
 
 
Last chance to count Gang-gangs  

 

Canberra residents are urged to get on board for the last Gang-gang Muster 

count, as the Canberra Ornithologists Group's year long citizen science Gang-

gang survey winds up at the end of February. 

 
The week-long ‘Muster’ survey counts record the presence and/or absence of 
Gang-gangs with the final count coming up from 19-25 February 2015.   
 

Chris Davey, project manager of the survey, said the late summer count is 

important to help us map whether the birds have returned to suburbs. "We saw 

a reduction in the number of Gangs-gangs recorded in the November Muster 

suggesting some birds may have returned to the cooler mountain habitats over 

spring and summer". 

 

Despite some promising observations about hollow preparations and nesting 

behavior over spring, there were no positive breeding events recorded in 

Canberra’s urban nature reserves. “Nesting hollow competition appears to be a 

factor and where birds had taken up residence, a heavy rainfall event in early 

December led to nests being abandoned in Mt Majura and Mt Mugga Mugga 

Nature Reserves” Mr Davey said.  

 

The results of the November count shows both a drop in the overall numbers of 

birds from the May and August Musters and much smaller group sizes. "The 

February Muster count will give us a better idea about the seasonal distribution 

of the birds and we may see an increase in group sizes with a new crop of 

juvenile birds" Mr Davey said.   

 

Mr Davey said the Gang-gang Muster is a simple bird-watching activity that 
anyone can take part in. “Choose somewhere you spend a little time most days of 
the week, like your home garden or the local park, and record whether you see 
or hear any Gang-gangs, or not.  Even if you don’t see any birds, these reports are 
really important for the survey”.  
 
A simple on-line electronic form can be used to enter records at the end of the 
week or you can download a paper form. Forms on the Canberra Birds website:   
http://canberrabirds.org.au/observing-birds/gang-gangsurvey/gang-gang-
muster-instructions 

 
Results of the Gang-gang survey will be available later in the year with talks 
planned for the Friends of the Botanic Gardens and other community forums. 
 
Contact: Kathy Eyles 0407 899 698 
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