Canberra Girls Grammar School
corner Gawler Cres and Melbourn

Enter off Gawler Crescent using th

school road signposted as Gabriel

Drive. If that car-park is full, enter
using Chapel Drive.

The first presentation will be a “Bird
of the Month” talk by Jack Holland
on “ldentification of Local Qualil
Species ”. This will be a reprise and
an update of a talk he gave to COG
about 20 years ago. Come along to
learn about to identify these difficult
species and find out whether Jack
has found it any easier to be certain
of their identification in the field after
all these years.

The main presentation will be by Dr
Sandy Berry , Senior Research As-
sociate, Fenner School of Environ-
ment and Society, ANU, on Habitat
Productivity, Connectivity and

Bird Conservation .

Sandy is a vegetation ecologist with
a particular interest in the way that
the Australian vegetation responds
to environmental change through
time.

Everyone welcome

Ave, Deakin. The meetings are heldjin
the Multi-media Theatre at the Schodl.

Gang-ganc

Newsletter of the Canberra Ornithologists Group Inc.

What to watch out for this month

Summer has now gone and over the next 6 weeks or so manyspktties
that visit Canberra for the warmer season to breed/ithave departed. One
species that | predicted would have left by the end of Jante@Common
Koel, stayed unusually long this year, still being conspicuous lmallieg in
at least three suburbs until mid to
late February. Th8uperb Parrot

also stayed in th®lount Rogers

area in small numbers until about £
the middle of the month. This spe- £
cies is at the SE edge of its distribuf
tion in the ACT, but only migrates 5:;
within NSW up to about the QLD 5,
border.

Among the species expected to
have departed by the first couple of
weeks of March is thBollarbird,

with the immature birds tending to stay the longest. Anotberiss, the
Rainbow Bee-eaterpften passes through/over Canberra in late February/
early March. Keep an ear out for them as they carabiéyéheard and seen
quite high overhead, with their characteristic “pirr peéll and orange under-
wing making them relatively easy to identify from a distarithey can also
migrate at lower levels, such as along a creek liner.rISome have already
been observed doing this. TBacred Kingfisheris also likely to be seen
briefly in Canberra gardens etc in later February/Mant it way to warmer
climes.

Photo b

Superb Parrot
( Polytelis swainsonii )

Continue to keep an eye out fthite-throated Needletailsand the rarer
Fork-tailed Swifts on passing fronts or local thunderstorms. So far thike st
have only been sporadic sightings, which seems to be imwainbn of the

low number of records for these species for the pasiyears despite the wet-
ter conditions. Other species which are migrants througih€ea during
March include those which breed in the mountains suthesZatin Fly-
catcher and theRufous Fantail. These may be seen passing through for a
brief period in quite unsuitable habitat during this monthfanthe first few
days of April. Most of the foucuckoo species will also have left Canberra by
the beginning of April, though some individuals do stay longdrsametimes
overwinter. Other species such as®@rey Fantail and theNoisy Friarbird
(there have been very few in my local area this ydao) migrate during
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March but stay a bit longer into April, depending on the sea&ile theDusky Woodswallowcan stay until early
May (with small numbers overwintering), from FebruanAmril they often flock while feeding or moving together;
indeed there have been a few reports of this happening30uegether) round Lake Burley Griffin.

The most famous and spectacular migrants are the lades bfYellow-Faced HoneyeatersThis phenomenon usu-
ally begins in the last week or so of March, so keepaarand eye out for them in your local patch. Last yeamtigra-
tion almost failed, starting early and being seemingly byehe end of March, with the numbers reported the gbore
that | can recall in over 30 years of birding in the AC@ itSwill be very important that this migration isreéully moni-
tored in 2008. Please do so and report major numbettse @ailure of any to appear when expected (remember ste be
migration conditions are on a clear still day afteold aight).

As we move into autumn, one of the features of the Canbedacene is the mixed feeding flock (MFF). These can
form anywhere and are often characterised by a nunfilsenaler species, ranging from 3 to over 10, which seetn+to
operatively feed in a very busy manner at all levels, sisobn the ground, in the shrubs and in the tree canopymA

ber of different birds seem to provide the trigger, and on@mspecies may be most conspicuous, with severaiespe
of thornbills/Weebill often present. However, keep a watchful eye on all the &g ddten there may be one or two un-
common species quietly feeding in amongst them. A fe&uirew rapidly they can move through an area, with hardly
a bird to be seen only an hour later.

Again make sure that these valuable records are ndiubsire entered into the COG databaselack Holland

Field Trip reports
8 to 11 February 2008 — Ulladulla

An outing in two parts. The first was wet, the second fhe.Bob Rusk our fearless leader managed to salvage the
expedition and also show us some of the delights of Ulladatizssurrounds. A stroll up Millards Creek, a quick visit t
Milton’s figtree and a stroll around Wardens Head dilie the first day.

Millards Creek would have been good on a good day but unéddiyrthe rain kept most of the birds tucked up in bed.
The figtree revealed ahustralasian Figbird and anEastern Koelbeing fed by an overworkdged Wattlebird.

Wardens Head haWedge-tailed ShearwatersaandAustralasian Gannetsoff the lighthouse point and/hite-
throated NeedletailsoverheadGlossy Black-Cockatoosvere feeding orllocasuarinabelow one of the lookouts

while Sooty Oystercatchergatrolled the rock ledges below.

The next day was considerably better and Bob took us to tite Yattah Nature Reserve, a small pocket of rainfores
just off the Princes Highway. This was a delight and oae¥t birds were in abundance. Some of the highlights were
Topknot Pigeon, Green Catbird, Brown Cuckoo-Dove, Black-faed Monarch, Lewin’s Honeyeater, Large-billed
Scrubwren and Brown Gerygone

This was followed by another trip to the lighthouse atd#arHead, this time in more ideal conditions. Wiedge-
tailed Shearwaters and Gannetsvere still there and were joined Bluttering Shearwaters, Sooty Terns, Pomarine
Jaegers and Arctic Jaegers

K

At the caravan park, fiveong-billed Corellas entertained us and yet another
very busyRed Wattlebird was feeding a squawkirigastern Koel In the
streets of Burrill Lake a very large juvendannel-billed Cuckoowas
keeping &Pied Currawong very busy trying to keep the food up to it.

On Monday Bob had a final delight to show us in Lake Merdus 1§ a pretty
little freshwater lake tucked in behind the sand dunes m&I8ational Park.
Upon it wereMusk Ducks and over it aVhistling Kite was chased by
Australian Ravens The bush near the lake held m@iessy Black-
Cockatoos, Rufous Fantail and Red-browed Treecreeper

Photo by Sue Lashko

Channel-billed Cuckoo
( Scythrops novaehollandiae )

From such a dismal start (weatherwise) the weekend dedkinfo a very
enjoyable and sunny occasion. In no small way this was nwssépe by our
genial leader. Thanks again to Bob Rusk for a great weleke Noel Luff
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19 February 2008 — Wednesday Walkers at Kelly’s
Swamp and the Silt Trap

A very good roll up of birders including some new faces fouglt teey
through appalling traffic to get to the Kelly’'s Swamp cakpat the appointed
time.

The first bird entered on the list was an immatiitée Eagle, still looking
very spiffy. Most of the usual suspects contributed to tla list of 48
species. Less common birds werei@d Cormorant on the silt trap and two
European Greenfinchegust through the gate at the school end of the
swamp. Although not uncommon, we had extremely good viev@lafen-

headed Cisticolason the fence at the end of the water and, as we returned
from the silt trap, 8rown Falcon being harassed by smaller birds. enquiries@philipmaher.com

Some of the group then visited the Sewage Ponds (beingldarsefgn in the
book). There were relatively few birds on the lagoons; preslyniaey have
dispersed as there is water elsewhere. There were gotukens
(approximately 10) oBlue-billed Duck, Australian Shoveller, Pacific
Black Duck and Grey Teal It was particularly helpful to be able to get
Australian and Hoary-headed Grebedn one field of view. —Martin
Butterfield

Future Field Trips

The Guidelines for the conduct and advertising of COG filel trips are
published on the COG web site. Both trip leaders andmembers/
participants should familiarise themselves with these ddelines. In
particular, the Registration Form should be completeddr each field trip.

8-10 March 2008 — Canberra Day long weekend
campout — Lacmalac/Goobarragandra River

This long weekend campout will be an opportunity to viselatively
unknown spot not too far to our west. A combination of dpeest, riverine
and woodland habitats can be explored from here. Or sinmdly #he river
and relax for a couple of days.

We will camp at Thomas Boyd Trackhead, 23 km SE of Tumuhen t
Goobarragandra River, on the Hume and Hovell Walking Tradloa the
edge of Kosciuszko National Park.

From Tumut follow the main street (Wynyard Street) dowtinéoriver, cross
on the old bridge and follow the signs to Lacmalac. 11kmlpasnalac
(don't blink, you may miss it!) watch for a cattle grlde campground sign is
partly obscured by bushes.

Facilities at the campground are good and there iga massed area suitabl
for caravans and trailers. There are no showers, bt ihéot water for
washing, and free barbecues in a covered area. Take youlriokimg water.

Camping fees are $5.00 per person per night ($3.50 for groups osar 10,
hopefully we will qualify). For more information contaandy Sutherland on
62275622 or emagandy.sutherland@bigpond.com.au

\1%4

Australian

Ornithological
Services P/L
PO Box 385
South Yarra 3141
Victoria
<. q €]: 03 9820 4223
Mob: 04173 10200

2008 Birding Tours

12—30 March
Thailand
A repeat of our wonderful

2007 trip with over 400 sp
cies of birds recorded; fant
tic mammals, reptiles, butt

flies, flora, scenery and food.

Co-led by Uthai Treesuco

Thailand’s foremost birdin

guide See website for chec
list & trip report

July
New Caledonia
incl Lifou & Ouvea islands

10—28 August 2008
Strzelecki Track
Outback Tour

See other 2008 tours on ou
website

www.philipmaher.com
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Sunday16 March — East Basin/Molonglo River — Electric/powered bat cruise

This will be the last outing/cruise for 2007-2008 on the uppes phitake Burley Griffin (East Basin) and the adjacent
Molonglo River. This has been done a number of times ¢erdift dates, but the experience is that early autunre is
peak time for nesting. While the main objective will beiewv breeding activity, with three species of cormoeant
Darters known to breed there, the area is also ricthigr evater birds, and a variety of land birds can be saghe
banks.

The boat trip will last about 2 hours from 8 am and wiBtc$20, payable in cash on boarding. Depending on the
numbers we will travel either in the electric boat'thd.. Cygnet" which takes a maximum of 10 passengers, or the M
"Darter" which can carry 16 people and, though it ha®#or, is very quiet at slow speeds. The boats allow bgthed
approach as well as access to areas normally diff@glet to. The point of departure will be the little landaajpcent

to the car park in Bowen Park opposite the new Landmarkidpats. This car park may be accessed off Bowen Drive
(going either way).

At time of writing, there was nearly enough interedilkdhe larger boat. Therefore if you are intending tim jm this
outing, please book your place on the boat with Jack Hollan@288 7840 AH or by E-mail on
jack.holland@environment.gov.pas soon as possible.

Wednesday 19 March — Midweek walk

This month's midweek walk will be to Mulligan's Fieet at the main entrance car park at 9:00 am.

21-24 March — Easter Camp — Chiltern

We will camp on private property at Chiltern in north¥liatoria, about four hours drive from Canberra. Theisite
suitable for tents, caravans or campervans. Somenatg is available. We will bird in a variety of hattg in the local
area but may go further afield to the Murray (or to lagaleries) if it is very hot and/or if fire bans arepiace and
forests closed. Please contact Sue LashEdvitashko@gmail.corto register your interest. Contact Julie McGuiness
at julie.mcguiness@bigpond.com if you have ideas on good plaeestto the region.

This trip is fully booked. If you wish to go on the waiting,lisr are no longer able to come to Chiltern, please Soail
Lashko atSMLashko@gmail.com

Saturday 5 April — Lake Burley Griffin — Birding by Bike or the "Tour des Birds de
LBG"

Martin Butterfield will lead a repeat of this bicycle

tour of the Central and West Basins of Lake Burley
Griffin, intending to visit a number of locations with
good chances of seeing some of the less common
sights of Canberra (in addition to the birds there is
always the possibility of encountering a bagpipe
player or a naked jogger). Martin's expectation would
be at least 40 bird species including feormorants
andDarter, including breeding activity, and most of
the other usual lake and parkland suspects. In
addition the edge of Westbourne Woods can generate
some of the less common bush birds, and Acacia Inlet
has recently produced many sightingd.iofie

Bittern.

Meet at Mr Spokes bike hire in Acton Park at 8:00
am, and we'll head off clockwise (for those with
Little Bittern digital watches, that means towards the Carillon). If
(Ixobrychus minutus ) anyone is intending to hire a bike from Mr Spokes it
would be wise to check their hours of operation as

Photo by Sue Lashko last year they didn't open until 9:00! Martin expects
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to have at least nine ‘formal’ stops with many othersies$Ve'll cover about 20 km, at a polite pace with no big
uphills, in about 3 hours. At least one water bottle pesqueis advised, and although he doesn't intend to go off acad
spare inner tube each would be good insurance (Martin is htwpmgke it through this year without a personal
puncture). Wearing a helmet is compulsdfgr further information please contédartin Butterfield (Ph6238 2637

or 0422 753 230e-mailmartinflab@gmail.com

Sunday 13 April — Honeyeater migration

The autumn movement of thousandsreflow-facedandWhite-naped
Honeyeaters(and lesser numbers of other species) from the mowsniai
warmer climes along the coast and further north is arfeaf the
Canberra birdwatching calendar. On a good migration daysémals of
honeyeaters can be counted passing through the Angle Cros=sang a
witness this spectacle, and to help count the honeyeatees Nicki
Taws at 8:30 am in the car park on the Tharwa side of itlgebacross
the Murrumbidgee. As the bridge is closed, travel to Tharw&wint
Hut Crossing. Bring something to sit on, a hat, sunsa@adrmorning
tea. Enquiries to Nicki (6251 0308taws@bigpond.comAs usual, if
the weather is not the best for honeyeaters we will Visiffharwa
Sandwash for some general birding.

Sunday 27 April

We are still looking for someone to lead a morning walk lical nature park. If you would like to show people your
favourite patch of bush, please contact Anthony Overs on 6254 0468&ony.overs.reps@aph.gov.au

Yellow-faced Honeyeater
( Lichenostomus chrysops )

Photo by Geoffrey Dabb

News from the Committee

Work on the Annual Bird Report is progressing well.

Tony Lawson is preparing a short report on the differendegela the newly released and previous editions of
Christidis and BolesSystematics and Taxonomy of Australian Bir@®)D is the basis of the arrangement of
records in our data systems, so decisions will nebe toade about the changes.

Planning for the BIGNet meeting is well advanced. TheelQWinister has been invited to attend the walk and
breakfast planned for Mulligans Flat on the Sunday morning.

A volunteer has been found to undertake the role of Salsls idanager for the next three months. Roy Harvey
will keep the desk running for that time, but is overseaaificextended period after that, so we are still looking
for someone to manage it from mid-year. A volunteer hagetdieen found for the raffle.

A revised version of the COG data agreement has beernvapdrg the Committee. This agreement covers the
use of COG GBS and other records for research purposes.

Lost and Found

An Enamel yellow tray with a picture of a lemon was tefhind at the Christmas party and will be available fitoen
President for collection at the March meeting:
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Other Surveys/Activities of Interest to COG Members

BIGNet meeting.

COG is hosting the next meeting of the Bird Interest Groegwhirk (BIGNet) on 5-6 April 2008. The business sessions
will be held at the Australian National Botanic Gardeéfigere are a number of ways members can assigndioe the
success of the meeting, we need volunteers to:

take and write up minutes of the meeting (summary/outcomes)
organise morning and afternoon teas, including delivery tontreting venue;

organise the food, the setting up, and to act as margtiaks gate for a breakfast at Mulligans Flat on Syr&la
April; and

man (or woman) a small scale sales desk on one day,rigausiCOG publications and local materials.

If you are willing to assist, please contact Jack Hdllan 6288 7840 AH or by E-mail on
jack.holland@environment.gov.aas soon as possible.

Flying trip to the outback wetlands

In about two months, George Wilson proposes to visit the Cotagies, Innnaminka, Nockatunga, Cooper Creek,
Birdsville, Bulloo Overflow and Currawinya. The schedulé lae to fly over the area in 5 to 7 days as the wadeedes
to see the waterfowl and waders. Opportunities for bgest &m Cooper Creek. Cost will depend on the size of tggr
and the itinerary developed but of the order of $850 per heathpell inclusive. Contagieorge.wilson@awt.com.au
or 0418236575 to discuss.

NSW & ACT Twitchathon 2007 Winners

There were 109 participants in the Twitchathon, the most Abeut $15,500 was raised for the Birds Australia
Discovery Centre at The Armory, Sydney Olympic Parkneae headquarters for the Sydney office of Birds Australia.
The money is to be used for the supply of education equipmdmniew displays at the Centre.

Winners were:

Main Race —Hunter Home Brewers

Champagne Race —Crested Shrike-twits

Dollarbirds (Children 10-16 years) —Sawtell Sea-eagles

Little Curlews (Children under 10 years) —Eagles

Most Funds Raised — Keith Brandwood Grey Toilet Thrushes, $4,762)
Most Finds Raised by a child — Ben Furster-Levy($642)

“Lucky Twitchers Prize"— Peter Higgins (Complete & Utter Bustards)

“Rarest Bird Prize” — Greg Clancy (Black-necked Stalkers) for sightindraifous Scrub-bird at Gibraltar Range
National Park.

Suggestions for the sponsor project for the 2008 Twitchathamoarédeing canvassed. The project will be decided at

the next BIGnet Meeting in Canberra ACT in early Apribmy raised could be used to to supplement another grant for
a bird conservation/research project that you are invalitd or to start a new project altogether. Please coAlaa

Morris, the Twitchathon Organiser, with any ideas

Garden Bird Survey Notes — March 2008
GBS-relevant highlights from the Chatline for late Janudtgbruary include:
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aBlack Kite over Holt;

interactions betweelnittle Corellas (winners) andsulphur-crested Cockatoogqlosers) in Narrabundah;
continued records of .. <insert adjective which apphesweek/month> Koel from many areas;

dependent young recordsbiisky Woodswallow, Weebill, Leaden Flycatcher, Rufous Fantadnd
Yellow-faced Honeyeaterfrom Hoskintown (I have also recorded D¥¢llow-faced Honeyeatelin
Carwoola).

The weather is getting cooler and in the morning of 26 Fepiwsaw my first large (26 birds) flock &astern
Rosellasfor the year. While it was out of my GBS site, thegmgtoms that “the times they are a-changing” did cause
me to check out dates for migrants. Bill Oddy noted &1 ltle Black Bird Bookhat it was easier to get his name in his
local birding group’s annual report with a “last dateécause they are less recorded than “first dates”.

Conceptually, as the GBS is a continuous recording pracgis®s a more reliable indicator of the times of depar
However the “last date” is a rather nebulous concept astheé @ non-rare species described in the ABR as migrants
have, over the past 26 years, at least one GBS observaionarand six of the remaining species have very few
observations.

Looking at the number of observations for each of thep28iss by week over the 26 years of the GBS shows some
more interesting patterns. Space does not permit a falighon here but:

observations ofDollarbirds, Sacred Kingfishers, Rainbow Bee-eatera/Vhite-throated Needletails,
Horsfield’s andShining Bronze-Cuckoos, Rufous Fantails, LeadeandSatin Flycatchers, White-
throated and Western Gerygonesisually have decreased dramatically by the end of March.

by early April the passage @hite-naped andYellow-throated Honeyeaterswill have fired up (with
higher numbers of observations of both continuing over Wihger in Summer) and observationd\afisy
Friarbirds will have declined as they “vote with their wings”.

In contrast our only Winter immigrant, tR®ose Robin is more frequently observed from early April onwards.

— Martin Butterfield

THE COG RARITIES PANEL

(Originally published in the December 2007 Gang-gang. Republistiedfor the benefit of members who may have missed them)

The COG Rarities Panel was formed in 1984, initiallgppraise unusual records for the Atlas of ACT birds. & wi
based on a similar panel set up to vet records for meNmv South Wales for the first RAOU Atlas (1977-81). Th
need to vet records is not new, and is used by all respemsnithological bodies to check unusual and extralimit
records before they can be officially accepted inggoreal checklists, manuals and atlases. It is a procedatgro-
vides standards for the reliability of such works andégional ornithological knowledge.

The function of the Panel today is to
provide informed and impartial appraisal of the recordsepred to it, and
maintain a list of rare and unusual species,

the sightings of which will not be published as accepted by GQ€&ss they receive Panel endorsement.

The Panel does not “reject” records; it accepts or doesacept them. Failure to accept a record merely indi¢hg,
on the evidence available to the Panel, its identity habe®en demonstrated convincingly.
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Rarities Panel Guidelines (continued)

In reaching its decision on records, the Panel considedethds provided against its collective knowledge of the §pe-
cies, as much in behaviour and habitat preferences aagéutmaits. Observers may be asked to clarify aspett&ioff
reports. If Panel members lack collective expertisespecies, reports are circulated outside for opiniepoRs of
birds unusual to Australia as a whole are referred to itlils Bustralia Records Appraisal Committee.

The value of the Panel’s work can be seen not only iethancement of the quality of published COG records but
also in the monitoring of the status of the birds ofARE" and surrounding areas over time.

Composition of the Rarities Panel (2007)
Richard Allen, Jenny Bounds, Grahame Clark, Dick Schaduéj Taws, Barbara Allan (Secretary)

Panel members are appointed by the COG Committee. Thécatians for members of the Panel are a banding li
cence and/or professional qualifications and experienaaelevant field and/or extensive and proven track dea

observing and providing records to COG of birds in the Caalvegion. The Panel also uses the services of two Igcal
consultants, Mark Clayton and Penny Olsen.

Which birds require an unusual bird report?

The Panel is currently revising the list of rare andswal birds in the Canberra region; and the present listeoGOG
website will be up-dated shortly. Hard copies of the lifitalso be available at COG meetings or by mail frowe t
COG secretary. As a very general indication, if the ggedbes not appear on the COG datasheet, the completiof of a
unusual bird report form is advisable. Please note tha¢ pecies are not necessarily unusual in the broader Austra-
lian context — but they are unusimlbur region.If you submit a COG datasheet which lists an unusual thiedre-
cords checker will remind you of the need to complete asual bird report form.

The Panel always stands ready to assist birdersfigeriat they have seen. Please feel free to submitaatrepa
photo about any bird species which may have puzzled you féomal feedback.

What about the problem of multiple reports of the samebird?

Thanks to the excellent alerting service now provided b¥th& electronic chat line, the same unusual bird may pe
seen by many observers. The Rarities Panel suggesthetatginal finder of the bird should be the one to subdmit|t
report or, if that person is reluctant to do so, thatrhghe ensures that a subsequent observer does so. Anyusmbseq
records of the same species in approximately the saragdo at roughly the same time will be published by COGjas
if they had been endorsed. This presupposes that tirel sedamitted is adequate in detail. The Panel secrefdry
pursue the matter with other known observers until a repfmttiEcoming.

How to submit an unusual bird report

Unusual bird report forms are available in hard cop@6G meetings, or can be mailed to you by the RaritiaslPa
secretary or COG secretary. They are also avaitbtgronically for downloading from the COG website, at
www.canberrabirds.org.au. Once completed, the formimeagmailed to rarities@canberrabirds.org.au, m&iled
COG Rarities Panel, PO Box 301, Civic Square, ACT 260Blamed in the red records box at COG meetings. If ypu
have any questions, please contact rarities@canberrabiy@s or telephone the Panel secretary.

Please complete forms for records as fully as possiblgng particular attention to the description of the birditnd
behaviour. If you were unable to see certain featurgssearor example, if a striated breast is a keyasttaristic of
the species and you only saw the bird from the rear,nipsitant for the Panel to know this.
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Rarities Panel Guidelines (continued)

What happens to your report?

Electronically submitted forms are acknowledged on redéifite form appears to lack relevant detail, the Pare|
retary may contact you for further information. The Paneéts approximately quarterly to consider unusual bird
ports. Reports will be accepted (endorsed), not accemtéakther information will be sought, either from the obse
or an expert. Endorsed records are published in the nadalale issue oCanberra Bird Notesand in the relevant
Annual Bird Report, with commentary if warranted. Olises are informed of the outcome of the Panel's views e
by phone or email.

In reaching its decision about a record, the Panel congluefellowing matters:

does the record appear to be a faithful account of whattxherver saw and did not see? [by all means
consult a field guide, but only after noting the details/bét you saw first]

has the observer had previous experience with the species?
has the species been observed in that location befotie@ ACT before? and if so, recently?
are the details of the sighting collectively consisterl whe species claimed?

The Panel is obviously influenced by matters suclcesmapanying good-quality photographs (though it acknowl-
edges the possibility of digital tinkering).

— Barbara Allan, Secretary, Rarities Panel, Oct@o€7

Expressions of Interest sought for COG tasks

Expressions of interest are sought from members thélfallowing roles:

Sales Desk Manager
still needs to be filled on a more permanent basis

to obtain brochures on items of local and interstatast. The Desk is a popular venue at monthly meegings
provides a valuable service to members. The duties involvamgdgock, setting up the Desk and selling
merchandise at monthly meetings and balancing the ascount

Raffle Organiser

A popular event at each monthly meeting is the Rafflee job involves coordinating with the Sales Desk to provid
raffle prize, selling tickets at the door before the sththe meeting and to provide the takings to a membtreof
committee for banking.

Exhibition/Education Officer

An important role of COG is to provide exhibition andieational material at events that help to advance theaim
COG. Duties involve caring for, updating and maintainingetttebition material and if possible increase the
opportunities to educate members of the public on the impeetof birds and their conservation.

further details.

her

Roy Harvey has kindly offered to mind the position of S&lesk Manager for the next three months but the position

The Sales Desk provides an opportunity for the membersipprchase books and other items at a discount price fland

ea

Please contac@hris Davey (Tel:62546324, emagdhris_davey@aapt.net)aor any other member of the committee for
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MUDBRICK COTTAGE
Mallacoota

Our mudbrick cottage is availab
for rental for all those natur
lovers out there!!

It is set amongst the trees
Mallacoota, Victoria
(approximately 4 hours drive fro

Canberra). It is only 10 minutes

walk to the beach, 5 minutes wa
to the golf course and about
minutes walk to town. It sleeps 4
upstairs and there is a sofa b
downstairs.

It is fully self-contained with 3
kitchen and laundry. Contas
Barbara de Bruine

(02) 6258 3531.

PASSIVE SOLAR HOUSE
South Rosedale

Arupingi is a passive solar hous
situated in a peaceful bushla
setting in South Rosedale.

Birdwatching is possible from th
comfort of a chair on the front ¢
back deck, while for the mo
energetic, Guerrilla Bay an
Burrewarra Point are withi
walking distance. The wetlands
Barling’s Beach are only a fe
kilometres away. Rich birding i
available in almost any direction.

From 10 November to 10 Februal

contact Georgia Ramsay
0412 910 576

The following items plus various pamphlets (most free)) member-
L ship application forms are available from the sales deslOG

meetings.

Field Guide to the Birds of the ACTby Taylor and Day -

$16.00

$25.00

o.  Bird Calls of the ACT — CD - $12.00

d Bird Songs of

COG Car Stickers- $2.00
COG Badges- red or grey - $5.00
The Long Paddock:A Directory of Travelling Stock Routes

Birds of the ACT: Two Centuries of Changeby Steve Wilson £

COG SALES

Canberra— Cassette - $10.00

and Reserves in NSWy Rural Lands Protection Board - $31100

Wet and Wild: A Field Guide to the Freshwater Animals of
the Southern Tablelands and High Countryby M Lintermans
and W Osborne - $28.00

Where to Find Birds in NE Queensland byJo Wieneke -

$16.00.

Grassland Flora: A Field Guide for the Southern Tablelands
(NSW and ACT) by David Eddy et al. - $13.00

Our Patch: A Field Guide to the Flora of the ACT Region-

$12.50

Feather and Brush: Three Centuries of Australian Bird Arby
Penny Olsen - $50.00

A range of substa

t Publishing, is also available at meetings or may be oddeéaeemail/
telephone by COG members only.

The Nestbox Bookby Gould League - $12.50

©. Woodlands: A
Lindenmayer et al - $34.00

Disappearing Landscapeby David

ntially discounted titles, mostiynirCSIRO

All these items plu

the monthly meeting sales desk or by contacting
Bruce Ramsay viaemail at barkeramsay@velocitynet.com.au
or telephone 02 6294 5881 (after 6.30 pm please)

s COG T-shirts and Polo shirts are aviible at
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Avian Whimsy #61 — The Ancients Creep South

They call her a young country, but they lie —

So wrote the great poet Alec Hope, in his powerful aogvtingly sardonicAustralia. It is this ancient essence of the
land that provides a good part of its infinite and passioaa@rfation for me. And yet even in my adult lifetime —ckhi
while it started longer ago than I'd prefer doespiite go back even to the last glaciation — it was still assiutimet
Australian birds could only be recent spin-offs of Nonthidemisphere groups. Until the second half of tH&@ghtury
virtually every small passerine it seemed was lumpel Syitviidag the Old World warblers. Later they were extracted
and stuffed into the even bigger grab-badyloscicapidae the Old World flycatchers. They still didn't fit, btite
taxonomists of the time were determined and then Triedliidae, the African and Asian (but not Australian) babblers.
The Australian robins and fantails were still regardedviuscicapids as recently as 1983 in Pizzey's fiekt fjuide! It
seems strange, given that we had had no trouble in skestigalian mammals and trees as being ‘differentgok the
DNA hybridisation work pioneered by Sibley and Ahlquist to shthkeblinkers free.

The other day | was watchifi@yown Treecreepers(regionally a threatened
sub-species) doing their oblivious best to scuttle a devekpepes in
woodland near Canberra. Yet again | shook my head at thedstiggl
orthodoxy that these too were but birdy-come-latelies, outlyiambers of the
family Certhiidag the Northern Hemisphere creepers. Sure they both make a
living extracting arthropods from bark crevices, but it's ettgrobvious and
ubiquitous niche for species to exploit, and if you're going tgdied at it there
are some basic requirements, such as long strong toes lender slown-
curved bill. It's not surprising then that northern creeeid Australian
treecreepers look somewhat similar, but that's no re@ssmppose they are
closely related.

)

Brown Treecreeper
( Climacteris picumnus

In fact, far from being recent arrivals here, it seémas the treecreepers could
actually be the most ancient of living Australian passs;i maybe their
ancestors even peered down on the development of thoseumtssgentially
venerable Australian passerines, the lyrebirds and scrub-bud$er, it seems
that the lyrebirds are related to the treecreefidrsugh it seems counter-
intuitive, given their striking dissimilarities, they halvad plenty of time — perhaps as
much as 48 million years — to evolve in different directialegp into very different
specialised lifestyles. This age means for instanaetteecreepers long predated the eucalypts on whicmdveyely.
Further, the two genera of treecreepe@ormobatesthe White-throated and Papuan TreecreepersChmdcteris the
other five species — also parted company a startlingly lor@dmo, after just half of their journey through timehte t
present day. (And half of a number as big as 48 millionsyst#l represents a very long time.)

Photo by lan Fraser

There is one physical suggestion of their great antiquityeliery in the unique structure of muscles associatedtiath
syrinx, which is a bird’s analogue to a mammal’s laryna gibrating vocal cords, though of course it evolved estirel
separately. Located at the bottom of the trachea (thexas at the top) where it branches into the two broncliigo t

lungs, it relies on air flow to vibrate membranes aroundng Bounding box. Because these membranes are at the top o
each bronchus, a bird can utilise either one, or both sidedtaneously, producing some extraordinarily subtle
variations. It could be of course that the treecreepers recently developed their distinctive syringeal musardaf

they were using it for a particularly tricky vibrato fostance, but it’s fair to say that to the (admittedlyegurelevant)
human ear, treecreeper song is actually a bit lackiegeitivity. The suggestion is then that the unusual sylséam

simply been around for a very long time.

The long hind toe, dnallux, also differs from that of all other passerines, at thlacks a ligament tying its movement
to that of the other toes. This means that it can mmepiendently, seeking the best possible vantage point onghe tre
trunk or branch, which would be impossible if it cooldy move in opposition to the front three toes. Ther@iseason
to suppose this is also an ancient trait, but perhapg émasenabled its evolution.

There is so much more to these wonderful ancient Austsali®as Edmund Burke thinking of them when he wrote
“Well is it known that ambition can creep as well as $dand if not, why not? That question, and others, must kb he
over to another day. tan Fraser ianf@pcug.org.au
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COG info

President
Chris Davey, ph 6254 6324
Email: chris_davey@aapt.net.au

Vice President
Jack Holland, ph 6288 7840 (home)

Treasurer
Lia Battisson ph 6231 0147

Secretary
Sandra Henderson ph 6231 0303
cogoffice@canberrabirds.org.au

Address for correspondence
The Secretary

COG, PO Box 301

Civic Square, ACT 2608

New members

COG welcomes the following
new members:

R Pearson, Giralang

G Shaw, Curtin

N Dyer, Campbell

M Callaghan, Gungahlin
S Tridico, Weston

Newsletter distribution
Judy Collett and helpers

Membership inquiries

Sandra Henderson ph 6262 1481 (w)
membership@canberrabirds.org.au
for changed address or other details

Gang-gang editors

Sue Lashko and Greg Ramsay

ph 6286 1564

Email: gang-gang@canberrabirds.org.au

Canberra Birds Conservation Fund
Donations to this fund are tax deductible.
Funds are used to support projects that
protect and enhance native birds and the
environments that sustain them.

COG website
www.canberrabirds.org.au

Next newsletter
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Articles should be less than 500 words (300
for reports of 1-day field trips; except by prior
arrangement with the editor.

Photographs (prints or electronic) with or
without articles are encouraged and
welcomed.

Office

COG no longer maintains an office. For
all enquiries or access to COG's library
phone Barbara Allen on 6254 6520

COG membership
2007-2008 memberships:
Individuals, families and institu-

tions: $35
school students (under 18): $17.50.

COG E-mail Discussion List

COG has an email discussion list for
members and friends: ‘Canberra Birds'.
Join the list by following the links on the
COG website or by sending an empty
email message tganberrabirds-
subscribe @canberrabirds.org.awith the
subject 'subscribe’ without the quotation
marks

Editor Canberra Bird Notes
CBN@canberrabirds.org.au
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