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Species List
This list includes all species recorded in the Garden Bird Survey, and the statistics for each species. Note that 
not all records of unusual birds have been able to be appraised or endorsed by COG’s Rarities Panel.

The birds are presented in sequence according to the number of records for each species. 

The contents of each column in the table are:

Records: Number of records for each species

Sites: Number of sites where the species was recorded

Years: Number of years in which the species was recorded

A (Abundance): The number of individuals per observer week; 

F (Frequency): The percentage of sites at which a species was recorded; 

W (Weeks): The number of weeks within a year in which a species was recorded; 

R (Reporting Rate): The percentage of observer weeks in which a species was recorded, 

G (Group Size): The number of individuals per observation, i.e. average group size. 

U  on COG’s Unusual Birds List (that is fewer then 10 endorsed records in the previous 25 years).

E  probable escapee (not included on the Unusual Birds List).

Numbers of Records, Sites and Years for each species are best considered in 
relation to the total number of Charts, Sites and Years of the Survey.

Number of Charts: 1707 Number of Sites: 356 Number of Years: 27

Rank Species  Records Sites Years A      F W       R     G  
1 Australian Magpie 1700 356 27 2.88862 99.59 52.0 86.626 3.33

2 Galah 1698 354 27 6.94385 99.52 52.0 79.176 8.77

3 Crimson Rosella 1696 353 27 3.09214 99.06 52.0 80.615 3.84

4 Pied Currawong 1690 350 27 3.96483 98.99 52.0 81.262 4.88

5 Magpie-lark 1675 354 27 2.05766 98.14 52.0 75.454 2.73

6 Red Wattlebird 1668 347 27 2.20377 97.83 52.0 77.778 2.83

7 Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 1667 349 27 5.58160 97.77 52.0 70.483 7.92

8 Silvereye 1649 347 27 5.57023 96.68 52.0 65.890 8.45

9 Eastern Rosella 1648 346 27 1.51840 96.66 52.0 57.996 2.62

10 Australian Raven 1605 332 27 1.07050 94.35 52.0 50.924 2.10

11 Common Blackbird 1586 334 27 1.65303 92.98 52.0 71.158 2.32

12 Noisy Friarbird 1581 338 27 0.86492 92.61 43.0 36.424 2.37

13 Common Starling 1577 349 27 9.36181 92.33 52.0 64.550 14.50

14 House Sparrow 1575 334 27 6.21625 92.31 52.0 67.564 9.20

15 Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 1558 331 27 0.48865 91.47 51.7 31.459 1.55

16 Eastern Spinebill 1488 298 27 0.55572 88.00 51.6 34.425 1.61

17 Yellow-faced Honeyeater 1466 318 27 2.62851 85.60 50.5 25.235 10.42

18 Yellow-rumped Thornbill 1466 319 27 1.42682 86.21 52.0 34.884 4.09

19 Grey Fantail 1349 290 27 0.33380 80.06 51.9 21.454 1.56

20 Willie Wagtail 1326 319 27 0.26771 77.57 52.0 20.382 1.31

21 Spotted Pardalote 1312 284 27 0.61382 77.52 52.0 28.993 2.12

22 Australian King-Parrot 1302 277 27 1.54601 77.68 51.6 40.556 3.81

23 Striated Pardalote 1269 281 27 0.58553 74.62 52.0 26.880 2.18

24 Laughing Kookaburra 1248 297 27 0.35654 72.51 52.0 19.883 1.79

25 Gang-gang Cockatoo 1211 269 27 0.71972 70.98 51.9 23.906 3.01

26 Superb Fairy-wren 1202 277 27 0.80288 71.27 52.0 25.496 3.15
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Rank Species  Records Sites Years A      F W       R     G  
27 Common Myna 1181 254 27 2.92663 71.84 51.9 49.602 5.90

28 Golden Whistler 1017 224 27 0.14555 60.92 43.1 12.369 1.18

29 Rufous Whistler 896 230 27 0.09342 52.12 43.8 7.691 1.21

30 Rock Dove 879 235 27 1.21203 50.70 52.0 17.653 6.87

31 White-naped Honeyeater 871 238 27 0.58943 51.04 30.7 6.640 8.88

32 White-eared Honeyeater 849 237 27 0.09940 49.80 40.9 7.493 1.33

33 Weebill 845 203 27 0.46559 49.99 51.9 18.001 2.59

34 Crested Pigeon 838 191 27 1.16735 56.90 40.8 36.093 3.23

35 Brown Thornbill 780 187 27 0.26020 46.99 51.0 13.479 1.93

36 White-plumed Honeyeater 725 224 27 0.14526 42.38 46.4 6.918 2.10

37 Olive-backed Oriole 691 165 27 0.05782 41.41 34.4 5.295 1.09

38 Red-rumped Parrot 679 216 27 0.41067 39.31 50.8 8.539 4.81

39 European Goldfinch 672 207 27 0.26194 38.51 47.6 7.717 3.39

40 Welcome Swallow 657 209 27 0.22868 37.66 49.4 6.990 3.27

41 Grey Shrike-thrush 654 191 27 0.07763 38.14 47.9 6.888 1.13

42 Masked Lapwing 633 186 27 0.09784 37.48 47.6 5.333 1.83

43 Striated Thornbill 608 177 27 0.21226 35.97 45.8 5.730 3.70

44 Grey Currawong 595 166 27 0.08276 34.79 49.2 6.974 1.19

45 Southern Boobook 587 172 27 0.04043 34.93 38.1 3.704 1.09

46 Australian Hobby 584 163 27 0.03474 34.49 36.4 2.929 1.19

47 Dollarbird 569 158 27 0.05659 32.71 22.2 3.508 1.61

48 Fuscous Honeyeater 550 151 27 0.12981 32.74 24.5 4.265 3.04

49 White-winged Chough 507 155 27 0.37145 29.91 44.9 4.709 7.89

50 Scarlet Robin 475 159 27 0.04102 27.46 26.0 2.797 1.47

51 White-browed Scrubwren 446 126 27 0.13411 27.00 47.3 7.770 1.73

52 Pallid Cuckoo 442 154 27 0.02916 25.93 19.0 2.658 1.10

53 Australian Wood Duck 422 144 27 0.20681 25.08 39.4 4.223 4.90

54 Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 411 125 24 0.35645 27.22 19.8 4.301 8.29

55 Red-browed Finch 410 130 27 0.32411 24.58 44.0 4.710 6.88

56 Collared Sparrowhawk 401 140 27 0.02069 23.96 30.6 1.936 1.07

57 Noisy Miner 394 134 27 0.22261 22.71 50.3 6.027 3.69

58 White-throated Needletail 386 136 27 0.20630 23.10 11.0 1.074 19.22

59 Straw-necked Ibis 383 128 27 0.39044 23.48 25.7 2.350 16.61

60 Brown Goshawk 369 132 27 0.01191 21.79 21.4 1.121 1.06

61 Leaden Flycatcher 362 111 27 0.03154 21.30 23.0 2.269 1.39

62 Double-barred Finch 339 112 27 0.12009 19.73 37.3 3.044 3.94

63 Nankeen Kestrel 337 139 27 0.02177 19.27 28.1 1.900 1.15

64 Sacred Kingfisher 328 139 27 0.01120 18.86 15.4 1.008 1.11

65 White-throated Gerygone 311 111 27 0.01837 17.88 20.7 1.684 1.09

66 White-throated Treecreeper 295 81 27 0.05473 16.97 46.8 4.766 1.15

67 Satin Bowerbird 272 65 26 0.12082 17.24 35.7 4.488 2.69

68 Buff-rumped Thornbill 270 78 27 0.11596 15.80 40.0 3.151 3.68

69 White-faced Heron 266 111 27 0.03067 15.83 31.7 2.065 1.48

70 Dusky Woodswallow 257 97 27 0.07652 15.29 18.1 1.161 6.59

71 Wedge-tailed Eagle 252 102 28 0.01214 15.15 15.9 0.839 1.45

72 Little Corella 240 92 22 0.11903 17.71 28.8 2.493 4.78

73 Mistletoebird 240 66 27 0.02423 14.25 27.8 2.186 1.11

74 Fan-tailed Cuckoo 225 97 25 0.01033 14.07 16.5 0.984 1.05

75 Rose Robin 221 75 27 0.01288 13.60 16.8 1.193 1.08

76 Australian White Ibis 198 83 27 0.15766 12.01 18.6 1.054 14.95



103

Rank Species  Records Sites Years A      F W       R     G  
77 Crescent Honeyeater 193 77 27 0.02294 11.44 19.4 1.645 1.39

78 Grey Butcherbird 193 90 26 0.01207 11.74 12.2 1.133 1.07

79 Eastern Koel 187 75 21 0.01007 14.33 7.9 0.962 1.05

80 Common Bronzewing 186 62 27 0.03639 11.09 32.1 2.050 1.78

81 New Holland Honeyeater 185 74 27 0.03721 10.96 24.6 1.532 2.43

82 Black-shouldered Kite 182 62 27 0.01536 10.61 23.1 1.264 1.21

83 Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo 182 82 26 0.00862 10.73 12.8 0.821 1.05

84 Pacific Black Duck 178 88 27 0.11309 10.36 31.6 2.525 4.48

85 Varied Sittella 167 65 27 0.03760 9.47 15.3 0.712 5.28

86 Little Eagle 167 68 27 0.00560 9.86 12.0 0.521 1.07

87 Shining Bronze-Cuckoo 165 75 26 0.00709 10.22 12.0 0.700 1.01

88 Australian Pelican 162 80 26 0.01826 10.05 11.4 0.539 3.39

89 Little Raven 158 70 27 0.08793 9.63 11.5 0.551 15.96

90 Peregrine Falcon 154 61 27 0.00502 9.25 10.4 0.464 1.08

91 Silver Gull 148 69 27 0.52879 8.09 19.2 0.908 58.24

92 Rufous Fantail 145 63 27 0.00312 8.44 5.9 0.297 1.05

93 Rainbow Lorikeet 142 60 26 0.02141 8.76 19.3 1.052 2.04

94 Brown Falcon 142 70 27 0.00623 8.24 11.9 0.546 1.14

95 Tree Martin 138 54 27 0.02580 8.11 12.1 0.564 4.57

96 White-winged Triller 138 85 27 0.01353 7.71 11.3 0.775 1.75

97 Yellow Thornbill 137 57 27 0.02110 8.07 23.1 1.079 1.96

98 Brown-headed Honeyeater 130 52 27 0.03333 7.75 16.1 0.775 4.30

99 Rainbow Bee-eater 130 66 25 0.01583 8.13 5.6 0.277 5.72

100 Flame Robin 115 62 27 0.01191 6.61 10.8 0.548 2.17

101 Satin Flycatcher 111 56 26 0.00341 6.71 5.8 0.289 1.18

102 Western Gerygone 106 47 27 0.00474 6.04 9.4 0.437 1.08

103 Tawny Frogmouth 104 48 25 0.01692 6.54 19.6 0.938 1.80

104 Restless Flycatcher 103 55 25 0.00441 6.38 9.4 0.420 1.05

105 Spotted Dove 97 43 17 0.01772 9.07 19.9 1.316 1.28

106 Speckled Warbler 86 32 27 0.01005 5.01 12.8 0.546 1.84

107 Great Cormorant 75 47 26 0.00622 4.55 6.6 0.271 2.29

108 Cockatiel 63 40 22 0.00229 4.50 5.1 0.200 1.14

109 Australasian Pipit 61 21 26 0.01727 3.59 17.6 0.842 2.05

110 Superb Parrot 56 37 20 0.01376 4.26 5.3 0.279 4.93

111 Little Pied Cormorant 54 28 23 0.01038 3.66 10.3 0.527 1.97

112 Budgerigar E 54 40 18 0.00152 4.44 3.7 0.142 1.07

113 Rufous Songlark 44 23 18 0.00673 3.67 8.4 0.462 1.46

114 White-browed Woodswallow 39 26 17 0.04391 3.68 2.6 0.128 34.31

115 Eastern Yellow Robin 38 21 20 0.00600 3.10 12.3 0.532 1.13

116 Yellow-tufted Honeyeater 36 26 17 0.00412 3.47 5.0 0.242 1.70

117 Eurasian Skylark 34 11 25 0.03099 2.20 17.2 0.830 3.73

118 Australian Owlet-nightjar 33 17 20 0.00347 2.58 7.3 0.312 1.11

119 Australian Reed-Warbler 32 23 19 0.00548 2.72 7.6 0.345 1.59

120 Little Lorikeet 29 21 17 0.00232 2.67 2.0 0.082 2.84

121 Little Black Cormorant 28 18 16 0.00673 2.83 5.5 0.236 2.85

122 Brush Cuckoo 27 22 17 0.00117 2.57 3.1 0.115 1.01

123 Long-billed Corella 26 18 13 0.00291 3.14 5.0 0.191 1.53

124 Jacky Winter 26 19 18 0.00170 2.25 3.6 0.139 1.23

125 Whistling Kite 26 17 20 0.00086 2.15 2.0 0.080 1.07

126 Peachface Lovebird 26 21 16 0.00080 2.42 2.0 0.080 1.00



104

Rank Species  Records Sites Years A      F W       R     G  
127 Black Swan 25 18 15 0.01088 2.53 9.6 0.385 2.83

128 Zebra Finch 25 18 17 0.00280 2.26 4.3 0.165 1.69

129 Grey Teal 24 11 15 0.00831 2.61 8.7 0.384 2.17

130 Fork-tailed Swift 24 19 13 0.00781 2.74 1.5 0.078 9.95

131 White-necked Heron 24 20 17 0.00084 2.34 1.9 0.078 1.09

132 Fairy Martin 23 15 12 0.00811 2.67 3.5 0.129 6.27

133 White-bellied Cuckoo-shrike 22 17 12 0.00110 2.95 2.8 0.110 1.00

134 Eastern Great Egret 22 16 15 0.00104 2.27 2.6 0.096 1.08

135 Diamond Firetail 20 7 16 0.00794 1.95 5.9 0.246 3.23

136 Golden-headed Cisticola 19 6 15 0.00502 2.15 8.1 0.328 1.53

137 Hooded Robin 18 9 14 0.00403 2.24 5.6 0.234 1.72

138 Pink Robin 17 9 12 0.00084 2.18 2.0 0.072 1.17

139 Eastern Barn Owl 17 15 12 0.00065 2.02 1.7 0.062 1.05

140 Australasian Darter 16 11 10 0.00381 2.51 5.3 0.200 1.91

141 Major Mitchell’s Cockatoo E 16 10 8 0.00280 3.07 7.6 0.280 1.00

142 Little Friarbird 16 13 13 0.00069 2.10 1.5 0.063 1.10

143 Australasian Grebe 15 11 9 0.00735 2.42 8.2 0.374 1.97

144 Cattle Egret 15 9 12 0.00546 2.04 3.0 0.118 4.61

145 Eurasian Coot 14 10 11 0.11847 1.70 16.6 0.677 17.51

146 Stubble Quail 14 8 12 0.00344 1.98 5.3 0.232 1.48

147 Australian Ringneck  E 13 7 8 0.00458 1.83 14.2 0.452 1.01

148 Bassian Thrush 13 12 10 0.00133 2.18 2.3 0.094 1.42

149 Purple Swamphen 12 8 9 0.03429 1.75 20.7 0.795 4.32

150 Dusky Moorhen 12 8 10 0.03247 1.65 13.8 0.512 6.35

151 Crested Shrike-tit 12 8 10 0.00539 1.94 9.5 0.403 1.34

152 Regent Honeyeater 12 12 8 0.00204 2.08 2.4 0.087 2.35

153 Grey Goshawk 12 8 10 0.00076 1.83 1.9 0.069 1.10

154 Black Falcon 12 10 8 0.00070 2.19 1.8 0.070 1.00

155 Masked Woodswallow 11 9 8 0.01197 2.17 2.1 0.090 13.32

156 Peaceful Dove 11 10 11 0.00050 1.51 1.4 0.050 1.00

157 Swift Parrot 10 10 7 0.00268 2.11 1.7 0.066 4.07

158 Northern Mallard 10 2 10 0.00185 1.87 2.4 0.109 1.70

159 White-headed Pigeon 10 10 8 0.00159 2.08 3.1 0.130 1.22

160 White-bellied Sea-Eagle 10 8 9 0.00051 1.92 1.2 0.051 1.00

161 Brown Quail 9 3 9 0.00398 1.71 4.3 0.175 2.28

162 Glossy Black-Cockatoo 9 9 6 0.00371 2.37 3.2 0.117 3.18

163 Brown Songlark 9 7 6 0.00111 2.17 2.5 0.094 1.18

164 Channel-billed Cuckoo 9 8 6 0.00060 2.55 1.5 0.060 1.00

165 Scarlet Honeyeater 9 9 7 0.00055 2.03 1.3 0.055 1.00

166 Southern Whiteface 8 6 8 0.00090 1.80 1.4 0.061 1.48

167 Ring-necked Parakeet  E 8 5 8 0.00076 1.60 2.0 0.076 1.00

168 Black-faced Monarch 8 7 7 0.00055 1.75 1.4 0.055 1.00

169 Chestnut Teal 7 4 7 0.01367 1.75 10.1 0.424 3.23

170 Royal Spoonbill 7 7 6 0.00137 2.00 2.7 0.096 1.42

171 Musk Lorikeet  U 7 6 6 0.00098 1.67 1.3 0.053 1.86

172 Black Kite 7 6 7 0.00038 1.55 1.0 0.038 1.00

173 Corella Species 6 6 1 0.08906 8.33 12.0 0.452 19.71

174 Little Wattlebird  U 6 6 4 0.00147 2.24 3.8 0.147 1.00

175 Barking Owl  U 6 4 6 0.00090 1.50 2.0 0.072 1.26

176 Common Greenfinch 6 5 6 0.00080 1.58 1.2 0.047 1.70
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177 Red-capped Robin 6 6 6 0.00052 1.67 1.3 0.052 1.00

178 Yellow-billed Spoonbill 5 5 4 0.00161 2.29 1.8 0.074 2.18

179 Diamond Dove 5 5 4 0.00063 2.21 1.5 0.063 1.00

180 Swamp Harrier 5 4 5 0.00045 1.57 1.2 0.045 1.00

181 Hardhead 4 4 4 0.06558 1.60 9.3 0.310 21.16

182 Black-fronted Dotterel 4 4 3 0.00106 2.32 2.0 0.090 1.18

183 Azure Kingfisher  U 4 4 4 0.00054 1.45 1.5 0.054 1.00

184 Brown Gerygone 3 3 2 0.00303 2.24 4.5 0.160 1.90

185 Scaly-breasted Lorikeet  E 3 3 2 0.00259 2.21 6.5 0.240 1.08

186 Brown Treecreeper 3 3 3 0.00183 1.65 1.7 0.073 2.51

187 Nankeen Night-Heron 3 3 3 0.00138 1.41 4.3 0.138 1.00

188 Pied Butcherbird 3 3 2 0.00050 2.12 1.5 0.050 1.00

189 Latham’s Snipe 3 3 3 0.00038 1.59 1.0 0.038 1.00

190 Intermediate Egret 3 3 3 0.00037 1.58 1.0 0.037 1.00

191 Indian Peafowl 2 1 2 0.01659 2.04 33.0 1.659 1.00

192 Australasian Shoveler 2 2 2 0.00174 1.57 1.0 0.036 4.78

193 Pied Cormorant 2 2 2 0.00159 1.68 1.0 0.040 3.97

194 Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater  U 2 2 2 0.00067 1.36 2.0 0.067 1.00

195 Lewin’s Honeyeater  U 2 2 2 0.00059 1.59 1.5 0.059 1.00

296 Bell Miner 2 2 2 0.00054 1.58 1.0 0.039 1.40

197 Painted Button-quail 2 2 2 0.00050 1.41 1.5 0.050 1.00

198 Regent Parrot E 2 2 2 0.00041 1.77 1.0 0.041 1.00

199 Cicadabird 2 2 2 0.00039 1.53 1.0 0.039 1.00

200 White-throated Nightjar U 2 2 2 0.00036 1.34 1.0 0.036 1.00

201 Red-capped Parrot  E 2 2 2 0.00033 1.29 1.0 0.033 1.00

202 Australian Shelduck 1 1 1 0.00522 1.16 1.0 0.031 17.00

203 Hoary-headed Grebe 1 1 1 0.00516 1.39 15.0 0.484 1.07

204 Little Grassbird 1 1 1 0.00355 1.39 11.0 0.355 1.00

205 White-fronted Honeyeater  U 1 1 1 0.00290 1.39 9.0 0.290 1.00

206 White-backed Swallow 1 1 1 0.00241 1.35 1.0 0.034 7.00

207 Princess Parrot  E 1 1 1 0.00203 1.69 5.0 0.203 1.00

208 Turquoise Parrot  1 1 1 0.00203 1.75 3.0 0.122 1.67

209 Musk Duck 1 1 1 0.00148 1.75 3.0 0.148 1.00

210 Banded Lapwing 1 1 1 0.00117 1.11 2.0 0.059 2.00

211 Black-winged Stilt 1 1 1 0.00113 1.59 1.0 0.038 3.00

212 Wonga Pigeon 1 1 1 0.00093 2.00 2.0 0.093 1.00

213 Chestnut-rumped Heathwren 1 1 1 0.00055 2.33 1.0 0.055 1.00

214 Little Egret 1 1 1 0.00049 1.75 1.0 0.049 1.00

215 Australian Spotted Crake 1 1 1 0.00042 1.72 1.0 0.042 1.00

216 Glossy Ibis 1 1 1 0.00042 1.72 1.0 0.042 1.00

217 Spotted Harrier 1 1 1 0.00041 1.75 1.0 0.041 1.00

218 Tawny-crowned Honeyeater  U 1 1 1 0.00041 1.79 1.0 0.041 1.00

219 Powerful Owl 1 1 1 0.00038 1.59 1.0 0.038 1.00

220 Olive Whistler 1 1 1 0.00038 1.59 1.0 0.038 1.00

221 Muscovy Duck  E 1 1 1 0.00038 1.59 1.0 0.038 1.00

222 Red-whiskered Bulbul  U 1 1 1 0.00037 1.54 1.0 0.037 1.00

223 Spangled Drongo 1 1 1 0.00035 1.47 1.0 0.035 1.00

224 King Quail  E 1 1 1 0.00031 1.16 1.0 0.031 1.00

225 Purple-crowned Lorikeet  E 1 1 1 0.00029 1.11 1.0 0.029 1.00

226 Horsfield’s Bushlark 1 1 1 0.00029 1.11 1.0 0.029 1.00

227 Nutmeg Mannikin  E 1 1 1 0.00029 1.11 1.0 0.029 1.00

228 Buff-banded Rail 1 1 1 0.00015 0.58 0.5 0.015 1.00


