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A,C.T., BRANCH, ROTAL AUSTRALASIAN ORNITHOLQGISTS UNION

SBCORD ANNUAL RIRD RWPORT - 1365-£6

INTRODUCTION

Our second armuzl report covers the period from
1 July 1965 to 3C June 1966, Records and observatiouns
before and after those dates ars altogether disregarded
except In Mr. Judge's artiels which includes the month
of July 1966, This report is somewhat larzer than our
first effert but its most outstanding aspects are the
contributions by Gibson and Brown oz the birds on the
East end of Lake Burley Grifiin, and Ty Hr. Judge o=
the birds visiting his garden in Downer. Bven 1f the
content ¢f these articles may be trivial to sowe extent,
thelr inmportance lies in the demonstiration of the walue
of systemstic, regular and methodicslly recorded obser-
vations., This enable 5 precise statements tc be made
on the occurrence of the hrirds, which will be of grest
interest later, even if at the moment they do not seem
to mean very much. The discerning reader mzy note
that we are not yet at the stage when this sort of
precision can te iniroduced generslly into the system-—
atic notes compiled by 3.J. Wilson Irowm the observatioas
provided by many observers, where the information for
many specles is vague becauss observers simply will not
record exactly the date, place and numbers of tirds seen,
especially for common stecies. The individusal is not
well placed tc judge what iz of inferest and thus, if he
excludes sXact obgservations on common species we Uay
never know the position unless individuals take up the
study of specific aspeats. For instance, do we really
know anything like snough about the distribution and
behaviour of the commonest speciez in Canberra? Ferson-
ally I wouzld say not. Systematic and exact observations
by & number of observers in the city arsa would soon add
to our knowledge. 1 oan only hope that the exabple setd
by Messrs Judgs. Brown and Gibson will stimulate others
to take up methodiecal recording in local areas so that
our annual bird reports can go on developing in exactness
gnd value until we achieve a really first class local
report each year.

(S, MARCHANT)

54h October 1966

SYSTMATIC NOTES 1555-566

by
S, d. Wilson

The vericd covered is strictly from 1 July 1965
to 31 June 19466, and because there ls no oveylad, the year
has been ommitted from sll dates in the seguel. AT the
gtart of the period Canberra was sulfering Iroil 2 severe
drought and glthough there wore sole noderate spring ralins
the total for the year was 10 lncnes below average. For
the first half of 1964 the rainfall was still =2 little




ro

has anmdeoubtelliy o ffPLTcd birds
rig received 8411l

I, 1% is not usually
vizencs for a decline in

kelow averagses. Thi
in the A.C.T., but
genergliy lack prac
possivle te produce
nuabers of bhiris,

Most of tne sbservatlons have been provided by
the writer but E, Balksr, I. Ze® M, Clayton, I. Grant,
D. dJudge, J. McXearn, J. Kelzuzhion, 2. Teﬂyle—Watts and
Dr. G. var Tets have contributed subztantially and many
others too numerous to mentlun bzve malso provided notes.
Additional informaticin has heen *zden Ifrom cards
completed for the Nest Recors JCAQWe bf 5. Marchant.
Records for most specic q iz on Lake Burley
Griffin have been L mitt : Ther zacause these are
being dealt wilth elsewhers in *his report by Gibson and
Brown (q.v.). Similariy szec:e2s on the A.C.T. list for
which no records were received are also omitted.

Some spacisa gro i1 brackets{sguare
brackets, if the wyzewrliie run to such), following
the convention develaped o This indiecates that
the records, thouzh probab gannot yeot De accept-
ed for the A.C.T. In the carrots and finches
this is chiefiy because in zgen have almost

L

certainly escaped from o For the other species,
though the ocourrence 1is i oor even probable,
better descr¢fulcna or cssfd-; icn by nore than one
oheerver are needed because They are S0 uneXpected in
A.C.T. Howover 1t 1s uselul wake the records because
they could indicate the Tirst a.pezrances of “Wirds which
are establishirsg themselves here or extending their
range, znd could therefore ke most interesting in future,

5t end of Lake Burley
ry. Hinter status uncertain.

Stubble Quail . Reco
griffin in Janusry sar

nical Gardens in
Octuuer to iate
Yat less regularly

Painted Quail

December on
than in 1954,

Common Bronzewing., Regular on the ciiy side of Black Mt.
One or & wair seez interzitientiy from wid-October to
December on west side of Blacx It Also from the
Weetangera road and falriy rsguia from the Brindibhella
Ranges.

Brush Brouzewing . Two {one Tanied) at New Chum's Road

7 May : also noted there Dacember: three at Bushranger's

Creek 13 May.

Wonga Pigeon. Small numbers regurariy in the Ranges.

Crested Pigenno Renorted ia the north of the 4.C.T. 1n

Getober and March.

s

Marsh Crake. One on the norih-wzst shore of lake Burley

E]

Jriffin 11 Karch.

Coot., 3,300 counted (iwany more tresent) Lake George 24 May.

Littie Grebe. OFften on doms: Sres ai Urisrrs Hod. dn
Decembeazr,

great Crested Grete. qirld e an Lake George,




Black Cormorasnt. Cowmrgn on Lakes George and Bathurst.

Little Biazck Cormorant. Usually present on Lakes George
and Bathurst, but less common than last species.

irizy Griffin 31 January
swr and Glbson's records.

Pied Cormorant. Three on Lake B
gnd 6 Februsry, additionszl ta Br
Peligan. PFairly common on lake George. 14 flying over
Alnslie 6 May.

Givtson's records,

Marsh Tern., In addltien to Drowr anc
B tollcer and then
i)

Three or Lake Burley

Silver Gull. Always uresent orn Lakez Georzse and Bathurst,

Spur-winged Plover. Always presen t near Lake Burley Grif-
fin. Nested unsac:essfully at C1 > Swimming Pool:
younhg near ¥ing'e Ave. Bridage In Fe“rudrv ‘Tharing the
verv 4dry season watared lawns ware o great attraction

for this species.

Banded Plover, Pour sesr Governmeni House 17 October:
5180 near Ur¢a rrz H.3. game day. Non-fiying young near
King's Ave., Bridge 24 Februzry.

Black-fronted Dotterel. Smell numbers along rivers and
by lakxes throughout the year,

White-headed Stilt., Recorded st Lake George from August
TG April,

Common Sandpiper. On

e cania Inlet, Loke Burley
Griffin 11 Janusry: Tfirst A

C.7. record.

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper. Ses=. sl Lake George 27 August.
X i =

Glossy Ibis. Twelve at Leke George 25 October.

Royal Spoonbili., Ome throughout Dctober at sast end of
Teke Burley Griffin. in addisicn to Brown and Gibson's
records.

Southern Stone-Curlew, One Balmain Crescent, Acton
6 November.

Brolgs. One reported by Mr. M. Tyrell near Government

Houge in August or September.

Wood Duck. Common on dams and usually at Lakes George
and Bathorst.

Black Swan. Common on Lakes George and Bathurst.

Plumed Tree-Duch. Nine wild birds joined captive birds
at Gungshiin 6 to 14 Aprril: first A.C.T. record.

Mountain Duck. More common on Lazes George and Bathurst
than on Lake Burley Sriffin.

rad at Sullivan's Creek
an in 1964, All dis-
igd to the area.

Black Duck. Young first spu
7T Novembper, but fewer oroods wh
apveared when wesdleile waeg abl-

Ches<nut Teal. Recorded at Lake George 27 August.




Grey Teal. Always uvresent on Lakes George and Bathurst.

Blue-winged Shoveler., Small numbers occasionazl on
Lakes Georgs and Dathurst.

Pink-eared Duck. Probanly over 1,000 on Lake George
in May.

Freckled Duck. Four on Yarrslumls purt of Lake Burley
Griffin 6 Ceotober: four nzar Duntroon in November.

v

Musk Tueck. One or two regular on e Molonglo near
fake Burley Griffiri: one or a dam at Glanindera 25
October.

¥]

Swamp Harrier. PFirst record for season gt Yarralumla
6 Qchober.

Brown Goshawk. Single birds seen at all seasons: bred
successiully west side Black Kt.

Collared Sparrcwhawl. Oue aead in Turner in May.

Wedge-tailed Bagle., Widely spread in smzll numbers.

Little Bagie. OQcczslonal records, particularly at
Lake George.

White-breagted Sea—Fazle . One ilmmature twice at
Lake George in March.

Whistling FBagle., Fairly rezular througnout the srea.

1

r

Black-shouldered Kit Farrly regular round Russell
“r

=
Offices, Anzac Parade and Yarralumla Creek area.

Little Palcon., ©Occasional 1n most areas: one New
Chhum's Road 24 April.

Peregrine Falcon., & few records throughout the year.

Black Palcon., One near Curtin, one Black Mt. Peninsula
Tn Mzrch: first A.C.T. rescord.

Nankeen Kestrel. Usual near the City and in other
suitablie habitats.

Boobook Owl. No calling noted at Lee's Creek or New
Chum's Roac. One zt Bullfz Head 12 February.

Winking Owl. One at Lake George 27 August.

Powerful Owl. Three sightings at DLee's Creek between
¥ ana 22 danuary., one of these being of an adult‘w1th
two young: twice adnlt seen eating a Greater Glider.

{(Musk Lorikeet. Twenty—-four at the Rifle Range 12 May
were possiciy Swift Parrcts. )

Little Lorikees. Fairly resular in flocks of up to 20
between Jaruary and Anri? at Hackett: also in June
at Hackstt.

Yellow—tailed Black Cockatoo. Occasional in the Ranges:
twelve at Lthe Rifie Range 12 MNay.

Geng Gang. Regular in the Hanges and in winter about
Ganberra. Thirity-Zive in the Botantical Gardens feed-

ing on gum buls In May.

Write Jockatoo. Resular in the Ranzes: large flocks
pccasional n open country ocutslide breeding season.




(Major Mitchell Cockatooc . Two on west side of Black Mt,
14 November. Stztus rekzinsg uncertain because in spite
of rmuamerocus regcords in recent years the general habitat
is rnot normal for tae stecless. Preobsbly a small pop-
ulation has orizinated from escases.)

Galah, Common about the City znd in open country: forms
large flocks ocutside the breeding season.

King Parrot. Occasional in the Ranges: arcund Canberrs
noted in August, January. March and June. Status uncert-
ain because ii is no* geen regularly anywhere and there
are no breeding records.

Crimson Rozella. An autucn survey at Hackett found many
fewer Immature birds in 1965 than in 1965, perhaps
indicating lower breeding success.

Bagtern Rosells, Widesprezd, <ommon. The same Hackett
survey found no difference betweer 196% and 1966 numbers.

Red-backed Grass~Parrot. Falrly large Tlocxs cutside
breeding season: apparently less common than in 1964-65.

Tawny Frogumouth. A pair roosted in the same place at
Hackett from 6 February to end June: ancother pair used
the same spot in Q'Connor throughout June.

Dollar Bird. Regular breeding visitor in small numbers:
first arrival 20 October, last record 25 April.

Sacred Kingfisher., One New Chum’s Road 23 October:
first record tor the Ranges: czlling loudly while opening
knot-acle. last record 13 February.

Azure Kingfisher. Twc on the Molonglo above Lake Burley
Critfin 32 and 23 Kovembers first A.C.T {and nearby
N.S.W.) record.

Rainbow-bird. PFirst record 20 Ocitcber. Young almost
ready to Liedge on west side Black Mt. 5 February.

White-throsted Nightjar. One Red Hill School 15 February:
one Ganberra Gramnmar oschool 17 February.

Spine-tailed Swift., Recorded vetween 27 January and 9
April,

Pg11id Cuckoo. First record 5 September, last record 13
February. & bird in the last stages of juvenile plumage
with sub-adult voice on Black Kt. 7 October. Juvenile
being fed by Hooded Robin 235 December, by Jacky Winter

& Februsrv. Parasitism of Rufous Whistler and Brown-—
Headed Heoneyeater recorded.

Fan—-tailed Cuckoo, Fawer records than usual: none in
autumn,

Brush Cuckoo. Pressnt near Canberra during Japnuary and
February.

Horafieid Bronze-Cuckoc. Fairly numerous around Canberra
in September, but less usukal later. No parasitism
recorded,




Folden Bronze-—Cu
Parasitiam of Ws:
near Canbterra.

. Foiriy common in the Ranges.
rn and White-thiroated Warblers found

Superb Lyrebird. Ailtnougu still common in the Ranges,
there seemeé 0 he Tewer sing:t: than wsual. Laying
in five nests ocourred ahout mi Ld- =July, probably 2~3 weeks
later than normal.

Welcome Swalleow. Oftan over lake Durley Griffin in winter.
For breeding see separvate note.

Tree Martin., First reccord 4 August and then fairly common
until the Hew Year.

Fairy WMartin., Pairly common in late spring and summer.

Grey Fantail. Always present, but scarce 1in winter as

Usual: ot seen in the Ranges from June to Aungust. First

eggs on Black Nit. 3& Qo+tcber: nests starited 5111 20
Jarmary in the Ranges, when breeliing nad stopped round
Canberrsz.

Rufous Fantall. Reco
to 5 March. First clut

ra in the Ranges from 23 October
secona about 20 January.

es
cres shtarted about 12 December,

Wiillie Wagtaii. PFairly common, out apparently less
numercus, rounc Bhe rity and in open country.

Leaden Plyocatcher. Regulsr in small numbers. First
record 12 Septemper, last recori 19 March, Three
unsuccessful atbempts to Dreed notved on west side of

Black Mt.

Satin Flycaiche

I, Gurgehlin 26 Qctober: falrly numerous
in the Fanzges curi

g SWLLET.

At
n

Restless Plycatcher., & iew r=coriz at zll seasons, e.g.
on Mt. Ainslie.

Jacky Winter. Only noted on It. Ainsile and at west end
of Lake Burley Griffin,

Scarlet Eobin, pair {female bandsd) at New Chum's Rd.
23 Cetober: new TEuOTd £or this Locality, though reported
already from Bushranger's Creed., Apparently fewar in the

Canberra area.

ru b
9]

Red-capped Robin. Adult male banded at New Chum's Hoad
i Lhovember, a most unusual habitzt. One or two at
Cotter Reserwe 17 April.

Flame Robin. Mo bresding recorded cn Black Mt. Fawmily
Parties very numercus at Mt, Ginini !9 February.

Rose Robin., Recsrded in the Rangss from 21 Lugust %o
11 April.

Hooded Ronin. Secoad or replacement clutches started at
end oF November on Black Mt. No records of first clutches.

Southern Yellew Robin. Commorn in bhe Ranges. Probably

Fow Livds or Biack Bt. in spring whnere 2o breeding was
recorded.

tovements noted, but
o po June.

nsual in the Ranges where

Rufcous Whlesler, LLoars

o




more nests found than in 1364, First eggs laid near To
Canberra about 10 hovemDqu but main burst of laying

-

apparsntly asout first woek of December.

Olivg Whistlert Fairiy comwmon in the Ranges, but fewer
noted in the winter.

Grey Shrike-Thrush. Widespread and common. Fewer in
winter in the Rangess than in summer. Two bandied as
Juveniles and retrapped a little more than twelve months
later sti1ll had the juvenile krownish evebrow.

Magpie-Lark., Largse flocks feed near Lake Burley Griffin
in winter and roost 1n tzll trees, e.z. Tel gpaa FPark.

Eastern Shrike-Tit. ZHeguisr in small numbers through-
cut area.

Eastern Whip-bird. Well but thinly distributed in the
Ranges,

Black-faced Cuckco-Skraiks, Few winter sightings: common
in sumtier,

Little Cuckoo-Shrike. Two Russell Offices 9 April: +two
Boldrewood 3t. 1€ April,

Cicada-bird. One at Lee's Creek 21 January and probably

two birds there on 5 March: first record for the A.C.T.
and nearby N.3.W.

White-winged Triiler., TFirst report 9 October, last record
13 February. Adult male in sreeding plumage 17 January.
Only one pailr settled to breed on west side of Black Mt.,
though at Iirst there were 3-4 singing males.

Spetted Quaii-Thrush. Sedentary: occasicnally seen on the
dry slopes of the Hanges.

Ground-Thrush. Only recorded in the Ranges, though apparent-
ly fewer in winter.

White-fronted Chat. Cccasicnal near the large lakes,

or

gs collected in the 4.C.T. near
7, a drought year, have been identified
his svoecies: first record for A.C.T.

Crimson Chat. Tg
Queanbeyan in 195
%

as belonging %o
and nearby N.S.W

White—throated Warbler. First record on 29 Zeptember.
Fewer pairs bred west of Black Mt. than in 1964,

Western Warbler. One at Bushranger's Creek 3 October:
an unusuaily late hird on 10 April. At least four palrs
bred west of Black Lt.. where none was noted in 1964,

Brown Weebill . Apparently unaffected by the drought:
8111l fairly common near the city. e.g. Mt. Fleasant.

Eastern Whitefsce., Not noted on Mt. Pleasant where
previousiy it was usual: a palr seen once or twice west
of Black Mt., 1in Octobeir and ¥ovenber.

are desalt with $o-—
se informzstion on
d and Brown seem to
> were caught and
‘n 3uff-tailed and

Thornbiils, The four common su
gether hecause there is little

them in the past year. Boih Sm_l
have heen scarcer and certainiy 7§
banded than in previous yezrs. B




Yellow-tailed were affe ~+od similarly, Nedither
bred so plentifuliy im area west of Black Mt., where
a reasonable comparison could he made with 1964, Only
three pairs of Bufi-iai and cne of Yellow-tailed were
located as compared with four sng five respectively in

1964,

White-browed Scrub-Wren. Distinetly fewsr in the Ranges
accoraing to the numbers bandsd.

Speckied Warbler, Always scarce: no nests fouand, but one
or two palirs were in the ares weat of 3lack Mt. through-
out the spring,

Pilot-bird. Fairly ccmmon in moist grllies in the Ranges.
Bufous Song-lark. 3ix a2t Duntroon @ November, Nested
near the Federal Go.f Course and west of Black Mt., one
pair in each place. Clutches started about 27 November,

L

Superb 3lue Wren. Adul

i b nded as Jjuvenile at
Lake Jeorﬂe & Na:ch ?96

rped New Chum's Road 21
act distance 25 miles:
p
l'

3 Pﬂ

3 W DK

enies from the ared.
¥t,, fewer than in 1964,

K3 pn b e

only tﬂe sec ond ”ernri
&

Only 2=3 pairs hrea west of 3

o

Ter. with White-browed Wood-Swaliows

Masked Woopd=3wallow.
10 October and for 3 few days afterwards.

over Dmtroon

White-browed Wood-Swallow, FPr
10 Qetober to early Janusry,
in early Yovember.

ent near Duntroon fTrom
e unsuccessful treeding

Dusky Wood-3wsllow, First seern 77 August, last in early
April, Three p=-rs bred west of 3lack Mt., as in 1564.

but seen falrly regularly.

QOrange—winged Site .
£ Mt

Lla.
Bred successiully wesi o

Brown Treecreeper., Recorded from Nt. Ainslie and west of
Black M+,, butl numbers seem reduced.

White—throated Treecresver. Gommon in woodland, e.g. Black
Mt. and in the Ranzes.

Rod-browed Treecreseper. Widespread in the Ranges in small
nunhers,

Mistletoe—bird. PFairly commeon iu susmer: absent May to
early August. One cluten west of 3lack M. started about
11 Decamper, about the same time as in 1964,

Yellow-tailed Pards
{called close L“”
and nearby N.3

++u

One Botanical Gardens 9 November
cationt: Tirst record for A.C.T.

Yellow—tipped and Ezstern Stristed Fardalotes. Thg first
species has been found to be much more common in winter
flocks then used %0 e supposed: operhaps the second speciles
moves away 1n winter,

Strizted Paraalote. OQccasionally recorded; UNCOMNON.
Wostern Silvereve. #izter pumbers seemed low, perhaps
Tecause cuaiiantiity of food reduced by drought.

White—: From baLd¢ﬂb records numbers
return sgared much Lower than usual; yet




four nests were known clgsez itogether at Lee's Creek agnd 9,
there seemed to be plenty of breeding sairs.
Occasional winter records.

Brown-hegded Honeyeater. Two nests, both parasitised bhy
Paliid Cuckoo, founs in firsti week January; 1in one,
three birds were feeding the cuckoo and in the other,
four to six.

Eastern Sninebill, ZRecoverles of banded birds show that
they move from the Ranges 10 open ccuntry, but more
information is needed. Breedingz (2 nestsS only recorded
at Lee's Creck.

., Onz2 in O'Connor 30 duly,
ecord for A.C.T. and nearby N.S5.W.

Tawny—-crowned Honeyezter
banded 3% July: Ifirst =

Regzent Honeveater. Small rumbers regular in Hackett
from 10 Februwary to 2 April,

Fuscous Honeyeatser. Ocecasicnzl winter records; no spring
irruption compzranle to 1204,

Yellow—-foced Honmeveater. Humbers banded in the Ranges
were much lower than -r previous years, yet nine nests
were xnown st Lee's Creel whers singing males seemed to
be evenly distributed. Tew winter records.

White—eared Honeyeater. Regular in Canberra in winter;
always in the Ranges, but fewer in winter.

Yellow-tufted Honeveater. Three banded Botanical Gardens
17 July; noted OfConnor 5 March.

White—-plumed Honeyester, Regular in Narrabundah from May
throughout the winter; bred as usual on Black Mt.
Peninsnia.

Crescent Honeveater., Falirly common 1n the Ranges bul
numbers smaller than usual,

New Holland Honeyeater. Prcbabls resident population at
Bushranger's Lreck, zasoclated with Banksis marginats.

(Bell Miner. The calls have teen reported from Black Mt.
benind Div. Land Research, C.5.I1.R.0.)

Noisy Miner. Resident populations on Cooma HRoad, Mugga
Road. Weetangera Road, Hackett and between Tharwa and
Tidbinkills Reserve.

. Eggs collected in A.C.T. near
drought year) have been ildentified
1ea; & first record for A.C.T. and

Yellow—throated Mine
Queanbeyan in 1957 [
a5 those ¢of this spe
nearby N.3.W.

I
a
fal

>

Ted Wattlebird. Fairly comuon around Canberra, particularly
in winter, and in ths Ranges in sunumer.

Little Wattlebird. ©One 15 October, two 28 April.

Spiny~cheeksd Honeyeazter. Recorded near Wee Jasper
March; has noi been recorced in our area for many years.

Noisy Friarbird. fFirst record 9 September, last about
1 April.

Austraiian Pipit, 4Always common in grasslands. Only two
pairs bred in naddocss west ol Alack Mt. a3 compared with




gt least six in 1964.

Diamond‘Finch. 4 few summer records: winker status still
uncertaln,

Ze bra Finch., A Iflock of about 26 regular near Duntroon
and some (76) fairly regular near Nerang Peol.

Banded Finch. Apparently unatffected by drought, though
perhaps the species is caught illegally for cage purposes,
Only two nests found west of Black Mt. where twelve were
found in 14€4,

(Plum~headed Finch. One Hughes October, probably an escape)

Red-browed Finch. Now quite rare and apparently gone from
many places, perhaps because of the drought. Only two nests
west of Black Mt. where six were found in 1964.

Qllive=backed Oricls. Firgst record 10 Qctober and o few
izter sightings.

Satin Bowerbird. Regular in the Ranges, but fewer in winter
whert flocks are found at the forest edge. A bower at New
Chum®s Road had a platfore of thin twizs 4 feet in diameter
and about 2 inches thick.

{Spotted Bowerbird. 4 btird in October at the junction of
Dryandra 5%, and Weetangera Rd., was well described by Mark
Clayton, but confirmation of what seems to be an extraordinary
pccurrence is needed.’

Raven. Ocecasional in the Ranges; common elsewhere.

White-winzed Chough. BRegular in the pine forests and fairly
regular in open forest.

Pied Currawong., Coumon in the Ranges in summer gnd in
Canberra in the winter: o few remain in each place through-
out the year.

Grey Currawong. Small numbers regularly seen throughoutd
area.

Grey Butcher-bYird, 4 few records, umostly in the Ranges in
autumnr.

Blackbird, Probably extending its range as trees and gardens
develop in new aresas,

Skylark. Regular and common in grassland, e.&. round Lake
Burley Griffin.

Goldfinehn, Laying west of Black Mt. started in last week
TWovember; fewer bred there than in 1964 (2 vrs:d).

10.




REPORT ON BIRD SURVEY OF THE MOLOKGLO RIVER FLATS il.

(Fast end of Leke Burley Griffin)

by
E. EBrown and E. Gibson

INTRODUCTION

From November 1965 to June 1966 inclusive we
made twenty bird censuses at the =ast end of Lake Burley
Griffin, We tried to survey the area at least once a
fortnight, but have not always suco

Qur chief opbiect was to count sll species of
water %irds but we alzc noted cther speciss present though
we did not always couni them.

Before reguliar counts began,
vigited the arew ¢ften Trom 24 Hay o
made on these viglts are inciuded be

. on 2t Nov, we
967 onwazrds., lotes
"r

W

The ares cowvsred 1s bounded on the north by the
Molonglo River frow just helow Duntrcoom bridse; on the
west by the lake 1tseli; on the southwest by Jerrapomberrsa
Cresk; =nd on the east by the Duntroon~Fyshwick road.

The same route was walked on each visit, viz.
from the Dumtroon=Fyshwick road along the left bank of the
Molongle to the 1ak@= then along the lake edge and bhack along
the west side of the Jerrshomberra backwaters, across to the
Meolonglo and back tc the rozd: s shert walk down on the
west of the road by the farm about nalf way Trom the rallway
to the Tuntrocn bridges: a vizit 4o the small swamp between
the railway and Canberra Ave. on the west of the road,

SYSTTMATIC ROTES

Dusky Moorhen: Present in decreasing numbers from 24 May to
13 Hov: then none acted t111 19 Dec when one present.
Numbers remained low (max.7) ti1l 12 May when 22 were
counted, but fell off again to 10 on 12 June.

Eastern Swampheli. Oco@signal in swall numbers from 24 Way
1965, Highest number {(7-£) present in Juné 1966.

Coot. Present from 24 May to 13 Novy; then none noted until
12 Dec. when cne observed. Small number (6 or less) till
early Ayril and then a sharp increase from 12 May to

meximum numbers of arout 0 at the end of June. The increase
noted in this species and in the Dusky Moorhen early in May
coincided with a fall in water level at this time.

Little Grebve. One I Nov.. three 7% Feb., four 26 March;
sharp inerease to 28 on 12 lay {max. 36); then numbers
remgined between 20 and 23 till end of June.

F\\ [

Hoary-hesded Grebe. Ouly noted three times: present 25 Sept.,
two 26 Feh,, and two 3 April.

Great Crested Grebe. Seen once 12 June 1963,

Black Cormorant. Present on all visits. _On 21 Hov. 250 flew
weot svernead: but cenerslly numcers varied from 2 to ahout
53, usually akout 20.

Little Black Cormorant., Pressnt on zll visits. 7%, many of
Thew fLly/inz, oi 27 Hov. Otherwise nuambers varied from 2 to




zhout 583 agaln mostly about 20, 12,

FPieqd Lormorant. One on 21 Nov,, one 27 Nov.,, and one
4 Faob,

Little Pied Cormorant. Present on all visits (about %) from
24 May tc December, gradually increasing to 24 in January,
and afterwards generally between 12 and 20,

Darter., ZFirst reccorded for A.C.T. on 24 May 1955: one %o
seven present almost regularly until 13 Nov,

Peligan, Occasionsl as single birds throughout the
period,

Varsh Tern. 2 on 25 3ept.. uresent 6 Nov., 5 on 13 Nov.,
one 27 Nov,

Silver Gull ., Present neariy ziwarys on the lake and in the
marshes. From Nov., 36 ewriy Jan. considerable fluetuatioans,
but max. 49: then nmumbers much lower (6 or less) till end

o

May. 22 noted on 1% June.

Spur-winged Plover. FPresent cn all visits. From late Nov,
to end June mumbers provably nmuch increased 20-90 seen
regularly except during Jan. when less than 10,

Banded Plover. Four cn 21 Hov, and four 12 May, 1966.

Eagtern Golden Plovsr. One on 13 Nov. (first record for
R.CLT

c:  apbpears ah unusual and
. First record for A.C.T.

Red-capped Dotterei. Twe on 16 De
unsuiiable habital for this specie

Black-fronted Dotterel. Irregular shroughout, usuvally in
palrs or threes, but six or sever in Dec.

White-headed Stiit. Only singly or in pairs, during Sept. to
Now,

Wood Sand-piper. Ones on 21 and one 27 Hov. {First records
for A.C.T.).

Sharp-tailed Sanduipe Pre%ett from 22 Sept. to Nov.
£15 on 271 Nov). Also one 26 Few., one 2C March,

Javanese Sniue . Present from 6 Nov. to 2 Jan., Maximum
Y on 6 Nov.

Glossy Ibis. Present in flocks of 2 to 37 irom 30 Cct.
tc 2 Jdan. One on 20 Jan., ona 4 TFeb.

White Ibiz, Irresular in small numbers until Nov, After
14 Nov. uvressnt on nearly every visit: numbers fluctuated:
40 noted 2 Jan: 25-30 om four other wvisits in Nov., Dec.,
March, May: lesser numbers (about 1¢) at other times.

Straw-neciked Ibis . Recorded on zneariy all visits ti1ll Nov.
Di—4% seen almost regulsrly from 27 Nov. to 20 Jan., after
which irregular in wmuch smaller numbers {1-5}.

Royal Spoorbill, 4 single tird on 19 Dec. and again on 2 Jan.

Yellow-piiied Spoontili, Small numbers fairly regular 11l
i Nov. apparently more {up to &) from 13 Nov., to 19 Deec.,
therea¢ter four or -ess seen irregularly.

#ite Beret. Hoted oo most visits Irom 25 Sept. onwards in




suall numbers. Maximun of £ recorded on 27 Nov, 13
-

White~faced Heron. Recorded oz all visits; probably a resident
population of 4 — 6, Possibly bred, as juveniles seen in Jan.
and Feb. -

White=-necked Heron . Sesn on 12 dJune 1995 and a single bird
present in wmid-Tecember.

liankeen Night Heron. Swmall numbers {1-31) present from 24 May
to 4 Feb. DNore seen afterwards. Hot recorded regularly but
very likely overlooked,

Catitle Berret. A single bird on 9 and 13 Nov,

Wood Duck. Present in larse numbers Irom 24 May to July 1965;
then decressed and was absent from & to 27 Hov when 7 were
counted., Numbers then increased znd remsined high with
fluctuations (20-95) till end Jure.

Black Swan. Present on most visiis frou 8 July to 12 Dec.
{max., 9). Irregular till 25 Feb.. wnorne noted then t111l 6 June
when 20 counted and 28 on 13 June.

Mountain Duck, Irregular in small numbers (1-5) from 21 Nov.,
to 19 May. '

Black Duck. The commonest duck, present on all visits., From
21 Nov. to 4 Feb. numbers fluctuated from 47 to 311 (max. 19
Dec.); then they increased and remained steady above 300 $ill
19 May when 313 counted; 399 on > June and 499 on 19 June.

Grey Teal. Present on ali visits, In Nov. numbers were ahout
100 but during Dec. and Jan. they decreased to about 20, and
even 5 on 19 Dec. BSince February numbers have increased until
May and June when numbers have stayed between 100 and 200C.

i Nov. (one a flapper), another
G on 12 Dec., 5 on 15 Dec., one
Feb,

Blue-Winged Bhoveiler. Two on Z
even smaller younzg on 27 Fov., 1
female 1% Dec., and ancther on

e

o

White eyed Duck, Irregulszr in small numbers (1-9), but it is
interesting that larszer numbers ocour in the western part of

the lake, beyond Black Mi. Peninsula.

Musk Duck, A male on Molonglo River, on 19 June 1966,
——————— (=l

Swamp Harrier. Singly or in pairs from Nov. to Feb.

Brown Goshawk. Singly in Nov., Jan snd April.

Whistlins Fite. One pair usually present.

Rlack-shouldered Kite. Two palrs vresent regularly.

Little Falcon. One pair seen during the summer,

Nankeen Bestrel. Seen August.

Boobook Dwl. One dead on the road in June 1366,

Barn Owl. One dead in March.

Pailid Cuckoo. S3Seen 5 Hov.

Welcome Swalliow. Irregular in flocks.

Fairy Martin., Irregular in floczs.

Tree HFartin, Irregular in Tloczks.

Grey Fantail, Regular along rivsers.




Willy Wgotail, Hegular and comwon, breeds.

Scarlet Rokin., Seen July.

Flame Robin., Swmall partiecs seen in winter.

Folden Whistler. Seen May 1965,

Bufous Whistler., Seen 3 April.

Magpie Lark. Regular and commnon. Breeds,

Black=faced Cuckoo Shr»ike, OQOoeasional in summer

White—-fronted Chat., 3een July and Nov.

Yellow-tailed Thornbill. Seen Kay tc July 1965, breeds.

3rown Song Lark., 2 oun 27 Nov.. zlso seen 27 Nov. First
record in A.C.T. 1n recenl rears.

Little Grassbird. Regular from Nov.

Reed Warbler. Rezular frca 3ept. to Feb,
Cisticolg., Regular from Nov tc Feb.

Superb Blue Wren. Regular bwut uncommon.

Yellow-faced Honeveaber., Seen ¥ April,

Noisy Friar bird. Seen 6 Nov,

Avstralian Pipit. Regular and commcn.

Zebra finch. 3een Nov,
Raven., Regular, common.

Black-backed Magpis. Regular, common.

Blackbird, Rezular along river.

House Sparrow, Seen around farm.

Goldfineh., Regular, common — breeds.
Skylark, Regular, comuon.

Starling, Regular, common - breeds.

DALILY BIRD-CQUNTS IN DOWNER.

by
L. Judge

From March to July 1966 inclusive bird counts were
madse in and around wy garden in Padbury St., Downer, between
0700 and OB3C hrs., nsually starting at 0730, Counts were made
on 7 dayvs in March, 14 1iu April, 10 in May, 22 in June and
29 in July.

The zrea (east half of both Padbury and Legg Streets)
wes recently built-up., most homses being occupied by February
1966. At Tirst all the gardens wers sunbaked expanses of eclay .
In my own garden the soil was turned in March, grass seed was
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gsown in April and sprouted in WMay when 1 also put up a2 feeding 15,
table and nut/suet feeder and made a rockery round the table.

In June I built a concrete btird bath near the table and began

to put out food. I alsc planted thirteen trees and f£ifty

four shrubs, native and exotig. Three more trees and four

shrubs were added in July.

The only important vegetation i1n the neighbourhood
wheh development was comntlete, was Tucalyptus cinerea about
12 feet high, along Berry 5t., mature %ucalyptus macarthurii
along Swindon 3t., and matuore pins and Quercus cerris along
Melba St. The pines continue arouns Downer School and shopping
centre and the playing Zlsids, forming three sides of a =zguare.
The Tfourth side had maturs stands of Tucalypius cinerea.
Around this area with trees, there was virtually an ornithol-
ogical desert, when the counts were stharted.

The obvject of the counts was to record the changes
in the bird 1ife after the ares was bulilt up and as gardens
matured ard o habitat capavle of sunporiing a bird population
developed., Naturslly obhservstions over Tlve months gre far
too limited to ensble any trends to be detected, but it is
worth giving a trief account cof the “ird population at the
start of the artificial change in the area 5o thet developments
can be traced in future and partly az an examnple of the use of
regular ccunts even in appsrerntly unpromising situations. As
it is, and as may be easily seen frem the following account,
it seems probably that ithe development of a lawn in May, the
planting of trees and shrubs | and feeding and providing a
bird bath in June have ed tc an increase in the number of birds
visiting the garden for perching and Tzeding.

Species flying over.

Commen species s2en in March, April, Msy and June
were Galshs, at Tirst singly. then in small parties of three
and four, with a larse flock of in June. ard swmall parties
agaln in July. Ravens (1 with a meximum of
26 indiviZuals during July. Rocl
(=1

e showed g maximue of
39 during June, as did Peewees, Sterrows and Starlings
were present during a:l months. er sSpecles geen occasionally

were Gold fiuches, a small party of "0 in March 5 in June and

3 in July: an Australian Goshawk, Red Wattle bird, Neisy Friar-
bird, Welcome Swallow, Straw-necked Ibis, Black-faced Cuckoo-
Shrike and a Spur-winged P.over, Galahs,Reck Doves, Peewees,
Sparrows, Starlinzs., Goldfincnes, Red Wattle-birds, Noisy
Friar-birds, Welcome Swallows and Blzck~faced Cuckoo-Shrikes

are likely to use the area as =& nabitat, though the Goshawk _
may take to hunting throuzn it in due course. The other specles
are birds of passace which will protably unever settle in the
garden.

Species perching and feeding

No birds were ween to land during March, April and May.
However, a single Koockaburra perched in March and again in May,
a single Starling is April and 8 Rock Doves once in May.

Feeding bagan in June and
behaviour cccurred. Sparrows and 3%
landed and fed. On thres days + — 2
and fed.

guite marked change 1in
linzs verched and then
i2d Currawonzs flew in

p=9
&)
<

r
F

The followirgz hirds
Black-faced Cuclkoo—-Shrike twice,
once, Raven once, Rock Dove four
Magpies twice, ten 1ndividusis.




on occasions, with an average of 30+, A Black—faced Cuckoo 186,
Shrike fed oncey as 2id oune Willie Wagtazl., Peewees came in
ones and tTwos on sixtesn davs, snd Paveﬂg made 2 gquick dash

in and out twica. Three sTher times they flew around for g
while and discovered swall bhones, oq the roofs of nearby

houses, which Starlings had apiarently dropped,

The absence of Pled Currawonzs was noted for this
wonth and may correlate with s suly reduction suggested from
the 196% Canberra census,

Phessants 1n the A.C.T.

by

Se Marchant

At *hp June meeii
of Forrest displaved z draw
be a Pheasant (Phasianus co
made by a friend of nis. al
bird in his garden. As interest was shown at the
meeting, Mr. MeDonzld discussed the matter with his friend
and learned further that a pair oFf captive virds were in s
garden in Dominicr Cireouit., He rang me up and on 12 June 1966
we visited a Mr. Mounaban of 24 DOE*“iOn Circult where indeed
we found & fine, healthy-icoking ralr of Phesasants 1in a
chilcken pen., Mr. Honahsn ssil that tnp hen had been around
his gzarden fO“ some while during last apring, and that in the

, Wr. A,L.G. McDonald
& bird which seemed to
cus L.) It had rscently been
iving in Forrest, who saw the

end ne had caught it when 1t Tacame entangled in a vine. He
nadé put it 1n the chicken run where 1t nad lald an infertile
egg. The cock aspreares about last Februasry and had found
its way into the cage with the hnen, where both birds have
flouarished since then.

As far as 1 =m swara, thers has been no authenticated
record of this bird tm the A.C.T. zreviously, though for some
time there have beer persistent rumours of the birds in the
FPorrest-Grifiith arsa. These were particulsrly rife in the
last half of 1964 and early 7955, Further, an English friend
who should know something of the specles, told me that he had
heard pheasants crowing 1n tans Gardgenby wvalley last summner,
while Mr. Monahsn szaid thzt he “new the bird in the Captein's
Fiat area where he formerly lived.

Dounttlieszs, then, there is = small, scattered
populaticn in and arcund the A.C.T., but I do not know whence
they originated, t may be remarked that the Canberra birds
have evidently chosen a built-up area as their habitat, though
normally they are much wmors of a woodland species., In any
case they are usually regarded as very sedentary, so that
spread from a reieazse or escape centre could be slow.

This recocrd is given osartly to find cut if aayone has
informaticn on the criginal introduction into and sarlier
ccourrencea in the &£.0.7. and partly for the historical record,
in case the species should he come thoroughly established
in the neighbourhood,




A.C.T., Zwallow Znguiry

17,

An enguiry inte e btresding stasus of the Welcome
Swallow (Hirundo neoxena Gould)} in the A.C.T. was proposed
Tor 1965-60, Unfortunately this failed partly because noi
enough helpers came forward, {some who did, were nnable %o
do field work) and partly because the organiser dié not
supervise the activities adeauately. However, Just snough
informetion was gathered to Gake this note worthwhile as
a demonstration that a wvery good cpperiunity of useful
field work was missed.

In the 1954-69 season swallows had nested freely
under the culverts and wridges on the Cotter and Tharwa
roads. The earliest sgs was laid on or about 12 Sept., and
several palrs must have started their Tfirst cluitches before
1 Qct. Most pairs probvbatly raised or attempted at least
two broods and the last young left The nest or would have
done so in mid-January.

Ir the 1965-A56 season after a long. very dry period,
not only were there fewar palrs along the Cotter road (3:5),
but the birds did not start laying +111 27 or 25 Oct., though
nests were being renovated in the last week of Aupgust. lone
attenpted a second brosd. At the Murrumbidgee Bridge,
however, from what ¢ uld be zuessed of inaccessible nests or
deduced from flying younz, vrovably the four pairs present
1laid first in late Sevt. or eariy Oct., and may have attempted
second broods, In the Hall ares Christina Harding had
observations of nests renovated bafore 7 Fov. but never laid
in. On the other hand Tar Rowley at Geary'sz Gap had a neat
with its first =gz onm 30 Sept., which successfully fledged
young on 9 Nov.

It is interesting that records from South of
Melbourne showed that swallows started bullding or renovating
rniests from mid-July and attended the nests $ill mid-September,
but never laid eggs; and this with only three wet days in
July, one in August and twe in September.

One's guess, inenh. 1lg that away from percanent water
like the Murrumbidgee or good dams near homesteads, swallows
are inhibited froa laying by lack of the right amount of rain,
whatever that may be. Nest building could, of course, be
totally prevented by lack of mud, but in the A.C.T. last
season away from good water it was just damp enough for the.
birds tc renovate their nests at about the right time; laying,
however, was probably delayed Tfor a moath or more beyond the
normal time and sowme pairs msy well have departed without
breeding.

T+ will be realised that a thorough survey would
probably have obtained some interesting dats on these_points
and would certainly have drovided an excellent ecriterion for
comparison with Iuture years.

5, Marchant




