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A West Coast Irishman was familiar with the wild creatures which dwelt on or visited 
his rocks and shores; at a glance he could name them, usually correctly, but if asked 
�K�R�Z���K�H���N�Q�H�Z���W�K�H�P���Z�R�X�O�G���U�H�S�O�\���µ�%�\���W�K�H�L�U���³�M�L�]�]���´�¶ 

What is jizz? The spelling is uncertain; probably its author could not have informed us, 
whoever its inventor was; it is certainly not in most dictionaries. We have not coined it, but 
how wide its use in Ireland we cannot say; it may have origin in this one fertile Celtic 
brain, or it may have been handed down from father to son for many generations. One 
thing is certain; it is short and expressive. If we are walking on the road and see, far ahead, 
someone whom we recognise that we can neither distinguish features nor particular 
clothes, we may be certain that we are not mistaken; there is something in the carriage, the 
walk, the general appearance which is familiar; it is, in fact, that �L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�¶�V���M�L�]�]�� 

Jizz may be applied to or possessed by any animate and some inanimate objects, yet we 
cannot clearly define it. A single character may supply it, or it may be the combination of 
�P�D�Q�\�����L�W���P�D�\���E�H���S�U�R�G�X�F�H�G���E�\���Q�R���R�Q�H���L�Q���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�«���3�H�U�K�D�S�V��the outdoor naturalist, and in 
particular the field ornithologist, realises the full value of jizz better than most 
�S�H�R�S�O�H�«�-�L�]�]���� �R�I�� �F�R�X�U�V�H���� �L�V�� �Q�R�W�� �F�R�Q�I�L�Q�H�G�� �W�R�� �E�L�U�G�V�«�W�K�H�� �V�P�D�O�O�� �P�D�P�P�D�O�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �S�O�D�Q�W�� �D�O�L�N�H��
�K�D�Y�H���M�L�]�]�« 

To learn the jizz should be the object of every field naturalist; it can only be learnt by 
study of wild creatures in their natural surroundings. 
 
�&�R�Z�D�U�G�� �D�G�G�H�G�� �D�� �Q�R�W�H�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �V�H�F�R�Q�G�� �S�U�L�Q�W�L�Q�J�� �R�I�� �K�L�V�� �E�R�R�N���� ������������ �µ�6�L�Q�F�H�� �W�K�H�� �S�X�E�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I��
�W�K�H���I�L�U�V�W���H�G�L�W�L�R�Q�����D���I�U�L�H�Q�G���S�R�L�Q�W�H�G���R�X�W���W�K�D�W���L�Q���:�H�E�V�W�H�U�¶�V���'�L�F�W�L�R�Q�D�U�\���E�R�W�K���³�J�L�V�´���D�Q�G���³�M�L�V�´���D�U�H��
given as obsolete variations of guise, and this seems to be the origin of the expressive 
�Z�R�U�G�¶�� 
 
Here we have evidence that jizz long predated the Second World War. According to 
Coward, it was used in the second decade of the 20th century, at least on the west coast of 
Ireland, with the same meaning as we now give to it in birding, and with the same meaning 
as that captured by the GISS acronym. 
 
3. Other origins 

The 1996 article also drew attention to a range of other potential origins of the term, some 
�R�I���W�K�H�P���V�H�H�Q���L�Q���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���X�V�D�J�H�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���D���F�R�Q�W�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���µ�M�X�V�W���L�V�¶�����D���F�R�U�U�X�S�W�H�G���V�K�R�U�W�H�Q�L�Q�J���R�I��
�W�K�H�� �Z�R�U�G�� �µ�J�H�V�W�D�O�W�¶�� �P�L�V�S�U�R�Q�R�X�Q�F�H�G�� �Z�L�W�K�� �D�� �V�R�I�W�� �*���� �D�� �Y�D�U�L�D�Q�W�� �R�I�� �µ�J�X�L�V�H�¶�� �R�U�� �W�K�H�� �U�H�O�D�W�H�G�� �Z�R�U�G��
�µ�S�K�L�]�]�¶�����R�U���D���Y�D�U�L�D�Q�W���R�I���µ�J�L�V�W�¶���� 

 
The 1996 article concluded: 

We are left with three loose ends:  

l.  The possibility of common origins for:  
���D���������W�K�H���Q�L�Q�H�W�H�H�Q�W�K���F�H�Q�W�X�U�\���6�F�R�W�W�L�V�K���Z�R�U�G���³�J�L�]�]�´�����D���I�D�F�H������ 
���E���������W�K�H���H�L�J�K�W�H�H�Q�W�K���F�H�Q�W�X�U�\���Z�R�U�G���³�S�K�L�]�´���R�U���³�S�K�L�]�]�´�����I�D�F�H; expression of face);  
(c)   t�K�H���(�Q�J�O�L�V�K���Z�R�U�G���³�J�L�V�W�´���P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J���W�K�H���H�V�V�H�Q�F�H���R�I���V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J�����D�Q�G�� 
���G���������&�R�Z�D�U�G�¶�V���:�H�V�W���&�R�D�V�W���,�U�L�V�K�P�D�Q�¶�V���³�M�L�]�]�´�����W�K�H���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�L�V�W�L�F���L�P�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q���J�L�Y�H�Q���E�\���D�Q��
animal or plant). 
 
2.  �7�K�H���S�R�V�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�K�D�W���&�R�Z�D�U�G���Z�D�V���Z�U�R�Q�J���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���V�W�D�U�W���D�Q�G���W�K�D�W���³�M�L�]�]�´�����E�H�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Z�R�U�G he 
introduced into birding, actually had a quite different meaning from the one he grasped.  
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�7�K�H���2�(�'�¶�V���I�L�U�V�W���F�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G���I�R�U���W�K�L�V���X�V�D�J�H���F�R�P�H�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H��Los Angeles Times, 2 April 
������������ �µ�%�H�Q�¶�V�� �-�D�]�]�� �&�X�U�Y�H�«�´�,�� �J�R�W�� �D�� �Q�H�Z�� �F�X�U�Y�H�� �W�K�L�V�� �\�H�D�U�«�� �,�� �F�D�O�O�� �L�W�� �W�K�H�� �-�D�]�]�� �E�D�O�O�� �E�H�F�D�X�V�H�� �L�W��
�Z�R�E�E�O�H�V���D�Q�G���\�R�X���V�L�P�S�O�\���F�D�Q�¶�W���G�R���D�Q�\�W�K�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���L�W�´�¶�����$�Q�G���L�Q�������������W�K�H���6�D�Q���)�U�D�Q�F�L�V�F�R��Bulletin 
�Z�U�R�W�H�� �µ�:�K�D�W�� �L�V�� �W�K�H�� �³�M�D�]�]�´�"�� �:�K�\�� �L�W�¶�V�� �D�� �O�L�W�W�O�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�D�W�� �³�R�O�G�� �O�L�I�H�´���� �W�K�H�� �³�J�L�Q-i-�N�H�U�´���� �W�K�H�� �³�S�H�S�´����
otherwise known as the enthusiasalum (sic���¶�� 
 
�7�K�H�� �Z�R�U�G�� �µ�M�D�]�]�¶���� �D�V�� �D�� �J�H�Q�U�H�� �R�I�� �P�X�V�L�F���� �G�D�W�H�V�� �E�D�F�N�� �W�R�� �D�W�� �O�H�D�V�W�� ������������ �D�Q�G�� �W�K�L�V�� �X�V�D�J�H�� �D�F�F�R�U�G�V��
�F�O�R�V�H�O�\���Z�L�W�K���µ�H�Q�H�U�J�\�����H�[�F�L�W�H�P�H�Q�W�����³�S�H�S�´�¶�����)�R�U���H�[�D�P�S�O�H�����W�K�H��Chicago Sunday Tribune, 11 July 
19�������� �Z�U�R�W�H���� �µ�7�K�H�� �³�E�O�X�H�V�´�� �K�D�G�� �G�R�Q�H�� �L�W���� �7�K�H�� �³�M�D�]�]�´�� �K�D�G�� �S�X�W�� �S�H�S�� �L�Q�W�R�� �W�K�H�� �O�H�J�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �K�D�G��
�V�F�U�D�P�E�O�H�G���W�R�R���O�R�Q�J���I�R�U���W�K�H�����������¶�� 
 
�,�� �K�D�Y�H�� �L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�L�H�G�� �D�� �Q�X�P�E�H�U�� �R�I�� �R�W�K�H�U�� �V�R�X�U�F�H�V�� �Z�K�H�U�H�� �W�K�L�V�� �P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J�� �R�I�� �µ�M�L�]�]�¶�� ���H�Q�H�U�J�\�� �R�U��
exuberance or enthusiasm) applies, including two (in addition to Robinson 1918) that ante-
�G�D�W�H���W�K�H���2�(�'�¶�V�������������&�R�Z�D�U�G���V�R�X�U�F�H�����7�K�H�\���F�R�P�H���O�D�U�J�H�O�\���I�U�R�P���,�U�H�O�D�Q�G���D�Q�G���W�K�H���8�6�$�����1�R�W�H���W�K�H��
�F�R�Q�I�O�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���µ�M�L�]�]�¶���D�Q�G���µ�M�D�]�]�¶���L�Q���W�K�H���I�L�U�V�W���W�K�U�H�H���R�I���W�K�H�V�H���V�R�X�U�F�H�V�� 

�x The Strand Magazine���� �Y�R�O�X�P�H���������� �S�D�J�H������������ ������������ �µ�1�R�W���S�U�H�F�L�V�H�O�\��a dancer. Have you 
�V�H�H�Q���³�+�X�O�O�R�����-�L�]�]-�M�D�]�]���´ 

�x The Morning Oregonian���� �$�X�J�X�V�W�� ������ ������������ �µ�:�$�1�7�(�'�� �6�R�P�H�R�Q�H�� �W�R�� �S�X�E�O�L�V�K�� �W�K�H�� �O�D�W�H�V�W��
�V�R�Q�J�����H�Q�W�L�W�O�H�G���³�7�K�D�W���-�D�]�]���-�L�]�]���-�D�]�]�L�H�V�W���+�X�J���´���R�Q���D���U�R�\�D�O�W�\���E�D�V�L�V���¶�� 

�x Midas: Or, The United States and the Future, author Cyril Herbert Bretherton, 
�S�X�E�O�L�V�K�H�U���(���3���'�X�W�W�R�Q�����8�6�$���������������S�D�J�H�����������µ�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���M�D�]�]���E�D�Q�G�V���D�Q�G���Y�D�X�G�H�Y�L�O�O�H���V�K�R�Z��
�W�K�D�W���F�R�P�H���W�R���(�X�U�R�S�H���K�D�Y�H���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H�P���D���V�Q�D�S���D�Q�G���³�M�L�]�]�´���W�K�D�W���K�D�V���R�Q�H���(�X�U�R�S�H���L�Q���V�S�L�W�H���R�I��
�L�W�V�H�O�I���¶ 

�x Anthropological report on a London suburb by Charles Duff, Grayson & Grayson, 
�������������S�D�J�H�����������µ�7�K�H���³�O�R�F�D�O�V�´���W�K�R�X�J�K�W���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O�V���Z�H�U�H���Q�R�W���S�X�W�W�L�Q�J���H�Q�R�X�J�K���M�L�]�]��
into it, and it was rehearsed a few times until the necessary melodramatic toughness 
�Z�D�V���Z�R�U�N�H�G���X�S���¶ 

�x Ireland, Parliamentary debates; official report, volume ���������������������µ�,���Q�R�W�L�F�H�G���W�K�D�W���'�H�S�X�W�\��
�&�R�U�U�\���G�L�G���Q�R�W���V�S�H�D�N���Z�L�W�K���K�L�V���X�V�X�D�O���D�P�R�X�Q�W���R�I���³�M�L�]�]�´���¶ 

�x The New York Times���� �$�X�J�X�V�W�� �������� ������������ �µ�*�L�U�O�� �6�F�R�X�W�V�� �P�H�U�J�H�� �P�D�Q�\�� �Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V�¶�� �V�O�D�Q�J�¶����
�³�-�L�]�]�´���� �P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J�� �H�[�X�E�H�U�D�Q�F�H���� �L�V�� �D�� �F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q�� �I�U�R�P�� �(�O�L�]�D�E�H�W�K�� �3�L�N�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �,�U�L�V�K�� �)�U�H�H��
�6�W�D�W�H���¶ 

�x The uninvited �E�\�� �'�R�U�R�W�K�\�� �0�D�F�D�U�G�O�H���� �'�R�X�E�O�H�G�D�\���� �'�R�U�D�Q���� ������������ �S�D�J�H�� ���������� �µ�*�L�Y�H�� �P�R�U�H��
�U�H�O�L�H�I���L�Q���W�K�H���W�K�L�U�G���D�F�W���D�Q�G���M�L�]�]���X�S���W�K�H���V�H�F�R�Q�G���¶ 

�x Michael Caravan �E�\�� �%�U�L�Q�V�O�H�\�� �0�D�F�1�D�P�D�U�D���� �7�D�O�E�R�W�� �3�U�H�V�V�� ������������ �S�D�J�H�� ���������� �µ�,�W�� �P�X�V�W�� �E�H��
her husband who was playing the fiddle, and the husband of the girl they call 
�³�3�H�W�H�U�N�L�Q�V�´��- such an extraordinary name - was putting great jizz into the music with 
the kettle-drum, while there was a kind of excitement that you could feel all over the 
�K�R�X�V�H���¶ 

�x The same source, pages 3-�������µ�7�K�H�\���S�X�W���J�U�H�D�W �M�L�]�]���L�Q�W�R���G�H�D�G���R�U���G�\�L�Q�J���S�O�D�F�H�V�«�¶�� 

�x The Dublin Magazine, volumes 22-�������� �6�H�X�P�X�V�� �2�¶�6�X�O�O�L�Y�D�Q���������������� �S�D�J�H�� �������� �µ�$���P�D�Q���R�I��
industry and effort when the life and jizz were in him; he never shirked his work even 
�L�Q���W�K�H���E�U�R�L�O���R�I���W�K�H���Q�R�R�Q�G�D�\���V�X�Q���¶ 
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�x The seventh pig: and other Irish fairy tales by Patricia Lynch, Dent, 1950, page 72: 
�µ�%�X�W���W�K�H���O�D�G�V���J�R�L�Q���Q�R�Z�D�G�D�\�V���K�D�V�Q�¶�W���D�Q�\���V�S�L�U�L�W���D�W���D�O�O�����7�K�H�\���µ�D�Y���Q�R���P�R�U�H���M�L�]�]���W�K�D�Q���D���N�L�V�K��
�R�I���E�U�R�J�X�H�V���¶�� 

�x Hold your hour and have another �E�\���%�U�H�Q�G�D�Q���%�H�K�D�Q�����F�K�D�S�W�H�U���W�L�W�O�H�G���µ�2�Q���W�K�H���U�R�D�G���W�R��
Kilkenny�¶�����D�S�S�D�U�H�Q�W�O�\���I�L�U�V�W���S�X�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���,�U�L�V�K���3�U�H�V�V����������-�������������µ�,���Z�D�V���R�Q�O�\���D��
�P�L�Q�X�W�H���L�Q���&�D�V�W�O�H�F�R�P�H�U�����E�X�W���W�K�H���Q�H�[�W���F�K�D�Q�F�H���,���J�H�W���,�¶�O�O���V�W�R�S���O�R�Q�J�H�U�����,�W�¶�V���D���G�D�U�O�L�Q�J�����V�W�X�U�G�\����
�V�L�]�H�D�E�O�H���W�R�Z�Q�����D�Q�G���S�O�H�Q�W�\���R�I���M�L�]�]���D�E�R�X�W���L�W���¶ 

 
Conclusion 

I now suggest that it is clear that Coward made a mistake in saying that, when the West Coast 
�,�U�L�V�K�P�D�Q���W�R�O�G���K�L�P���W�K�D�W���L�W���Z�D�V���S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H���W�R���L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�\���D���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U���E�L�U�G���E�\���L�W�V���µ�M�L�]�]�¶�����W�K�H���F�K�D�S���P�H�D�Q�W��
identifying it by the general impression that it gave. Rather, the Irishman meant that he could 
�L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�\�� �W�K�D�W�� �S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�� �V�S�H�F�L�H�V�� �R�I�� �E�L�U�G�� �E�H�F�D�X�V�H�� �L�W�� �K�D�G�� �O�R�W�V�� �R�I�� �µ�M�L�]�]�¶���� �W�K�D�W�� �L�V���� �L�W�� �Z�D�V��
characteristically full of energy or exuberance. 
 
I suggest that these quotations from published sources, three ante-�G�D�W�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �2�(�'�¶�V�� �H�D�U�O�L�H�V�W��
source, indicate that t�K�H�� �Z�R�U�G�� �µ�M�L�]�]�¶�� �H�[�L�V�W�H�G�� �L�Q�� �,�U�L�V�K�� �(�Q�J�O�L�V�K�� ���L�Q�� �&�R�Z�D�U�G�¶�V�� �W�L�P�H�� �D�Q�G�� �H�D�U�O�L�H�U����
with the meaning of energy or enthusiasm or exuberance, and that that usage continued in 
Ireland over subsequent decades and was taken by Irish people to the USA and elsewhere. 
 
I also �V�X�J�J�H�V�W���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���H�W�\�P�R�O�R�J�\���R�I���µ�M�L�]�]�¶���L�V���Q�R�W���W�K�H���D�L�U�F�U�D�I�W���R�E�V�H�U�Y�H�U�V�¶���*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���,�P�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q���R�I��
�6�L�]�H���D�Q�G���6�K�D�S�H�����&�R�Z�D�U�G�¶�V�������������Z�H�V�W���F�R�D�V�W���R�I���,�U�H�O�D�Q�G���Z�R�U�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J�����µ�J�X�L�V�H�¶���R�U��
�µ�J�H�V�W�D�O�W�¶�����5�D�W�K�H�U�����W�K�H���H�W�\�P�R�O�R�J�\���R�I���µ�M�L�]�]�¶�����D�V���Z�H���X�V�H���W�K�H���Z�R�U�G���L�Q���E�L�U�G�L�Q�J���Dnd botany today, is 
the 19th century usage meaning energy or enthusiasm or exuberance. 
 
�&�O�H�D�U�O�\�����R�Y�H�U���W�K�H���L�Q�W�H�U�Y�H�Q�L�Q�J���J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���V�L�Q�F�H���������������W�K�H���Z�R�U�G�¶�V���P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J���K�D�V���V�K�L�I�W�H�G�����7�R�G�D�\��
�µ�M�L�]�]�¶�� �K�D�V�� �W�K�H�� �P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J�� �&�R�Z�D�U�G�� �J�D�Y�H�� �L�W����the characteristic impression given by an animal or 
plant. 
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�$�W�� �D�� �U�H�F�H�Q�W�� �E�R�R�N�� �I�D�L�U�� �,�� �S�X�U�F�K�D�V�H�G�� �D�� �V�P�D�O�O�� �E�R�R�N�� �H�Q�W�L�W�O�H�G�� �³�6�R�P�H�� �8�V�H�I�X�O�� �%�L�U�G�V�� �R�I�� �6�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q��
�$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D�´�����+�D�O�O�����������������,���Z�D�V���V�R�P�H�Z�K�D�W���E�H�P�X�V�H�G���W�R���U�H�D�G���X�Q�G�H�U���W�K�H���K�H�D�G�L�Q�J���µIndian Myna�¶: 

�³�7�K�H���F�K�H�H�U�I�X�O�Q�H�V�V���R�I���W�K�H���\�R�X�Q�J���D�G�G�V���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�D�E�O�\���W�R���W�K�H���M�R�\���R�I���O�L�Y�L�Q�J�����W�K�H���S�H�R�S�O�H of the 
�V�X�E�X�U�E�V���R�I���F�L�W�L�H�V���J�H�W�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���E�H�Q�H�I�L�W���´ 
 

�7�K�L�V�� �V�H�W�� �P�H�� �Z�R�Q�G�H�U�L�Q�J�� �D�V�� �Z�K�H�Q�� �W�K�L�V�� �³dear, gentle, sprightly, and highly-amusing�´��
���$�Q�R�Q�\�P�R�X�V���������������E�L�U�G���Z�D�V���W�U�D�Q�V�I�R�U�P�H�G���L�Q�W�R���³a kind of feathered cockroach�´�����³�,�Q�G�L�J�R�I�H�U�D�´��
1990). 
 
The Common (or Indian) Myna (Acridotheres tristis) was introduced into Australia in the 
���������¶�V���� �7�K�H�� �I�L�U�V�W�� �L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q�V�� �Z�H�U�H�� �L�Q�� �0�H�O�E�R�X�U�Q�H�� �L�Q�� ���������� �I�R�O�O�R�Z�H�G�� �E�\�� �6�\�G�Q�H�\�� �D�W�� �D�U�R�X�Q�G��
about the same time. Birds were taken from Melbourne in 1883 and released into cane fields 
around Innisfail, Ingham and Townsville in Queensland. It was hoped they would feed on the 
insect pests and ticks. Other introductions included �+�R�E�D�U�W�����O�D�W�H�����������¶�V�������W�K�H���'�D�U�O�L�Q�J���'�R�Z�Q�V��
(1918), Adelaide (1957) and Canberra (1968). The introduction into Tasmania failed after 
about fifteen years and the one into Adelaide also failed. 
 
�,�W���Z�R�X�O�G���V�H�H�P���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�L�U���U�D�Q�J�H���Z�D�V���U�H�D�V�R�Q�D�E�O�\���V�W�D�E�O�H���X�S���X�Q�W�L�O���W�K�H�����������¶�V�����7�K�H���R�Q�O�\���V�X�E�V�W�D�Q�W�L�D�O��
extensions had been to the north of their release areas in the Queensland cane fields. By 1950 
they were common in the Cairns area and the Atherton Tablelands. There was also a small 
�S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �'�D�U�O�L�Q�J�� �'�R�Z�Q�V���� �Z�L�W�K�� �D�Q�R�W�K�H�U�� �V�W�D�E�O�H�� �S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �6�\�G�Q�H�\�¶�V�� �H�D�V�W�H�U�Q��
suburbs and an expanding population in Melbourne. 
 
There were still four discrete populations at the time of the first Atlas of Australian Birds 
(1977-81) (Blakers et al 1984); the wet tropics in north Queensland, south-east Queensland 
(from the Darling Downs to the Sunshine Coast and including Brisbane), coastal NSW (from 
Hunter Valley to South Coast and inland to Canberra) and eastern Victoria (mainly in the 
South Gippsland and Melbourne but as far west as Ballarat and north to Bendigo).  
 
By the time of the second atlas (1998-2002) (Barrett et al 2003) the core areas remained the 
same but the ranges had expanded. There was a now an almost continuous distribution from 
west of Ballarat to the Sunshine coast in Queensland, plus the separate population in the wet 
tropics further north. The current distribution is substantially the same with some extensions 
further inland. 
 
The first references that I have found to Common Myna in the popular press were in 1868 
about six years after their release. All these articles (three of them) emanated from Melbourne 
and laud the �E�L�U�G�V�¶ ability to attack insect pests (Anonymous 1868a, 1868b, 1868c).  
�7�K�H���T�X�R�W�D�W�L�R�Q���,���K�D�Y�H���J�L�Y�H�Q���D�E�R�Y�H�����G�H�V�F�U�L�E�L�Q�J���W�K�H���E�L�U�G���D�V���³dear, gentle, sprightly, and highly-
amusing�´�����D�S�S�H�D�U�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���6�\�G�Q�H�\���*�O�R�E�H���L�Q���������������$�Q�R�Q�\�P�R�X�V���������������� 



Canberra Bird Notes 41 (2)  July 2016 

119 
 

These two positive themes of being a destroyer of insect pests and a joy to the beholder have 
gradually been overtaken by a negative theme of the bird becoming an undesirable addition to 
our avifauna. 
I shall deal with each theme in turn. 
 
The Common Myna as a destroyer of insect pests 

As mentioned above, the first references to the bird were as a destroyer of pests. This was a 
�F�R�Q�V�L�V�W�H�Q�W���W�K�H�P�H���L�Q���S�U�H�V�V���D�U�W�L�F�O�H�V���X�S���X�Q�W�L�O���W�K�H�����������¶�V�����$�Q�R�Q�\�P�R�X�V�����������������������������������������������D����
1928). There is particular reference to their use in the cane fields and as tick control agents in 
north Queensland. 
 
An article in the Cairns Post in 1935 (Anonymous 1935) casts doubts on their effectiveness as 
a control agent and claims that the bird is now considered a pest. 
 
A later article in 1946, also in the Cairns Post (Anonymous 1946), still claimed that they were 
useful as a control agent. 
 
Even as late as 1967 Robin Hill in Australian Birds (Hill 1967) states: 

�³On the whole, this bird is considered quite useful, scavenging about the cities and 
suburbs and destroying insects in country areas.�  ́

 
�7�K�H���H�G�L�W�R�U�V���R�I���³�:�K�D�W���%�L�U�G���L�V���7�K�D�W? ���D�E�U�L�G�J�H�G���H�G�L�W�L�R�Q���´�����&�D�\�O�H�\���������������G�L�G���Q�R�W���V�H�H���L�W���D�V���D���S�H�V�W: 

�³Because it mainly a scavenger of streets, parks, and rubbish dumps, the bird does 
not caused any economic harm.�  ́

 
This attitude was contradicted in a subsequent edition of Cayley (Cayley 1984), so it may be 
assumed that it was the editors speaking and not Cayley. 
 

The Handbook of Australian, New Zealand and Antarctic Birds (HANZAB) (Higgins et al 
�������������J�L�Y�H�V���L�W�V���G�L�H�W���D���E�H�L�Q�J���³mainly insects, fruit and food scraps; also bird eggs, nectar and 
�F�D�U�U�L�R�Q�´�� 
 
The Common Myna as a source of joy 

This has been a reasonably consistent theme from the time of its introduction up until as late 
as 1985. This is despite it being recognized as a pest as early as 1913 (Anonymous 1913). 
Most refer to its cheerful and jaunty nature and some even found it amusing (Anonymous 
1886, 1907, 1920, 1926b, Chisholm 1912, 1935, Hall 1907, Frith 1985). Most claim it would 
be a shame to lose it from our avifauna. 
 
This positive �D�W�W�L�W�X�G�H�� �Z�D�V�� �K�H�O�G�� �E�\�� �V�R�P�H�� �R�I�� �$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D�¶�V�� �O�H�D�G�L�Q�J�� �H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O�� �F�R�P�P�H�Q�W�D�W�R�U�V��
and authors. 
 
Alexander Hugh Chisholm, the eminent ornithologist, in an article in the Sydney Mail 
���&�K�L�V�K�R�O�P�� ������������ �R�Q�� �D�F�F�O�L�P�D�W�L�V�H�G�� �E�L�U�G�V�� �L�Q�� �$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D�� �Q�R�W�H�V�� �W�K�D�W���� �³�W�K�H�\�� �D�U�H�� �V�S�U�H�D�G�L�Qg rapidly, 
though still, with, hereditary instinct, living their happy-go-�O�X�F�N�\���O�L�Y�H�V���L�Q���W�R�Z�Q�´�����+�H���I�R�O�O�R�Z�V��
�W�K�L�V�� �X�S�� �L�Q�� �K�L�V�� �E�R�R�N�� �³�%�L�U�G�� �:�R�Q�G�H�U�V�� �R�I�� �$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D�´�� ���&�K�L�V�K�R�O�P�� ������������ �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J��
comments: 
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�³�,�� �G�H�S�O�R�U�H�� �W�K�L�V�� �H�[�W�H�Q�V�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �L�P�S�R�U�W�H�G�� �E�L�U�G�V�� �L�Q�W�R�� �$�X�V�W�U�D�Oian forests. The Myna, it is 
true, after occupying many years in deciding to spread from the city, has had the 
�J�U�D�F�H���W�R���N�H�H�S���W�R���V�H�W�W�O�H�G���D�U�H�D�V���L�Q���D�Q�G���Q�H�D�U���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���W�R�Z�Q�V�«�«�« 
Nevertheless (even bearing in mind the point touching on the character of the 
landscape) I doubt if I would be willing to lose certain introduced birds from 
�9�L�F�W�R�U�L�D�¶�V�� �F�D�S�L�W�D�O�� �F�L�W�\���± the Myna with his important strutting about roadways and 
his animated chatter, chuckle, and song; the Black with his Celtic melody; and, 
above all, the Thrush with his quiet ways and charming song. These three birds, 
together with the native Chickowee, remain for me part of the Spirit of 
�0�H�O�E�R�X�U�Q�H�«�«�«�����0�H�O�E�R�X�U�Q�H�����Z�R�X�O�G���O�R�V�H���V�R�P�H���R�I���L�W�V���G�L�V�W�L�Q�F�W�L�Y�H�Q�H�V�V���L�I���L�W���O�R�V�W���D�Q�\���R�I��
�W�K�H�V�H�����R�X�U���I�R�X�U���V�S�H�F�L�D�O���E�L�U�G�V���´ 

 
The popular Melbourne base naturalist, journalist and broadcaster Crosbie Morrison also had 
�S�R�V�L�W�L�Y�H�� �W�K�L�Q�J�V�� �W�R�� �V�D�\�� �D�E�R�X�W�� �P�\�Q�D�V���� �,�Q�� �K�L�V�� �F�R�O�X�P�Q�� ���%�D�F�N�\�D�U�G�� �'�L�D�U�\���� �S�X�E�O�L�V�K�H�G�� �L�Q�� �³�7�K�H��
�$�U�J�X�V�´�����0�R�U�U�L�V�R�Q���������������K�H���P�D�G�H���W�K�H���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���F�R�P�P�H�Q�W�V���� 

�³�$�O�H�[�� �0�D�F�N�H�Q�]�L�H�� ���*�O�H�Q�I�H�U�U�L�H���� �W�D�N�H me swiftly to task for my suggestion yesterday 
that suburban mynas should be encouraged. "Aren't you reversing your form, 
advocating introduced birds which have driven the native birds from our gardens?" 
he asks. Perhaps he's right. But the myna is not obnoxious; indeed. I feel that he is a 
New Australian worth assimilating. He is a scavenger, with a rather attractive 
swagger. I have never heard of mynas doing any harm. If I must defend my earlier 
remark, it would be on the basis that if the mynas show no fear of human beings they 
may encourage other more timid birds to lose their fear too, for there is no doubt 
that the wild creatures watch one another for alarm signals. The mynas would not 
fight the newcomers off unless they were competing for the same food supply and 
nesting sites. Indeed, at a guess I would say that winning the confidence of the mynas 
might help to bring honeyeaters, wrens and silvereyes to a district rather than keep 
�W�K�H�P���R�X�W���´ 

 
A final series of quotes by Clifford Frith, the Cairns based ornithologists, comes from his 
�E�R�R�N���³�*�D�U�G�H�Q���%�L�U�G�V�´�����)�U�L�W�K������������ 

�³�&�R�P�P�R�Q�� �P�\�Q�D�K�V�� �D�U�H�� �Y�H�U�\�� �K�D�Q�G�V�R�P�H�� �E�L�U�G�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �W�H�Q�G�� �W�R�� �E�H�� �R�Y�H�U�O�R�R�N�H�G�� �Z�K�H�U�H�� �W�K�H�\��
�R�F�F�X�U���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���W�K�H�\���D�U�H���E�R�W�K���L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�H�G���D�Q�G���F�R�P�P�R�Q���´ 
�³�,�Q�� �D�U�H�D�� �R�I�� �1�H�Z�� �=�H�D�O�D�Q�G�� �D�Q�G�� �$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D���� �L�W�� �L�V�� �F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�H�G�� �D�� �S�Hst to cultivated fruit 
�F�U�R�S�V�����,�Q���W�K�H���J�D�U�G�H�Q�����K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����L�W���P�D�\���E�H���E�H�Q�H�I�L�F�L�D�O���L�Q���U�H�P�R�Y�L�Q�J���L�Q�V�H�F�W���S�H�V�W�V���´ 
�³�,�W���L�V���W�U�X�H���W�K�D�W���W�K�L�V���E�L�U�G���R�F�F�X�S�L�H�V���Q�H�V�W�L�Q�J���F�D�Y�L�W�L�H�V���L�Q���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J�V���D�Q�G���W�U�H�H�V���W�K�D�W���Q�D�W�L�Y�H��
birds might otherwise utilize. It is equally true, however, that this is a handsome and 
�H�Q�M�R�\�D�E�O�H���E�L�U�G���W�R���O�R�R�N���D�W���´ 

 
There is no denying that the bird did give joy to some persons. This was certainly the motive 
�E�H�K�L�Q�G���L�W�V���U�H�O�H�D�V�H���L�Q���&�D�Q�E�H�U�U�D�����³In the early 1970s it was established that the Common Mynah 
was being imported and released into Canberra by a well-meaning, but misguided citizen�  ́
(Frith 1976). 
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The Common Myna as a Pest 

As early as 1913 the bird was referred to as a pest in the Sydney Morning Herald 
���$�Q�R�Q�\�P�R�X�V�����������������7�K�H�U�H���Z�D�V���Q�R���U�H�D�V�R�Q���J�L�Y�H�Q�����M�X�V�W���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���³�Z�R�U�V�W���E�L�U�G���S�H�V�W�V���D�U�H���W�K�H���D�O�L�H�Q�V�´����
This statement was then followed by a list which included the myna. 
 
Since this initial observation there have been numerous other ones which also claim that the 
bird is a pest. Some merely state this without giving any reason (Anonymous 1916, 1943, 
Barrett 1945, Froggatt 1921) others are more specific. There appears to be three main reasons 
as to why the bird was considered to be undesirable. 
The first was that it attacked fruit and is therefore an agricultural pest (Anonymous 1924b, 
1926a, 1929). 
 
Another complaint is that they form large congregations when roosting at night. These could 
be a health risk, but the main complaint is concerned with the noise that they make 
���$�Q�R�Q�\�P�R�X�V�� ���������E���� �³�6�W�U�D�\�� �)�H�D�W�K�H�U�V�´�� �������������� �7�K�L�V�� �Z�D�V�� �W�K�H�� �V�R�O�H�� �U�H�D�V�R�Q�� �J�L�Y�H�Q�� �L�Q�� �V�R�P�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H��
�S�R�S�X�O�D�U���E�L�U�G���E�R�R�N�V���S�X�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���O�D�W�H�����������V���H�D�U�O�\�����������V�����³�5�H�D�G�H�U�V���'�L�J�H�V�W���&�R�P�Slete Book 
�R�I�� �$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D�Q�� �%�L�U�G�V�´�� ���5�H�D�G�H�U�V�� �'�L�J�H�V�W�� �������������� �³�)�L�H�O�G�� �*�X�L�G�H�� �W�R�� �%�L�U�G�V�� �R�I�� �$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D�´�� ���3�L�]�]�H�\��
���������������³�:�K�D�W���%�L�U�G���L�V���7�K�D�W?�´�����I�X�O�O�\���U�H�Y�L�V�H�G�����H�[�S�D�Q�G�H�G�����G�H�O�X�[�H���H�G�L�W�L�R�Q�������&�D�\�O�H�\���������������� 
 
The main complaint levelled at the bird is that it competes for nesting hollows with the native 
species. The first mention of this is in 1926 in an article on introduced birds from India in the 
�³�6�\�G�Q�H�\���0�D�L�O�´�����$�Q�R�Q�\�P�R�X�V�����������D�������6�X�E�V�H�T�X�H�Q�W���W�R���W�K�L�V���W�K�H�U�H���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���Q�X�P�H�U�R�X�V���D�U�W�L�F�O�H�V���L�Q��
newspapers (Anonymous 1927, 1935, 1938a, 194�������³�,�Q�G�L�J�R�I�H�U�D�´�������������� 
 
�6�H�Y�H�U�D�O�� �S�R�S�X�O�D�U�� �E�R�R�N�V�� �D�O�V�R�� �F�R�Y�H�U�� �W�K�L�V�� �D�V�S�H�F�W�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �E�L�U�G�V�� �E�U�H�H�G�L�Q�J�� �E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�X�U�� ���³�%�L�U�G�V�� �R�I��
�9�L�F�W�R�U�L�D�� �8�U�E�D�Q�� �$�U�H�D�V�´�� ���*�R�X�O�G�� �/�H�D�J�X�H�� �R�I�� �9�L�F�W�R�U�L�D�´�� �������������� �´�$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D�Q�� �%�L�U�G�V�´�� ���7�U�R�X�Q�V�R�Q����
1987)). 
 
Comments in some of the newspaper articles are somewhat disparaging.  I have already 
�P�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�H�G���W�K�H���G�H�V�F�U�L�S�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���E�L�U�G���E�H�L�Q�J���³�D���N�L�Q�G���R�I���I�H�D�W�K�H�U�H�G���F�R�F�N�U�R�D�F�K�´�����7�K�L�V���F�D�P�H���I�U�R�P��
�W�K�H���³�0�L�G�Z�H�H�N���0�D�J�D�]�L�Q�H�´���R�I���´�7�K�H���&�D�Q�E�H�U�U�D���7�L�P�H�V�´�����³�,�Q�J�L�G�R�I�H�U�D�´���������������� 
 
�$�Q�R�W�K�H�U���V�X�F�K���F�R�P�P�H�Q�W���F�R�P�H�V���I�U�R�P���³�7�K�H���:�H�V�W���$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D�Q�´���L�Q����938 (Anonymous 1938). The 
journalist is discussing the introduction of various exotic birds and weeds to Victoria. He goes 
on to observe that: 

�³�'�L�Q�J�\���V�S�D�U�U�R�Z�V���D�Q�G���O�L�F�H-covered starlings and mynahs are the only birds that one 
commonly sees, and these are st�H�D�G�L�O�\���H�[�W�H�U�P�L�Q�D�W�L�Q�J���D�Q�\���U�H�P�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���Q�D�W�L�Y�H���E�L�U�G�V�´�� 

 
Conclusion 

There is now almost universal agreement that the Common Myna is indeed a pest in 
Australia. I doubt if one could find anyone who would be prepared to put in a kind word for 
it. 
 
There are now active community based groups taking steps towards reducing the number of 
birds by trapping. The first of these was the Canberra Indian Myna Action Group (CIMAG) 
which was formed in 2006. Since then groups have been formed in Hawkesbury (west of 
Sydney), Eurobodalla (NSW south coast), Lismore, Wollongong, Cairns, the Mid North 
Coast of NSW and elsewhere in eastern Australia. 
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There has indeed been a change in attitude. This has probably resulted from the increasing 
awareness by the population that the natural environment is not something to be toyed with, 
and that the unique Australian flora and fauna is to be appreciated and enjoyed.  
 
The introduced Common Myna may have given some pleasure in the past as an ornament to 
our towns and cities, however, as a biological pest controller it was a failure, and now with a 
growing awareness of its destructive capabilities, it has been rightly identified as a pest. 
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Abstract. The Pacific Koel (Eudynamys orientalis) is a brood parasitic cuckoo found along 
the northern and eastern coasts of Australia, but has only recently begun breeding in 
Canberra, using the Red Wattlebird (Anthochaera carunculata) as its primary host. 
Wattlebirds in Sydney have been a primary host of the koel for at least 38 years, while 
wattlebirds in Canberra have only been a host for about 8 years. Very little is known or 
�X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�R�R�G���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���N�R�H�O�¶�V���E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�X�U�����7�K�X�V�����I�U�R�P����������-2016 we recorded both behavioural 
and vocal observations of the koel in Canberra and Sydney to determine if wattlebirds have 
had enough time to learn that the koel is a nest threat, to gain a better understanding of adult 
koel calls and their possible functions and to observe how koels interact with each other and 
their hosts. Wattlebirds at both sites, as well as a few other species, viewed koels as a threat 
and were seen attacking and chasing koels away from their nests. While our observations of 
adult vocalizations mostly concurred with previous studies, more work needs to be conducted 
�R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �I�X�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�V�� �R�I�� �H�D�F�K�� �Y�R�F�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �N�R�H�O�¶�V�� �Y�R�F�D�O�� �U�H�S�H�U�W�R�L�U�H���� �2�X�U�� �E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�X�U�D�O��
observations are similar to what other researchers have found, but further rigorous study on 
koel ethology is needed. 
 
1. Introduction  

The Pacific Koel (Eudynamys orientalis) is a brood parasitic cuckoo found along the northern 
and eastern coasts of Australia (Higgins 1999). It is a relatively recent arrival to the Canberra 
area, with sightings first starting in 1983 ���&�D�Q�E�H�U�U�D�� �2�U�Q�L�W�K�R�O�R�J�L�V�W�V�¶�� �*�U�R�X�S�� �*�D�U�G�H�Q�� �%�L�U�G��
Survey, GBS). Since this time, koels have continued increasing in abundance in the Canberra 
area (Fig. 1) and in 2009 the first koel fledglings were found being fed by Red Wattlebirds 
(Anthochaera carunculata) (Lenz et al. 2009). The wattlebird has been the only confirmed 
host in the ACT until 2014 when one Noisy Friarbird (Philemon corniculatus) was observed 
raising a koel nestling (K. Debono, pers. comm.). 
 
Wattlebirds are also the primary host of the koel in Sydney, where they have been parasitized 
for at least 38 years, if not longer (Brooker and Brooker 1989). Consequently, koels are more 
common in Sydney and easier to observe. As this cuckoo is severely under-studied and poorly 
understood we conducted observational studies in both Canberra and Sydney to increase 
�N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �N�R�H�O�¶�V�� �E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�X�U�� �D�Q�G�� �W�R�� �E�X�L�O�G�� �R�Q�� �Z�K�D�W�� �S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V�� �V�W�X�G�L�H�V�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �N�R�H�O�� �K�D�Y�H��
found (e.g. Higgins 1999; Maller and Jones 2001). 
 
2. Methods 

While conducting a separate study on the koel and its hosts in Canberra and Sydney, we 
recorded vocal and behavioural observations of male and female koels and their interactions 
with other species, especially wattlebirds. We observed koels in Canberra during the 2013-14 
and 2015-16 breeding seasons and in Sydney during the 2014-16 breeding seasons. We 
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surveyed several suburbs around Canberra, focusing mainly on the Belconnen, Canberra 
Central, and Weston Creek districts. Our study sites in Sydney are listed in Table 1, but the 
�P�D�L�Q���V�L�W�H�V���Z�K�H�U�H���W�K�H���P�D�M�R�U�L�W�\���R�I���N�R�H�O�V���Z�H�U�H���R�E�V�H�U�Y�H�G���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���:�R�R�G�F�U�R�I�W�����6�X�U�Y�H�\�R�U�¶�V���&�U�H�H�N��
and the Blue Hills Wetlands in Glenmore Parkway, the reserve next to The Crest Sporting 
Complex in Georges Hall, and the Tench and River Road Reserves that border the Nepean 
River. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1. The percentage of the Canberra Ornithologists Group Garden Bird Survey 
(GBS) sites that reported seeing at least one koel during the year from 1981 - 2015. 
Typically, one observer records at one GBS site. Accessed on 4/5/2016 from: < 
http://collections.ala.org.au/ public/showDataResource/dr466 >. 
 

 
Table 1. Our study sites in Western Sydney, NSW where koel behaviour was observed 
from 2014-2016. Geographic coordinates are points near the centre of each area obtained 
from Google Maps. 

Name of Site Geographic 
Coordinates 

Francis Park, Blacktown; Marayong; Plumpton; Stanhope Gardens; 
Woodcroft 

-33.75, 150.88 

�*�O�H�Q�P�R�U�H���3�D�U�N�Z�D�\�����6�X�U�Y�H�\�R�U�¶�V���&�U�H�H�N�����%�O�X�H���+�L�O�O�V���:�H�W�O�D�Q�G�V -33.79, 150.68 
Chipping Norton Lake -33.91, 150.95 

The Crest Sporting Complex, Georges Hall; Kentucky Reserve, 
Bankstown Aerodrome 

-33.91, 150.99 

Tench Reserve, Jamisontown and River Road Reserve, Emu Plains -33.75, 150.67 

Glenbrook -33.76, 150.61 
 
One of our main aims was to determine if wattlebirds at both sites act aggressively towards 
koels, as wattlebirds in Canberra have only recently become a host of the koel and so may 
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have not had enough time to learn they are a threat. In addition, we wanted to gain a better 
understanding of adult koel calls and the contexts in which they are likely to be used. Finally, 
we wanted to observe how koels interact with each other and with their hosts. 
 
3. Results 

In Canberra, we observed (seen and/or heard) female koels only three times and observed 
male koels 19 times. In Sydney, females were observed 69 times, while males were observed 
91 times. Males and females were often seen together, interacting and vocally responding to 
one another, though the number of times males and females were together was hard to 
accurately quantify, especially if koels were only heard. 
 
3.1 Attacks on koels by other species 

We made a total of 25 observations of lone females (in one case it was two females) being 
attacked or chased by other birds. In Canberra there was only one such observation made in 
Narrabundah of a female koel being attacked by two Australian Magpies (Cracticus tibicen), 
at least one Magpie-lark (Grallina cyanoleuca), and more than one Red Wattlebird. A single 
Red Wattlebird eventually chased the female away from the area. In Sydney, out of 24 attacks 
or chases against lone female koels, 63% were made by wattlebirds alone, 13% were made by 
Noisy Miners (Manorina melanocephala) alone, and 13% were made by wattlebirds and 
miners together. Once a Magpie-lark chased and nipped at a female and once a European 
Starling (Sturnus vulgaris) chased a female. In total, wattlebirds were involved in 80% of the 
attacks or chases against lone female koels. Males appeared to be attacked much less 
frequently with only a total of 6 observations of attacks. In Canberra, a Pied Currawong 
(Strepera graculina) chased a male from his calling perch and we saw another male chased 
by two smaller birds, possibly miners. In Sydney, we only observed once a wattlebird pair 
chasing a male koel and three times miners chasing or attacking males. 
 
In Sydney, when males and females were seen together we witnessed wattlebirds only 
attacking both sexes twice and a third time a wattlebird growled at a male and female koel 
that were near its nest. During one intense interaction, two wattlebird pairs, 4-5 miners, and a 
Magpie-lark with a nest nearby chased and attacked one male and two female koels. By the 
end of the encounter, two wattlebirds had managed to pluck out feathers of the male and at 
least one of the female koels. We also once witnessed a group of Pied Currawongs attacking 
and chasing male and female koels. We never saw any attacks when males and females were 
together in Canberra. 
 
Three times in Sydney other species appeared interested in the female koel, but did not 
behave aggressively that we saw. Once a Magpie-lark breeding pair and a Red Wattlebird 
flew into a tree where a female koel had landed and they remained close to the koel for 
several minutes, but never attacked or vocalized. Another time, after a female had been 
�F�K�D�V�H�G���L�Q�W�R���D���E�X�V�K���E�\���D���V�W�D�U�O�L�Q�J�����V�K�H���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�G���J�L�Y�L�Q�J���O�R�X�G���³�N�H�H�N�´ calls, which alerted three 
wattlebirds to her presence. They all flew over to the bush where she was hiding and one 
stayed close to the bush for several minutes. The final time a female Magpie-lark and a Noisy 
Miner perched close to where a female koel had landed, but did not behave aggressively. The 
female koel flew off a few minutes later and then the Magpie-lark followed and began 
nipping at the koel. We also observed a male wattlebird of a nearby parasitized nest perching 
in the same tree as a male koel, but never attacking. Twice we witnessed a different 
parasitized pair completely ignore koels near their nest that were being attacked or chased by 
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other wattlebird pairs. Twice in Canberra a calling male koel was ignored by wattlebirds 
either in the same tree or nearby. 
 
The most serious attack on a female koel occurred on October 7, 2014 in Sydney, when a 
group of Noisy Miners mobbed the female to death. We only witnessed the final moments of 
the interaction when the miner group was breaking up and the female had dropped to the 
ground. As we approached, one miner was calling from a perch and two others were on the 
ground pecking at her. Though there were no obvious wounds on the koel, she died a few 
seconds later. It appeared she had been eating fruit, as her beak was smeared with fruit juice 
and her vent feathers had purple stains. 
 
3.2 Adult koel calls 

We observed four types of vocalisations given by adult koels, which have been described 
previously by Maller �D�Q�G���-�R�Q�H�V�������������������7�K�H���P�D�O�H���S�U�R�G�X�F�H�G���W�Z�R���P�D�L�Q���F�D�O�O�V�����W�K�H���³�N�R-�H�O�´���D�Q�G���D�Q��
�D�V�F�H�Q�G�L�Q�J���³�Z�X�U�U�R�R���Z�X�U�U�R�R���Z�X�U�U�R�R���´���:�H���G�L�G���Q�R�W���Q�R�W�H���H�Y�H�U�\���W�L�P�H���D���³�N�R-�H�O�´���Z�D�V���K�H�D�U�G�����E�X�W���W�K�L�V��
was still the most frequently recorded vocalization, as in Canberra we made 16 observations 
o�I���³�N�R-�H�O�´���F�D�O�O�V���D�Q�G���R�Q�O�\���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���³�Z�X�U�U�R�R�´���F�D�O�O�����,�Q���6�\�G�Q�H�\���Z�H���P�D�G�H���������R�E�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���W�K�H��
�³�N�R-�H�O�´���D�Q�G�������� �R�I�� �W�K�H���³�Z�X�U�U�R�R���´�� �W�K�R�X�J�K���R�X�U���R�E�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�V���Z�H�U�H���E�L�D�V�H�G���W�R�Z�D�U�G�V�� �U�H�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H��
�³�Z�X�U�U�R�R�´�� �F�D�O�O�� �D�V�� �L�W�� �W�\�S�L�F�D�O�O�\�� �L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�H�G�� �F�R�Q�V�S�H�F�L�I�L�F�V�� �Z�H�U�H�� �Q�H�D�U�E�\���� �7�K�H�� �³�Z�K�L�N�´�� �F�D�O�O�� �L�V�� �D�� �W�K�L�U�G��
vocalization described by Maller and Jones (2001) that males typically produce before or 
�D�I�W�H�U���D���V�H�U�L�H�V���R�I���³�Z�X�U�U�R�R�´���F�D�O�O�V�����:�K�L�O�H���Z�H���G�R���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H���P�D�O�H�V���S�U�R�G�X�F�H�G���W�K�L�V���F�D�O�O���D�W���R�X�U���V�L�W�H�V�����Z�H��
did not classify it as a separate call when making our observations and thus, cannot comment 
�R�Q���L�W�V���I�U�H�T�X�H�Q�F�\���R�U���W�K�H���F�R�Q�W�H�[�W���L�Q���Z�K�L�F�K���L�W���Z�D�V���J�L�Y�H�Q�����7�K�H���³�N�R-�H�O�´���F�D�O�O���Z�D�V���W�K�H���I�L�U�V�W���D�Q�G���O�D�V�W��
call to be given during the breeding season when all years and sites are combined to increase 
sample sizes (Fig. 2a). At �R�X�U���V�L�W�H�V�����³�N�R-�H�O�´���F�D�O�O�V���V�W�D�U�W�H�G���D�V���H�D�U�O�\���D�V���6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U�������L�Q���:�H�V�W�H�U�Q��
�6�\�G�Q�H�\�� �D�Q�G�� �2�F�W�R�E�H�U�� ������ �L�Q�� �&�D�Q�E�H�U�U�D���� �W�K�R�X�J�K�� �W�K�H�� �H�D�U�O�L�H�V�W�� �³�N�R-�H�O�´�� �U�H�S�R�U�W�� �Z�H�� �D�U�H�� �D�Z�D�U�H�� �R�I�� �I�R�U��
Sydney in the east was August 29, 2015, reported by A. Burton on the Birdlife Australia 
chatline, and in Canberra was October 1, 2015, reported by G. Dabb via the COG chatline. 
�³�.�R-�H�O�´�� �F�D�O�O�V�� �S�H�D�N�H�G�� �D�U�R�X�Q�G�� �P�L�G-late October until early-�P�L�G�� �1�R�Y�H�P�E�H�U���� �³�:�X�U�U�R�R�´�� �F�D�O�O�V��
began on October 2 and peaked during late October until mid-December. The number of 
observations of both call-types drops off during January, but this may only be because the 
number of trips to the field also decreased during this time. 
 
�)�H�P�D�O�H�V�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �³�N�H�H�N�´�� �F�D�O�O���� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �Z�D�V�� �W�\�S�L�F�D�O�O�\�� �J�L�Y�H�Q�� �L�Q�� �D�� �V�H�U�L�H�V�� �R�I�� �U�D�S�L�G�� �E�R�X�W�V���� �,�Q��
Canberra, we only observed females calling on two occasions, but in Sydney we made 50 
�R�E�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �I�H�P�D�O�H�� �³�N�H�H�N���´�� �,�Q�� �D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �W�\�S�L�F�D�O�� �P�D�O�H�� �D�Q�G�� �I�H�P�D�O�H�� �F�D�O�O�V���� �R�Q�� �R�Q�H��
�R�F�F�D�V�L�R�Q�� �D�� �P�D�O�H�� �N�R�H�O�� �Z�D�V�� �R�E�V�H�U�Y�H�G�� �J�L�Y�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �I�H�P�D�O�H�� �³�N�H�H�N�´�� �F�D�O�O�� �Z�K�L�O�H�� �E�H�L�Q�J�� �F�K�D�V�H�G�� �D�Q�G��
attacked by a Red Wattlebird pair and when a female koel was being attacked by a nesting 
�Z�D�W�W�O�H�E�L�U�G���D�Q�G���1�R�L�V�\���0�L�Q�H�U�V�����Z�H���R�E�V�H�U�Y�H�G���K�H�U���J�L�Y�H���W�K�H���³�N�R-�H�O�´���F�D�O�O�����E�X�W���W�K�H���S�L�W�F�K���Z�D�V���P�X�F�K��
�O�R�Z�H�U���W�K�D�Q���D���W�\�S�L�F�D�O���P�D�O�H���³�N�R-�H�O�´�����7�K�H���I�L�Q�D�O���F�D�O�O-type was a soft clucking given by a male that 
could only be heard at close range (Maller and Jones 2001). We observed this call-type once 
�Z�K�L�O�H���E�R�W�K���D���P�D�O�H���D�Q�G���I�H�P�D�O�H���Z�H�U�H���F�O�R�V�H���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���L�Q���D���G�H�Q�V�H���W�U�H�H�����7�K�H���H�D�U�O�L�H�V�W���I�H�P�D�O�H���³�N�H�H�N�´��
of the season was heard at Woodcroft on September 26, 2014, which is the same day the first 
�³�N�R-�H�O�´���R�I���W�K�D�W���V�H�D�V�R�Q���D�W���W�K�D�W���V�L�W�H���Z�D�V���K�H�D�U�G�����)�L�J�������E�������,�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�L�Q�J�O�\�����E�R�W�K���W�K�L�V���P�D�O�H���D�Q�G���I�H�P�D�O�H��
were seen close to the same nest being built that was later parasitized. The number of 
�R�E�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�V���P�D�G�H���R�I���W�K�H���³�N�H�H�N�´���F�D�O�O���Seaked from late-October to early-December. Again, the 
lack of observations in January and February may only be due to a lack of time in the field. 
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When possible, we recorded the specific context in which each call was given (e.g. the koel 
was alone, the koel was responding to another koel, etc., Table 2). We were unsure of the 
�F�R�Q�W�H�[�W���R�I���W�K�U�H�H���³�Z�X�U�U�R�R�´���F�D�O�O�V���D�Q�G���W�Z�R���³�N�H�H�N�´���F�D�O�O�V�����V�R���W�K�H�V�H���Z�H�U�H���H�[�F�O�X�G�H�G���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���W�R�W�D�O���� 
 
�7�K�H���P�D�M�R�U�L�W�\���R�I���³�N�R-�H�O�´���F�D�O�O�V���Z�H�U�H���J�L�Y�H�Q���Z�K�H�Q���W�K�H���P�D�O�H���Z�D�V���D�O�R�Q�H���������������Q��� �����������W�R�W�D�O���P�Dle 
calls) and this was the most common call-type to be given in this context. Males did 
�R�F�F�D�V�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\�� �U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�� �W�R�� �R�W�K�H�U�� �P�D�O�H�V�� �X�V�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �³�N�R-�H�O�´�� �F�D�O�O�� ���������� �D�Q�G�� �P�D�O�H�V�� �V�R�P�H�W�L�P�H�V��
�U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�G���W�R���I�H�P�D�O�H���F�D�O�O�V���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���³�N�R-�H�O�´�������������D�Q�G���Y�L�F�H-�Y�H�U�V�D���������������Q��� ���������³�N�H�H�N�´���Falls to 
�P�D�O�H���F�D�O�O�V�������7�K�H���I�U�H�T�X�H�Q�F�\���R�I���³�Z�X�U�U�R�R���´���F�D�O�O�V���Z�D�V���V�L�P�L�O�D�U���Z�K�H�Q���W�K�H���P�D�O�H���Z�D�V���D�O�R�Q�H���������������R�U��
in the presence of a female (17%), but five of the calls classified as being alone were heard in 
the distance without us actually seeing the bird, so it is impossible to know if the bird was 
�W�U�X�O�\�� �D�O�R�Q�H�� �H�Y�H�Q�� �W�K�R�X�J�K�� �Z�H�� �R�Q�O�\�� �K�H�D�U�G�� �R�Q�H�� �F�D�O�O�� �J�L�Y�H�Q�� �D�W�� �W�K�H�� �W�L�P�H���� �³�:�X�U�U�R�R�´�� �F�D�O�O�V�� �Z�H�U�H�� �W�K�H��
most common call-type to be given during aggressive interactions with other species and 
during intersexual interactions. The female �³�N�H�H�N�´�� �Z�D�V�� �R�I�W�H�Q�� �J�L�Y�H�Q�� �Z�K�H�Q�� �W�K�H�� �I�H�P�D�O�H�� �Z�D�V��
being harassed or attacked by other birds (43%, n = 51 total female calls) or in response to a 
�P�D�O�H���F�D�O�O�����������������,�W���Z�D�V���P�R�U�H���F�R�P�P�R�Q���I�R�U���I�H�P�D�O�H�V���W�R���U�H�V�S�R�Q�G���W�R���W�K�H���³�Z�X�U�U�R�R�´���F�D�O�O���������������Q��� ��
20 keek calls to male calls).  
 

 

Figure 2. The frequency of observations made of adult koel calls (seen or heard) 
throughout the 2013-2016 breeding seasons combined for both Canberra and Sydney 
for male calls  (upper graph) and female calls (lower graph). 
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Table 2. The number and percentage of adult male and female koel calls given in 
different contexts for Canberra and Sydney combined. Percentages for each sex are out of 
the total number of calls given by that sex where the context was known (males = 104 calls, 
females = 51 calls). If a call was heard in the distance with no other calls, the caller was 
assumed to be alone. An intrasexual interaction involved more than one member of the same 
sex that appeared to be responding to one another. Intersexual interactions always involved at 
least one male and one female, but other conspecifics could have been present. This type of 
interaction includes duetting. Conflict with other species includes any time a call was given 
while another species was attacking or chasing the koel, regardless of whether more than one 
koel was present. 

Call Type Calling 
Alone 

Intrasexual 
Interaction  

Intersexual 
Interaction  

Conflict with 
Other Species 

�0�D�O�H���³�.�R-�H�O�´ 48 (46%) 5 (5%) 6 (6%) 2 (2%) 

�0�D�O�H���³�:�X�U�U�R�R�´ 17 (16%) 1 (1%) 18 (17%) 5 (5%) 

�0�D�O�H���³�.�H�H�N�´ 0% 0% 0% 1 (1%) 

Male Clucking 0% 0% 1 (1%) 0% 

�)�H�P�D�O�H���³�.�H�H�N�´ 7 (14%) 1 (2%) 
 
20 (39%; 25% 
to ko-el; 75%  

22 (43%) 

   to wurroo)  

�)�H�P�D�O�H���³�.�R-�H�O�´ 0% 0% 0% 1 (2%) 

 

3.3 Interactions between adult koels 

Maller �D�Q�G���-�R�Q�H�V�����������������G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G���N�R�H�O���G�X�H�W�W�L�Q�J�����Z�K�L�F�K���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�V���W�K�H���³�N�H�H�N�´���R�I���W�K�H���I�H�P�D�O�H���D�Q�G��
�³�Z�X�U�U�R�R�´���R�I���W�K�H���P�D�O�H���J�L�Y�H�Q���D�W���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���W�L�P�H�����8�Q�I�R�U�W�X�Q�D�W�H�O�\�����Z�H���G�L�G���Q�R�W���D�O�Z�D�\�V���W�D�N�H���Q�R�W�H���R�I��
when calls overlapped, so accurately quantifying the number of duets we observed was not 
possible. However, on three occasions, once in Canberra and twice in Sydney, we witnessed a 
group of male and female koels (three or more individuals) calling simultaneously and flying 
to different trees. In Canberra this group was large, with two or more males and three or more 
females. On October 29, 2014 in Sydney we saw one instance of two male koels posturing 
�Z�L�W�K���Z�L�Q�J�V���R�X�W���D�Q�G���W�D�L�O���I�D�Q�Q�H�G�����J�L�Y�L�Q�J���³�Z�X�U�U�R�R�´���F�D�O�O�V���W�R�Z�D�U�G�V���R�Q�H���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���L�Q���W�K�H���S�U�H�V�H�Q�F�H���R�I���D��
female. The males were in adjacent trees, one higher than the other, and sat quietly for a few 
�V�H�F�R�Q�G�V���X�Q�W�L�O���R�Q�H���I�O�L�F�N�H�G���L�W�V���Z�L�Q�J�V���D�Q�G���J�D�Y�H���W�K�H���³�Z�X�U�U�R�R�´���F�D�O�O�����F�D�X�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H���V�H�F�R�Q�G���W�R���G�R���W�K�H��
�V�D�P�H�����7�K�H���I�H�P�D�O�H���D�O�V�R���J�D�Y�H���W�K�H���³�N�H�H�N�´���F�D�O�O���R�Q���D�Q�G���R�I�I���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�L�V���L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q�����7�K�L�V���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�G��
for about a minute until the female flew away, followed by both males. Two other times we 
�V�D�Z���W�Z�R���P�D�O�H�V���S�U�R�G�X�F�L�Q�J���W�K�H���³�Z�X�U�U�R�R�´���F�D�O�O���Z�K�L�O�H���F�K�D�V�L�Q�J���D���F�D�O�O�L�Q�J���I�H�P�D�O�H�� 
 
�7�Z�R���W�L�P�H�V���Z�K�H�Q���D���I�H�P�D�O�H���J�D�Y�H���W�K�H���³�N�H�H�N�´���F�D�O�O���V�K�R�U�W�O�\���D�I�W�H�U���R�U���D�V���V�K�H���Z�D�V���E�H�L�Q�J���D�W�W�D�F�N�H�G���E�\���D��
wattlebird, a male responded by flying in to join her. In the first instance, the male also 
�U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���³�Z�X�U�U�R�R�´���F�D�O�O�����D�Q�G���L�Q���W�K�H���V�H�F�R�Q�G���L�Q�V�W�D�Q�F�H�����D�I�W�H�U���I�O�\�L�Q�J���W�R�Z�D�U�G�V���W�K�H���I�H�P�D�O�H����
the male was subsequently attacked by the wattlebird. Three times males and females called 
�W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���Z�K�L�O�H�� �E�H�L�Q�J�� �D�W�W�D�F�N�H�G�� �D�Q�G�� �R�Q�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�V�H�� �W�L�P�H�V�� �E�R�W�K�� �V�H�[�H�V�� �Z�H�U�H�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �³�N�H�H�N�´��
calls. 
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3.4 Interactions of koels and nesting wattlebirds 

All of the observations of koel and nesting wattlebird interactions, unless otherwise 
mentioned, were made in Sydney. Females were observed or heard near 15 active wattlebird 
nests, but we were only able to check the contents of 12 nests. Four of these nests in the 
building or egg phase were parasitized on the same day or after the koel was seen and one 
nest already contained two koel eggs. Two other nests already contained a koel nestling and 
five nests were never parasitized. In total, 58% (7) of nests where females were seen or heard 
nearby were already or later parasitized, leaving 42% (5) of nests that were never parasitized. 
On four occasions (three nests total), the male was with the female. At all but five nests, 
females were chased away from the nest area at least once (some females were seen close to 
the same nest more than once) by wattlebirds or other species. Of the five nests that were 
never parasitized, at least two fledged and one was predated during the nestling phase. The 
other two nests were last checked in the nestling phase, but were not monitored to fledging. 
At one of these nests, the female koel was perched within 2-3 meters of the nest, where the 
parents continually swooped and attacked her until finally driving her away. At two nests 
where contents were unknown, both nests were predated, one within three days of a female 
koel watching the nest and the other 2-4 days after a female was seen in the same clump of 
trees as the nest. Single females were seen close to three wattlebird fledglings and the 
wattlebird parents attacked or gave alarm calls towards the females each time. 
 
Single males were seen or heard calling near an unparasitized nest in the building or egg 
phase three times. Two of these nests were predated later and one was never parasitized and 
fledged wattlebird young. Twice single males were calling near an unparasitized nest with 
nestlings. One nest fledged, but the other was only monitored until nestlings were almost 
ready to fledge. Twice single males were seen calling near wattlebird fledglings. This also 
occurred once in Canberra, where a male was seen calling in the same tree as fledglings that 
were being fed. Males were never chased away from these nests or fledglings, though, if 
males were only heard, it was impossible to know exactly how close they were to the 
wattlebird young. 
 
Many times we observed male and female koels calling near a nest with a koel nestling or 
near a koel fledgling. This occurred twice in Canberra. The large group of duetting koels 
mentioned above were calling and flying around in the same park 30-100 m from a recently 
fledged koel and one �P�D�O�H���Z�D�V���K�H�D�U�G���J�L�Y�L�Q�J���W�K�H���³�N�R-�H�O�´���F�D�O�O���D�E�R�X�W�����������P���R�U���V�R���I�U�R�P���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U��
koel fledgling. Nine times in Sydney, single males were seen or heard calling close to a koel 
nestling or fledgling. Three times single females were seen or heard in the area near a koel 
nestling, and once a female was less than 60 m from a koel fledgling. Twice a male and 
female were calling together near a nest with a koel nestling. There are many anecdotal 
reports of koel fledglings being fed by other species (Higgins 1999; Jones and Nattrass 2001), 
but we only witnessed 1-2 wattlebirds feeding a fledgling at a time, so presumably these were 
�W�K�H���I�O�H�G�J�O�L�Q�J�¶�V���I�R�V�W�H�U���S�D�U�H�Q�W�V�� 
 
4. Discussion 

4.1 Attacks on koels by other species 

Our observations indicate that wattlebirds do recognize the koel as a nest threat, as they were 
involved in the majority of attacks on lone female koels. Furthermore, wattlebirds were often 
seen driving koels away from their nests or attacking koels near their fledglings. Though we 
�V�D�Z�� �Y�H�U�\�� �O�L�W�W�O�H���D�J�J�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�� �W�R�Z�D�U�G�V�� �N�R�H�O�V�� �L�Q�� �&�D�Q�E�H�U�U�D���� �P�D�Q�\�� �&�D�Q�E�H�U�U�D�� �2�U�Q�L�W�K�R�O�R�J�L�V�W�V�¶�� �*�U�R�X�S��
members (e.g. B. Allen, J. Bounds, G. Dabb, P. Fennell, M. Frawley, J. Holland, J. Leonard) 
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have reported via the COG chatline seeing wattlebirds, Magpie-larks, Australian Magpies and 
Pied Currawongs responding agonistically to koels. Holland (2015) and Lenz et al. (2009) 
also mention observing Red Wattlebirds chasing and swooping koels in Rivett and Ainslie, 
ACT. 
 
Single males were attacked, but less frequently than females, and only once was a male 
chased by a wattlebird pair. In addition, while females were chased away from 10 out of 15 
nests and attacked twice while close to fledglings, males were never seen being attacked or 
chased from nests or fledglings. This might indicate that males do not play a large role in 
aiding females in parasitizing nests. Clamator cuckoo males have been reported to distract 
hosts away from their nests, allowing the female to sneak to the host nest to lay (Davies 2000; 
Erritzøe et at. 2012). While we often saw and heard males and females together, we never 
witnessed any behaviour that would lead us to believe males were distracting hosts away 
from nests. Moreover, males were only seen with females at three of the 15 active nests 
where we saw female koels. Males appeared to sometimes assist females when they were 
�E�H�L�Q�J���D�W�W�D�F�N�H�G�����7�Z�L�F�H���Z�H���V�D�Z���D���P�D�O�H���U�H�V�S�R�Q�G���W�R���W�K�H���I�H�P�D�O�H�¶�V���F�D�O�O���E�\���I�O�\�L�Q�J���W�R���K�H�U���D�Q�G���L�Q���R�Q�H��
case the male was attacked because of this. Guthrie (1972) also reports observing a male 
flying to a female being mobbed that was out of sight in order to defend her, but Guthrie was 
unaware of any female vocalization given that could have alerted the male to her presence. 
 
The fact that multiple non-host species acted aggressively or at least interested in female 
koels may not be surprising. Koels have been reported in the past to eat smaller birds (Gosper 
1964). It has also been shown in certain cuckoo species that female cuckoo plumage mimics 
that of Accipiter hawks, a predator of adult birds, in order to reduce mobbing by hosts at nests 
(Welbergen and Davies 2011). This resemblance to hawks can deceive non-host species, as 
�Z�H�O�O�����H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\���V�P�D�O�O�H�U���E�L�U�G�V�����'�D�Y�L�H�V���D�Q�G���:�H�O�E�H�U�J�H�Q���������������� �,�I���W�K�H���I�H�P�D�O�H���N�R�H�O�¶�V���S�O�X�P�D�J�H���Ls 
also found to mimic hawks, this might explain why we observed some individuals 
approaching female koels and staying close by her, but not actually attacking, as attacking a 
hawk may be a dangerous activity. A third reason for these non-host attacks could be that 
koels have attempted to use some of these other species as hosts at these sites, though this has 
never been confirmed. However, up until 2014 wattlebirds were the only known host in 
Canberra until K. Debono (pers. comm.) reported a koel nestling in a friarbird nest in her 
back garden. Indeed, Magpie-larks are a common host further north in New South Wales and 
Queensland and there are a few records of Noisy Miners being parasitized by koels (Brooker 
and Brooker 1989; Brooker and Brooker 2005; Erritzøe et at. 2012)  
 
4.2 Adult koel calls and interactions 

Most of our vocal observations concur with those made by Maller and Jones (2001). 
�+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����W�K�H�\�� �F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�H�G���W�K�H���³�N�H�H�N�´���W�R���E�H���D���I�H�P�D�O�H-�R�Q�O�\�� �F�D�O�O���D�Q�G���W�K�H���³�N�R-�H�O�´���W�R���E�H���D���P�D�O�H-
only call, but we saw each of these call-types produced by the opposite sex one time only. G. 
�'�D�E�E�� ���S�H�U�V���� �F�R�P�P������ �D�O�V�R�� �U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G�� �V�H�H�L�Q�J�� �D�� �P�D�O�H�� �J�L�Y�H�� �W�K�H�� �³�N�H�H�N�´�� �F�D�O�O�� �L�Q�� �&�D�Q�E�H�U�U�D���� �Z�K�L�F�K��
suggests more rigorous study should be conducted on the vocal repertoire of the koel. In 
addition, Maller and Jones (2001) only heard duetting at the beginning of the breeding season 
before koel fledglings were present. However, we saw duetting birds in December and 
January, long after many koels had fledged in Sydney, and once in Canberra within 100 m of 
a recently fledged koel. In all these duetting sessions, however, there were three or more 
individuals, while Maller and Jones (2001) may have been only counting duets as between 
one male and one female. Unfortunately, we did not keep an accurate account of when male 
and female calls overlapped and so we cannot say if single male-single female duets occurred 
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in our study before fledglings arrived. Either way, more study should be conducted on koel 
duets and choruses. 
 
�%�D�V�H�G���R�Q���R�X�U���R�E�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����W�K�H���³�N�R-�H�O�´���Fall appears to mainly serve as a territorial or mating 
call, as the male often stood on a high perch and gave the call when he was alone, possibly 
advertising his quality to females and/or his nesting territory to males (Higgins 1999; Maller 
and Jones 2001�������+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����³�N�R-�H�O�´���F�D�O�O�V���Z�H�U�H���D�O�V�R���K�H�D�U�G���L�Q���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H���W�R���I�H�P�D�O�H���F�D�O�O�V���D�Q�G���Y�L�F�H��
�Y�H�U�V�D�����Z�K�L�F�K���P�D�\���L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�H���W�K�H���³�N�R-�H�O�´���F�D�Q���E�H���X�V�H�G���D�V���D���F�R�Q�W�D�F�W���D�Q�G���R�U���F�R�X�U�W�V�K�L�S���F�D�O�O�����)�H�P�D�O�H�V��
�P�D�L�Q�O�\�� �U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�G�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �³�Z�X�U�U�R�R�´�� �F�D�O�O���� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �Z�D�V�� �X�V�X�D�O�O�\�� �J�L�Y�H�Q�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �S�U�H�V�H�Q�F�H�� �R�I��
c�R�Q�V�S�H�F�L�I�L�F�V�� �D�Q�G���R�U�� �G�X�U�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�� �D�J�J�U�H�V�V�L�Y�H�� �H�Q�F�R�X�Q�W�H�U�� �Z�L�W�K�� �D�Q�R�W�K�H�U�� �V�S�H�F�L�H�V���� �7�K�H�� �³�Z�X�U�U�R�R�´�� �F�D�O�O��
was given during the male-male competition display, during duetting sessions or choruses 
where males and females were not aggressively displaying (see also Maller and Jones 2001), 
and when males were chasing calling females. Darwood (2015) also observed duetting 
between male and female koels several times at her garden in Canberra, which consisted of 
�P�D�O�H�V�� �J�L�Y�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �³�Z�X�U�U�R�R�´�� �D�Q�G�� �I�H�P�D�O�H�V�� �W�K�H�� �³�N�H�H�N�´���� �7�K�L�V�� �F�D�O�O�� �P�D�\���� �W�K�H�Uefore, have multiple 
functions. It appears to serve as a courtship or pair bonding call towards females, an 
aggressive call towards other males, but may also be a contact or distress call during an 
attack. 
 
�7�K�H�� �³�N�H�H�N�´�� �F�D�O�O�� �D�S�S�H�D�U�V�� �W�R�� �V�H�U�Y�H�� �P�X�O�W�L�S�O�H�� �I�X�Q�F�W�L�Rns, as well. This vocalization was given 
while females were being chased or attacked and sometimes caught the attention of a nearby 
male. It was given in response to both types of male calls and during duetting when the 
�I�H�P�D�O�H���Z�D�V���L�Q���Q�R���G�D�Q�J�H�U�����7�K�H���³�N�H�H�N�´��may, therefore, be a pair bonding call and a distress and 
contact call. 
 
In Sydney at Woodcroft, we witnessed a male-male aggressive display, which has been 
previously described by Pratt (1970) in an area where koel competition was high and resulted 
in numerous observations of displaying males. This behaviour has also been reported by 
Roberts (1961) and G. Dabb (pers. comm.), indicating this is a stereotypical behaviour 
allowing males to engage in a competitive display without violence. Whether males were 
competing for female matings or defending nesting territories is still unresolved. 
 
Our temporal calling data shows similar patterns found by Maller and Jones (2001), but is 
�X�O�W�L�P�D�W�H�O�\���L�Q�F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�����D�V���Z�H���G�L�G���Q�R�W���U�L�J�R�U�R�X�V�O�\���U�H�F�R�U�G���H�Y�H�U�\���F�D�O�O���K�H�D�U�G�����7�K�H���³�N�R-�H�O�´���F�D�O�O�����I�R�U��
example, was heard most days at every sight in Sydney, but we did not record this call every 
time. In addition, we recorded the number of observations of a calling male, which could 
have involved more than one call being given, rather than call rate, as Maller and Jones 
(2001) did. Thus, any patterns from our data are likely skewed and should be referenced with 
caution. 
 
4.3 Interactions of koels and nesting wattlebirds 

According to our observations, the presence of a female in a nesting territory may not indicate 
the nest will ultimately be parasitized, but the nest could still be in danger of predation by the 
koel. While we have no direct evidence koels were predating nests, it is known that brood 
parasites will predate nests late in incubation or in the nestling phase in order to force the host 
to renest (Elliott 1999; Davies 2000). In addition, one female was seen watching an active 
nest for at least 10 minutes that was predated by the next nest visit and a female koel was seen 
very close to a nest that was predated a few days later.  
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Several times both male and female koels were seen or heard close to a parasitized nest and 
nine times males called close to a koel nestling or fledgling. There are many other reports of 
koel adults and fledglings being observed close together (Higgins 1999; Jones and Nattrass 
2001; Lenz et al. 2009; Holland 2014; Darwood 2015; Holland 2015). It has been suggested 
that the males calling close to young koels could be the biological fathers trying to teach their 
young the proper calls (Jones and Nattrass 2001). While this has never been confirmed and 
could simply be a function of male territorial behaviour (males could be calling near 
parasitized nests to defend their nesting territories from other koels), the fact that males do 
sometimes call close to koel young may allow the young to imprint on the proper 
vocalizations. Fruiting trees can also bring juvenile and adult koels together, as Darwood 
(2015) made numerous observations of male, female, and at least two juvenile koels all eating 
figs in her back garden. Again, these types of interactions may not necessarily involve the 
parents and offspring, but could be beneficial for young koels nevertheless. 
 
5. Conclusions 

Several species, both hosts and non-hosts, consider the koel to be a threat, indicating that 
avian species have the ability to learn which species are dangerous in a short amount of time, 
as koels have been in Canberra about 33 years and may have only been using wattlebirds as a 
host for about 8 years. Clearly, more studies need to be conducted on the vocal repertoire and 
behaviour of the koel, but concurrent observations made by different researchers in different 
areas help to confirm our current knowledge of koel ethology. Banding adult koels and radio 
telemetry would be incredibly useful in understanding their movements within a site and 
territorial behaviour. In Canberra, compiling observations from the COG chatline, GBS, and 
other databases would be helpful in furthering our knowledge of koel behaviour and 
phenology. 
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FURTHER OBSERVATIONS OF EASTERN KOEL FLEDGLINGS  
IN CHAPMAN/RIVETT DURING THE SUMMER OF 2015 -2016 

 
JACK HOLLAND 

 
8 Chauvel Circle Chapman  ACT  2611 

 

Abstract: My two previous papers (Holland 2014, 2015) published observations on the 
behaviour of fledgling Eastern Koels (Eudynamys orientalis) in Chapman/Rivett.  Here 
further observations made in the summer of 2015-2016 are reported.  These either provide 
support or add some new information to that published. 
 
Introduction   

While observations were posted on the COG discussion list from mid-October 2015, the first 
Eastern Koels (Eudynamys orientalis) did not seem to arrive in my local area until some 2 
weeks later at the start of November.  After hearing some calls for a few days a male was 
seen koeling loudly in a silky oak (Grevillea robusta) in the backyard of 46 Croton Street 
Rivett (in an area where many observations have been made in past years) around 07:00 on 6 
November.  The bird stayed there for over 20 minutes.   
 
Further calling with an occasional sighting of a male up to the end 2015 occurred in this area, 
around Nelumbo/Kanooka Streets Rivett, around Rene Street Chapman, and from the 
beginning of December at the corner of Hindmarsh and Eucumbene Drives Duffy.  Of these 
only the Chapman locality has been associated with significant Koel activity in past years.  
The calls often seemed to move around and were usually suspected to be made by a single 
mobile bird, though early on the morning of 1 Dec calls could be heard at the same time from 
the Chapman and Duffy directions. 
 
The only time two birds were close together was on the afternoon of 17 Nov when around 
17:35 the whip whip whip call (which I prefer to the ki ki ki) was heard a number of times in 
the lane way between Sollya and Geebung Places Rivett.  I looked for the suspected female 
but could not find her, though the Red Wattlebirds (Antochaera carunculata) were very 
excited.  At the same time a male whoa-whoaed (again which I prefer to wirra wirra) close 
by, then koel-ed around 17:40 and was seen flying into a gum tree behind 16 Mentha Place 
�5�L�Y�H�W�W�� �Z�K�H�U�H�� �L�W�� �D�O�O�R�Z�H�G�� �D�� �F�O�R�V�H�� �D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K���� �� �7�K�L�V�� �W�U�H�H�� �Z�D�V�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �H�G�J�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �)���� �I�O�H�G�J�O�L�Q�J�¶�V��
�����������³�W�H�U�U�L�W�R�U�\�´�����+�R�O�O�D�Q�G�����������������D�Q�G���Z�D�V���D�O�V�R���W�K�H���F�O�R�V�H�V�W���U�H�F�R�U�G���W�R���P�\���K�R�X�V�H���E�H�I�R�U�H���W�K�H���1�H�Z��
Year. 
 
Koel activity increased significantly 

Calling dropped off noticeably before Christmas and in particular into the 2016 New Year.  
So it was a surprise to hear the whip whip whip call from the small figs at the Woollum 
Crescent side of 1 Eugenia Street Rivett at 17:35 on 20 Jan and then see birds fly to the 
nearby silky oak.  On approach three birds flew out across the road to 14 Woollum Crescent, 
after which a female was seen being chased from there by two males down Eugenia St.  Soon 
after another female called whip whip whip from 8-10 Woollum Cres and flew down the 
street.   
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In the next couple of days more calling was heard in this area. On investigation of one of 
these at 17:55 on 22 Jan I found a male calling (whoaing) on the middle of the wires across 
Angophora St, 50 m from the T-junction with Darwinia Terrace, with the whip whip whip 
call heard close by.  Then on emerging from the laneway between Woollum Crescent and 
Angophora Street at 18:08 I heard calling again, and four males (two lots of two) were seen 
chasing each other around the trees on the verge of 18-20 Angophora Street and then up to the 
corner of Woollum Crescent, with a further male remaining in a gum tree on the verge.  Then 
there was again a male on the same wires but on the boundary between 3 and 5 Angophora St 
side, this bird whoaed while two other birds chased past calling whip whip whip up Pavonia 
Street.  All this activity occurred within 70-130 m of 1 Eugenia Street. 
 
More calling was heard that evening and the next day, often from the above direction, when 
at about 19:40 a male and a female flew into the gum on the verge of 58 Darwinia Terrace.  
They stayed there for a while giving some strange calls, and then flew about 50 metres to the 
figs in the backyard of 4 Chauvel Circle, where the male could be easily seen.  It then flew to 
the plums at the rear of 6 Chauvel Circle where again strange calling was heard.  It was last 
seen flying back towards Darwinia Terrace.  This was the only confirmed Koel sighting in my 
GBS site for the 2015-2016 spring/summer. 
 
A Fledgling found 

As I had previously associated increased adult koel activity with fledglings being present 
(Holland 2014, 2015) I monitored the area around 1 Eugenia Street fairly closely, with more 
calling heard from this area and a male seen in the silky oak at 06:50 on 25 Jan, as well as 
two birds seen flying across to 12 Woollum Crescent at 06:38 on 26 Jan, with calling/flying 
activity in the area lasting until at least 06:53. 
 
At 10:10 on 27 Jan 2016 I found my first fledgling for 2016 in almost exactly the same place 
(S 35o 20 49, E 149o 01 48) as I originally found my second fledgling (F2) last year (Holland 
2015).  It was calling quietly while well hidden in the small white-trunked gum on the verge 
of 10 Woollum Crescent, close to the No 8 driveway.  It did not move as it was seen fed by 
Red Wattlebirds.  Adult koels were not around at the time, but had been heard just before at 
the corner of Darwinia Terrace and Hindmarsh Drive (about 200 m away).   
 
That evening at 17:50 I found the fledgling again in the exotic trees/shrubbery across the road 
at the border of 9-11 Woollum Crescent, when it flew clumsily (<1 m) several times.  
Following this at 17:55 whip whip whip, whoa whoa and ko-el calls were heard at the top of 
Angophora Street. 
 
I could not find it next morning but at 19:45 on 28 Jan I found it in the large exotic tree at the 
front edge of 11 Woollum Crescent, it called at first but then not again until it was fed by a 
Red Wattlebird, then it was silent again.  It also did not move and while I concluded from this 
and its soft call it was a fairly recent fledgling, I noted it was highly coloured/marked. 
 
Despite regular checking often both morning and evening over 12 subsequent visits I only 
located the fledgling once more in the next 10 days to the morning of 8 Feb.  This was late on 
the afternoon of 30 Jan when it was heard in the same exotic tree at the front of 11 Woollum 
Crescent (but towards the rear) and seen on a quite open perch being fed by Red Wattlebirds 
at 19:47.  Just before at 19:45 two birds had flown from the figs to the silky oak, then to the 
gum at the rear of 23 Woollum Crescent where an adult male and female were identified.  
This was the only time adults and the fledgling were actually seen in close proximity, and 
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also the last time adults wer�H�� �R�E�V�H�U�Y�H�G�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �I�O�H�G�J�O�L�Q�J�¶�V�� �³�W�H�U�U�L�W�R�U�\�´���� �� �,�Q�� �I�D�F�W�� �W�K�H�U�H�� �Z�H�U�H�� �Q�R��
further adult sightings and very limited calling was heard in February. 
 
In this gap of sightings I thought I could hear it calling softly on a couple of occasions but 
around 18:00 on 8 Feb 2016 it could be clearly heard but not located high in an argyle apple 
next to the 6 Woollum Crescent driveway.  However, I did locate it in same tree around 19:00 
when it was fed by Red Wattlebirds, after which it flew across to a small exotic shrub up 
against the 9 Woollum Crescent house, and then back again in the adjacent gum where it 
allowed very clear views. 
 
It could not be located on the morning of 9 Feb but around 18:30 it could be heard down the 
lane that runs across to Darwinia Terrace alongside the figs at 1 Eugenia Street.  It then flew 
into the figs with a couple of Red Wattlebirds, and then back down this lane and was calling 
(but not located) regularly in an ornamental pear at the back end of the house at 23 Darwinia 
Terrace, about 50 m away.  Despite regular checking up to the 19 Feb, and occasionally to 25 
Feb, this was the last positive sighting of this fledgling, which was clearly much more mobile 
than when first observed 12 days before. 
 
Additional fledglings 

At 06:52 on 7 Feb 2016 I first heard and then found a second Koel fledgling attended by two 
Red Wattlebirds in a large argyle apple gum on the verge of 24 Rafferty St Chapman (S 35o 
21 09, E 149o 01 56), about 700 m from Woollum Crescent spot.  It was begging much louder 
and flew much better (~15 m over the house to an exotic tree) than my first one, which at the 
�W�L�P�H�� �,�¶�G�� �Q�R�W�� �E�H�H�Q�� �D�E�O�H�� �W�R�� �O�R�F�D�W�H�� �I�R�U�� �R�Y�H�U�� �D�� �Z�H�H�N���� �� �,�W�� �Z�D�V�� �Q�R�W�� �Z�K�H�U�H�� �,�� �Z�D�V�� �H�[�S�H�F�W�L�Q�J�� �R�Q�H�� �D�V��
there has been limited Koel activity there this year.  Again despite a number of visits I was 
only able to positively identify it once more when it could clearly be heard calling from a 
dense exotic tree in the front of 21 Rafferty Street diagonally across the road just before 07:00 
on 10 Feb, though it may have been calling from the rear of this house on the morning of 8 
Feb.  
 
On 28 Jan from its soft call I suspected a further fledgling in the laneway between Mentha 
and Themeda Places Rivett in a fir tree at the rear of 11 Themeda Place at 17:20.  This was 
about 20 away from where F1 first located in 2015 (Holland 2015).  On return at 19:35 there 
was a softer call from the same tree, but while Red Wattlebirds were in the area no fledgling 
was found.  This possible fledgling was not confirmed despite many checks over the next 
more than 3 weeks.  I had been monitoring this area because of a bird heard koeling at the end 
of Themeda Place Rivett at 06:50 on 12 Jan (see also 17 Nov observation above). 
 
No other fledglings were discovered despite much searching in the Rivett areas where calling 
seemed to be concentrated. 
 
Discussion 

The above observations re-inforce a number of observations made previously (Holland 2014, 
2015) as well as provide some new information. 
 
1. Again there was significant adult Koel activity in the area of the first fledgling, but this 
time it was mainly before the discovery of what appeared to be a relatively recent fledgling. 
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2. As discussed in Holland (2014, 2015) both fledglings were found where adult activity had 
not been noticeable around the time of suspected egg laying.  The only observation close to 
the Eugenia St/Woollum Crescent fledgling was of a male calling at the rear of 35 Woollum 
Crescent around 06:50 on 9 Nov, much earlier than when the egg would have been laid.  The 
only positive observation close to the 24 Rafferty St fledgling was of a bird heard at the top of 
Casuarina Street Rivett, which then moved to Rafferty/SE corner with Monkman Streets 
Chapman (about 200 m away from where found) from 06:20�±06:25 on 13 Jan. The less than 1 
month period when a pretty mobile fledgling was discovered would be too short for 
incubation, chick development and fledging. 
 
3. The first fledging was found at almost the same spot as F2 in 2015, though it was observed 
�R�Q�O�\���L�Q���W�K�H���6�6�:���K�D�O�I���R�I���)���¶�V���³�W�H�U�U�L�W�R�U�\�´�����U�H�I�H�U���W�R���P�Dp in Holland 2015).  This contrasts with 
2014 and 2015 when there was no overlap in spots where fledglings were found. 
 
4.  The first fledgling was much harder to find than in previous years, in 2015 almost every 
time I checked I could locate any of the three fledglings (see Table 1 in Holland 2015), but in 
2016 only six times in around 20 visits from the time it was discovered to when last seen.  Of 
course it cannot be guaranteed that the fledgling found after the eight day break was the same, 
though I expect it was. 
 
Overall it was a quieter spring-summer for Eastern Koels in my local area, though whether 
this was typical also in other areas is not clear.  It certainly was an earlier season than in past 
years, with the first fledgling observed on 14 Dec, and 12 reported by the end of the first 
week of January (compared with one in 2014-2015).  The last quite advanced juvenile was 
reported on 31 Mar, making it long season with a total of 29 individual fledglings that I am 
aware of.  One feature was the relative lack of multiple fledglings within an area, with a 
maximum of three �U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G�� �I�U�R�P�� �&�K�U�L�V�W�L�Q�H�� �'�D�U�Z�R�R�G�¶�V�� �J�D�U�G�H�Q�� �L�Q�� �)�O�\�Q�Q���� �D�V�� �I�R�U�� �O�D�V�W�� �\�H�D�U��
(Darwood, 2015).  Interestingly Barbara Allan was able to find only one in Page this year, 
compared with at least 8 in 2014-2015 (Holland 2015). 
 
Acknowledgments 

I would like to thank Christine Darwood and Barbara Allan for providing information about 
Koel fledglings seen during the 2015-2016 breeding season in Flynn and Page, respectively.  
Many thanks also to Virginia Abernathy for exchanging information on the number and 
locations of fledglings found during this breeding season.  
 
References   

Darwood, C. (2015) Observations of Eastern Koels in Flynn during the early months of 2015.  
Canberra Bird Notes 40: 162-172. 

Holland, J. (2014) Observations of Eastern Koel Fledglings in Chapman/Rivett during the 
Summer of 2014.  Canberra Bird Notes 39: 147-151. 

Holland, J. (2015) Further observations of Eastern Koel fledglings in Rivett during the 
summer of 2015.  Canberra Bird Notes 40: 147-161. 

 
Accepted 3 May 2016 

 
  



Canberra Bird Notes 41 (2)  July 2016 

139 
 

Canberra Bird Notes 41 (2016): 139-154 
 

THE CANBERRA BIRD BLITZ 201 5 
 

BARBARA ALLAN  
 

47 Hannaford St, Page, ACT 2614 
 
Abstract. This paper describes the conduct and outcomes of the Canberra Ornithologists 
�*�U�R�X�S�¶�V �H�O�H�Y�H�Q�W�K���³�E�L�U�G���E�O�L�W�]�´���� �K�H�O�G���R�Q������-25 October 2015, and provides comparisons with 
the ten previous blitzes. In 2015, 338 datasheets were submitted, from 101 grid cells; 177 
bird species were recorded, 77 of them breeding. Highlights included the first blitz records of 
the Australian Shelduck, Caspian Tern, Blue-winged Parrot and Black-eared Cuckoo, and an 
urban record of the Powerful Owl. 
 
Introduction  

On the last weekend in October 2015 (Saturday 24 and Sunday 25), the Canberra 
Ornithologists Group (COG) h�H�O�G���L�W�V���H�O�H�Y�H�Q�W�K���D�Q�Q�X�D�O���³�E�L�U�G���E�O�L�W�]�´�����,�Q���W�K�L�V���H�[�H�U�F�L�V�H�����Z�H���D�L�P���W�R��
record all species of wild bird present in the ACT over that weekend, to obtain a broad 
indication of their abundance, and to record breeding status. To achieve this, we set out to 
conduct a minimum of one 20-minute 2-hectare survey within each of the 165 grid cells 
covering the ACT (a 2.5-minute grid on lines of latitude and longitude, so each cell measures 
approximately 3.5 km by 4.5 km). A subsidiary aim of this exercise is to encourage more of 
our members to get out, survey and submit datasheets. 
 
The data collected are entered in the COG Atlas database, and subsequently contributed to the 
BirdLife Australia Atlas database. They are available for scientific purposes and as an input 
to Canberra land use planning. 
 
Conduct of the blitz 

Participants register for their preferred locations or grid cells, on a first-in, best-dressed basis. 
In the allocation process, some site preference is given to members who survey given sites on 
a regular basis. More tardy volunteers are cajoled by the organiser into surveying the 
remaining sites. Less experienced birders may accompany more experienced birders who 
indicate a willingness to take them along. And as a modest inducement to participants, a 
variety of prizes are on offer, courtesy of our members. One difference in the conduct of the 
2015 blitz was the number of eBird participants who may or may not have realised their 
records were contributing to the blitz outcome. 
 
Participants are allowed to choose their preferred methodology from the three BirdLife 
Australia Atlas options: a 20-minute/2-ha survey; within 500 m of a central point, for >20 
mins; or within 5 km of a central point, for >20 mins. Incidental records are also welcomed, 
as are the various options from eBird. 
 
Results and discussion 

Operational issues 

We enjoyed really good birding weather, and most trails in Namadgi National Park were 
accessible. Unlike 2013, we did not conduct training classes to assist newcomers.  



Canberra Bird Notes 41 (2)  July 2016 

140 
 

Level of participation and coverage 

At least 77 named COG members and friends took part in the 2015 blitz, plus 10 others who 
may or may not have intended to contribute to the blitz and whose records arrived via eBird.  
(a list of known participants is at Table 1). As noted before, this probably equates to about 
100 participants if the unnamed companions are taken into consideration. Eight of the named 
individuals participated for the first time. Congratulations must go to the 11 individuals who 
have supported the blitz each year since its inception: Ian Anderson, Daryl Beaumont, Muriel 
Brookfield, Stuart Harris, Shirley Kral, Bruce Lindenmayer, Gail Neumann, Susan 
Robertson, Philip Veerman and Tony Willis, as well as the author.  
 
Datasheets were received from 101 grid cells. Our best coverage was in 2007, when we 
managed 122 grid cells.  Observers clearly prefer surveying areas where they can be assured 
of seeing good numbers of bird species �± an understandable but, for blitz purposes, somewhat 
regrettable choice. Twenty-eight per cent of the records came from the ten most popular grid 
cells covering Jerrabomberra Wetlands and several central Canberra nature reserves.  
Nevertheless the grid cells surveyed covered most habitat types, so I believe we have a 
representative sample of ACT avifauna for the weekend. Map 1 shows the grid cells covered, 
while the table below indicates the comparisons between blitz years. 
 
 

 
 

 

 

       
          
          
          
          
          
          
          
          
          
          
          
          
          Figure 1. Number of participants and grid cells. 

 
Datasheets submitted 

In the 2015 blitz, a total of 338 eligible datasheets were received, 166 in hard copy, 40 via 
�&�2�*�¶�V�� �H�O�H�F�W�U�R�Q�L�F�� �G�D�W�D�E�D�V�H�� �D�Q�G�� �������� �Y�L�D�� �H�%�L�U�G���� �5�H�J�U�H�W�W�D�E�O�\�� �V�R�P�H�� �S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�Q�W�V�� �³�P�L�V�O�D�L�G�´�� �W�K�H�L�U��
records before submitting them so the actual total should have been higher. Datasheet 
numbers have fluctuated over the 11 years of the blitz from a previous high of 359 in 2013 to 
a low of 242 in 2006. The actual number each year appears to have more to do with the types 
of surveys undertaken, and the relative proportion of lengthy surveys. It is at times a difficult 
trade-off for our blitzers between covering many grid cells and hence generally adopting the 
�³20-minute, two-�K�H�F�W�D�U�H�´�� �V�X�U�Y�H�\���� �D�Q�G�� �F�R�Y�H�U�L�Q�J�� �I�H�Z�H�U�� �D�U�H�D�V�� �E�X�W�� �G�R�L�Q�J�� �V�R�� �P�R�U�H�� �L�Q�W�H�Q�V�L�Y�H�O�\��
�R�Y�H�U���D���O�R�Q�J�H�U���S�H�U�L�R�G���Z�L�W�K���D���³�Z�L�W�K�L�Q���������P�´���V�X�U�Y�H�\�����7�K�H���V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q���L�V���I�X�U�W�K�H�U���P�X�G�G�L�H�G���Q�R�Z���Z�L�W�K��
eBird contributions avoiding this classification.  
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Type of survey 

As usual, participants were given the option of choosing their survey type to best fit the grid 
cell or location they were surveying and to allow for personal preference and time or other 
constraints. Without closer analysis, it is impossible to be definitive about the effects of 
survey type on outcomes. In the case of the blitz, which is essentially a citizen science 
exercise involving observers of differing levels of expertise, it is likely that the time spent at 
each site has a greater bearing on the numbers of species recorded, or the breeding status. 
 
Species recorded 

As Figure 2 and Table 2 show, 177 bird species were recorded over the two blitz days in 
2015, four more than last year. When all blitz years are considered together, 213 species have 
been recorded, while 128 species have been recorded every year. By way of comparison, the 
species total for all of the financial year 2014-�������D�Q�G���W�K�H���Z�K�R�O�H���R�I���&�2�*�¶�V���D�U�H�D���R�I���F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�����D�V��
recorded in the Annual Bird Report, was 247 from 246 grid cells (COG 2016). There have 
been blitz breeding records every year for only 29 species; while 135 species have been 
recorded as breeding at least once in the blitz. 
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Highlights of the 2015 blitz 

The standout record for the 
2015 blitz was of the 
Powerful Owl Ninox strenua 
in the heart of Canberra. 
�³�3�R�Z�O�´�� �D�V�� �W�K�H�� �E�L�U�G�� �L�V��
affectionately known, was 
discovered last November by 
COG member Terry Munro in 
the vicinity of the North 
Canberra Bowling Club, 
where it has resided since. 
(see photo to left by Geoffrey 
Dabb. It was also pleasing 
that at least some of the Bush 
Stone-curlews Burhinus 
grallarius which had been 
introduced into the Sanctuary 

at Mulligans Flat remained to be counted.  

�2�W�K�H�U�� �S�O�H�D�V�D�Q�W�� �V�X�U�S�U�L�V�H�V�� �Z�H�U�H�� �I�R�X�U�� �P�R�U�H�� �³�I�L�U�V�W�V�´�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �E�O�L�W�]���� �$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D�Q�� �6�K�H�O�G�X�F�N��Tadorna 
tadornoides, Caspian Tern Sterna caspia, Blue-winged Parrot Neophema chrysostoma and 
Black-eared Cuckoo Chalcites osculans. These species are recorded occasionally now in 
�&�2�*�¶�V�� �J�H�Q�H�U�D�O�� �D�U�H�D�� �E�X�W�� �F�D�Q�Q�R�W�� �E�H�� �U�H�O�L�H�G�� �X�S�R�Q�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �$�&�7�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �O�D�V�W�� �Z�H�H�N�H�Q�G�� �R�I�� �2�F�W�R�E�H�U����
Another occasional visitor, the Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus, was recorded in the blitz for 
the first time since 2011. 
 
Species most commonly recorded 

 
Photos and Collage of the most commonly recorded species during the 11th blitz 

(Geoffrey Dabb).  
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The Australian Magpie (with 217 records, involving 1088 individuals) remained its usual 
�S�U�H�H�P�L�Q�H�Q�W���S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q���D�V���³�P�R�V�W���F�R�P�P�R�Q�´���V�S�H�F�L�H�V�����,�W���Z�D�V���I�R�O�O�R�Z�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���&�U�L�P�V�R�Q���5�R�V�H�O�O�D������������
records), Pied Currawong (185), Australian Raven (185), Grey Fantail (179), Red Wattlebird 
(176), Sulphur-crested Cockatoo (167), Magpie-lark (163) , Galah (151) and Superb Fairy-
wren (148) (see Collage previous page). 
 
�1�R���V�X�U�S�U�L�V�H�V���K�H�U�H�����7�K�H�V�H���V�S�H�F�L�H�V���U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�H�G���W�K�H���W�R�S���W�H�Q���L�Q���O�D�V�W���\�H�D�U�¶�V���E�O�L�W�]�����D�O�E�H�L�W���L�Q���D���V�O�L�J�K�W�O�\��
different order. Apart from being widespread, they are all readily identifiable.  
 
Species recorded only once in blitz 2015 

While it was gratifying to record some species which are often overlooked or which are 
simply not always present in the ACT, it was sobering to note that there were only single 
records of 21 species. While many of these, such as Blue-billed Duck Oxyura australis and 
Yellow-tufted Honeyeater Lichenostomus melanops are thought to be present all year but in 
very low numbers, and others such as Caspian Tern and Black-eared Cuckoo are merely 
occasional visitors, single records of Swamp Harrier Circus approximans  and White-fronted 
Chat Epthianura albifrons give pause for thought.  
 
Species not recorded in blitz 2015 

Thirty-two species which had previously been recorded in the blitz were not recorded in 
2015. Inevitably, species known to be present in the ACT over the blitz weekend sometimes 
�I�D�L�O���W�R���E�H���U�H�F�R�U�G�H�G���� �³�5�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�´���F�U�D�N�H�V���D�Q�G���U�D�L�O�V���F�D�Q���E�H���H�O�X�V�L�Y�H�����D�V���Z�D�V���W�K�H���F�Dse in 2015 with 
Buff-banded Rail Gallirallus philippensis �D�Q�G���/�H�Z�L�Q�¶�V���5�D�L�O��Lewinia pectoralis. Other species 
with quite restricted distribution in the ACT, such as Chestnut-rumped Heathwren 
Calamanthus pyrrhopygia, were not recorded in 2015.  Several of our occasional visitors did 
not visit over the blitz weekend, including Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus and 
Channel-billed Cuckoo Scythrops novaehollandiae. Waders are always a hit-and-miss 
proposition for the blitz weekend, mostly the latter on this occasion. And there were few 
recordings of arid-zone specialists, suggesting that conditions to our west had not deteriorated 
badly by October 2015. But the lack of records of the endearing little Southern Whiteface 
Aphelocephala leucopsis reflects a more worrying decline as also reported in the Annual Bird 
Report.  
 
Of some concern was the absence of so many of our high-country specialists, including Olive 
Whistler Pachycephala olivacea, Red-browed Treecreeper Climacteris erythrops and Rufous 
Fantail Rhipidura rufifrons. There are possible non-worrying explanations for our missing 
this group of birds. Some are migrants and may simply not have returned by the last weekend 
in October. Our survey did not coincide with the efforts of a banding team, responsible for 
previous good returns. We did not have as many observers in the high country and they did 
not spend as long there as in some years. But it does appear that the 2003 fires are probably a 
continuing influence here. 
 
Breeding 

As Table 2 and Figure 2 show, in the 2015 blitz 77 species of bird were recorded as 
�³�E�U�H�H�G�L�Q�J�´���± that is a generous interpretation, including the widest parameters recorded such 
�D�V���³�G�L�V�S�O�D�\�´���D�Q�G���³�L�Q�V�S�H�F�W�L�Q�J���K�R�O�O�R�Z�´�����7�K�H���K�L�J�K�H�V�W���E�U�H�H�G�L�Q�J���Z�H���K�D�Y�H���U�H�F�R�U�G�H�G���L�Q the blitz was 
87 species in 2007 and the lowest, 65 species in 2011.  As usual, the species most commonly 
recorded as breeding were either relatively large and/or conspicuous ones, namely (in order of 
frequency) Australian Magpie Cracticus tibicen, Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris, Magpie-
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lark Grallina cyanoleuca, Pied Currawong Strepera graculina, Crimson Rosella Platycercus 
elegans, Australian Wood Duck Chenonetta jubata, Pacific Black Duck Anas superciliosa, 
White-winged Chough Corcorax melanorhamphos, Black Swan Cygnus atratus and Striated 
Pardalote Pardalotus striatus. 
 
Arguably the most pleasing breeding record was that of the nest-building Crested Shrike-tit 
Falcunculus frontatus along the Naas Valley fire trail. We have only had one previous 
breeding record for this species in the blitz, in 2006, a pattern reflected in the Annual Bird 
Report. Another noteworthy breeding record was the nest with eggs of a Flame Robin 
Petroica phoenicea, in a tussock along the Cotter Hut Rd. We did record a surprising number 
of copulations including between pairs of Black-fronted Dotterel Elseyornis melanops , Pallid 
Cuckoo Cacomantis pallidus and Olive-backed Oriole Oriolus sagittatus.  
 
ACT-listed vulnerable and endangered species 

If we exclude the Swift Parrot Lathamus discolor which is unlikely to be here in late October, 
and the Australian Painted Snipe and Regent Honeyeater which are seriously rare in the ACT, 
of the bird species listed as vulnerable or endangered in the ACT, only the Glossy Black-
Cockatoo Calyptorhynchus lathami was not recorded during the 2015 blitz and in fact has 
only been recorded in three previous blitzes, most recently in 2008.  
 
�$�V���X�V�X�D�O�����W�K�H���P�R�V�W���Z�L�G�H�O�\���U�H�F�R�U�G�H�G���R�I���W�K�H���³�Y�X�O�Q�H�U�D�E�O�H�V�´���Z�D�V���W�K�H���:�K�L�W�H-winged Triller Lalage 
tricolor, particularly from urban or semi-urban nature reserves, and mostly in low numbers. 
There were 25 triller records, of 1-12 birds, from 17 widespread grid cells. There was a single 
breeding record: display, at Mulligans Flat NR. The triller reporting rate of 7.4%  was a little 
below its blitz average of 8.3%.. The Scarlet Robin Petroica boodang was the next most 
�F�R�P�P�R�Q�O�\�� �U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G�� �³�Y�X�O�Q�H�U�D�E�O�H�´���� �Z�L�W�K�� ������ �U�H�F�R�U�G�V�� �R�I�� ��-4 birds, from 18 grid cells, the 
majority of which were in Namadgi NP. Its recording rate of 6.5% was below its blitz average 
of 7%, and no breeding was recorded. The Superb Parrot Polytelis swainsonii too appears to 
be holding its own adequately. There were 9 records of 1-10 birds from six grid cells, all in 
north and north-west Canberra. Its reporting rate of 2.7% was below the blitz average of 3%. 
No breeding was recorded. There were 6 Varied Sittella Daphoenositta chrysoptera records 
of 1-5 birds from nature reserves in 5 grid cells, at a reporting rate of 1.8%, below the blitz 
average of 2.6%. Encouragingly the sittella was recorded breeding, with dependent young at 
Mulligans Flat.  
 
The picture for the other vulnerables is less positive. The Brown Treecreeper Climacteris 
picumnus was recorded 7 times, from 7 grid cells in the south of the territory, with a 
maximum of 5 birds at one location. Its reporting rate of 2.1% was just below the blitz 
average of 2.2%. Encouragingly, there was one breeding record, of carrying food, on Old 
Boboyan Rd. The Little Eagle Hieraaetus morphnoides appears to be stable for the moment at 
very low numbers: there were 8 records of 1-2 birds, from 6 grid cells. The west Belconnen 
nest was again active. The Hooded Robin Melanodryas cucullata appears to be faring the 
least well of our vulnerable species, being only recorded once at a known location for the 
species at Glendale; its reporting rate is down to 0.3% from a blitz average of 1.1%.  
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Photos and Collage of the vulnerable and endangered species 

in the ACT (Geoffrey Dabb) 
 
A case study: the Laughing Kookaburra Dacelo novaeguineae 

   To the perturbation of many, 
Birdlife Australia recently 
nominated the kookaburra as 
one of our common species 
experiencing a decline in 
numbers (see photo on left by 
Geoffrey Dabb). So it is of 
particular interest to see what 
the blitz records show. In 2015, 
there were 88 records of 1-5 
birds, from 58 widespread urban 
and rural grid cells. Its reporting 
rate of 26% was comfortably 
above the blitz average of 
21.4% and there were two 
breeding records, from North 
Woden and Hawker. The latter 
was of a particularly vocal 
nestling safely and comfortably 
ensconced in a large old wooden 
possum box attached to a 
eucalypt in the Pinnacle NR.    
And yes, it went on to fledge  
successfully. 
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Trends 

While the number of records and reporting rate of the majority of species fluctuate, in some 
cases markedly from year to year, after eleven blitzes, trends are emerging for certain species, 
�W�U�H�Q�G�V�� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �D�U�H�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �P�R�V�W�� �S�D�U�W�� �D�O�V�R�� �U�H�I�O�H�F�W�H�G�� �L�Q�� �&�2�*�¶�V�� �$�Q�Q�X�D�O��Bird Reports. I have 
chosen the reporting rate as the most helpful indicator of trends and have highlighted only 
those species with sufficient records to make sense of possible movements.  
 
Many of the ducks and other waterbirds are doing very well, perhaps thanks to the increasing 
number of urban wetlands being created, particularly in north Canberra. While the reporting 
rate of the Australian Wood Duck Chenonetta jubata remained fairly steady, that of others 
showed considerable increases. The Hardhead Aythya australis recording rate of 9.2% was up 
78% on the previous 10 years average; Grey Teal Anas gracilis 11.5%, up 76%. Coot Fulica 
atra, Dusky Moorhen Gallinula tenebrosa and Purple Swamphen Porphyrio porphyrio were 
all up slightly, while the Black-fronted Dotterel Elseyornis melanops recording rate of 3.3% 
was up 39%.   The recording rate of all of  the raptors was down, in the worst case of the 
Brown Falcon Falco berigora by 47%. Amongst the parrots, the greatest increasers were the 
Little Corella Cacatua sanguinea (up 71%) and the Rainbow Lorikeet Trichoglossus 
haematodus (up 153%). All the cuckoos increased with the exception of the Pallid Cuckoo 
Cacomantis pallidus which declined 14%. Amongst the honeyeaters, the Noisy Miner 
Manorina melanocephala is doing unfortunately well, with a recording rate of 19.5, up 24%. 
�2�W�K�H�U�� �³�S�H�V�W�´�� �V�S�H�F�L�H�V�� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D�Q�� �:�K�L�W�H�� �,�E�L�V��Threskiornis molucca and the 
Spotted Dove Streptopelia chinensis showed serious increases (103% and 79% respectively), 
though the Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris and the Common Myna Sturnus tristis were 
roughly stable. The robins were mixed, with the Eastern Yellow up 50% but the Flame down 
49%. The small woodland birds were generally speaking not faring well with both pardalotes, 
Leaden Flycatcher Myiagra cyanoleuca, Speckled Warbler Chthonicola sagittata, Dusky 
Woodswallow Artamus cyanopterus, Southern Whiteface Aphelocephalaleucopsis, Diamond 
Firetail Stagonopleura guttata and even Superb Fairy-wren Malurus cyaneus experiencing 
declines.  
 
Conclusions and lessons for the future 

Blitz 2015, like its predecessors, has increased significantly the amount of data about 
�&�D�Q�E�H�U�U�D�¶�V�� �E�L�U�G�V���� �6�H�Y�H�U�D�O�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �J�U�L�G�� �F�H�O�O�V�� �V�X�U�Y�H�\�H�G�� �Z�R�X�O�G�� �L�Q�� �D�O�O�� �S�U�R�E�D�E�L�O�L�W�\�� �Q�R�W�� �K�D�Y�H�� �E�H�H�Q��
covered but for the targeted effort of the blitz. The blitz data are made available to the 
�P�D�Q�D�J�H�U�V���R�I���&�D�Q�E�H�U�U�D�¶�V���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���S�D�U�N���D�Q�G���Q�D�W�X�U�H���U�H�V�H�U�Y�H�V�����$���O�H�V�V�R�Q���W�R���E�H���G�U�D�Z�Q���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���E�O�L�W�]��
is that, when prompted, more of our members will get out, survey and submit datasheets and 
perhaps revisit favoured spots. 
 
�7�K�H�U�H���L�V�����L�Q�H�Y�L�W�D�E�O�\�����D�Q���H�O�H�P�H�Q�W���R�I���³�O�X�F�N���R�I���W�K�H���G�D�\�´���L�Q���W�H�U�P�V���R�I���W�K�H���U�H�V�X�O�W�V���E�X�W���W�K�H���O�R�Q�J-term 
trends are already being highlighted. The blitz breeding observations are particularly useful in 
fleshing out a more detailed overall picture of bird breeding in Canberra. And given the 
tendency of our vulnerable species to be patchily distributed, the additional blitz information 
about where they are and in what numbers is highly valuable. 
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Table 2. Species recorded during the 2005 - 2015 blitzes. 
[X=present;*=breeding] 

Common name 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 
Emu X  X X   X X   X 

Stubble Quail  X   X  X  X X X 

Brown Quail  X X X X  X X X X X 

Indian Peafowl X   X  X   X X X 

Magpie Goose    X X      X 

Musk Duck X X*   X*  X*   X X  X X 

Freckled Duck        X X X X 

Black Swan X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  

Australian 
Shelduck 

          X*  

Australian Wood 
Duck 

X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  

Pink-eared Duck  X X  X   X X X X 

Australasian. 
Shoveler 

X X*  X X*  X X*  X*  X X*  X X*  

Grey Teal X*  X X*  X*  X X*  X X*  X X X*  

Chestnut Teal X X X*  X X X X X X X X 

Northern Mallard 
and hybrids 

X X X X X X X X X X X 

Pacific Black Duck X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  

Hardhead X X X*  X X X X X X X X 

Blue-billed Duck X X  X X  X   X X 

Australasian Grebe X*  X X*  X*  X X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X 

Hoary-headed 
Grebe 

X X X X X X X X X X X 

Great Crested 
Grebe 

X         X  

Rock Dove X X X X X X X X X*  X*  X 

Spotted Dove    X X X X X*  X*  X*  X 

Common 
Bronzewing 

X X X X*  X X*  X X X X X 

Brush Bronzewing     X       

Crested Pigeon X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  

Peaceful Dove X X  X X  X  X X  

Wonga Pigeon X   X    X   X 

Tawny Frogmouth X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  

Australian Owlet-
nightjar 

   X   X X X X X 

Australasian Darter X X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X X X*  X*  

Little Pied 
Cormorant 

X X X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X X X X 

Great Cormorant X X X X X X X X X X X 

Little Black 
Cormorant 

X X X X X X*  X X X X X 

Pied Cormorant   X X X  X  X X X 
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Table 2 continued 
Common name 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 
Australian Pelican X X  X X X X X X X X 

White-necked 
Heron 

 X X  X  X X X X X 

Eastern Great 
Egret 

 X X X X X X X X X X 

Intermediate Egret    X  X X X  X X 

Cattle Egret  X     X X X X X 

White-faced Heron X*  X*  X*  X X X*  X*  X X X X*  

Little Egret    X   X     

Nankeen Night 
Heron 

X X X X X X X X X X X 

Glossy Ibis  X X    X    X 

Australian White 
Ibis 

X X X*  X*  X*  X*  X X X X*  X 

Straw-necked Ibis  X X X X  X  X X X 

Royal Spoonbill  X X X X X   X X X 

Black-shouldered 
Kite 

X X X X X  X X X X X 

White-bellied Sea-
Eagle 

  X X   X  X X X 

Whistling Kite X X X*  X X  X*  X X X X 

Brown Goshawk X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X X X X X*  

Collared 
Sparrowhawk 

X X X*  X X X X X X X X 

Spotted Harrier        X X X  

Swamp Harrier X X X X  X X X X*  X X 

Wedge-tailed 
Eagle 

X X X X X*  X*  X X*  X X*  X 

Little Eagle X X X X*  X*  X*  X X X*  X*  X*  

Nankeen Kestrel X*  X*  X*  X*  X X X*  X*  X*  X*  X 

Brown Falcon X X X*  X X X X X*  X X X 

Australian Hobby X X X*  X*  X*  X*  X X X*  X X 

Peregrine Falcon X X X X X X*  X*  X X X*  X*  

Brolga           X 

Purple Swamphen X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  

Buff-banded Rail  X  X X    X   

�/�H�Z�L�Q�¶�V���5�D�L�O        X    

�%�D�L�O�O�R�Q�¶�V���&�U�D�N�H    X X  X  X X  

Australian Spotted 
Crake 

  X  X X X  X X X 

Spotless Crake        X  X  

Black-tailed 
Native-hen 

    X  X X    

Dusky Moorhen X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  

Eurasian Coot X*  X X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X X X*  X*  

Black-winged Stilt   X  X    X  X 
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Table 2 continued 
Common name 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 
Bush Stone-curlew          X X 

Black-fronted 
Dotterel 

X X X X X X*  X X*  X*  X X*  

Red-kneed 
Dotterel 

 X X X X    X*  X X*  

Banded Lapwing     X       

Masked Lapwing X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  

Australian Painted 
Snipe 

      X X    

�/�D�W�K�D�P�¶�V���6�Q�L�S�H X X X X X X X X X X X 

Pectoral Sandpiper         X   

Bar-tailed Godwit   X         

Sharp-tailed 
Sandpiper 

X  X  X  X  X X  

Painted Button-
quail 

X   X X X X X    

Caspian Tern           X 

Whiskered Tern    X X       

Silver Gull X*  X*  X*  X X X X X X X X*  

Glossy Black-
Cockatoo 

X X  X        

Yellow-tailed 
Black-Cockatoo 

X X X X*  X X X X X*  X*  X*  
 

Gang-gang 
Cockatoo 

X X X X X*  X X*  X X X*  X 

�0�D�M�R�U���0�L�W�F�K�H�O�O�¶�V��
Cockatoo  

  X         

Galah X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X X*  X*  X*  X*  

Long-billed 
Corella 

   X  X X  X X*  X 

Little Corella X*  X*  X*  X*  X X X X*  X*  X*  X 

Sulphur-crested 
Cockatoo 

X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  

Cockatiel     X       

Rainbow Lorikeet X X X X*  X X X X X X X 

Australian King-
Parrot 

X X X X*  X X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X 

Superb Parrot X X*  X*  X X*  X*  X X X X X 

Crimson Rosella X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  

Eastern Rosella X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  

Red-rumped Parrot X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  

Blue-winged 
Parrot 

          X 

Turquoise Parrot     X       

Eastern Koel   X X  X*   X X X X 

Channel-billed 
Cuckoo 

     X      
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Table 2 continued 
Common name 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 
�+�R�U�V�I�L�H�O�G�¶�V��
Bronze-Cuckoo 

X X*  X X X*  X X X X X X 

Black-eared 
Cuckoo 

          X 

Shining Bronze-
Cuckoo 

X*  X*  X X X X X X X*  X X*  

Pallid Cuckoo X X X X X X X X*  X X X*  

Fan-tailed Cuckoo X X X*  X X X X X X X*  X*  

Brush Cuckoo X X X X X X X X X X X 

Powerful Owl     X      X 

Southern Boobook X   X  X  X X X X 

Eastern Barn Owl       X     

Laughing 
Kookaburra 

X*  X*  X X X*  X X X X*  X X*  

Red-backed 
Kingfisher 

  X X        

Sacred Kingfisher X*  X*  X*  X X*  X*  X X*  X*  X*  X*  

Rainbow Bee-eater X X X*  X*  X X*  X*  X X*  X*  X 

Dollarbird X X X*  X X*  X*  X X*  X X*  X 

Superb Lyrebird X X X X X X X X X X X 

White-throated 
Treecreeper 

X X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X X 

Red-browed 
Treecreeper 

X X X  X X   X   

Brown Treecreeper X X X*  X*  X*  X X X*  X X X 

Satin Bowerbird X X X X*  X*  X X X X*  X*  X*  

Superb Fairy-wren X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  

Pilotbird X    X X X  X*    

White-browed 
Scrubwren 

X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X X*  X X*  X*  X*  

Chestnut-rumped 
Heathwren 

     X  X    

Speckled Warbler X*  X X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X X X X*  

Weebill X*  X X*  X*  X X*  X*  X X*  X X*  

Western Gerygone X X X X X X X X X X*  X 

White-throated 
Gerygone 

X*  X X*  X X X*  X X*  X*  X*  X*  

Striated Thornbill X*  X*  X*  X X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  

Yellow Thornbill X X X X X*  X*  X X X X X 

Yellow-rumped 
Thornbill 

X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  

Buff-rumped 
Thornbill 

X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  

Brown Thornbill X X*  X*  X X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  

Southern 
Whiteface 

X X*  X X X X X X  X  

Spotted Pardalote X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  
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Table 2 continued 
Common name 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 
Striated Pardalote X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  

Eastern Spinebill X*  X*  X X X X X X X*  X*  X 

Yellow-faced 
Honeyeater 

X X*  X X*  X*  X X X X*  X X 

White-eared 
Honeyeater 

X*  X X*  X*  X*  X X X X*  X X*  

Yellow-tufted 
Honeyeater 

X      X  X X X 

Fuscous 
Honeyeater 

X*  X X*  X*  X X*  X X*  X X*  X*  

White-plumed 
Honeyeater 

X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X X*  X*  X*  X 

Noisy Miner X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  

Red Wattlebird X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  

White-fronted Chat     X X X X   X 

Crescent 
Honeyeater 

   X X X X  X*   X 

New Holland 
Honeyeater 

X X*  X*  X X X X X X X X*  

Brown-headed 
Honeyeater 

X X X X*  X X X*  X*  X X X 

White-naped 
Honeyeater 

X X X X*  X*  X X X*  X*  X*  X*  

Noisy Friarbird X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  

Painted 
Honeyeater 

         X  

Spotted Quail-
thrush 

X X X X X X X X X X X 

Eastern Whipbird  X X X X X X X X X X 

Varied Sittella X*  X*  X*  X X*  X*  X X*  X*  X*  X*  

Black-faced 
Cuckoo-shrike 

X X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X X*  

Cicadabird    X X X  X X  X 

White-winged 
Triller 

X*  X*  X*  X X X X X*  X*  X*  X*  

Crested Shrike-tit X X*  X X X X X X X X X*  

Olive Whistler       X     

Golden Whistler X X X X X X X X X*  X X 

Rufous Whistler X*  X*  X*  X*  X X*  X X X*  X*  X*  

Grey Shrike-thrush X X*  X*  X*  X X*  X X X X X 

Olive-backed 
Oriole 

X X X*  X*  X X*  X X X*  X*  X*  

Masked 
Woodswallow 

 X X X X  X X X   

White-browed 
Woodswallow 

 X*  X*  X X  X X X X  
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Table 2 continued 
Common name 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 
Dusky 
Woodswallow 

X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  

Grey Butcherbird X*  X*  X X X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  

Pied Butcherbird          X  

Australian Magpie X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  

Pied Currawong X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  

Grey Currawong X X X*  X*  X*  X*  X X*  X*  X*  X*  

Rufous Fantail X  X X X X X  X   

Grey Fantail X*  X*  X X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  

Willie Wagtail X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  

Australian Raven X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  

Little Raven X*  X X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X X X*  

Leaden Flycatcher X*  X*  X*  X*  X X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  

Satin Flycatcher X X X X X X X X X X X 

Restless Flycatcher X X X  X  X X X X  

Magpie-lark X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  

White-winged 
Chough 

X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  

Jacky Winter X X*  X X X X X X X X X 

Scarlet Robin X*  X*  X X*  X*  X X*  X X*  X*  X 

Red-capped Robin X X*  X*  X X X*  X X X X X 

Flame Robin X X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  

Rose Robin X X X X X X X  X X X 

Hooded Robin X*  X*  X*  X X*  X X*  X X*  X X 

Eastern Yellow 
Robin 

X*  X*   X X X X X*  X*  X*  X 

Eurasian Skylark X X X X*  X X X X*  X X X 

Golden-headed 
Cisticola 

X X X X X X*  X X*  X X*  X 

Australian Reed-
Warbler 

X*  X X X X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X 

Little Grassbird X X X X X*  X X X X X X 

Rufous Songlark X X X X X X X*  X*  X X X 

Brown Songlark X*  X X*  X X  X X    

Silvereye X X X*  X X X*  X X*  X*  X X*  

Welcome Swallow X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  

Fairy Martin X X X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X X*  

Tree Martin X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X X*  X*  X*  X*  

Bassian Thrush X X  X X   X X*   X 

Common 
Blackbird 

X*  X X*  X X X X*  X*  X*  X X*  

Common Starling X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  

Common Myna X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  

Mistletoebird X*  X X X X*  X*  X X*  X X X 

Double-barred 
Finch 

X X*  X*  X*  X X X*  X X X X 
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Table 2 continued 
Common name 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 
Red-browed Finch X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X 

Diamond Firetail X X X X X X X X X X X 

House Sparrow X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  

Australasian Pipit X X X*  X*  X*  X*  X*  X X*  X*  X 

European 
Goldfinch 

X X*  X X X X X X X X X 

Common 
Greenfinch 

X    X X X X X*  X X 

 
Notes 
Domestic ducks and geese, which frequent the lakes, have been excluded, as have domestic chickens 
even when recorded far from civilisation. The peafowl have been included as they appear to be a 
�Q�D�W�X�U�D�O�O�\���U�H�S�U�R�G�X�F�L�Q�J���³�Z�L�O�G�´���S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�����L�Q���V�X�E�X�U�E�L�D�������7�K�H���³�P�D�O�O�D�U�G�V�´���J�U�R�X�S���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���O�X�P�S�H�G���D�V���W�K�H�L�U��
exact identity cannot be assured �± it probably includes crosses with domestic as well as wild birds. 
The Emu, Brolga and Magpie Geese are �± or were - probably part of the semi-captive population at 
Tidbinbilla Nature Reserve.  The Bush Stone-curlews are included as, though initially introduced to 
the Sanctuary at Mulligans Flat Nature Reserve, they are free to roam.   
 
Map 1. Blitz coverage 2015. 
 

 


















































































