
Minutes of the 2014 Annual General Meeting of the Canberra Ornithologists 

Group 

 

12 November 2014, Canberra Girls Grammar School 

 

 

The meeting opened at 7.35pm, and was chaired by Vice-President, Neil Hermes, in 

the absence of President, Alison Russell-French. 

 

Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting 

Neil moved that the minutes be accepted. Seconded: Jean Casburn 

 

President’s Report (presented by Neil Hermes, prepared by Alison Russell-French) 

The key points in the report were: 

 

Alison started by thanking the 2013-2014 committee, and those members who provide 

ongoing service to COG’s regular activities. 

 

Membership stands at 270, with 63 new members joining this year, and a number of 

members leaving the Group. 

 

The 50
th

 Anniversary program included the following, to which many COG members 

contributed : 

 Bird of the Year project (still ongoing) 

 Photographic competition 

 Landscapes for Birds forum 

 Short talks at COG meetings 

 Steve Wilson Medal 

 Special edition of Canberra Bird Notes 

 Mini guide to Canberra birdwatching 

 Beginners walks 

 Gala dinner 

 

Conservation. Jenny Bounds and other committee members provided input on a 

number of conservation issues. 

 

Woodland and Wetlands Trust. COG provided financial and on-the-ground support 

for the re-introduction of Bush Stone-curlews at Mulligans Flat. 

 

COG’s program of surveys continued throughout the year, with Gang-gang 

monitoring added to the survey activities.  The COG members providing records 

management support to survey activities continued their valuable activities. 

 

The new COG website was launched in early 2014, and is much appreciated. 

 
The field trips program was busy, with weekend, mid-week, and pelagic outings. 

 

COG’s publications Gang-gang and Canberra Bird Notes continue to be produced. 

 



Jack Holland has continued to provide interesting speakers for the COG monthly 

meetings. Highlights included the presentation by Matt Herring on the Australasian 

Bittern project, to which COG pledged $2500, and John Young’s presentation on the 

Night Parrot. 

 

The Canberra Birds Conservation Fund provided funds to a project on the Pacific 

Koel. 

 

Neil then moved that the President’s report be accepted. Seconded: Lia Battisson 

 

Financial reports 

Noel Luff presented the audited financial reports. He drew attention to the costs of 

member services, in particular the costs of printing and support for speakers from out 

of town. A rise in member subscriptions from July 1 2014 will help to meet the costs. 

The major donation during the year was to the Conservation Council. 

 

Noel moved that the financial reports be accepted. Seconded: Julie McGuiness 

 

Appointment of auditor for the next financial year 

Noel moved that Rod Griffiths be appointed auditor for the 2014-2015 financial year. 

Seconded: Lia Battisson 

 

Election of office bearers for 2014-2015 

Jack Holland acted as returning officers, and the following were elected unopposed: 

 

President: Alison Russell-French 

Vice-President: Neil Hermes 

Secretary: Alan Thomas 

Treasurer: Lia Battisson 

Ordinary committee members: Barbara de Bruine, Chris Davey, Jenny Bounds, 

Stuart Rae, Bruce Lindenmayer, Sue Lashko, Julie McGuiness. 

 

The meeting closed at 8.20pm 


