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Message Body 
Hi, in response to Neil's question at yesterday's COG Committee meeting, 47% of the survey 
respondents who answered the question said that they read the ABR 'often' or 'almost every issue'. 
And please note the free text responses below. A couple of them provide interesting food for 
thought re the future of the ABR. 
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Additional comments: 
1 I think all of above are run well – no complaints  
 
2 Too technical - perhaps could concentrate telling the story of long term trends for each species 
rather then focusing mainly on esoteric statistical measures. 
 
3 Use a decent taxonomy, NOT the woeful Birdlife Australia rubbish. I would prefer to see COG use 
the IOC list 
 
4 very good  
 
5 n/a  
 
6 more publicity  
 
7 Years ago this was mostly GBS. The widening of sources of information is a great improvement. But 
the inconsistent and sloppy presentation of GBS data is annoying. Too much to detail in a survey. 
 
8 I don't read the ABR because I don't find the contents accessible or even useful - a small subset of 
abstruse stats to unnecessary decimal points, with commentary that does little more than repeat 
those stats in English. Would prefer a permanent but annually updated 'story' for each 
species, probably on the website, that gives a wider range of stats, discusses breeding, distribution 
and abundance changes and interpretations, both over the long term and in the last year or two. 
IMHO, once established, it would require less work and be much more informative. 
 
9 An amazing document thanks for the volunteer writers for each section  
 
10 Very important for COG to continue this reporting in some form. Its a resource intensive activity 
for the ABR coordinator and authors; COG needs to get more people involved as long time authors 
wont do this forever. 
 
11 Ditto  
 
12 Can't comment  
 
13 Completely rethink the presentation: it is very difficult to follow, too many abbreviations, and 
indeed too many parameters that are confounded by changing survey effort 
 
14 Useful and interesting  
 
15 Already Good  
 
16 Shift it to an online State of Canberra's birds report which is updated annually, with access to 
much of the data available to ABR Authors 
 
17 Every effort should be made to continue the publication of these yearly overviews  
 
 


