained as Assistant Secretary for at
least 12 months.
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Members who served on the committee and the years during which they served (as indicated
by the incomplete set of minutes held in the COG records) were: Bob Ashmar6{)96&n

Betts (196869), Ken Campbell (19667), Graeme Chapman (1969), Grahame @rk
(196970), Tony d'Andria (19690), Joe Forshaw (196/0), Peter Fullagar (19680), lan

Grant (196467), Warren Hitchcock (19685), Gerald Horey (19690), Stephen Marchant
(196469), John McKean (19667), Hugh Oldham (19667), David Peters (196%0), David
Purchase (19670), Richard Schodde (19@6), Ederic Slater (19670), Bruce Stinear
(196566), Jerry van Tets (1968)), and Steve Wilson (196ZD). The total number of
people on the committee appears to have varied between six and ten. eH®wew of the
variation reflects the fact that people were at times brought onto the committee in between
Annual General Meetings. The only person to serve on the committee for the life of the ACT
Branch of the RAOU was Steve Wilson.

Committee meetingwere at first held at irregular periods in members' homes, but from 16
June 1965 they were held in the CSIRO Conference Room at Black Mountain on the third
Wednesday of each month. At some stage this practice was discontinued and meetings once
again reveted to member's homes.

Monthly Meetings

Monthly meetings of the ACT Branch were normally held on the second Wednesday of each
month, except for January and, in 1967, 1968, and 1969, December, when no meetings were
held. The meetings were held in thetlee theatre of the CSIRO Division of Entomology at
Black Mountain, starting at 8 p.m. However, on two occasions, because of building
alterations (March and April 1967), the venue was changed to the lecture theatre of the
CSIRO Division of Land Researcht 8lack Mountain (A.C.T. monthly newsletters for
February and March 1967). Refreshments were served after the meetings. The Annual
General Meeting was held each June.

At each meeting, those present were asked to sign an attendance book. An exaofination
this book shows that the number of people attending meetings varied from 16 to 54. The
average attendance was 35 in 1964-%2% 33 in 1965 (28l2), 28 in 1966 (188), 21 in

1967 (1728), 23 in 1968 (1-29), 23 in 1969 (129), and 22 at the two mésgs held in

1970 (2122).

Most meetings had a guest speaker, although as can be seen from the following exact from
the monthly newsletter for May 1987, it often proved difficult to arrange speakers:

'In past years we have drawn very heavily®8.1.R.O. members for our lecturers, but

this situation will become gradually more difficult as research is usually a slow

process. Firstly, any member who feels that he would like to lecture on any subject
connected with ornithology, please contact8seretary. We make this invitation

every year but rarely have any takers. Consequently, the committee has discussed the
possible necessity for less frequent meetings or perhaps gatherings of a different sort.
Anyone with ideas on this subject shouldsgdem on to a committee member so that
they can be considered. A final decision will not have to be made by the committee
until sometime in June

The results of this request appear not to have been made public. However, meetings
continued to be held.
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The meeting which attracted the largest number of people was held on 8 July 1964. This was
the first meeting after the inaugural meeting and the attendance book shows that 24 RAOU
members and 30 visitors were present to hear Steve Wilson present af Siedvionth' on

the Eastern Spinebill, and Starker Leopold to give a talk titled '"How weather controls the
breeding of birds in arid America'. Starker Leopold was Professor of Zoology, University of
California, Berkely, USA, and was spending five morghthe Division of Wildlife Research
(formerly the Wildlife Survey Section) to undertake a study of the food of Wielge

Eagles. Of the 54 attending, 21 were from the CSIRO Division of Wildlife Research.

At least once a year films were shown instedichaving a guest speaker. On one other
occasion, following the Annual General Meeting on 12 June 1968, a 'brains trust' was
organised in which a panel consisting of Graeme Chapman, Peter Fullagar, Jerry van Tets,
and Steve Wilson, answered, or attemgtednswer, questions asked by the audience. This
proved a popular sport in which the spectators could participate and was repeated at the next
Annual General Meeting on 11 June 1969 (which was the last as the ACT Branch of the
RAOVU), but the members ofdlpanel do not appear to have been recorded.

Finances

Finances of the ACT Branch of the RAOU were always in a parlous state. Subscriptions from
members were sent to the RAOU in Melbourne. pastion of these subscriptions was
returned to the local brancfihis meant its only source of income were profits from the
charge made at meetings for the provision of refreshments (tea, coffee and biscuits), a small
charge made to neRAOU members for the newsletter, and donations.

The Treasurer's Report tabledtla¢ committee meeting held on 17 November 1965 showed
that a small profit of £7.17.3 was made for the year 1964/65.

This lack of finance greatly hampered the activities of the branch. Many of the typing and
printing tasks which are necessary to the rugmihany organisation were done by members,

or as 'foreign orders' (i.e. they were done unofficially) in various government departments in
which members worked.

Projects

From its beginning members of the Canberra branch were involved in a number of
coopeative projects. These included an enquiry into the status and habits of the Pied
Currawong in the Canberra city area (Marchant 1965), and a survey of the birds of the
Gudgenby- Naas valleys (Marchant 1968). There were also a number of projects by
individuals including a survey of the birds of the Molonglo River flats at the east end of Lake

Burley Griffin (Brown and Gibson 1966), daily bird counts in a garden in Downer (Judge

1966), and a study of the birds in the Caswell Drive area from 1964 to 196évai®73).

There were also a number of letegm studies involving birdbanding being undertaken in

the Brindabella Range and the Canberra Botanic Gardens. All had started before the ACT
Branch of the RAOU came into existence and were being undertaketylander the aegis

of Steve Wilson. These studies were often a recruiting ground for new members of the local
branch.

Perhaps the most important project was the compilation of the bird report. This is the
foundation on which the COG Database, as wenkitdoday, has been developéeennell
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2014) This is a major source of data which can be used to document the changes which are
occurring in the bird population of the ACT and surrounding area. It is also an important
source of data for many other stuglie

Publications
Annual Reports

Three annual reports were produced as separate publications by the ACT Branch of the
RAOU. These reports were typewritten and roneoed onto foolscap paper.

The first report covering the period 1 July 1964 to 30 June 1965 psaduced on 3
December 1965. It contained three articles:

Introduction, by S. Marchant.
Systematic Notes, by S.J. Wilson.
Pied Currawong Enquiry, by S. Marchant

The second report covering the period 1 July 1965 to 30 June 1966 was produced on 5
Octoler 1966. It contained six articles:

Introduction, by S. Marchant.

Systematic Notes, by S. J. Wilson.

Report on Bird Survey of the Molonglo River Flats (east end of Lake Burley Griffin),
by R. Brown and R. Gibson.

Daily Bird-Counts in Downer, by D. Judge.

Pheasants in the A.C.T., by S. Marchant.

A.C.T. Swallow Enquiry, by S. Marchant.

The third report covering the period 1 July 1966 to 30 June 1967 was produced on 31 January
1968. It contained five items:

Introduction, by S. Marchant.

Systematic Notedyy S. J. Wilson.

Survey of Molonglo River Flats, by R. Gibson.
Birds of Mt. Pleasant, Canberra, by lan Grant.
Gudgenby Survey1966/67, by S. Marchant.

After its introduction in 1968, annual reports were publishe@amberra Bird Notesand
ceased to bproduced as separate publications.

Monthly newsletters

A monthly newsletter (usually two roneoed foolscap pages) was produced from April 1965
through to June 1967. In the June 1967 newsletter it was announced that the newsletter
would be discontinued:

‘At the last committee meeting a general review of the activities of the A.C.T. Branch
was made and it was decided that this will be the last issue of the Monthly Newsletter.
It was decided instead to supply everyone with a small printed programme ifooard

for handy reference to the coming year's activities and our rather meagre finances
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would then be directed towards making the Annual Bird Report a more worthwhile
effort.

Previous subscribers to the Newsletter will be asked to continue theidalte
donation in return for which they will receive a yearly programme, the Annual Bird
Report and still remain on our mailing list.'

The ACT Branch was being troubled by the need to conserve its funds, but at the same time it
had to maintain contact thi the local RAOU members and other interested persons. In April
1968 a newsletter was dispatched with the Annual Report for-dB66It contained the
following statement:

'It is nearly a year now since the last issue of the Monthly Newsletter appaaded
since then it has become increasingly apparent to the Committee that the regular issue
of a news bulletin to keep members aware of current activities is an essential part of
any successful organization. Consequently, from the beginning of the meidwyaa
regular Newsletter will be circulated once again. The reason for the termination of the
Monthly Newsletter last year was partly a financial one, whereby the Committee
thought it preferable to have as much finance as possible, available for our
publications fund. We were thus able during the year to produce 'A Pocket List of
Australian Birds' which is mentioned in this Newsletter.

The frequency of the Newsletter in the coming year will depend largely on the financial
support of local members. The majority of full R.A.O.U. members receive the
Newsletter free (the Branch receives no part of the subscriptions sent to Melbourne)
and we must rely on nemember subscribers to the Newsletter (who pay $1 per year)
and those who have been generous ehdogdonate, either at monthly meetings or
otherwise, to produce the Newsletter.

We should like to emphasise that because of your generosity in the past, we have been
able to establish a 'publications’ fund which has now grown, through small profits
madeboth on the Handlist of Birds of the A.C.T. and the Australian Pdgketto a

size where we can consider publishing small lists such as the two just mentioned
without having to use outside capital. It is not intended to draw on the publications
fund tofinance the general running of Branch affairs, but rather, to let it grow to a size
which, we hope, will be sufficient to finance larger publications, especially those
dealing with the local region.’

The reintroduction of a monthly newsletter was sumkdeby the production dfanberra
Bird Notes

Canberra Bird Notes
The decision to start production @anberra Bird Notesvas made at a committee meeting
held on 16 July 1968:

'It was agreed to replace the Monthly Newsletter by a quarterly publicatibe talled
Canberra Bird Notes. Subscriptions from all recipients (including R.A.O.U. members)
to be $1.00 per annum. S.NBtephen Marchantyuggested that the Annual Bird
Report could be included in a future issue and that an announcement to that effect
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should be put in the first issue. G.C. and Oj@raeme Chapman and David Purchase)
agreed to act as joint editors, the first issue woulpesgy towards the end of July.'

The development angrogress of the Canberra Bird Notes is covered later indhie(see
Hermeset al.2014 71-74).

A Field-List of the Birds of Canberra and District

A pocketsized book ¢ 19 x10 cm) with a cover and 16 pages which listed, in tabular form,

all bird species known to occur in the ACT as well as Lakes George and Bathurst. It provided
information, on a weekly basis, as to when the species was known to be present. It also
showal the localities and habitats in which they were likely to be seeras auseful book

in view of the limited knowledge available at the time.

This was a major project and took 18 months to bring to fruition. The proposal to produce
this list was discsssed at the first committee meeting of the ACT Branch which was held on
17 July 1964:

‘The proposed Working List of the Birds and District was submitted in sample form by
the Secretary (Graeme Chapman) and it was agreed that an area map be added making
seven pages in all, to be reproduced by the multilith protess.

| have been unable to locate copies of the minutes for the committee meetings held between
17 July 1964 and 15 March 1965. However, the minutes of the committee meeting held on
15 March 1965 lsow that by then, efforts were being made to find ways of financing the
publication of the list:

'‘A.C.T. Bird List SM (Stephen Marchanthad not yet received an answer from the
Canberra Times as to whether they would sponsor publication of the liskasiabout

to approach Verity Hewitt and Cheshire's (Canberra bookshops) as they had sponsored
similar publications.’

The above efforts proved fruitless and the minutes of committee meeting held on 27 April
1965 show that an effort was then made to gegtivernment to publish the list:

'‘A.C.T. Bird List. SM is now in contact with a Mr. Black at Dept. of Interior and he will
know within a few days whether they will publish it or not.'

This also proved fruitless as is shown by the minutes of the coranmitéeting held on 1
June 1965:

'‘A.C.T. Bird List SM said the Dept. of Interior had finally decided that they required
something of more popular appeal and could not print our list.'

However, the same minutes reveal other ways of getting thepuislished were being
explored:

'SIJW(Steve Wilsonkaid that Dr. Carrick (a Senior Principle Research Scientist with
the CSIRO Division of Wildlife Research) had recently indicated that funds may
possibly be available from the Royal Society. SM has @&reaquote of £85 from
Union Offset and would confer with Dr. Carrick on the correct approach to the Royal
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Society. WBH (Warren Hitchcock) suggested that the list should be made attractive
in appearance with perhaps a line drawing of a familiar bird om fitont cover. RS
(Richard Schodde) said that the CSIRO Div. of Land Research illustrator, Mr. Bill
White, had offered his services free of charge for any art work required. CGS
(Graeme Chapman) produced a typical bird list of U.S.A. origin and it wesedg

that the format of the A.C.T. list should follow the same size.'

The minutes of the committee meeting held on 16 June 1965 suggest that some changes may
have been made to the format of the list and another quote for its printing had been obtained:

'‘Bird List Mr. Marchant reported that a firm quote of not more than £65 plus tax had
been received for printing 500 copies of the list in the form suggested by Don Lamm
and including a line drawing on the front cover and possibly an A.C.T. map.

The minuts of committee meeting held on 21 July 1965 show that by then the Royal Society
of Canberra had been approached. They also provide an insight to the parlous state of the
branch's funds:

'A.C.T. Bird List. Mr. Marchant said that Dr. Carrick had submittedletter to the

Royal Society on our behalf but they had deferred a decision until next month. They
had queried our finances; however he thinks it is possible that we shall get 2/3 of our
need.

It was resolved to forward a letter via Dr. Carrick to tReyal Society making the
following points:

We have only £9 in kitty.

We collect no local fees.

Tea money our only means of finance.

The R.A.O.U. allocates no central funds to branches.’

PwpNpPR

The topic was not discussed in the minutes of tmnittee meetings held on 18 August and
15 September 1965, other than to note 'As the Committee of the Royal Society has not yet
met, discussion on this matter was deferred.’

The minutes of the committee meeting held on 20 October 1965 show that effobisin
support for the publication of the Field List finally met with success:

'‘A.C.T. Bird Handlist. Mr. Marchant said that Dr. Carrick had advised him personally
that the last committee meeting of the Royal Society had decided to donate half the cost
of publication up to a sum of £35. No official letter has been received yet.'

‘It was decided to announce in the next Newsletter that the donations received to date
were insufficient and that another £35 is needed.’

'It was decided that the Handlist@hld sell for 3/ or 30c per copy assuming that the
cost of printing remains at £70 for 500.

By the next committee meeting, which was held on 17 November 1965, things had begun to
move as can been seen from the following extracts from the minutes ofeéting:
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'‘A.C.T. Bird Handlist Mr. Marchant had the draft ready to go to the printer. He
produced the original of the map which was to reproduced and after some discussion it
was agreed that the heights of the more prominent features should be inserted

'SM said that the list would definitely be prepared over the Christmas period so it was
agreed to launch the sale at the February meeting.'

The minutes of committee meeting held on 15 December 1965 show that the Field List had at
last made it to thermters:

'‘A.C.T. Bird List S. Marchant advised that the list was in the printer's hands and that
they had promised to complete it before Xmas. He would pass on to the printer
tomorrow the drawing of a Pied Currawong kindly done by Dr. van Tets.

He al® tabled a cheque for £35 received from the Secretary of the Royal Society.'

The minutes of the committee meetings do not disclose the source of the money that needed
to be added to the £35 received from the Royal Society in order to pay the printezvefow

the minutes of the committee meeting held on 16 February 1966 indicate that, even by then,
the publication of the Field List had proved to be a profitable venture:

'PUBLICATIONS H. Oldham gave details of the Field List, revealing a very
satisfactoy position to date. Although proceeds of sales have not been received from
local booksellers, estimated receipts were given as $71.13.

Complimentary copies sent to RAOU and the Bird Bander. The printer has been paid
in full for the Field List. S. Mailtant proposed that a letter should be sent to the Royal
Society accompanied by a refund $5.31. This was agreed to by the meeting."'

The sales were so good that at the committee meeting held on 20 April 1966, two months
after the Field List first went orate, the suggestion was made that it should be reprinted:

'PUBLICATIONS Mr. Oldham reported that no further had been heard from the
B.O.C. regarding the sale of our 'Handlist. He produced a copy of a balance sheet
listing sales of our 'Handlist' anduggested that, as only approx. 100 copies were still
available a reprinting may be necessary. It was decided that the recoverable copies
should be collected from the Tourist Bureau and that a decision regarding reprinting
be made at the May Committee Miegt

The following extract from the minutes of the committee meeting held on 18 May 1966
provide information on how successful was the venture into publishing made by the ACT
Branch:

'PUBLICATIONS Mr. Oldham produced a further progress report on take ©f the
Field-List which disclosed sales valued at approx. $67 with an additional $37 owing,
leaving just over 100 copies in stock.'

| have been unable to locate copies of the minutes of committee meetings held between 18
May and 21 September 1966, latitsome stage a decision had been made to reprint the Field
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List because the following statement appears in the minutes for the committgggrheld
on 21 September 1966:

'PUBLICATIONS The printer has taken much longer than he quoted for reprintiag
Field-list, but it is now promised for 23rd September.’

The reprinted Field List became available in October. A third reprint was contemplated at the
committee meeting held on 16 July 1968:

'‘Canberra Bird List The need to reprint was discussed.CGadvised that no money
would be available for at least twelve months for reprinting because of the more urgent
need to print further copies of the Aust. Pocket List. It was agreed that there would be
an increased sale during Congress and that suffi@eptes are still available in local
bookshops to cope with it.'

A third reprint of the Field List was never published. However, second and third editions
were later published by the Canberra Ornithologists Group.

A Pocket List of Australian Birds

A podket-sized book¢. 17.5 x 9.5 cm) with a cover and 20 pages. It was intended to simplify
the recording of observations and listed all the bird species of continental Australia and
offshore waters. There were five columns alongside the list of species aghilchbe used to

tally the species seen in particular localities, or on particular days.

The cover of first edition tells us it was prepared by Peter Fullagar, and was printed by
Queanbeyan Age Print. It does not have a publication date or a publisherist.
However, on the explanatory notes on the back cover it suggests that completed lists could be
returned to the Secretary of the ACT Branch. Later editions have the COG imprint.

Little information about the publication of this list is contairiedhe records held by COG.
The probable reason is that many records for the period have not be retained.

Another reason is that Peter Fullagar prepared the list independently of the ACT Branch.
When it was finished he arranged for it to be printedtardACT Branch of the RAOU paid

the costs (Fullagar pers. comm.). Peter brought the idea with him from England where
similar lists had been in use for a number of years.

The only reference to a publication date is contained on the imprint page ofrthedition
of the Pocket List which says it was first published in 1966. This, however, appears to be an
error as in the Newsletter of the ACT Branch of the RAOU dated April 1968 it says:

'‘Now available! A POCKET LIST OF AUSTRALIAN BIRDS. Recentlyspebl by
the A.C.T. Branch'’

This suggests it was published in 1968, not 1966. This is supported by the fact that it was
reviewed in the March 1968 issue of thastralian Bird Bande Lane 1968), and the May

1968 issue of themu(Hyett 1968). Neither review provides a publication date, but the one
by Hyett says 'recently published'.
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The only mention of the Pocket List in the minutes of committee meetings which are in the
COG records are for the meetings held on 26 Februarydrg$86 July 1968:

'A Pocket List of Australian Birds. G§Graeme Chapmargreed to advertise this in

the coming newsletter. J. Calaby to be approached to review it in the Canberra Times.
SM (Stephen Marchan8aid he had circulated the local bookglsaand sold quite a few

and has written to the major ornithological societies.’

'‘Canberra Bird List The need to Hprint was discussed. G.@Graeme Chapman)
advised that no money would be available for at least twelve months for reprinting
because ofite more urgent need to print further copies of the Aust. Pocket List.'

'‘Pocket List of Aust. Bird©nly about 200 copies remain unsold of the first printing ..."

These also suggest that it was published in early 1968 or late 1967. There are naeecords
indicate that it was reprinted although a second edition was published in June 1974.

RAOU 67th Annual Congress

When the ACT Branch accepted the offer to host the 1968 annual congress of the RAOU an
effort was made by the branch to create a more 'dtert/ent than had been the practice in
recent years. The Annual General Meeting was held in the main auditorium of the Academy
of Sciences (the Shine Dome) on 12 October 1968 and officially opened by Her Excellency,
Lady Casey, wife of the then GoverrAGeneral. Associated with the meeting was an
exhibition, also held in the Academy of Sciences, of Australian bird art comprising the work
of 19 contemporary and early artists and photographers. That evening a barbecue was held at
'‘Gungahlin' the headquars of the then CSIRO Division of Wildlife Research followed by a

film "The Coolart Story' by W.A. Davis (Coolart is an historic mansion on the Mornington
Peninsula, soutkast of Melbourne, with extensive wetlands which have been developed as a
reserve dr waterbirds). The following three days were devoted to seminars in the mornings
and the presentation of scientific papers in the afternoons. These covered a variety of subjects
and were held in the lecture theatres of the Institute of Anatomy (now #tenil Sound

and Film Archive) and the then CSIRO Division of Land Research at Black Mountain. For
those who did not wish to attend the afternoon sessions inspections were arranged of the
Canberra Botanic Gardens and the CSIRO Division of Wildlife Relsedite high daily
attendances at the afternoon lectures rather than the outings attested to the popularity of a
more 'scientific' approach to the congress.

The 'campout’ which followed the Annual General Meeting and the three days of seminars
and lecturs, was held at the Round Hill Fauna Reserve. It lasted for ten days from 16
October to 27 October 1968 and was attended by 35 people. Rather than being simply an
opportunity for participants to list and watch birds, it was planned to undertake a 'systemati
survey of the reserve (Anon. 1968a). A detailed report of the ‘cauthpvas intended to be
printed (Anon. 1968b), but | have been unable to locate a copy.

A report on the congress, but not the 'casap, was published iBEmu(Anon. 1969b). As an

aid to those attending, two quassize roneoed books, each with grey lighaight cardboard
coverslabelled'RAOU 67th Annual Congress Canberra’ were distributed: one book of 22
pages, contained the various annual reports of the RAOU for-a®6a list of tle 75
members registered to attend, and details of each of the 52 works of art displayed at the
associated exhibition; and a second book of 33 pages contained a full list of the seminars and
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papers, together with summaries, which were presented duringrédeedays following the
Annual General Meeting. It was probably the first time that such publications had been
prepared for an Annual Congress of the RAOU.

This congress and associated 'caoap proved to be highly successful and set the pattern
followed by the RAOU for future annual congresses.

Relationship with the RAOU

In the 1960s the affairs of the RAOU were causing a great deal of dissatistaatimimg

other things the financial reporting was in a mess, membership lists were woefully inaccurate,
and production and distribution of tBegnuwas falling behind. It was also failing to provide a
leadership role in Australian ornithology. It is beyond the scope of this paper, or indeed the
capabilities of its author, to go into the details of the mamgthwhich were wrong with the
RAOU and the way in which they were eventually resolved. These are well documented by
Libby Robin in chapter 8 of her bookhe Flight of the Emu: A Hundred Years of Australian
Ornithology 19012001 (Robin 2001). This chapteis titled 'The 1968 Revolution:
Confrontation and Change at the RAOU' and gives a good account of the problems and
eventual reorganisation of the Union. Anyone wishing to gain an insight into what had
become the decline and subsequent renewal of the R#OUld read this chapter.

Under the leadership of Stephen Marchant, the ACT branch played a leading role in calls for
change. On 25 June 1966 it sent a letter to the council of the RAOU criticising the
management of the organisation and suggesting wayghich it could be reformed. This

letter, plus support from other quarters, eventually led to the appointment of a reform
committee. The reforms recommended by this committee were approved in 1969 and set the
RAOU off on a new course.

The end of the ACT Branch of the RAOU and the beginning of the Canberra
Ornithologists Group

Under the revised Articles of Association which came with the reorganisation of the RAOU,
branches were abolished. The Canberra Ornithologists Group then applied for affiliation
which was allowed under the new articles. This was granted and Canberra Ornithologists
Group became the first group to become affiliated with the newly reformed RAOU (Anon.
1970). This independence proved to be of great financial advantage to the groupués it c
raise funds for its own use. It also enabled the development of policies which best suited the
operations of a local group.

Finally, 1 would like to quote, in full, the editorial of the April 1970 issueCahberra Bird
Notes(volume 1, number 7) witen by its editor Tong'Andria:

"The old order changeth ...." Thus spoke the legendary King Arthur before his death" But
what has this to do with us? This month | am handing over to Dr. G.F. van Tets, A.C.T.
Branch Chairman, to explain changes in tmarigh's status and name. Dr. van Tets writes:’

"In the new RAOU Articles of Association State and Territory branches are to be abolished.
There is a provision for the formation of local RAOU groups, but under rules which do not
meet our local conditionsra procedures. While fully supporting the adoption of the new
articles as part of the reform of the Union, and in anticipation of these articles it is proposed
that:-
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‘At its meeting of April 15, 1970, the A.C.T. Branch of the RAOU changes its status and
name, with no change in aims, activities or administration, to the Canberra Ornithologists
Group, which will then apply to the RAOU for affiliation.™

After all that, there is nothing | can add except the firm assurance that our journal's colour
change waspurely coincidental.'
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Appendix 1

ROYAL AUSTRALASIAN ORNITHOLOGISTS UNION
A.C.T. BRANCH

Minutes of the Inaugural Meeting held on 3rd June, 1964

Acting ChairmanMr. W.B. Hitchcock.
Acting SecretaryMr. G.S. Chapman.

Attendancel7 members and 7 visitors.

The Chairman addressed the meeting pointing out the increasing membership in the
A.C.T. and the need to form an active branch was evident. Thengwbad been called to
see if this could be done.

Mr. S.J. Wilson moved, seconded by Mr. G.S. Chapman, that a letter should be
forwarded to Council in Melbourne recommending the formation of an official branch in the
A.C.T.

Mr. Hitchcock, as a membef the Council, said he would move a motion adopting the
proposal and felt sure it would be carried.

It was agreed that a committee of 6 should be elected to manage the affairs of the
A.C.T. Branch. The following members were elected:

Nominated Seconded
Mr. G.S. Chapman (Secretary) S.J. Wilson I. Rowley
Mr. lan Grant S.J. Wilson [. Smith
Mr. S. Marchant S.J. Wilson I. Grant
Mr. W.B. Hitchcock(Chairmany¥ S.J. Wilson S. Marchant
Mr. R. Schodde G.S. Chapman W.B. Hitchcock
Mr. SJ. Wilson W.B. Hitchcock D. Lamm
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MessrsMarchant, Chapman and Grant were delegated as representatives on Council.
Mr. Marchantspoke on the nest record scheme being instituted by the R.A.O.U.

Mr. Ratcliffe suggested that the committee should ingest the formation of a photographic
collection.

Mr. Slaterand Mr. Chapman showed some colour slides and supper was served at 10.20 p.m.

* The minutes were typewritten except for the words shown in italics which had been added
in handwriting.

Appendix 2

PERSONS PRESENT AT INAUGURAL MEETING OF THE ACT BRANCH OF THE
RAOU HELD ON 3 JUNE 1964*

The names were obtained from the attendance book which was kept for all meetings up until

4 October 1972. The occupations relate to the time of the meeting.

W.B. Hitchcock

[Secretary, Australian BirdBanding Scheme, CSIRO Division of
Wildlife Research

Betty TempleWatts [lllustrator "Birds in the Australian High Country"

Hal TempleWatts [Chief Petroleum Technologist, Bureau of Mineral Resolirces
lan Rowley [Senior Research Scientist, CSIRO Division of Wildlife Resparch
lan Grant [Squadron Leader, RAAF

Steve Wilson [Executive Officer, Department of Nvy

Denis Wilson
Stephen Marchant

[High School Studeht
[Geologist, Bureau of Mineral Resourtes

J.H. Calaby [Senior Research Scientist, CSIRO Division of Wildlife Reskarch
Max Murn [Public Servant, Department of Ndvy

F.N. Ratcliffe [Assistant Chief, CSIRO Division of Entomolpgy

lan Smith

Meredith Clarke [Experimental OfficerCSIRO Divisim of Wildlife Researdh
Tony Wolfe [Technical OfficerCSIRO Division of Wildlife Researich
Graeme Chapman [Technical AssistapnCSIRO Division of Wildlife Research
G.N. Meyer [Psychologist, Department of Ngvy

Bob Evans [Psychologist, Department ofaMy]

Graeme Smith [Student, Australian National Universjity

K.G. Simpson [Technical AssistapnCSIRO Division of Wildlife Reseairch
Edric Slater [PhotographerCSIRO Division of Wildlife Research

Don Lamm [First Secretary, USA Embagsy

Harold Bults [Technical AssistanCSIRO Division of Wildlife Reseaiich
Peter Davidson [High School Studeht

W. Martin [Public Servarit

D. Havenstein [Technical OfficerCSIRO Division of Entomologly

D. Coulson (22.7.93. G. Chapman thinks he may have bderester).

J. Feeham [Technical AssistapnCSIRO Division of Entomology

* Note that the minutes say a total of 24 persons attended whereas the above list contains 27

names.
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WHY | WASNKOGOAST FI RST MBEBEL984G | N
RECOLLECTIONS OF A WOULD -BE ORNITHOLOGIST
IN EARLY CANBERRA

RICHARD SCHODDE
6/14 Hartigan Street, Garran, ACT 2605

| came to Canberra in April 1960, as a raw honours graduate in systematic botany from the
University of Adel ai de, to j oi Diistolmaf Lahde w Gu i
Research. But | was even then as much a timednithologist as a botanist, and had been

the secretary of the South Australian Ornithological Association in Adelaide for several years

in the late 1950s.

What was Canberra like then foirds? More to point, what was Canberra like at all? There
was no lake and no Woden, let alone Tuggeranong, Belconnen or Gungahlin. Commonwealth
Avenue was a harrow twway road that crossed the Molonglo on a narrow bridge that
caused huge traffic jams faen minutes around half past eight in the morning and five
o6clock | ate afternoon. The countryside beg
west and south, and Ainslie and Lynham in the east and north. In Civic, the cloisters of East
and West Rowvere there, and the shops along the west side of Bunda Street; but malls were
a mirage of the future. The block where David Jones now is was vacant land, and in the silver
wattles there you could always find Yellow Thornbills. Today they have gone froer in
Canberra except a street in Yarralumlah with has their other favoured liatéstarina$

as a street tree.

| was billeted at the then Hotel Acton in Acton. At night you could hear the melancholy
cadences of calling Banded Lapwings out on the Mgitorilood plain, which is all lake
today. On my first Saturday in Canberra in April 1960, | walked around the Turnefi Oval
now the north side of the ANW twitching. I listed 43 species, including Doultlarred
Finches and both species of currawong. Adttime Pieds were poebteeding visitors to
Canberra. Fome, both the Grey Currawong and Doubered Finches were new species.

As a botanist at the time, | was a novice in avian taxonomy and followed the 1926 RAOU
checklist with its three species of gmes and four of Grey Currawongs. As a bird bander
then, | had connections with Warren Hitchcock, secretary of the Australian Bird Banding
Scheme at CSI RO6s Wildlife Survey Section
known him. He worked as secretasf the scheme and looked after the early bird collections
until 1969, when he retired due to ill health. He had been badly burned in a car accident in the
NorthernTerritory in the late 1950s and never really recovéredch year he would have to

go tohospital for skin grafts on his legs.

It was throughNarren that got to know Steve Wilson within a year of my arrival. Steve had
three banding projects going, one at Lake Gefwgesedon silvereyes, another on anything

t hat moved at NieevBrinGaballas,dasd arthodantbre desultory in eucalypt
woodland on Mt Pleasant at the back of Campbell. The last was my introduction to banding
with him, his sons and his irrepressible dog Snowball. One warm sunny Saturday afternoon,
when nothing shouldchave been movingl can remember a whole group of Brown
Treecreepers and several Diamond Firetails going into the nets. Banding with Steve was
exhilarating but nosstop, setting not just a net or two but over a dozen at times. He and his
understanding w& Noni provided a focus for birders in those early days.
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So did the expanding wildlife work at CSIRO. In 1962, Harry Frith became head of the
Wildlife Survey Section, and within months had raised it to a CSIRO Division known as
CSIRO Wildlife Resexh. Say what you will about Harry, but he was a good organiser and

had drive. With support from the incumbent Chief Executive Fred White, Frith turned his
Division into Australiads hub of ecological
Birds figured strongly, and Harry brought in a raft of new staff: Wayne Braithwaite, Gerry

van Tets, Peter Fullagar, and a bevy of young turks: John McKean, Ken Simpson and Graeme
Chapman among others. We all got together in one way or another. Going on weekend bird
camps out to the Riverina mallee was one of them. Another was at regular meetings of our
research institute, the Institute for Alcoholic Research. This was serious business. The venue
was John McKeands room at Gor manwithdozesseof whi c
pairs of seksfrom weeks of washing. There we consumed considerable quantities of amber

fluid of diverse brands, expounding profoundly on the faults and virtues of each amid
boasting about how many birds we had seen lately. McKean wassither lof the twitching

push. My own Atickso from work in New Gui ne
restricted to Australian species al one, t he
journal,Cosmic Flashed\eil Hermes later produced a classendup of that series.

The young turks stayed on through the 1960s but then dispersed through the 70 and 80s.
Simpson went back to the education system in Victoria and began to write field guides.
Chapman became the CSIRO Wildlife Research photograpitdrthe end of the 1980s

when he went freelance. Mc Keands more tur bul
then to the Northern Territory wildlife service and finally retirement in north Queensland and

then the USA where he died in the early 90snfcerebral haemorrhage.

Yet anot her stal war't who joined Canberrads
Stephen Marchant, working at the then Bureau of Mineral Resources. Stephen linked in early
with Steve Wilson and the two of them trapped,dshand even collected Little Grassbirds

and reed warblers in the rushes that then edged the small bay between the Yacht Club and
Hotel Canberra. Lake Burley Griffin was newly filled by the mid 1960s, and its edges were
nowhere near as well manicured asytlare today. Many of you may never have met him; he
retired and moved to Moruya in the late 1970s. Marchant was a smawgd, pipesmoking
Englishman, with a cheerful, egbing manner. He took on editorship of thehu at the
beginning of the 1970s andaged a pivotal, but often unsung role in professionalising the
RAOU, setting up theHandbook of Australian New Zealand and Antarctic Birded
involving it in supporting the IBInternational Ornithological Congress in Canberra.

Such was the milieu that started COG in 1964. There were simply too many bird people
around for it not to click; and that it took so lohgabout two years after the influx of the
young turksi is surprising. Gerry van Tets and Peter Fullagar, an insdpapatr of
gumboot ornithologists, were prominent in getting COG moving, as was a van Tets pelican
on the early issues dfanberra Bird Noteslf you were ever having a conversation with
others to which Gerry was partywhether about music, politics, sponolidays, worki yes

T and even bird$ Gerry would find a way of turning the topic to pelicans and cormorants.
For him those birds were the benchmark for judging every past and present happening on
earth. At this time | was pretty much on the fringeG®G, outside of CSIRO Wildlife
Research in another Division and still a botanist and away each yea# ano8th field
surveys in different parts of Papua New Guinea. | gave an occasional talk on New Guinean
birds at meetings, but that was about all.
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New Guinea was why | missed the first and several other early COG meetings inl29&¢
packing for work on Bougainville in the Solomons. So | want to vary this talk with some
reminiscences about the work that kept me away then. Bougainville is the islayas$in the
Solomons group, and at the northwest end of that chain of islands in the southwest Pacific,
not very distant from New Britain and the southeast tail of New Guinea. It is tropical and
covered inrainforest, except where the local people heleared subsistence gardens and
locally in the centre of the island where there is now a large copper mine. Bougainville is a
large island, nearly 200 km long and about 50 km wide, and has a spine of active volcanoes
rising to around 2500 m, higher than.Miosziusko. While | was there, we had an average of
two small eruptions a week, with accompanying earthquakes. Our camps were either under
canvas or in village huts on stilts, in which all joints were bound with rattan, not nailed. There
we slept on hamnuk-like sheets of canvas strung between poleésey are actually quite
comfortable. If an earthquake hit in the night, it would simply shake the hut and bed gently
from sideto-side and literally rock us to sleep. If it came by day, we would know in adyan
because suddenly the sounds of birds singing would stop and the forest would grow
deafeningly quiet. Then the ground, trees and their foliage would begin to sas/drough a

good wind was blowing when it was not. A most eerie feeling. Earthquagiesllless than 5
minutes, and the explosion of an eruption could be heard occasionally in the background.

Life in Papua New Guinea was quiet and peaceful in those days, taitindilong masta

under Australian administration. Mostly everything workddslowly. For our survey, my

party held down camps in forest from dew®el to about 800 m altitude at the south end of the
island, out of Buin. In the rainforests of New Guinea and the Solomons, climate is much the
same year round at any one level. Sorttaén environmental drivers of biodiversification are

the differences between levélsltitude. Thus in New Guinea, the environment on the coast

is of hot, humidjungle and at 3500 m altitude and above along the top of the central
cordillera it is of bargalpine grassland. It is too cold there to grow trees; and where the
cordillera approaches 5000 m altitude in Indonesian West Papua, permanent snow and small
glaciers take over.

So on Bougainville, wdocusednot on setting survey camps at differentrpsiaround the
coast, but at different altitudinal levels up a mountain side. From the coast up to around 700
metres on the foedlopes of the volcanic spine, we could get fairly easy vehicular and carrier
transport for our gear. But on the uninhabitedysédy forested mountain sides above we
were stymied. At the south end of Bougainville, the volcanic spine ends in a 2000 m high
mountain, Mt Takuan, with a fringing crater lake, Lake Loloru, at some 1500 m. The rim of
the crater had platforms of level graion top and access to fresh water not far bélow
potential campsites except that they were covered in a dendealodanudorest of a then
undescribed species with enormous fruits/f60cm in diameter.

The survey had a helicopter available for tramspor limited periods, so a decision was

made. From a camp we had already put in at 800 m at the foot of thelakatenassif, we

would climb to the rim of the crater lake, four hours stiff walk away, and-bkeaat a helipad

which would also serve ascampsite. Then we could use the chopper to freight in our camp

for a week, giving us the chance to obtain s
day 1 we set out at dawn, got to the crater rim just beforedaydcleared the cargite and

returned to base camp, arriving exhausted just on dark. But the signs were ominous, leading

me to prepare a baakp plan. We had picked what we thought would be a period of clear
weat her , because for most of t hetedypedoud; Bouga
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and our helicopter could not fly in cloud. Day 1 had been clear when we started, and was still
clear when we reached the crater rim, but then almost immediately the cloud came down.
And so it was next day when the helicopter came to moveamp. On a sunny morning, |

went in with the first load of gear, which included our collecting equipment and mist nets. No
sooner had we unloaded the equipment than the cloud began to close in; and the next load
never made it. We heard the helicopter metand circle, but it could not find us in the mist

and, we knew, that would abort its mission.

Plan B swung into action. The two of us who came up with the first load, myself and a native
assistant, cut and strung furled net lines, then walked down thetano back to base camp

with any of the firsioad equipment that we could carry. For the next four days we made
forced treks to the crater rim, unfurled the nets and collected plants and birds through the
middle hoursand therreturned to base camp inet dark. It was tiring work but the results,
though rather meagre because biodiversity drops off with altitude, were worth the effort. In
birds, we collected an endemic subspecies of the Eurasian Little Grebe and the first record of
the Roseébreasted PygmiParrot for Bougainville. Pygmy parrots, endemic to New Guinea
and the Melanesian archipelagos immediately to its east, are seriously tiny parrots, about the
size of a Yellowtailed Thornbill. The grebes were common on the lake and breeding, their
clatterng trills ringing across the waters. Another species in the shrubberies around the lake
was the Island Thrush, a sister species of Eurasian Blackbird. It ranges from the Philippines
and Greater Sundas to islands in the southwest Pacific, and was prelSlentotinand Lord

Howe Islands until exterminated by rats. Why it never established itself in Australia is just
one of those questions.

We recorded and collected 77% of the 95 or so species of birds known from Bougainville

in our three months there ©64. The bird fauna is not large, and is derived from New
Guinea. Most of its species are New Guinean, and those that are not have New Guinean
species as their closest relatives. Yet Bougainville is an island, and many of the species
reaching it are repsented by distinct subspecies that have diverged there in isolation, with
the potential themselves to speciate fully in the future. Like the New Guinean, the bird fauna
of Bougainville and the rest of the Solomons is Australasian in character. The magigsfam
present are parrots (and even one colidia cockatoo), honeyeaters, pigeons, cuekoo
shrikes, whistlers, monarch flycatchers, kingfishers, frogmouths and megapodes (one
species). Most of the raptors are goshawks related to the Australasian bignem goshawk
groups. There are Eurasian species preisehe Little Grebe, Wreathed Hornbill, Oriental
Hobby, Common Kingfisher, mynahs and Island Thriuslit they are much the minority.

To conclude, | want to make two observations about how | see &0t@ving grown over

my 50 years of association with it. First, it has retained the feeling of good will and harmony
among its members that it had from the start. In any voluntary organisation, where diversity
of opinion and approach is open to all, thare bound to be polarizing issues and power
plays involving both for individuals and groups. Personal enmities and ambition held back

l inkages between and within the Bird Obseryv
That COG has so successfully avoidedch disturbance is a tribute to the balance,
forbearance, sociality and common sense of you, its members. Secondly, COG should take
great pride in the manner in which it has come to represent the interests of our birds in
Canberra, the ACT and the surnaling region. This manner is not the vociferous carping that
comes from the anitangaroo cull lobby, something that makes any objective biologist
cringe. On the contrary, it comes from respect for scientifiggiynered data put together in

a logicallyargued case or package of information, and presented firmly and politely to the
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appropriate quarters of government and press where necessary. This approach, | believe, has
evolved from the sympathetic association between professional biologist and anmateur b

ent husi ast, from COGO6s founding to this day.
unique to Canberra, still helped by CSIRO and the presence of two universities in a small
Australian city. It has already given us regional atlases, d@ahwand other surveys that are
executed to a high professional standard by any benchmark. This association is precious, and

if we can keep it, | foresee fruitful serviec
years.

Accepted 20 October 2014

57



BIRD BANDING IN THE ACT i
THE EARLY YEARS AND MY INVOLVEMENT

MARK CLAYTON
81 Maribyrnong Avenue, Kaleen, ACT, 2617

| need to provide a bit of background to set
Canberra was, surprisingly, not all tHagy. Both my parents were artists, both commercial

and as what people consider artists to- Ipainters. My parents had transferred here from
Sydney for my fatherds |jJob at 7the Aust@lad er al
Information Service where lis talents as an artist were in demand. Somewhere along the
line someone asked him if he would teach Jo Calaby, wife of John Calaby from the CSIRO,
to paint, to which, luckily for me, my father obviously, but probably reluctantly, agreed.
While talking with Jo my father mentioned | was interested in birds and Jo suggested | go
along to the then Canberra branch of the RAOU meetings held in the lecture theatre at
CSIRO Entomology on Black Mountain. | was probably around 13 or 14 years old at the
time.

I d@ eemeémnber who took me to my first meeting, possibly my mother, but here | met a
couple of other young, keen birders in Barry
remember what t hat night 6s tal k was #®fbout k
Famous names, to me at the time anyway, like John Calaby, Harry Frith, John McKean,
Gerry van Tet s, Tony DO6Andri a, l an Rowl ey,
enthusiastic and experienced amateurs in Steve Wilson and Stephen Marchant, plus many
others that | have obviously forgotten. Talking with Barry and the others someone mentioned

that Steve was a bird bander and was always keen to have help along on the banding trips and
would | be interested in joining. Silly question, a bit like askingefope is a Catholic!

My first trip was to Leebs Creek Road in th
be overcomé St eve woul d meet the young crew out si
a.m. and everyone had to be dropped off to save Staweditiging all over Canberra picking

people up. | would be interested to see what would happen if we tried this as a rendezvous
point in this day and age. This meant that | had to get my father out of bed to drive me to

meet the rest of the team. lampyettsur e | went to bed fully cl
t hat ni ght due to the anticipation and exci
first trip but to me it was a revelation and a sensational day. | was never actually shown how

to get a bid out of a mist net, obviously a very important part of mist netting. In those days

the nets were made in the UK by a company
correctly, primarily made fishing nets with mist nets as a small side operdattmn Gundy

nets were much kinder on the birds so a bad tangle was quite rare; today we generally use
nets made in Japan that can be quite coarse and often lead to difficult extractions. We had a
bumper crop of birds and | went in head first. The first bird | ewek but of a mist net was a

Whitebr owed Scrubwren and | di dndét have a clue
different to a bird in the wild | knew scrubwrens from some of the thicker scrub on the
O6Connor Ridge, | ustinthe eéamd, well ...w.h 8 Frem then dnijuste d b 1
about every Thursday night we would ring Steve, or his wife Nonie, to see if banding was on,
where to and what time to meet.
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Over the next year or so | met other young birders such as Peter Davidsddefdsgls, lan

Bett s, Doug McKerrow and of course two of S
incidentally were responsible for talking Steve into bringing mist nets into Australia), and
banded at some, that to me wenbes MRataller afax m

Brindabella Ranges, the Australian National Botanic Gardens, which at that time were not
open to the public, and in a far better condition than they are today, and at Lake George along
Lake Road. The pr ope s ivereisfestadl witn Bjackbelrye a dremtk e 6 s
place for many small birds, especially when in fruit. Later in my banding career when most of

us had our driving licences we went to a lot of these places without Steve. | remember on one
occasion banding at Lake @ge in the Blackberry fruiting season. | had a bright orange
Valiant car at the time and the bonnet was used as the banding table. Sitvptepés
coloured droppings and orange cars just don
have bandedt b ut ¢ a WiahtStevedemng piésentie also went tdianjara Falls,

in Morton National Park, and Kianga Creek just beside the highway to the north of Narooma.
Denis Wilson assures me that Steve and his family pioneered the use of the Tigmjara s

along with anothewell-knownb i r der at the ti me, Bi |l I Bel t on
at the American Embassy in Canberra. The site was set up to hopefuly fards from

Point Hut and another site on the Murrumbidgee River, Pine Islarely Gaught lots of
honeyeaters but no-teaps. Denis has vivid memories of successfully predicting that they

would see a Rock Warbler there amongst the sandstone outcrops, and then rejoicing, as only

a teenager does, when he removed one from a net.

A highlight of each year was banding during the annual honeyeater migration through Point
Hut Crossing. We would arrive just on dawn on a frosty morning and isd08nets in the

itea treeo0o scrub on the eastern bassugdwithf t he
two strings of 100 bands, one for Yelldaced Honeyeaters and the other for Winisgpes.

Anything else and you had to go and get a band for that species. Sticks were gathered and a
group of people stood on a small rocky outcrop above the retsewou could watch the

birds gathering in the tops of some of tbesuarinas downstream while the rest of us
crouched by Aouro net. Once there were suff
the river to cries of thehoatcrap. Qnde ealyove che met site f r o n
sticks were thrown into the airthey probably resembled a bird of pregnd clapping made

the birds rapidly drop into the tea tree. It is an amazing feeling to have hundreds of birds
literally whizzing past your ear©ver the years we banded around 21,000 birds and managed

to get 6 recoveries not a very cost effective exercise!! Ultimately we stopped banding at

Point Hut as we had so few returns. It is thought that the birds moved to the coast and then
followed the flowering of Bank si a  eorthoc Wheon the danding scheme was
transferred from CSIRO to the Australian National Parks and Wildlife Service, Kim Lowe,

the then head of the banding scheme briefly tried to resurrect banding at Point Hut but with
the @ame result. However we must have scared one bird as it turned up in Cooma a few days
after banding, totally in the wrong direction!

A regular on all the visits to the Brindabe
Heinz 57 dog, bfm3ndowmoalllddo.siSnowm t he back par
suffered from one rather bad habihe had very bad and very smelly flatuleiicat least we

always blamed him as none of the banding team ever ownedatpreally a good thing if

you were pone to car sickness as some of us were. He was as anxious as everyone else to get

to the site and was generally the first out of the car. For the next few hours we could hear him
barking at every wallaby or wombat he could find, often way down in the Bandtley. He

was always back in time for the trip home and slept quite happily all the way back. The
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Wilson family were Roman Catholic and so was Snowball. He had been taught that he was
not allowed to eat meat on Friday and we all took great deligh#adirig him our bread

crust s, only to stop him dead in his tracks
seconds then saying fdAités Saturdayo. You di c
Saturday!

Talking food, one thing we all learnt weearly on was what sandwiches to take on a trip.
Barryodos father was the manager of the Canbe
Barry with Afairy breadod sandwiches that Bal
t hat he di dn ésowe allkesortdd #olbrnding bakead thean sandwiches on our
banding trips.

In all the years | have now been banding | have only twice ever intentionally let birds go
without a band. The first of these wdhe at Ne
red robin species at the sitdRose, Pink, Flame and Scarlet. On one round | took a bird from

a net and declared to those present | think this is a femaledpped Robin. This was met

with laughter and derision by those presernit won 6t nmmames bub someaintigls

that spring to mind among others were BB, NH and possibly TS. In those days we banded at
the nets as we went so we didnoé6t put Dbirds
processing point. | hung on to this bird for a fieinutes protesting that | was positive of my
identification but they finally convinced me | was wrong and let it go. What did we have in

the very next net further down the traicka full plumaged adult male Rexpped Robin!
Vindication!!! The second timaas with a bander in Newcastle where we caught a juvenile
Mangrove Gerygone. | knew what it was from my association at the time with the ANWC at
CSIRO but as it was his site, he had the rig

This young group creae a few problems for the banding scheme and whichever
Government department was responsible for issuing banding permits, probably the
Department of the Interior, as at the time none of us, apart from Steve, officially had a
banding licence. This resulted David Purchase, the jovial Secretary of the Australian Bird
and Bat Banding Schemes while it was still at CSIRO, to bring in a new licence cdtegory

B class to cover whatever mischief we were getting up to. Tony Stokes being a year or so
older than mewas issued with permit B (now A400), | had B (A404) Barry was B (A420)
and Neil was B(A520). Tony was the first of us to get a driving licence and a car, an FC
Holden. We were off and running!! | remember one trip coming back from one of the
Brindabellasites when Tony drove through a rather deep puddle, whereupon his car promptly
broke down. None of wus had any mechanical Kt
all the way to Uriarra Homestead to get help while the rest of us guarded our precious mode
of transport.

One thing that Steve was especially proud of amongst his young banding crew was that, from
memory, at least eight of us ended up with jobs in the environment. Peter Davidson was the
biologist for the then Department of Aviation, Tony Stokesrked for ANPWS and the
Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority, Barry Baker and Simon Bennett worked with what
is now the Federal Department of the Environment in all its different giiisBarry
ultimately became head of the Australian Bird and Bat Ban8cheme$ and later worked

at the Australian Antarctic Division, Neil worked with just about any Australian and state
wildlife department you carto name. Mike Fleming is with NSWNPWS, Stephen Garnett
was with the Queensland Department of Environmisnbiow at Darwin University and is
better known for his three Action Plans for Australian Birds, and | ended up at CSIRO
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Division of Wildlife Research. | think we all owe Steve an enormous debt of gratitude for his
guidance over the years. | am sure thdhout him, many of us would not be where we are
today. One honour that | am particularly proud of is the fact that | am now the Honorary
Regional Organiser for the ACT, for the Australian Bird and Bat Banding Schemes. | have
taken on this role after itas previously held by Steve for many years.

There were several other amateur banders operating in the ACT at the time. Max Murn, and

his son, Rod, opeat ed a s istCeekaThey Wdrevatsaltielfilst@banders to band at

the honeyeater migration tes along the Murrumbidgee River. lan Grant banded at
Bushrangeros Creek which was taken over by
These sites are all in the Brindabella Ranges and reasonably close together along with New
Chums and LeeldsdoOréete kr ercoaaldls .ever meeting any
| must have, except for McKean who became my supervisor, when | started at CSIRO in
1970. At about this time | was less involved with the local banding and became involved with
banding for sora of the CSIRO projects such as waterfowl and quail being undertaken by
Harry Frith, Wayne Braithwaite and John McKean.

I n the early 19706s New Chumés Road was tak
along with Sonia Tidemann. In more recent tildésx Drew and Micah Davies from CSIRO
Ecosystem Sciences have resurrected the site.

Many other names from the early years that people may recognise are, Graham Clark, Cedric
Bear, Stuart Davey, Mike Chuk, Terry Gourley, and the late Gerald Hamgyapobgies to
anyone | have |l eft out. Many are stild/l COG
the banding world.

One other person must be mentioned in relation to the work done by Steve and that is Don
Lamm, another staff member from the Amerigamb a s s y . I't was at Donos
wrote up the results of his banding and other studies, something that kept Steve busy for
many years after he stopped banding. It was also Don who introduced Steve to John Calaby
and as they say, the rest wagdmg. This led to Steve contributing substantially to Birds in

the Australian High Country, edited by Harry Frith.

As | mentioned previously the other enthusiastic and extremely knowledgeable amateur in
Canberra at the time was Stephan Marchant, prolssiyremembered as the Chief Editor of
Volumes 1 and 2 of the Handbook of Australian, New Zealand and Antarctic Birds. Stephen
was also a bander and when he retired he moved to a block of land near Moruya where he
initiated a colour banding study of theebding birds on his property. This concluded in 1984

and 22 years later years his daughter, Sarah, and her husband, Michael Guppy, together with
Ant hony Overs and Peter Full agar, have repl
may remember the talk Miael gave at a meeting where he presented details of nest
predation. | have enjoyed a small role in this study.

Stephen was also running the Nest Record Scheme at the time and several, especially Barry
and I, from the banding team, if not out banding, Molelp Steve find and check the
contents of nests. I didndét al ways have the
the proverbial bean pole way back then and my specialty was climbing tall thin saplings
checking species such as the Gerygoneshvd this work was done in the area now known

as the Aranddushland. Unfortunately some of this site was lost to the Gungahlin Drive
Extension
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To finish, one thing that | have found disappointing in recent times is the lack of interest
shown by the youmpeople of today. As can be seen from the list of people above, there were
quite a few young people in their early teens interested in becoming banders. Not all the
above did get a licence but they still came baniliegen Denis Wilson sometimes drops in

to The Charcoal Tank site at West Wyalong that we have been running for over 28 years!
Earlier this year Tony Stokes put in a surprise, but most welcome, appearance at Charcoal
Tank. Today most of the present b alyntdréeen g cr e
young people have been involved at some stage in recent times. Tobias Hayashi started to
come out but was interrupted by his time with family in Japan. Tobias as we all know has
now moved on to other things, especially his photography for wrechas become quite
renowned, but he is still most welcome to join us. That only leaves Julian Teh who is now as
regular as his school and other activities permit, and at the time of writing, | have been
contacted by a young 15 year old girl, Jaslyn Allnehip appears very keen to ultimately get

her full banding I|icence. Of course there a
that is keeping it in the family.

If people are seriously interested in getting a banding licence then | and the tearmaté op
with, are only too happy to train you up. All we ask for is a serious commitment to the
process.

| thank Barry Baker, Neil Hermes, Tony Stoke and Denis Wilson for providing some of the
history of New Chums Road and other banding sites, and Sarapy@Gap providing
information on the Moruya work of her father, Stephen Marchant. Obviously a huge thank
you is al® due to the late, great Steard Nonie Wilson for their friendship and help over
the years; without it | would not have been in a posittowrite this article.

Accepted5 November 2014

New Chums Road relaxing after the banding effort (l. to r.) Barry Baker, Gerald
Horey, Sandra Wilson, Nonie Wilson and Steve WilsofPhoto courtesy of Denis Wilsgn
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COMING THROUGH COG AND BIRD BANDING
IN THE 1960s AND 1970s

TONY STOKES
PO Box 1553, Townsville, QLD 43810

The Canberra Ornithologists Group (COG) was born and grew to fledging through the
tumultuous 19604970s when organisations such as the AustralianHBrdling Association

(now, Australian Bird Study Association) and the Australian Conservation Foundation were

also established and the Royal Australasian Ornithologists Union (RAOU) was radically
altered. Leading Canberr a StevenMatclmeotlandgSteset s s u
Wilson, united with professionals at the CSIRO Division of Wildlife Research under its

Chief, Harry Frith, ina hive abirdobact i vi ty resulting in COGO6s

| joined COG in 1967 aged 18 and was rapt indlielodandconservation happenings of the
time. My involvement was initiated by weekday walks from my home in Campbell, through
the Mount Pleasant bush to work at the Russell Offices, there then being no Northcott Drive.
At the office my boss was Steve Wilson andthes/ say, the rest is history. | expand below

on those heady days in excerpWhkatfewer myi Iplarh
seebd

fiOne day at wor k |1 overheard €é Steve Wilson
banding trip. Steve was@easant, gregarious 54 year old and a few days later | told him of

my interest in birds and asked whether | co

left it at that. Weeks passed with me on tenterhooks wondering whether, when and if | would

be irvited. Eventually, frustrated shortly before Christmas 1966, | asked him again. This time
Steve said Ayeso and invited me on a triry
expect at i"danuary A7 | fnglly went birbanding with the Steve Wilson fiym

Steve and Nonie took their two sons, Brendan and Denis, of a similar age to me and other
teenagers, Barry Baker, Mark Clayton, lan Betts and Doug McKerrow. Like me, they were
attracted by Steveds outgoing franeercdlleny and
mentor.

In addition, Steve took up H. Elliott McClure, an American ornithologist who founded and
operated with USA military funding the Migratory Animal Pathological Survey (MAPS), a
SouthEast Asian birdbanding scheme analysing the moeats of birds and their role as

disease vectors. | was astonished by the finger grooves he had worn in his old World War 2
military binocul ars. We met in the wee hour s
Narrabundah, and by 2am were drivingeowirt roads to the Brindabella Mountains past
Coppinbés Crossing and Uriarra Forestry Sett
wallabies and wombats we eventually arrived at about 4.30am at New Chums Road, a 6km
sinewy logging track linking Lees &le and Bendora Dam roads. Since logging ceased a
decade before it was rarely used except by bander vehicles, and had become heavily
overgrown with bushés

! For description,seéA banding proj ect i AustialiareBir®@Bandardvall@eNol2a27Range s @
33.
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A fire was lit in the standard bush clearing and jobs assigned to teams with experienced
leaders Before dawn and by torchlight we erected 28 nets over an hour in designated sites
along a 3 km length of the road. By 5.30 we were gathered back at the fire for breakfast as
the predawn light revealed our setting amongst beautiful tall ribbon gums irselerophyll

forest. The dawn chorus was commencing with the-peeppeep of Yellow Robins, or

6Yel |l ow Bobsd6 as we called them, and foll owi
Those around the fire called out name after name of birds that rdwdl about but never
seen. McCl ure was also ticking off oliferso

team like a fineptuned orchestra with banter, beratings, teaching and laughter. It was
exhilarating to be present. | tingled in excitemerd axpectation.

From dawn we walked at regular intervals along the track inspecting the nets. Extracting

birds was a delicate process in which newcomers were carefully tutored. Though a newcomer
usually only watched and listened on their first trip, | diet to hold a bird in a net for a

brief minute. It was the start of my long career as a bander. A bird can be easily injured if
mishandled and it did not help my confidence that a number of species, especially
honeyeaters, shed many feathers into my hamt'se n h e |l-oho u 16tSh oick pr ob e
defence against predators and whilst it can affect survival, a high proportion of the birds

were later recaptured. On the day we caught twenty eight birds, a typical number. They were
mainly small, lower canopy andnderstorey, species such as WAlitewed scrubwrens,

Brown Thornbills, and Yelloiaced honeyeaters. A larger, beautiful Eastern Whipbird

created a minor fuss. Though commonly heard foraging in the mountain underbrush, it is
rarely seen and not often capéd. Larger species tend to bounce off nets or easily
disentangle themselves. Each bird was carefully identified and weighed and its
characteristics noted to determine sex and age and anything unusual. By 9am the numbers
being caught had diminished sifjoantly as the flush of early morning feeding activity
declined, and the nets were dismantled at 11
we recorded species that were seen or heard but not caught. Driving home | knew that this

was a passion tould follow. It responded to my curiosity and could provide a stimulating
interest and friendships. It was a breath of fresh air outside my dreary, suburban office and

life.

Banding a goshawk with Tony Stokes (right) recording, Doug McKerrowJooking on,
Barry Baker taking photo and Mark Clayton holding the bird.
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Sometime in 1967 Mum and Dad moved from leasing 74 Vasey Crescent, Campbell, to
buying a small four bedroom Government house at 16 Badgery Street, Macquarie, in the
satellite town ofBelconnen, which was just being developed. My banding friend, Mark
Clayton, aged about 17, and | had fun roami:
farmland looking for rare birds and their nests. We were thoroughly excited to find our first
Olive-backed Oriole nest, a rare species to us, and pulled the drooping branch down to check
its contents. Once | illegally collected and attempted to blow two eggs to start a collection.
However, | felt so guilty that | never did it again. But | did start dembion of bird nests,

taken after the chicks had flown. They were stored in shirt boxes and displayed later at talks |
gave. | also started buying bird books and magazines and eventually had a comprehensive
library on Australian ornithology.

In August(1967) 1 turned 19 and éafter j-badikgagoogpi ng ¢é
bush with the Wilsons and their young team on as many weekends as possible, and paid four
years membership with the Australian Bird Banders Association, as well as buying all back

i ssues of their journal,; anot her sign of CC
roster of visits to sites at Lake George, Lake Bathurst, Coppin's Crossing and in the
Brindabella Ranges, New Chums Road and Lees Creek Road.

Every weekendwas&@mw adventure and by the yeardés end
By then | also often |l ed the team because Si
one of his band of teenagers old enough to |
car. So, in the early morning hours three or four kids and myself, amidst great discussion and
frivolity, drove out 50 to 80 km into the bush on obscure mountain trails, occasionally
bouncing wombats, rabbits or wallabies off the car or drifting too &estind corners. At

ti mes wedd break down on the bush road but
or to catch a |ift to the nearest house 30kn
to come and tow us home. They were great times atlledin the responsibility, feeling

that | was both | earning something and contr

In January (1969) | sent a short observation about a cuckoo nestling host to Stephen

Mar chant for publ i c a tfthoRAOU. hle wag ehfastidiBus man,andj o u r |
in the end, after some correspondence and rightly no doubt, he decided not to publish it. On
the other hand, the &é6Canberra Timesodé editor
identificatipomrtdlnags ssehsooft®r sdés Then, in the
paper on a western warbler and wasp nesting
started banding in the open forest on Mount Pleasant behind the Russell Offices where |
worked. A major highay now runs through the forest, but back then many people enjoyed
walking in and through it on the way to work, and neighbourhood kids played in its open
forest along small usuaHgiry water courses.

Though | tended my nets closely, on one occasameone found one and tore it down. When

| reported this to Dave Purchase, the fiegired dynamo secretary of Australian Bird and

Bat Banding Office in the CSIRO6s Division
near the nets and there was no meaadalism(see next page).
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NOTICE |

[HE BIRDS OF THIS AREA ARE BEING STUDIED
UNDER LICENCE OF THE FAUNA AUTHORITY
AND CSIRO. THE BIRDS ARE CAUGHT ALIVE,
WARKED WITH NUMBERED BANDS, AND
(ELEASED. IF YOU WOULD LIKE DETAILS OF
[HIS STUDY, PLEASE CONTACT THE PERSON
ATTENDING THE NETS. PLEASE DO NOT DIS-
[URB THE NETS OR BIRDS.

THANK YOIl

The Divisionbés offices in the then rural ar
with fascinating Australian mammals and birds, and offices with stimulating staff and an
excellent wildlife library. Every visit luredené .

I n the first mont h o fbandihgeas mughrad possible was dé ng wi r
€. .. I even did so on the first dowgrandf t he
feeling sorry for myself aft errslaauditel@birdse ar 6 s
of 7 species and went home contentedly to bed.

| also submitted records of ter apped birds for ennptd yi n nt hoeF
OAustralian Bird Bande-of-aneditdr,tSsG. (Bill) Lan¢ was al o v e a
banding famtic and a marvelous mentor to new banders around Sydney where he lived and
throughout New South Wales. When not banding he was a colonel in the Citizen Military
Force and ran his banding trips and the journal with a jovial military precision. His attentio

to detail was legendary. | especially remember the speed with which he replied to my letters
(examplefollowing pagé ... The research and educational value of Hahding is used to

justify catching the birds but to us youngsters it was the thrillhef ¢thase more than

anything. On each trip there was the lure of the unknown. Would we catch a record of some
description, like a rare bird, or one outside its normal range, or one already with a band
revealing that it had come from somewhere else, oritet was an 6ol di ed, p
oldest recorded to date for the species? As it was early in the history of Australian banding,
now and then we would catch something Osigni
soon as possible, and on each oceasaround the banding table and the evening campfire

we would banter about our adventures and the records we were achieving. We also competed
with each other in the speed with which we erected nets in theapne light of the bush, in

our inventiveness Wi erecting them despite broken and/or missing gear, and in the
proficiency with which we disentangled birds.
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|l nevitably and not infrequently of

But ,

remained with us young banders

cour se

[

D

provided the misadeebbssé, w&sewnet WislpDc

us another | esson on how to correct
to hurt the birds whilst untanglinggrocessing and releasing them as quickly and carefully as
possible. Although such things did contribute to meaningful and happy weekends, nhowadays

strict rules and codes of practice govern banding and our cavalier antics would bring severe

reprimand and/olicence removal.

Is it worth considering a weekend bash at it one

dhat is Tianjara like these days ?

1
w

P.S.

weekend during the winter ?

o THE BIRD BANDERS ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA

HON. EDITOR
(THE AUSTRALIAN BIRD BANDER)
8. G. LANE,
65 WOOD STREET.
LANE COVE. N.S.W. 2066

26 May 1973

HON. SECRETARY:
H. BATTAM.
3 ALPINE PLACE,
ENGADINE, N.S.W. 2233

Mr A, Stokes,
16 Badgery Street,
MACQUARIE. A.C.T. 2614.

Dear Tony,

Very glad to get your note with the retraps; I wish more banders
would do this. Frequently the first I know of longevity or movement records
is when I see the Annual Report! This is a pity because by then, often
the record xx has been eclipsed or it is at least dated somewhat.

As far as I know, the Spinebill is the "oldest", The previous
best was Harry's at North Ryde, He banded there once, and I have retrapped
his cird on 22 occasions since! It was 9 years 2 months. No doubt this
species will soon pass the 10 year mark.

The Grey Fantail is a good one; we have only had two items in
for this species - one for age at 3 years 10 monthe and the other, the
only movement recorded, so it is well worth including. I haw no doubt
one day we will be lucky enough to get a long movement for one of these
little birds.

The White-naped is also a good one but I will probably leave
the Rufous Fantail out. There have been two instances of 5 yeasr 11
months and one a year older. I normally draw the line in such cases
at about 5 years. However, I would much rather receive the information
and decided this in the light of my records, rather thah chance missing
something worth including - and there are various aspects I take into
account so that frequently an overall assessment of all the factors would
hawe to be considered.

Gladt to cee someone is doing something in the Brindabellas,
Notth Ryde is coming on famously; a couple of weeks ago we caught 158 in
a morning and the banksia is not yet at its best, There igs also a lot of
follow-up flower which should make the difference with the length of the
season, I am hoping that we will collect some of the old birds like Harry's
Spinebill which I have caught sinee Last October, and the oldest New
Holland which was caught last in November. The latter species have been
very scarce at North Ryde for a long while, No doubt they will return.

Thanks again,

Keep up the good work, Best regards, ) /7 {477
e
[

Bill Lane's reply about our bird retraps at Tianjara Falls, NSW (26 May 1973)
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Il n early 1970 | wrote two papers on how to I
comments from Steve Wi |l son and others they
and prepared bufCBN] did not publish a narrative about a pair of Mudkar raising four

broods of chicks in one season from their nest in a regal old gum tree in our back yard. |

listed three other papers to write about YelitaMled Thornbill, Blackfaced Cuckoehrike

and Whitethroated Warbler observations, and later congbidh t hem i n an arti cl
nesting noteso.

In early April 1970 snow fell heavily in Canberra and the weather was inclement for two
weeks. Soon afterwards, we were banding hundreds of Yelow e d Honeyeaters (
called them) and other spies on migration as they moved along the Murrumbidgee River at

Point Hut Crossing. They flew low in a jerking uncertain manner above small bushes,
nervous to be in the open away from their usual forests. As each flock of 30 to 100
individuals passed ovehe nets, we clapped noisily and threw sticks in the air causing them

to dive instantly into the bushes and our waiting nets. Some almost collapsed under the
weight of birds. It was great fun and on occ
becaught as it careered into a net in hot pu
thus banded, few were ever recovered, but one was recorded having flown to Grafton. It has
taken many years for the story of the seemingly nomadic, but predictadlements of the

species on the coast and tablelands to be elucidated.

In the summer breeding season my notebook was also filling with observations of nesting
birds. Mark Clayton and | would compete with each other and with Barry Baker to see who
could find the most, and most interesting nests, and complete the most number of cards for
the newlyinstituted RAOU Nest Record Scheme.

In the early 1970s through Penny Woollard (later Olsen) at CSIRO Wildlife Research | met
Jerry Olsen. Jerry was a dedicdtélconer from the USA and for a few years | fell under the
spell of raptors, accompanying him and his team on oftenrh@mng excursions to find,
band and research them, including dangerous climbs to difficult to reach nests-19Tdid

built a baklchatri hawk trap and baiting it with white mice, drove around rural roads
dropping the trap by the road when | saw a hawk and parking further along in the hope that
it would land on it and be caught in a slip loop. Usually the trap was either not naticed
ignored by theirds; however a nankeen kestrel did land once but promptly flew off uncaught
on my approach. Clearly there were problems with design, technique and the inactivity of the
mice. | was also spending a lot of time and money driving frdjfles®und roads, so
eventually gave up.

On 12 February 1972, I dr ove i na.wédneoutermar | y mc
fishing trawler to a little island called Tollgate...to catch and mark seal{sldsarwaters and
White-faced StorrrPetrels).Since most of the woflks) done at night, | lazed around...all day
occasionally going for a swim or looking at lazy penguins which preferred to stay in the
burrows rather than go out and get something to A&atabout 6pm we had a meal and in the

last hour of sunlight ascended a precipitous cliff by a winding narrow path and found at the
top about an acre of rolling, thicklgrassed land. It was pdtoled completely with mutten

bird (shearwaterpurrows and tavalk anywhere was to have the ground collapse beneath the
feet. We went around on our hands and knees catching any birds that were in them and then
had a rest and watched dusk descend over the mainland from our perch 3@bofe=the

water. After sunsetith the sky getting ever darker, the birds began to come in for the night.
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They were fulll of fish from the daysdo hunti
tussocks they just sat there exhausted for 10 or more minutes. Our job was to find them
before they found theiic) burrows and band them. They usually land no more than 10 feet

from the entrance which is phenomenal considering the darkness of the night but when you
chase them they <canot take of f .liffand mengh have
themselves over and the big wings come into play to give them their majesty. So we went
chasing these birds by torchlight and keeping a wary eye on the edge of the cliff. They bite
and scratch like mad and my hands were red raw by midaightd | didndét feel
any more. Neither did anyone else, so we cautiously made our way down the track by
torchlight, a step either side and they

would have been scraping us with a sir
tissue on the rocks 200 feet 1"7:;4
below...When 1| hit the sleeping bag /2. 7., , ] '
M reh Aeas,

and was rocked to §Ieep by th_e TN T T L
rhythm of the waves with a fantastic A . fwe Ja/r whiil alay Hak 24 o
starlit night and a cool breeze, it all A ~ef an/ Fo e / — A lanS Sos g

d th ito o Ao Aoy of K Aemd
seeme wWor it o. . rikd B sl Ly ) e N

2 LS 4 /n Y S R P’ Yo A ke /‘

In early 1973 | was a seasonal 7~/ /- // Le Lonks “eh . ek
ranger in Kosciusko National Park ., —, /’74’ A';/‘ e T e
when Steve Wilson wrotgsee on trdo X Ro 4 ,N': / /// /\/f,/ L
right) to say that on 21 December /.7 o~ /7., ;. L.
1972 aforest firgl cal | ed t héwwa’f ke g  At.ie /,,, N

Road Fire by Forestry staff) had _ﬁ/‘; - /,,,/\ a A # a,,/ Seendsn
burnt much of the Brindabella Range /77"~ /o~ s nme Jap AL Lot s

and many of our netting sites at New ~, X/.(/ - N"L‘:( LF & &%
Chums and there w\@s/d/oaéuch Lo ,Mb“ef\' ”//‘
doneéto pl ot t he fatehpﬂf,tb//ﬁeml/l%ds
After returningto Canberra,on 10 g an ftmtts TR W ay e .,
11 February | took a troop of young  »& = have o /a A

banders to New Chums Road to il =<

survey the damage, erect nets and ,’,/I\/ ///'

band birds. On the first day we ol e

caught 9 birds and on the second, 13. e Ty

They comprised -t he—6usuval-bdb -species—o
Whitebrowed Scrub wrens, Sdrn

Yellow Robin, Eastern Spinebill, Silvereye, Rufous Fantail, Wiaped Honeyeater, Brown

Thornbill and Whitethroated Treecreepefsee on next page extract from field note book

from New Chums Road trip, Feb. 1973)did not band at New Chums aganr fa year,

however, in checking the banding data a while later | noticed an increase in the number of

FI ame Robins caught after the fire and in 1¢
Bird Bander 6
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Bird -banding field notebook page from New Chms Road (February 1973.

The author, Tony Stokes, banding an Australian Hobby at Point Hut Crossing, ACT
(April 1970)

In 1970 | commenced science at the Australian National University and there found other
birdo friends in students such as Neil Hermes, Steve Garnett, Mike Fleming, Simon Bennett,
Mike Chuck, Jocelyn Dexter, Stuart Davey and Sonia Tidemann.

In 1974 a Brinlabella Banding Group was formed to coordinate activities with Dave Stewart
as initial organizer, and up to 1982 it circulated 18 newsletters with many articles by Steve
Wilson, Dave Purchase and others recording and analyzing our activities. Over #)e year
and many other young COG protégées, unassumingly tutored by Steve, Dave and various
CSIRO Wildlife staff progressed into rewarding careers in wildlife research and conservation.
Yes, COG and the birding world in general have been good to me.
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