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Tre mast year, the third since the inauguration cof
the A.C.T. Tranch in July 1964, tras shown a cuntinued intersst
vy local rembers In our sctivities whlch have been confined
mainly to the holding of monthly meetings, as »revicusly, in
the C.S8.1.R.C. Lecture Theatre, RBlack dcuntain. Eilsven
meetings were held at which ten lectures were given, the
remalning neeting belng cdevoted to our Annual PFilm Evening.
Attendances varied fros a minimum of 16 to a maxirmun of 43,
but the normal average of about Z5 was malntained.

Publication ¢of ocur menthly newsletter was contlnued
ariéd cilreculated cn the same Tasls as before, free to R.A.C.T.
members and to non-memoers for a small fee. Donatlons have
not been so freely received Irom memiers as in nast years
and the future of the monthly newsletter may ve In doubt. A
second imnression of "A Fleld-List of the Birds of Canberra
ané District" was nrinted as 1t 1s stlll welling well,
mainly through local booksellers. Since thils list was first
nrinted, a wealth of additiocnal nformstion kas been gathered,
larzely through the recording of cbservations at monthiy
meetinrs and thanks are due to thosz who regularly record
thelr observations. Thanks are also due to Mr. $.J. Wilson
who 1ls keening the List un to Ssgte vn a card index system.

Tre third Annual Bird Rewort was glso nublished and sunmarlses
tre local activity in the fizld for the nast year,

The Tinancial position of the Zranch 1s holoing at
a steady level, the slizht incresse In the assets belng malnly
due to wrofits on the "Eandlist". It .s the nolicy of th
Committee to try to bulld the assets gradually to a positlon
where we can undertak%e small nmublications from our own funds.

The local commlttee has continued 1lts reguiar
meetings and as well as ccnsldering local activities, has
interested itself in the breader functions of the Union as a
whole. As a result, a Review Committee was furmed at the
1966 Congress to make recommendations to Counclil on nosslble
imnrovements in the organisation of the R.A.0.7, It is hoped
that their recomrnendations will eventually beneflt not only
the R.A4.C.TU., but the wnole state cf ornithology in Australis
generally.

Graeme Cha>man,
TRANCE SECHETARY.




A.C.T. BRANCH, ROYAL AUSTRALASTAN CORNITHOLOGISTS UNION

THIRD ANNUAL BIRD REPORT - 1968/867

INTRCDUCTION

In apite of every good intentlon, this report covering the
reriod from 1 July 1966 to 30 June 1867 is more than ususlly
delayed. T must accept all the blame and can only apologlse for
heing dilatory.

This year the contents of the annual report are similar to
those of previous years with systemgtic notes by 3.J. Wilson,
comnlled from observatlons by many members, and a report by R.
Gibson on the birds at the east end of Lake Burley Griffin,
continuing the observatlons by Brown and Gibason started a year
earlier. Tan Grant has contributed notes made over three years on
Mt. Pleasant and thus extends the scope of this report somewhat.
Tinally there 1s a brief summary of the birds noted on three visits
to the Gudgenby Valley during the year.

The critical reader will not find much of profound interest
in these records and may indeed be disappeointed with their
Incomoleteness. However, they form a fairly comprehensive record
of the A.C.T. birds during the year and may in the fubture be found
to be of more than passing interest. Moreover, a comparison can be
made between the more systematlc recording carried out by Messrs.
Grant and Glbson {or even the records from the BRlack Mt. area in
the Jystematlc Notes) and the generally more scattered and c asusl
records which form a large psrt of the Systematlc Nobtes. There l1s
no doubt that the former provides a much better idea of the status
of local birds and emphaslizes the value of regular systematic
observations of all specles in cone area, as opposed to the casual
records of the less usual birds gathered by vislting many different
places. Admittedly, the local distribution of many species poses a
special problem, but we know so little about the occurrence and
fluctuation of even the commonest virds that there 1s no substitute
yet for regular detalled recording in the same area throughout the
yaar.

T would therefore urge those who are seriously interested
in econtributing to the knowledge of our local avifauna to do
just that - choose an area of about 200 acres and walk round it as
regularly as possible and not less than twice a month, recording
in detail all the specles seen on each visit with some Ilndication
of numbers and behaviour. WNet only will thls method provide a
much clearer idea of the changes in the birds of the area, but the
results will be much easler %o analyse than the casual records put
in the (Ohbservations Book at our monthly meetings.

3. Marchant,
3lst January, 1968. EDITOR




SYSTEMATIC NOTES

lst July, 1366 to 30th June, 1967

by

3. J. Wilson

The following notes have been compliled from observations
recorded by many people. It 1is impossible to acknowledge all
contributions, but B. Baker, M. Clayton, J. McNaughton and A. Stokes
have certsinly nrovided the bulk of the notes. Regular observations
were glso made by S. Marchant in an area on the west side of
Black Mt. outside the woodland. Where agppropriaste, these have been
included after the nrefix BM in order to conserve space.

The list only includes those notes on waterbirds which
gunnlement R. Gibson's records elsewnere in this report.

Records which at present must be regarded as doubtful by
reason of either incompleteness or unususlness are bracketted.
Brackets are also put around the records for those species whilch
nrobably escaned from cantivity.

As these records refer solely to the twelve monthsquoted sbove,
the year has been omitted throughout in order to save g ace. Tor the
game reason, common resident specles for which there were no
slgnificant or unusual notes, are merely listed at the end. It may
be assumed that there were no records at all during the year for
other specles on the A.C.T. list which are not included in the
systematic notes or in the list.

SYSTEMATIC LIST

Brown Quall One Wells Stgtion, =23rd April.

Painted Quail BM - fairly regular in amall numbers.
(Peaveful Dove Single bnirds O'Connor, 2nd Nov., 24th March).
(Diamond Dove One, C'Connor, 2nd to 5th Dec., attracted by

aviary birds).

Common Bronzewing Regular in small numbers in the Hanges and
round Black Mt. One Telopea Park, 16th March.

Brush Brongzewing Single birds four times New Chum's Road
between 8th Oct. and 29th April.

Crested Pligeon 8ix Ginninderra in March.

Banded Landrail One, Molenglo River Flats, 2Zlst December.

Great Crested (Grebe One, Yarralumla Bay, 15th April.




Pied Cormorant

Marsh Tern

Banded Plover

Systematic List {(Contd.)

One, 2nd July, Two 16th Oct., One, Sth
April, Molonglq River Plats.

(ne, Lake George, 17th June.

Elght, Molongle Rlver Flats, 20th November.
Two, Gungahlin, 6th Gune. One, Lake George,
12th May. 22 and 21, Bungendore, 25th April
and 17th June respectively.

Double-banded Dotterel Four, Lake George, 9th April.

Red-capped Dotterel

One, Lake George, 25th April.

Black-fronted Dotterel Four and ten, Lake George, 22nd and

White-headed Stilt

Curlew Sandpiper

Red-necked Stint

25th April.

Pair with flying young, Lake CGeorge, llth

March. One young taken by Whistling Kite when
flying low over water.

Six, Lake Bathurat, early December.

8ix, Lake Bathurst, early December.
Four, Lake George, 9th April.

Sharp=-tgiled Ssndpiper About 50, Lake Bathurst, early Dec.

Japanese Snipe

Glossy Ibis

Nankeen Night Heron

Chestnut Tesal

Pink-eared Duck

Freckled Duck

{Rlue-billed Duck

Australian Goshawk

Collared Sparrowhawk

Two, Lake George, @th April.
One Wells Statlion, Z8th Septemhber.
One, Unlverslty area, 3rd December.
™wc, Molonglo River Flats, 4th February.
One, Yowanl Golf Club, 3rd August.
One, O'Connor, 29th July.

Lake George - Two, 2nd January; PFlve, 22nd
April; at least ten, Z25th May.

Two, Uriarra, 20th August. Mgny, Lake George,
9th September. More than forty, <25th April.

Six, Lgke George, B8th September.

Twe, Molongle River Flats, @& d July. First
ACT record,)

Nested, BM, Gungahlin, Geary's Gap.

One, O'Connor, 16th Sept., Cne, Eelconnen,

17th Sept., probably bred Forrest area as

pair seen lst Nov. and adult with prey 3rd

Dec. Female chasling Pied Currawongs and
behaving as i1f wi th nest, Lees Creek, llth Feb.




Systematic List (Contd.)

Little Eagle BM - Bred, regularly seen 17th Sept. to
18th Feb. but not later.
¥hite-breasted Sea-Bagle Single birds or palr, Lake George,
24th Sept., 4th Nov., 22nd April,
17th June.
Blaclk Xite One, Lyneham, 23rd January.
Little Falcon BM ~ bred, pair regularly seen from 22nd Oct.

to 3rd March. Birds especially p ominent after
three young fledged.

(Grey Falcon Cne, Belconnen, 18th Jgnuary.)

Peregrine Falcon Singly, Lyneham - 0O'Connor, 16th, 19th Sept.
Bred Lake George 3ept. - (ct.
Singly, Russell E1l1l, 20th April, 10th May.

Black Fslcon One, O'Connor, 1llth Jan. One, Russell Hill,
gth Feb.
Dookook Owl Two, O'Ceonnor, 26th August. Regular in Deskin

22nd Feb. to 17th March, agaln 19th aApril.
Regular Few Chum's Road and Lee's Creek from
24 th }u‘IaI’ Ch L]

(Rainbow Lorikeet One, Lyneham, 28th June).

Little Torikeet Twice In July, Hackett and Griffith, Once Iin
Sept. Wells Station. Falrly regular, Belconnen =
0'Connor, 5th December to 18th Feb, and
Narrabundah, 1llth Dec., 15th January.

Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo Regular in Ranges from 28 th January
to 29th April.

Gang-Gang Cockatoo Common about Canberra till 27th November when
flock of 13 still in University area. TDew
records then till Z5th February, after which
increasingly common in flocks. Common In
Ranges in summer.

White Cockatoo BM - usual in amall numbers (two to eight)
25th Sept. to 1laoth Dec., flocks (25) first
noted 14th January andthen in larger numbers
with pgrties up to 45 for rest of year.

{Major Mitchell Cockatoo Single oirds, Red Hill, and in suburbs,
8th Aupgust and 18th February.)

{(Cockatiel One or two, Lyneham, falrly regularly from
&th July to 1llth August. Four, O'Connor,
2lst Oct., One, Weetangera, 5th June.)

Superb Parrot One, Bungendore, 24tk Sept., Single birds,
Hall, 5th Nov., 10th, 1llth December.




King Parrot

{Ring-Necked Parrot

Rad-RPacked Parrot

{(Blue-Bonnet

Budgerygezah

Tawny PFrogmouth

Owle t-Nightiar

Dollar-Bird

Sacred Kingfisher

Rainbow-Bird

Sprine-tailed 3wift

Pallid Cuckoo

FPan-talled Cuckoo

Brush Cuckco

Horsfield Bronze-Cuckoo

Systematic List (Conttd.)}

Recorded in Canberra {Manuka, Griffith, Braddon)
only on 23rd to 3lst July, 1lth September.:

In Ranges on 20th August, 19th November, 1lth
FPebruary.
27th June. )

One, Campbell,

Regular. e.g. Acton and Black Mt.

but never BM.

Peninsula,

(ne, Campbell, 1lth November, 6th December.
Probably northern form on photographic evidence.)

Four green birds on outskirts of Canberra,
21st, 22nd October.

Roosted corner Weetangera Road - Dryandra Street,
Ot'Connor, until 14th July. Few records, 12th
Octeber to 25th December, BM and Belconnen,

Including one nest. One, Federal Golf Course,
7th May.
One, lower Leefs Creek, Sth Dec.: & 23rd January.

One, Uriarra, 6th May.

Regular and falrly common breeder from 13th
October. Last report, Curtin, lst May.
First record, 1lst Cctober; last, 1st April.
BM ~ regular,
breeding.

19th November to 18th February,

Pive occurrences between 5th Jan. and 1%th April,
over Canberrsg and once at New Chum's Road-.

BM - Regular 10th Sept. to 15th Dec. Elsewhere
three later records, 30th Dec., 17th, 21lst Jan.
and last record, Red Hill, 9th February.
Parasitism of Yellow-faced Honeyeater and young
gseen being fed by Black-faced Cuckoco Shrike,
Leaden Flycatcher, Rufous Whistler.

and then
BRotanical

15th Cct.
Juvenile,

First record in Ranges,
regular till 1lst April.
gardens, 16th April.

BM - noted, l12th Nov. to 18th

March.

usually by csll,

28th August; last,4th March.

First record,

Golden Bronze-Cuckoo

Pirst record, 28th September. (Palr Rufous
Whistlers recorded feeding a young Bronze Cuckoco
(sp. indet.) 25th January, which seems extra-
ordinary.)

More than 30, Cotter Reserve, 15th May.



Systematlc List (Cont'd.)

Channel-billed Cuckoo One, Lake George, 26th November.

Tree Martin

Falry Martin

Grey Fanitall

Rufous Fantall

Leaden Flycatcher

Satin Plycatcher

Restless PFlycatcher

First report, 10th August. BM - flocks during
August and September, then few birds (4-6),
probably breeding, till lgst 4th February.

- Flrst record, 6th September, not recorded after

25th January.

Bl - first record, 1i0th September, quickly
Increasing to common by 24th September;
bred abundantly; last record, 13th May.

Flrst record, 18th September; last, 5th May.
411 in Ranges except once (15%h April) in
Botanical Gardens.

First record, 18th September; 1last (BM)},
12th March.

Four records in Ranges from 26th November to
11th February.

Bred Belconnen, January. Single birds, Lyons,
Pine Island, Wells Station, Lake George, Federal
Golf Course in Cctober, April, May.

3lack-faced Flycatcher One accidentally killed, Curtin, 28t%th

Jacky Winter

Scarlet Robin

Flgme Robin

Pink Robiln

Rose Robin

Hooded Robin

March. Now is CSIRO co¢llection.

One, Belconnen, 19th December. Also at Lake
George, 17th June.

BM -~ at legst two palirs bred, present, <4th
Sept. to 3rd December, then no records to 13th
Pebruary, after which regular in small numbers
(2=6).

Bred BM, Mt. Pleasant. BM - regular (1~-2 palrs)
24th Sentember %o 18th November, nc later records.
At Lake George, 17%th June.

One, New Chum's Road, 20th August. Male, Uriarra,
25th September. (Female, Mt. Franklin, 1llth Dec.,
unusually late).

Single birds, Belconnen, Botanical Gardens, 17th,
19th September, lst October. Rather plentiful in
Ranges, 15th, 19th October and until 8th April.

BM - resident, 3-4 breeding palrs. Also recorded
Botanical Gardens, Belconnen, Pine Island, Tharwa.

Southern Yellow Hobln Perhaps less common In the Ranges. Some on

Black Mt. throughout year, but rarely outside
dry scleroohyll.



Golden Whiatlar

Rufous Whistler

Egstern Shrike-Tit

Systematic List (Cont'd.)

Recorded, Belconnen, Botanical Gardens, Walls
Station up to 25th September. BM - first
appeared 18th March, then regular in small
nunbers (1-3 all female or juvenile).

Male, Griffith, 2nd August. BM - first record,
17th September, increagsed to 12 plus singing males
by 8th Cctober; bred throughout area; last
record, 22nd Aoril. HKecorded regularly in small
niumbers in Canberra till end of June.

"Recorded (1-3) in Ranges in all months except

July, September, May and June. BM - not recorded
after 6th Wovember. Also Belconnen - OfConnor
from November to February, and in June. Lgke
George, 9th April.

Black-faced Cuckoo-Shrlke Some present throughout year. BM -

Clecada-bird

White-winged Triller

Spotted Quall-Thrush

Grey-crowned Babbler

White-fronted Chat

obvicus influx of parties of 6, 7, 3, on 24th,
25th September, 30th October: 2=3 palrs bred:
parties of 6 agaliln 12th March, 3th April,
probably moving north. No records after 29th
April.

Noted 28th, 30th Jgn., 1lth Feb., 6th May on
dry ridges on slopes of the Ranges.

First record 13th October, last, 23rd April.
BM - first male, 12th November, about four
breeding vairs. Last plumaged male, 22nd Jan.
Last record, 18th February.
Two, Swamp Creek, lst May.
Four (plus one dead in nest) Ginninderra, 4th Feb.

Bred Nerang Pool, Sept-0Oct. A few later sightings
in young pines along Parkes Way till December.

White-thrcated Warbler First report, 6th September. BM - 6/7 breeding

flegtern Warbler

Brown Weeblll

Eas tern Whiteface

Little Thornbill

pairs, last bird in area, 13th May.

First report 17th September. BM - fewer
breeding pairs than 1965/66. Last record 25th
February. One, Russell Eill, 7th April.

BM - two pairs breeding. First appesrance in
arega in last three years.

Relconnen in fleocks up to 20, 17th September to
5th December. BM - 1-2 palrs regular.

A few birds {1-6) occaslionally seen in August,
September, March in Lyneham, Belconnen, Mt. Mugga.
Quite regular, June, Monara Crescent, Griffith.
Lake George, l7th April.



Systematlc List (Cont'd.)

White-browed Scrub-Wren Two, Botanical Gardens, 15th April.

Speckled Warbler BM - up to 8 regular throughout year. Also
recorded August to February, Belconnen, 0O'Connor,
Deakin, _

Brown Songlark Single blrds, Gundaroo, 1&th December; Lake
Burley Griffin 2lst December; Urlarra 3lst
Decenmber,

Rufous Songlark {One, 22nd August). Local summer resident,

e.zg. along Cotter Road.

Reed Warbler One, Porrest, 30th September.

Dusky Woocd-Swallow First report, 10th September; last, 13th June,
but only three records (1-4} after 23rd April.
BM - flocks (20-40) from 10th to 25th September,
2-3 pairs settled and bred, adults and young
flocked (10-20) from 4th to 18th PFebruary;
last record, 4th March.

Orange-winged Sltella BM - at least twc groups bred, bullding
first, 24th September. Fleocks up to 20 formed
from 12th March onwards. Also regular, Belconnen,
27th "August to 4th March.

Brown Tree-creeper. Locally resident in some numbers, e.g. BM, Rifle
Range.

Red-browed Tree-creeper Single birds, Lee's Creek and New Chum's
Hoad between 25th Jan. and &th May.

Mlstletoe-Bird Records, O'Connor, Casuarina 3ands, Lee's Creek
and New Chum's Rocad from 19th Nov. to 1l0th May.
BM - 23rd Oct. to 22Z2nd Jaruary.

Pardolotes There were no significant notes for different
specles, but it 1s worth recording that very
large active flocks of pardalotes were in the
Black Mt. area from 25th Feb. to 27th May, but
not at other tiries of the year in flecks. DBoth
spotted and "Striated" specles occurred in the
flocks but detalled identification wgs not
attempted.

White-naned Honeyeater Common in the Ranges to the end of June.
BM - obvious passage often in large numbers
10th Sevt. to 20tk Nov., mainly B, W, or S.
Passage agd n in flocks from 29th April, N & NW.

Rrown-headed Honeyeater EM - regular in small numbers till 29th
April, then as larger parties up to 20. Also
recorded New Chum's Road, 4th February,

Lake George, 22nd to 25th April.




Eastern Spinebill

Regent Honeyeater

Fuccous Honeyeater

Systematic List (Conttd.)

BM - single birds occasionally to 5th Nov.
and after 13th May.

Regular, O!Connor-Belconnen, l1l2th Dec. to
10th Jan., unsuccessful breeding attempt by
one palilr.

BM - abundant passage, 28th August to 4th Oct.,
one, 9th Oct., one, 15th April.

Yellow-faced Honeyeater BM - strong passsage iIn all directions from

10th Sept. to 9th Oct., eastward movement also
6th Nov. 3=4 palirs bred. Good passage, E, W,
and N, from 8th to 29th April. A few birds
remained for rest of year. Numbers in Ranges
appeared low.

White-eared Honeyeater BM - common till 17th Sept., then dwindling

to last bird, 16th Oct. Reappeared 18th April
and remained common.

Yellow-tufted Honeyeater One Gungahlin, 15th July, one Botanical

Gardens, 13%h August.

White-plumed Honeyeater Locally common, e.g. Black Mt. Peninsula.

Crescent Honeyeater

BM - One, llth February.

Regularly recorded in Ranges throughout year.
Cnly Canberra records, £-10 birds, Botanlcal
Gardens, 13th, Zlst August, 18%th Sept.

New Heolland Honeyveater BM - One, 1l5th Jan. One, Botanical Gardens,

Nolsy Mliner

Little Wattle-Bird

Red Wattle-Bird

Noisy Friar-Bird

Piplt

Diamond Firetaill

13th August.

BM - One, 15th Jan., but resident colonles Mt.
Mugga, Hackett and elsewhere.

Singly, OfConnor, 28th Sevt., 13%h Cct. Three,
Lake George, 17th June.

Common in Canberra parks, breeding, but no
records, BM.

One, O!'Connor, 10th July, regular from 12th
Sept. to 21lst May with a few birds 1n Farrest
area till end of Jwue. BM - NW passage (7 birds)
9th Oct., then regular, 2-3 breeding pairs, last
in area 29th Arnril.

BM - 1l=2 regular, much less common than two
previous years. Regular elsewhere, e.g. around
Lake Burley Griffln.

Regular from 24th Aug. tc 24th May at Rifle Range,
Belconnen, Federal Golf Course and Deakin.

BM - two 17th Sept., 8th Oct. TUp te 10 regular
from l4th January, breeding.




Zebra Finch

Double~bar Finch

Red-browed Finch

Olive-hacked Oriole

Pled Currawong

Grey Currawong

Gray Butcher-blrd

Pled Butcher-bipg

Indian Turtlie Dove

Greenfinch

Pheasant

Systematic List (Cont'd.)

Small breeding population, Regaita Pt. Also
recorded Lyneham, Belconnen, Molonglo River Plats.

BM - First noted 12th Nov., becoming regulsar,
breeding, then flocking {(25th Feb.) and dwindling
te 8 end of June. '

BM - scarce (l-4) 29th Oct. to llth Feb. Bred
Blundell's Creek, Feb., and recorded Lee's Creek,
24th March. Alsc one Botancial Gardens, lst Oct.,
Two, Yarralumls Bay, 15th May, Six, PFederal Golf
Course, 27th May.

One, Mt., Pleasant, 1llth Sept., Two, Wells Station,
25th Sept., One, 7th April.

Bred, Melbourne Avenue.

BM - One palr regular. Also recorded Wells
Station, Weetangera Road, Aranda, C'Connor.

Larger numbers (3-6) Lee's Creek in Harch.

New Chum's Road - 1-3 regular.

One, Gudgenby, 25th March. Two, Lee's Creek, 6th May.
One, Yowami Golf Course. IFirst ACTrecord.

One, Gungahlin, 30th Oct. One, Braddon,'15th June.
Two, Griffith, 15th Aug., two adults and four
juveniles Northbourne Oval late August. Two adults
and three juveniles, Ainslle Oval, 14th March.

One killed {'Connor, 12th June. Not recently
escaped as judged from stomach contents.

List of resident binds f or which there were no signlficant notes:

Wonga Plgeon
White-faced Heron
Brown Falcon
Nankeen Kestrel
Galah

Crimson Rosgella
Eastern Rosells
Laughing Kookaburra
Superb Lyrebird
Welcome Swallow
Willie Wagtall
Qlive Whistler
Grey Shrike-Thrush
Magple-Lark
Eastern Whipbird
Ground-Thrush
Striated Thornbill

Brown Thornbill
Buff-tailed Thornbill
Yellow-tailed Thornbill
Pllot-bird

Superb Blue Wren
White-thrcated Tree-creeper
Silvereye

Satin Bower-bird

Raven

Little Raven
White-winged Chough
Rlack-backed Magpile
Blackbird

House Sparrow
Goldfinch

Skylark

Starling



SURVEY OF MOLONGLO RIVER FLATS

(July, 1966 to June, 1967 inclusive)

by R. Gibson

This report is of the second annual survey of the area at the east
end of Lake Burley Griffin. The area covered and the route followed
were the sgame as those previously described (see Brown and Gibson,
Second Annual Blrd Renort, 1965-88, ACT Branch, RACU). ©Nineteen
visits to the area were made diring the year as follows:

2, 16, 30 July 12, & February
8 GSeptember 4, 28 March

2, 16, 23 Octobar 16, 30 April

6 November 9, 27 May

10 December 18 June

10 January

SYSTEMATIC NOTES

Stubble Quail 1«10 regularly, July to Jan. Less regularly March
to May. None, Feb. and June.

Brown Quall Three, 16th October.

Snotted Crake One, 2Znd Cctober.

Dusky Moorhen 5-23 regularly throughout the year. Numbers lowest
Nove. to Jan. 1Increase from 4 in March to 23 in May,
but dropped to 9 in June. Downy young In January.

Eastern Swamphen 3-8 from July to September. None, 2nd QOct.
1-20 from 23rd QOct. to end of June, with max. 28 Mgrch.
Bred.

Coot 10-39 from July to Oct., decreasing to 8 on 23rd Oct.
and l-4 from Dec. to Feb. Increase from 28th March
(6) to 28 on 18th June.

Little Grebe 26 on 2nd July, decreasing teo nil iIn October. 2 on Z6%th
February, 5 on 28th March, increagsing to 21 In June.

Hoary-headed Grebe Numbers fluctuated considerably. Maximum 118 on
Z0th July and generally more numerous (20-40)} from
August to December. Less Common (2-23) afterwards.

Little Black Cormorant Incressed from 18 in July to 28 on 2nd 0Oct.
Then decreased to cne In Jan., none in Feb. 5«9
afterwards with sharp increase to 40 In 18th June.

Little Pied Cormorant Irregular (7=50) from July to October. None
in November, but then increased tc 33 in March. 26=37
present till 27th May, only 13 on 18th June.




Systematic Notes (Contd.)

Darter ?ingly in July and Sept. ©None till March, afterwards
"’59
Pelican One in July increasing to 60 on 10th Dec., 10 in Jan.,

23 1n Peb., and March, decreased to 8 on 2th March and
Increased to 18 on 18th June.

Marsh Tern Ten in breeding plumage, 10th Januarmy .

Silver Gull Common (39-77) from Sept. to Nov. 1-7 regularly
afterwards.

Snhur-winged Plover Regular but variable (5-70), with 60=70 constant
frem Dec. to February.

Rlack-fronted Dotterel 1-8 from July to Dec., Two 26th Feb., Five
9th April, Two, 27th May.

White-headed 3tilt Two, 23rd October, lOth December, 12th February.

Wood Sandpiper.One, 23rd Oct., Two, 6th November.

Sharp-tailled Sandpiper 3~45 between 8th Sept. and 10th Dec., maximum
leth October.

Japanese Snipae 2=3 between 8th Sept. and &th November.

Glossy Ibls Cne, 12th February.

White Ibls Falrly regular in fluctuating numbers (1-17), but
more common (9-17) from Oct., to Decembar.

Straw-necked Ibls 5=22 regularly July to Sept. Less regular but more
variable (1-55) after November, maximum on l0th Dec.

Royal Spoonbill Regular (1-5) from 10th Dec. to 9th April.

Yellow-bllled Spoeonbill 4 few {1-7)} ilrregularly throughout year.

White Egret 1-4 usually present from July to Dec. 1-6 regularly
present from 30th March to 27th May.

White-faced Heron  Regularly noted except on 2nd COct. $-9 from Dec.
fo March. 2~4 for rest of year.

White-necked Heron  One, lZth and 26th February.

Nankeen Night Heron 1-20 (max. 16th Cct.) during October.

wood Duck 28 on 2nd July. Regular from Nov., increasing to 174
by Feb., generally large numbers afterwards (90-300)
with maximum cof 319 on 27th May.

Black Swan About 40 in July, decreasing to 2 on 23rd Oct. None In
Wov., but 1-10 regular afterwards increasing to 24 on
18th June.




Systematic Notes (Contd. )}

Mountain Duck 1-9 usually present after September.

Black Duck Always prewent: 400 in July, decreasing to 140-200 in
Ogt. and Yov. 100-300 generally after January. Bred.

Chestnut Teal 2-10 from 12th Feb. to Sth May (maximum 12th Feb.)

Grey Teal Always present in fluctuating numbers. Generally more
common {70-180) in July to Sept. and after April.
Sunmer MNumbers 4-52,

Blue-winged Shoveler 2=7 regularly from 16th July to Nov., and 5-19
regularly after April. Fewer (2=4) from Dec. to March.

Plnk-egred Duck One, Znd July.

White-evyed Duek A few {1-2) on 30th July and 8th Sept. 2-7 regular
from 10th Dec. to 4th March, 1-6 regularly after
30th April,

Musk Duck Two, 16th July, one, <3rd October.

CCMHENTS

In spite of rather irregulgr visits, fluctuations in numbers noted
during 1965-66 seem to be confirmed. Moorhens, coots, the more

common ducks, cormeorants and grebes agaln increased after the breeding
season. There was probavly increased breeding of swamphens, mcorhens,
BElack Duck, Grey Teal, and some passerines (see below) which suggests
that the area is becoming a better breeding habitat. This tendency
could easily increase if the area is not disturbed.

There was no substantial rainfall in the last half of the pericd ami
this undoubtedly affected the occurrence of waders, mosily migrants,
wiich found no temporary pools to accommodate them. Probably as a
consequence no migrant waders were seen after November. The newly
opened sewage farm on the other side of the Pyshwlck-Duntroon road
may well provide a more sbtable habitat for such visitors and should
be regularly imvestigated from now on, but during the period under
review 1t was not vislted.

The other notable occurrence this year has been the colonisation of
the lake by pelicans which are now apvarently a regular, if not
permanent, component of the avifauna.

As this survey is »rimarlily an invesil gation into the waterblrds of
the lake, there is no need to go into details regarding other
species observed. It 1s, however, worthwhile listing briefly the
species of land birds encountered, in two calegorles, the common
residents and the less common visitors.




COMMENTS. (Ctd.)

Regsldent Specles of Land Birds

(R denotes proved breeding)

Black-shouldered Kite (1-4 rather irregularly)
Galah (falrly regular in flocks)

Welcome Swallow (falrly regular)

# Grey Fantall (along Molonglo River)

Willie Wagtail

® Magple-Lark

Little Grassbird

% Reed Warbler {(2nd Oct. to 16th April)
Cisticola (scarce, 1-3)

% Superb Blue Wren (more numberous than in 1965/66)
Australian Pipit

Australlian Raven

Black-backed Magple (one White-~backed 2nd 0Oct.)
% Blackbird

House Sparrow

® Goldfinch

Skylark

Starling

Occasional Visitors

Swamp Harrier. Singly July, 8th Sept., Z23rd Oct., Z21st Dec., 27th May.
Australlan Goshawk. Singly in July and from 1l2th Feb. to 16th April.

( two, 28th March).
Whistling Xlte. Two, 16%th July, singly, Oct., lrregular Feb. to June.
Tittle Falcon. Two in Feb. gnd March.
Peregrine Falcon. One, 5th March, two, 16th aApril.

Brown Falcon. Singly or in palrs from 30th April.
Nankeen Kestrel. One, 28%th March, One, 13th June.
Barn Owl. One roosted iIn hollow tree during July.

Sacred Kingfisher. 1-3 from 2nd Oct. to 6th Nov., and from z6th Feb.
to 28th March.

Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo. Three on 16th July.

Gang Gang Cockatoo. Three, 18th June.

Laughing Xookaburra. Occasional.

Tree Martin. September and October.
Fairy Martin. 2nd (October.
Flame Robln. July and October.

Rufous Whistler. 6th Nov. and 10th December.

Black-faced Cuckoo-Shrike. 23rd October.

White-fronted Chat. ™wo, 2nd July, Two, 30th April.

Yallow-tailed Thornbill. Present 16th Aprll, 9th May.

White-browed Scrub-Wren. Occasional along Molonglo, perhaps overlooked.

Srnotted Pardalote. Irregular along Molonglo April and May.

Yellow-Taced Honeyeater. Flocks of 40 or less glong Mclonglo October
and Kovember. A Few 1ln March.

Nolgy Friar=-blird. 23rd October.




THE BIRDS OF MT. PLEASANT, CANBERRA

by
Tan Grant

IETRODUCTI ON

From February, 1964 to December, 1968 an attempt wgs made to determine
the status of all birds occurring on Mt. Pleasant, Canberra, A.C.T.
The ares started behind Russell Offices and ran around the hill, belng
less than 200 yards wide on the southern and eastern slopes but
boradening to 3-500 yards on the northern and western sides. The
vegetation is eucalypt woodland, the trees tending to be more dense

on the steeper eastern and southern slopes, but has been greatly
modified. 1In places the fitrees have been thinned out, tracks are
numerous, and some rubbish has been dumped. Introduced thorny bushes
form g fairly dnese undergrowth in places on the = uthern and

eastern slopes, but most of the area has no shrubs except for

lzolated thickets of acacia.

Most observations were made in the lunch hour wn ich limlited the area
which could be covered. 'The aim was to walk round the wh ole area, but
this was achieved on only about half the visits. During the colder
months 1t became clear that nearly all the Dirds in the area

collected together and once hils group was found, 1t was rare to find
more than one or two birds elsewhere. When the breeding season began,
birds were missed 1f the whole area was not covered. In the hot

months the blrds ftended to be Inactlve at midday when most ocbservations
were made and the small numbers noted suggested that many were missed.

Visits were not regular throughout the three years, but were made as
follows:-

6th Feb. 1964 to 26th July, 1964 15 wvisits, incomplete records.
27th July 1964 to 2lst Oct., 1965 131 visits, comple te records.
6th Dec. 1965 o 19th Dec., 1965 6 visits, by another observer,

incomple te r ecords.

20th Dec. 19605 to 5th June, 1966 No visits.
6th June 1968 to 9th Dec., 192€6 35 vislis, complete records.

SPECIES LIST

The arrangement of the following notes is in the order of "A Fileld-
Tist &f the Birds of Canberra and Plstrict".

Palnted Quail Rare visitor. Five birds lst May, 1964. A single
bird almost certainly this species 12th Dec. 1965

Common Bronzewlng. Tncertain. Only noted at the end of the survey.
One early Nov., two end Nov., and one early Dec. 196&.

Nankeen Night Heron. Rare visitor. One rcosting in eucalypt
overlooking Molonglo 12th Oct., 1965.

Australlan Goshawk. Rare visitor. Female, 16th Jsanuary, 1965.




Specles List. (Contd.)

Collared Sparrowhawk. Rare vlisitor. Single msles Peb. 1965, Nov.'66.

Little Eagle. Rare visitor. Slngle birds, April, July, 1965.

Little Falcon. Rare visitor. 3ingle blrds, July, August, 1964.

Peregrene Falcon. ‘Rare vlsitor. Two birds, apparently immature,
four times Dec. 1964, Jan. 1965. One, Aug.l965,

Nankeen Kestrel. Rare visitor. One or two birds four t imes Dec.'E5,

Gang-Gang Cockatoos, Uncertain. One, May 1964, five on twoc occasions
July, 1964. ©No further records till two, June 1966
and In Auvugust 1966,

Galah., Uncertalin. Two, 16th July 1965, Two 12th Oct. 1965,

Crimson Rosells. Uncertaln. Once, Feb. 1964, then many records in
flocks up to eight between July and COct. 1964. Then
only a few records in Feb., April, Oect. 1965, June,
July 19686,

Eastern Rosella. Uncertain. Recorded Oct. 1964 to Feb. 1965, Oct.1965
June, QOct., Nov. 1966. There was only one record
be tween March and Sept. during the three years and
probald y the specles only appeared to breed. The
Starlings and Hosellas disputed a breeding hole and
the starlings won.

Dpllar-Bird. Seasonal visitor. Recorded between mid-0ct. and
mid-March each year.

Laughlng Kooksburra. Resident. Up to four birds regular.

Sacred Kingfisher. Seasonal visitor. A few records in early April,
Cct. and Nov. 1984, PFeb. 1965, Nov. and Dec. 1966,

Ralnbow-Blrd. Uncertain. Three birds PFeb. 1964. Up to eight,
apparently trying to breed behind RMC, mid-0Oc¢t. to
mld-Dec. 1864. Again six In same place from mid-0Oct.
to mid-Nov. 1965, but no further records in spite of
many visits in Nov.-Dec. 1266,

Pallid Cuckoo. Segsonal visiteor. One or two recorded each yesar
between late Sept. and mid=November.

Forsfield Bronze-Cuckoo. Uncertain. Recorded TFeb. 1964, and mid-Cct.
1964 to late Feb. 18965, juveniles noted after late Dec.

Welcome Swallow. Uncertain. Flocks {(up to 20) for most of June 1865,
reducing through July to a few birds in late August.

Tree Martin. Uncertain. A flock in the last half of August, 1965
and first week Sepiemher.




Specles List. (Contd.)

Grey Fantall. Uncertain. Recorded in nesrly every month of the
survey, but very few records from May to Sept. 19685,
and from June to Oct. 1966. Juveniles in Jan.l965,
Nov.1966. Nests in Dec.1965, Oct.-Nov. 19646,

Rufous Fantall. Uncertaln. One early aApril, 1964, twoc late Oct.
1964, presumably both times on migration.

Willle Wagtall. TUncertaln. One, Feb. 1964, one again fairly
regularly from Jan. to Oct. 1965.

Leaden Flycatcher. Seasonal visitor. Each year regularly from
mid-0ct. to mid-Dec. Once early April, 1964 and a
few scattered records between Jan. and mid-March,
1965, Only females {or immatures) recorded in
Feb., March and April.

Scarlet Robln. Uncertain. Recorded each year between Febm ary
and mid-Sept. Unsuccessful nests begunlate August
1964 and 1965. Never recorded from mid-3ept. to Feb.

Flame Robin. Uncertain. Single oSirds or palrs, Feb., Aug., Sept.,
1964, Jan. 1965, all females or immatures. Up to
five May-June 1965, including two males. Two "brown"
birds Sept. 1965, palr, June, 1966. A pair nested
unsuccessfully late Sept. 1966, One male Oct. 1968,
one female, mid-Nov. 1968,

Rese Robin. Seasonal visitor. Two females Oct., 1964, palr eardd y
Sept. 1965, two females laste Aug.l966, appsrently on
spring migration.

Golden Whistler. Uncertain. Single birds, palrs or threes between
mid-March and early Dec. each year. After mid-Oct.
all records were for "female" birds. Some were
banded and dlsappeared, soon.to ber eplaced by other
unbanded birds.

Rufous Whistler. Seasonal vislitor. Regular from Sept. to mid-April
gach year. Nested mid-Nov. 1964.

Grey-Shrike-Thrush. Uncertain. Once Dec. 1964 and a few records
between late March and mid-Sept. 1965.

Magple-Lark. Uncertain. ©Cne, 12th Cct. 1965,

RPlack-faced Cuckoo-Shrike. Uncertain. All records were between mid-
Aug. and mid-March, except once mid-june, 1964, In
1964 and 1965 flocks of 5-6 were usual during Sept.
and early October. Later only one or twoc birds.
This pattern was less marked in 1966. Nests mid-Nov.
1964 and mid-Dec. 19865,

White-throated Warbler. Seasonal visitor. Regular from late Sept.
cach year to mid-March. Nests late Oct. 1964, Nov.
and Dec. 1965 and Oct.-Nov. 1l966.




Specles List. (Contd. )

Wes tern Warbler. Uncertain. Palr bred mid-Oct. te Dec. 1964.
palr flrst half Oct. 1985. Single bird singing
from late Sept. to la te Uctober, 196&.

Brown Weebill. Uncertain. Noted late Feb. 1964. May to July,
and Oct. 1966. June to Aug. and Nov. 1966. Flocks
in May and June, singly or in pairs at other times.

Eastern Whiteface. Rare visitor. One banded 24th July, 1965.

Striated Thornblll. Reslident. Flocks from Feb. to August, singly
or in palrs from Sept. and October. Few records
Nov. to Jan. Adults feeding young, 1l4th Feb. 1964.

2rown Thornblll. Uncertain. Singly or in pairs regularly till
Sept. 1965. Later only two records in Aug. and
Oct. 1966. Flock once recorded July, 1964. Bred
Sept. and Cctober, 1964.

Buff-tailed Thornbill. Resident. Regular in flocks April-August,
singly or in palrs at other times. Bred Sept.-0Oct.
1964 and 1966,

¥hite-browed Scrub-Wren. Uncertain. Only recorded July, Sept.,
Cct. and December {juveniles) 1964,

Spneckled Warbler. Uncertain. One or twe palrs regular 1964and
1965, No record after July, 1965,

Superb Blue Wren. Uncertain. Recorded Feb, 1964 and then regularly
from July 1964 to Feb. 1965. Later twc June, one
July and one October, 1965,

White-browed Wood-Swallow. Rare visitor. A flock, 2 st Nov. 1965,

Qrange-winged Sltella. Uncertain. Regular June to Nov., usually
nm flocks, but only two records between Dec. and May.
Bred Nov. 19865,

White-throated Tree-creeper. Seasonal visiter. Regular from Peb. to
August, but never at other times.

Mistletoe-Bird. Seasonal visitor. Regular from late Aug. to Feb.

Spotted Pardalote. Uncertain. Regular from April to Nov. Two 1n
February, 1965,

Yellow~tipped Pardalote. Uncertain. Regular in flocks from Aug. to
mid-sept. 1665 & from mid-July to mid-Aug.1966. No
other records.

Eas bern Striated Pardalote. Uncertain. All striped-crowned birds
w.tn red or orange wing spots were assumed to be this
species. legular from June to Cctober, common in
late July and August. Otherwise only two Feb., one
Anril, 1965;one Nov., one December, 1966

P




Specles List. (Contd.)

Eas tern Sllvereye. Uncertaln. Often recorded from Feb. 1964 to
June, 1965, but less frequently towards end of period.
Then only two Sept. 1865 and June, 1966.

White-naped Honeyeater. Uncertaln. Few records, all late August to
mild-Nov., and May to mid-June, presumably on migration.

Brown-headed Honeyeater. Rare visitor. Three times 1in flocks,
Augugt, 1964, June and August, 1965.

Eastern Spineblll. Uncertain. Falrly regular from July, 1964 to
mid-Sent. 1965. No later records.

Regent Honeyeater. Rare vigitor. Two flocks {about 20) 27th Feb.
1965 flying north.

Fuscous Honeveater. Rare visltor. Once, September, 19264.

Yellow=faced Honeyeater, Segsonal v isitor. All records between
mld-Sept. and Dec., and April and June. Commonly
In flocks and rarely staying in area.

Whita-eared Honeyeater. Seasonal visitor, All records between
early April and mid-Sept., always singly or in pairs.

Red-Wattle-Bird. Uncertain. Twice, July, 1964. Twice each July,
August, September, 1966.

Nolsy Friar-Bird. Seasongl visitor. Regular each year from late
Sept., to early Jan. Bred late Hov.=Dec.'55.Nov.'66.

Zebra Flnch. Uncertaln. TFlocks or small partles in Feb., May,
August, 1965, always in sth.~-eastern sector in thick
shrubberies.

Double-bar Finch. Uncertain. Freguent, usually In flocks. Bred PFeb.
Nov-Dec. 1964, Feb. 1965. Except for Feb. breedlng
rgcords, only recorded twice between Jan. and mid-June.

FEed-browed Finch. Uncertain. Regular late July & Aug. 1964. Also
Jan. to June, 1965. No other records.

Olive-backed Criole. Rare visitor. One mid-Sept., 1966.

Raven. Uncertain. Occasionally recorded throughout the
three years. Bred late Oct. and Nov. 1966.

Whi te-winged Chough. TUncertain. Recorded June and Aug. 1964. Regular
Oct. and early Nov. 1964, once with newly fledged young.
Only other reocrds March, Aug. 19695, Oct. 1966.

Pied Currawong. Uncertasin. One or two July, Aug., Oct., Dec. 1964;
May, June, July, 1965, July, 1966.

firey Currawong. Uncertain. One or two Aug, Oct. 1964, juvenlle Jan.
June, 1965, June, 1966,




Svecies List. (Contd. )

Black-backed Magple. Heslident. Several groups bred eary year.

Blackbird. Uncertaln. Regular in late July and Aug. 1964.
Occaslonal in Dec. 1964, Feb.{(juveniles) June, 1965.

Goldfinch. Resldent. Regular once or twice a month throughout
the three years. Bred late Oct. 13564.

Starling. Uncertain. A few from Oct. to Dec. 1964, two records
March, 1965. Bred October 1966.

DISCUSSICN,

The 73 specles recorded have been classified as follows:

{a] Resident - regularly recorded, mostly known to breed.
¢ Specles.
o) Seasonal visitor - recorded regularly during one or two
periods each year, l.e. summer vl sitors, winter

visitors, passage migrants. L2 Specles.

{c) Rare visltor - very few, even only one, record.
14 species.
{a) Uncertain. 41 species.

Inevitably, because of the usually short spells of observation at g
noor time of day and the interruptions to the survey, the status of
most spvecles in the area, category (d) above, was not established,
but it 1s surprising that these were well over half the total and
that in some specles what evidence there 1s pgoes against what was
sxpected. Also in gplte o7 the imperfections of the survey it is
still surprising that some common Canberra birds, e.g. Cang-Gang
Cockatoos, Wiliie Wagtail, Grey Shrike-Thrush, Magple-Lark, and

Red Wattle-Bird, were recorded so seldom; @md that others (White-~
throated Tree-creeper, Whlte-eared Honeyester) only cccurred in the
non-breeding season. This seems to polnt to a severe degree of
localization whkich 1s not easily explained.

Another point is that apparently severasl common speclies (Brown
Trhornbill, White-trowed Scrub-iiren, Speckled Warbler, Superb Blue
Wren, Silvereye, Eastern Splnebill, Blackbird) decreased significantly
during the period cor even disappeared entirely, whereas the Brown
Weebill increased greatly and seemed to be the only species to do so.
Then again the Buff and Yellow-tailed Thornbills (feeding on the
ground or in low vegetation like the Speckled Warbler, Blue Wren,
Brown Thornbill and Blackbird) seemed to remaln constant in numbers.
The Crimson Rosella decressed notably during the period and a slmilar
decrease afthe species was noted at Hackett.

Yo doubt these f luctuatlons which are outlined rather than firmly
established by the survey are connected with climatic varlations; and
during the three years of observation, it was, generally speaking,
unuzually dry in ACT. But even if the study settled few questions, it
may have been useful in showing not only how many problems of simple
occurrence and distribution there are in ACT, but also the value of
systematlc, and if possible, quantitative, observatlions ln one area as
g means of defining the problems In the first place, and perhaps
finally of solving some of them.




GUDGENBY SURVEY - 1968/87

by
S. Mgrchant

As a result of Murray Elliot's talk at the Branch meeting in July,
1966, an attempt was made to arrange regular vislts during the year
to the Gudgenby-Naas valleys about 50 miles south of Canberra. This
effort essentially falled and in the end, only three excurslons were
made on 2lst August, 29th October and 5th February.

The same route was followed each time; from Naas over into the
Gudgenby valley, along the Shonnon's Flat - Adaminaby Road as far as
the first turning to the right south of Naas Creek, and back by the
rough track up Naas Creek rejoining the main road near Gudgenby ltself
or close to the junction of Middle and Hospital Creeks. This route
was followed in elther direction with stops at the lower crossing of
YMaas Creek and north of Boboyan Flats., Observations were recorded
only on the loop from Gudgenby back to Gudgenby.

Although the observations made cannot be glorifled into a survey, it
may be worth briefly listing the specles seen, as follows:

2lst Aug. 23th Cct, 5th FPeb.

Snur-winged Plover
Japanese S3nipe

Black Duck

Austrglian Goshawk
Wedge<talled Eagle
Peregrine Falcon
MNankeen Hestrel
Gang-Gang Cocksatoo
White Cockatoo

Galah

Crimscn Rosellas
Kookaburra

Brush Cuckoo

Grey Fantall

Willie Wagtail

Secarlet Robin

Flame Robin

Grey Shrike-Thrush
Magnlie-Lark

Black-faced Cuckoo-Shrike
Strigted Thornbill
Buff-talled Thornbllil
Brown Thornbill
Whilte-browed Scrub-Wren
Write-throated Tree-creeper
Snotted Pardalote
Eastern Striated Pardalote
White-naned Honeyeater
Yellow-faced Honeyeater
White-eared Honeyester
Red Wattle-Bird
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Gudgenby Survey. (Contd.)

2lst Aug. 29th Oct. 5th Feb.

Pipit - - 6
RHaven - 1 c
Tled Currawong x 1 3
Grey Currawong X - -
White~backed Magple b4 30 2
Goldfinch - - 3
Starling - -

% present, numbers not noted.

= net recorded.

)1 disputed ldentity, possibly Pallid Cuckoo.
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