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S-gCOND AN.ND.U BIRD R'SPORT - -1965-66

INTRODUCTION

Our second annuaL report covers the per-Lou from
1 July 1965 to 30 <Tune ;966. Records ana. observations
before and after those Oat8s a~~ al~o5ether disregarded
except in Mr. Judge's article whlch includes the month
of July 1966. This report is somewhat lar58r than our
first effort but its most out et.andtng aspects are the
contributions by Gibson and Brown on the tirds all the
~ast end of Lake Burley Griffin. and ~y Mr. Judge o~

the birds Visiting his garden l~ Downer. Bven if the
content of these art~cles may be trivial to soDe extent y
their importance lies ~n the iemonstration of ~he value
of systematic, regular ami -ns thoddca.lLy recorded obser­
vations. This enable s ~recise statements to be made
on the occurrence of the-rirds, wh~ch wi:l be of great
interest later, even .i f at the moment they do not seem
to mean very much. The discernlng reader may note
that we are not yet at the stage when this sort of
precision can 8e introd~ced generally into the system­
atic notes compiled by S. J. wt.Leon from the observations
provided by many observers, wh8re the information for
many species is vague because obse~vers simply will not
record exactly the date. place and numbers of 'ci.r-ds seen,
especially for COllmon 8~esics. The indivicual is not
well placed t c JUdge what is of interest and -tnus , if he
excludes exact ~bservations Oli coomon species we may
never know the position unless individuals take up the
study of speciflc aspects. For instance, do we really
know anything like enough a-bout the distribution and
behaviour of the commonest species in Canberra? Person­
ally I would say not. Systematic and exact observations
by a number of obser~e~s in the city area w2u1d soon add
to our knowledge. I 0an only ho~e that the example set
by Messrs Judge. Brown a~d Gibson Will stimulate others
to take up methodical recorc.ir.g in local ar-eas so that
our annua.I bird reports can go on devs Lopang in exactness
and value until we achii?ve a :::ea11y first class local
report each year.

(S. MARCHANT)
Chairman

5th October 1966

SYST~~ATIC N01~S1965-66

by

s, J, 'Nilso:r~

The neriod cover-ed is st.r-c ct Ly from 1 July 19'65
to 31 June 1966, and ceca~se there is no oveTlap, the_ year
has been ommitted from 911 dates i~ the seQuel. At the
start of the period Canberra was 8ufferiDg from a.sever~
drought and although there were som~ TIoderate sprlng ralllS
the total ior the year ~as iG i~cnes below.averag~. For
the first half of 1966 the rair-faLL was stlll a L'it t Le



below aver-ace This naa 'JIc!CUt'!"e~ at'fec't ed birds 2 Q

in the A.C.To, but as the r-ecor-ds received still
generally Lack pr-ec l3LC!~ '~,:;c;i:ieta~=-. ~ t is not usually
possi~le to produce ~tJec~ive eV:Qe~ce for a decline in
numbers of birds.

Most Cli' t.ne obee rva.ti ons nave been provided by
the writer but B. Bakel'. I. .3e-:': r s , i'~1. Clayton, 1. Grant,
D. JUdge, J. McZeaY'L' J. Kc Naught on , '3. 'l'empf c-wat t s and
Dr. G. var; Tets Dave cont.r abur ed sub s t.ar.t a a l Ly and many
others too numer-ous to u.ent i on have also urovt.ded notes.
Additional tnf'ormat i.on has been t.e.cen "r-om car-ds
completed for the N~st Rec:)!'::J Scheme by S. Marcha~t.

Records for most S~jSC~22 o~!.'a:e:· 'ct.r-c.e on Lake Burley
Gr-Lfr m have been '. mt rt ed e.Lt.o.tet he r cecaus e these are
being dealt with e t sewner-e Yn :,his -e por-t by Gibson and
Br-own (q.v.). Sdmi I s C~83 on t.he A.CcT. list for
which no records were r-ec e ;,',ed ar-e also omitted.

Some species a.r-e ulaced i n br-acxe't st squar-e
br-ecke t s , 1f the ty:t:'8Wl'.i.ter .cou l d r-un to such). following
the convention develo-;Jed ov e r-se a.s . I'h i s .inci cate s that
the records. t.houeh pr-cbabJv ·';2L5. cannct yet be accept­
ed for the A,C,To - In the cc.s e ...f per-r-o-c s end finches
this is chiefly because t~e jir~s seen have almost
certainly eSQaped from captivity. For the other species,
though the occurrence is -os s i t.r e cr even prooab'Le ,
better descriptions or cODf~~2a~~c~ by more than one
observer are needed becaus e ar-e so unexpected in
A.C.To However it is u8e=~l to make the records because
t ney could r nd Lca t e the r i r-s t aj.pear-cnces of h i r-da which
are establishing uheaee I -e er her-e or extending their
range. and couLd -thec-ef or-e te mcs- rnt.er-es't ang in future.

Stubble quall. Rec or-dec at 2SS"t
(;l.riffin in January and Pebr-uerv ,

end of Lake Burley
Ninter status uncertain.

Painted Quall. ReJo~~eJ :n :~~ ~~~~nlJal Garaens in
September. H'e8.~'d an.i seer, fre::; mt.d-Oct ooer- to late
December- on weat s tce of 312'],- T-,'t., but, less regularly
than ir. 1364. Not r-ec or-aed en I,1-:. Pteasent ,

Common BrohZewin&_ Regu l.ar- or; thsJ'i.tJ side of Black Mt.
One or a na.i r- seer. :i.nterx.: t uent.Ly f r c:n nrid-Do t ober- to
December on west side o~ B19ck Mt. Also from the
Weetangera road SY...d fs.irl:.' r> _'_>, from the Brindibella
Ranges.

7 Ma;y
Creek

:Branz,ewing
also noted

13 May.

Two (oLe banceo )
there ~12(:ember;

at New Chum's Road
three at Bushranger's

Wonga Pigeo..n. Sma l I numbers resu:.3.rij in the Ranges.

Crested Fige,:'L0 Re poz-t eo ell the north of' the AoC.T. in
October and. Nar-on,

Wiarsh Or-aka. GiVe on the nor t.h-wes t shore of Lake Burley
~riffin il March.

QQQ1.

Litt~ e Grebe.
:December.-·_.-

,:,..::' »n Lake George.



Black Oormorant o Come.en on 1a;"~es George and Bathurst. 3.

Little Black Cormor3.nt,!.. Usuaf.Ly present- on Lakes George
and Bathurst, but le8s common than last species.

Piea. Corr'lOran!,., Three on La-ce E:"rley Griffin 3; January
and 6 Pebr-uar-v, addc t Lona I t c Br-own and Oc.bsonvs records.

Pelican.
Ainslie 6

FaJ.rly
II'Ia;r·

coramon on Lake Geor-ge. 14- flying over

Marsh Tern. In adc i t Lon to Br-own ano G:;"oson's records,
three on Lake Bur-Ley Grif--iD ::'-1 Sep t smcer- and then
regUlarly till ~7 October (: pres2nt\.

Silver GulL Al way s croeent or; L8.;C83 Geors 2 and Bathurst.

Snllr winged Plover. AI'Nays pr-eeent near Lake Bu r-Le y Grif­
fin. Nested unsuccees tuLl.y at CI.yUlp:k Swimming Pool:
young near King's. Ave. Bridge c.n Peb.ruar-y . -wring the
very dry season watered 1swns we~e a great attraction
for this species.

Banded Plover. Four "ear Gove rn-ner.t Houue 17 October:
also near Ur-Lar-r-a H. S, sa'He:::a:,--. Non-flying young near
King's Ave. J3ri5_ge 2~ Peu-uar-v ,

Black-fron"ted Do t t er-e L, SmaLl number-s along rivers and
by lakes throughout tile vear .

White-headed Stil~. Re~ord8d at Lake George from August
to ApriL

Common Sandpipero One at Aca~ia Inlet, Lake Burley
Grlffin it January: first A,C"To record.

Sharp-tailed Sandpipez. See:.:-i-L Lake George 27 August.

Glossy Ibis. Tweive sT LaKe Ge0yge 25 October.

Royal Snoonbi2.,,h, One 't':1.:."'Y'J.g1~";l'J.t October at east end of
Lake Burley Gr~ffin. in addlvion to Brown and Gibson's
records.

Southern Stone-Curle~.

b November.
O~e Balmain Crescent, Acton

Br-o Lxe.,
House in

One r-epor-t ec by Mr. IE.
August or September.

Tyrell near Government

Wood Duck, Common or. darns enc usually at Lakes George
and Bathurst.

Black Swan. Common on Lakes G80rge and Bathurst.

Plumed Tree-D~~k.

at Gungahlin bto
N:":l8 wlli

14- A~..;ril:

b-rrds
first

Joined
A.CcT,

captive
record.

birds

Mountain Duck. More common on Lakes George and Bathurst
tnan on Lake Burley Griffi~.

Black Duck, YOUll,S r i r-e t 8.~:' <arec at Sullivan I s Creek
november. but r ewer 01'8003 t.nan in 1964. All dis­
appear-ed when weedlci=;e W.S.2 ~cpr::":ie.j to the area.

Ches~ll'J.t Teal. Rec cr-ded a.t. Lake G-eorge 27 August.



Grey 'l'ea.L, A:l'NClJ'S or'e eent on Lakes George and Bathurst. 4~

Blue-w~n£ed Shoveler. Small numbers occasional on
Lakes George and 3atDArsC'

Pink-earea Duck.
In May.

Probaul.,' 0V8.1:"' "1!000 on Lake George

Freckled Duclt. FO'..i.rJI). Yar-r-atural a par-t of Lake Burley
Griffin 6 October: four Eear Duntroon in November.

Musk Duck.
Lake Burley
October.

O~e or two regulg,r on the Molonglo near
GrifflL: ODe on a dam at Ginnindera 25

Swamp Harrier.
() October.

First record for season at Yarralumla

Brown Goshawk. SiEgle bi rde s eer; at all seasons: bred
successfully we8t siie Black Mt.

Collared Sparrowhawk._ 01,e cead in Turner in May.

Wedge-tailed Eagle. Wide~y s~read in small numbers.

Little Eagle. Occasional records. }articularly at
Lake George.

White-breasted ~ea-~a£12

Lake George in Nar-ch,
One immature twice at

Whistling Eagle. Pat.r-Ly regular 't nr-oughout the area.

Black-shouldereG K~~8o Falrly resular round Russell
Offices, Anzac Parade and ':3.rralumla Creek area.

Little Falcon.
Ohum'.s Road 24

Occas aona.I
npr i L,

In most areas: one New

Peregrine Falcon. A few records throughout the year.

Black Falcon. One ~8ar Curtin, one Black Mt. Peninsula
in March: first A, C, T" r-ecor-d.

Nankeen Kestrel. Ueue.I near the City and in other
suitab~e habLtats.

Boobook OwL
Chum's Roae..

No calling noted at Lee's Creek or New
One at Bull's Head 12 February.

Winking Owl. One at Lake George 27 August.

Powerful Owl. Three sightings at.Lee's Creek betw~en

8 ana 22 January, one of these be mg of an adult wlth
two young: twtce adult seen eating a Greater Glider.

(Musk Lor' kee!..
were po s e ic l y

T'Nenty-fouI' at the
Swift Par-r-o t.e , )

Rifle Range 12 May

Little Lcr-Laee t , Pa tr-Jv rfv,;.lc..i: JX~ flocks of up to 20
between January and Apri1 at Hackett: also in June
at Hackett.

vellow-talled ~l&ck CockatoO. Occasional in the Ranges:
twelve at 'the RiflE': RancE': '12 May.

Gs.ng Gang.
Canber-r-a.
ing on gum

RaguLar- a.n t.h s
Thirty-::::-ve in
bucs in May.

RaU6es and in winter about
t ne jsot.ant ace.L Gardens feed-

Wl'ite,Ooc<"",tx;. fie,..;:; J. a.r' n 'the lianges : large flocks
OCCaSlODs.l ·..E ope n co-mtr v outside breeding season.



(Major Mitchell Cockatoo. T~o OD west side of Black Mt. 50
14 November. Status relYiail'28 uncertain because in spite
of numerous recordD in recen~ years the general habitat
is not normal for the s~eci8s. Probably a small pop-
ulation has originated from eecape s .)

Galah, Common about the City and in open country: forms
large flocks outside the breeding season.

King Parrot. Occasional in the Ranges: around Canberra
noted in August! January! Mal'ch and June. Status uncert­
ain because it is not see~ regularly anywhere and there
are no breeding records.

Crimson Rosella. An autuffin survey at Hackett found many
fewer immature birds in 1966 than in 1965 1 perhaps
indicating lower breeding success.

Eastern Rosella. Wides~read, Gommon. The same Hackett
survey found no difference betweer. 1965 and 1966 numbers.

Red-backed Grass-Parroto Fairly large floc~s outside
breeding season: ap;arently less common than in 1964-65.

Tawn~ Frogmouth. A pai~ roosted in the same place at
Hackett fro~ 6 FebYuary to end June: another pair used
the same spot in 0 ~ Connor- throughout June,

Dollar Bird.
first arrival

Regular br-eed i ng visitor in small numbers:
20 October~ last record 25 April.

Sacred Kingfisher. One New Chum's Road 23 October:
first record for the Ranges; calling loudly while opening
knot-hole. Last reGard ~3 February.

Azure Kingf~she~.

Griffin 22 and 23
N.S.W.) record.

Two on the Molonglo above Lake Burley
November, first A.CoT (and nearby

Rainbow-bird. First record 20 October.
ready to fledge on west side Black Mt. 5

Young almost
February.

White-throated Night jar. O~e Red Hill School 15 February:
one Canberra Grammar Sohool 17 February.

Spine-tailed Swift. :Recorded between 27 January and 9
April.

Pallid Cuckoo. First record 5 September, last record 13
February. Abird in the last stages of juvenile plumage
with sub-adult voice on Black Mt. 7 October. Juvenile
being fed by Hooded Robin 25 December, by Jacky Winter
6 February. Parasitis~ of R~fous Whistler and Brown­
Headed Honeyeater recorded.

Fan-tailed Cuckoo.
autumn.

Fewer recorls than usual: none in

Brush Cuckoo.
February.

Present near Canberra during January and

Horsfield Bronze-Cuckoo. Fairly numerous around Canberra
in September. but less usual later. No parasitism
recorded.



Fairly C:CilltlOn in the Ranges.
and Wh~te-throated Warblers found

Golden Br-once-Cuckoc ,
Parasi~i3m of Western
near Canber-r-a,

SUEerb J;Q,rebird. Alt[;oW~lj s t LlL quite common in the Ranges,
there seemed to be fewer s~ng~~K Qales than usual. Laying
in five nests occ,":::,yed 2-"bout mi-d-Ju17. probably 2-3 weeks
later than normal.

6.

W"elcome Swa.Ll.ow ,
For breeding see

Oft,:O!L cve r Lake Bur-Ley Griffin in winter.
s epar-at e note.

Tree May tin.
until the ffew

First
Year"

a~d then fairly common

Fairy Mart in. FairlJ' COGl8;)11 .in Ia t e spring and summer-,

Grey Fantail. Al.v..,c.;.,y's pr-ee ent , Gut: s car-ce in winter as
usual: not seell in the R2.nges from June to August. First
eggs on Black Mt. ::.::;, O',;':-cber: nes t s s tar-t eu till 20
January in the Ranges , when br-e edc.ng had stopped round
Canber-r-a,

Rufous Fantail, Re c cr-c ec ":'r.. the Ranges from 23 October
to 5 Mar-ch , First clutches auar-t ed about 12 December-,
secona about 20 January.

Willie "WagtaiL..
numerous j rounc.

Fc"~irl,v CO'll'lWD,
the c i ts and Ln

cut appar-ent.Iy
open country.

less

Leaaen Flycatchero Regular:in small numbers. First
record '12 September-, last r-ecor a 1 March. Three
unsuccessful at t empt e -t ovbr-e eo noted on west side of
Black Mt.

Satin Fl,ycatcher. At Cungah.Lm 26 October: fairly numerous
in the 3anges c.urjng summer.

Restless Fl,ysatcher.
on HIt. Ainslie.

A -ie» z-ecor-cs at all seasons, e.g.

Jacky Winter.
of Lake Burley

Only noted
G-rif fino

Ai.ns Lt e and at west end

Scarlet Rcbin. .; pair {r'ema.Le banded ) at New Chum's Rd.
23 October: r"ew record for this Loca.Lat y , though reported
already iraQ Bushrac~er'2 Cree~. Ap9arerrtly fewer in the
Canberra area.

Red-~ap~8d Rot~n. Adult male banded
1~ ~ovember, a most unusual habitat.
Cotter Reserve 17 April.

at New Chum's Road
One or two at

Flame Robin. Ro breedi~g recorded en Black Mt. Family
parties veiy numer-ous at l>It. cmLna 19 Pebruar-y.

Rose Robin. Re,~':rde,3.:;'n the Ranges "r-om 21 August 't c
11 April.

Hoodea Robin. Secchd or replac88ent clutches started at
end of November on 3l~ck Mt. No records of first clutches.

Southern Yello',',' Ro-bin. Cocraar.:;"n tne Ranges. Probably
-fe;.\i bIr-ds ore Black Mt. in scr-ang wher-e :1.0 breeding was
r-ecor-dec..

Goldey; wm.et Lez-. Laua.L '/2rtlce" movement e nc tec , but
uncommcr, rouy~j'-8~nl'l>':J'2':'~ "r-oc; lL::";,c:'c(; ':;0 June.

rtufcu:..;,Vnls s) co,!.'. 1:_ ,:'I"? c omn.cn ~'l;",r::. '1:3ua1 in the Ranges Where



more nests found than in 1964.
Canberra about 10 November~ but
appar srrt Ly acou t r.u-s t week of:

First eggs
main burst

December.

laid near
of laying

Olive Whistler. Ea Lr l y common in t ne Range s , but fewer
noted in the winter.

Grey Shrike Thrush" Widespread and common. Fewer in
winter in the Ranges than ~n summer. Two banjed as
juveniles and retrapped a little more than 'tweLve months
later still hac the juvenile br-ownr sh eyebrow.

Magpie Lark.
in winter and

Large
:'oost

flocks feed near Lake Burley
i n f e.Ll trees, e.g. Telapea

Griffin
Park.

Eastern Shrike 'Iit. ReguLar- in small numbers through­
out area.

~astern Whip blrd.
Ranges.

Well but thlnly distrjbuted in the

Black-faced. Cuckco StrJke. Few winter sightings:
in summer.

common

Little Cuckoo-Shrike. Two Russell Offices 9 April: two
Boldrewood St. 'I 2"" ApriL

Cicada bird. One at LeeQs Creek 21 January and probably
two birds there on 5 March: first r2cord for the AoCoTo
and nearby NoSoW

White-win.a;ed Tril'ler...., First, report 9 Oc'tober-, last record
13 February. Adult male in or-eec ing plumage 17 January.
Only one pair settled tobreeQ on west side of Black Mt. t

though at fir8~ there were 3-4 sinfir.g males.

Spotted Quail-Thrush. Se~entary;

dry slopes of the ~anges.

occasionally seen on the

Ground Thrush. Only recorded in the Ranges 1 though apparent­
1y fewer in winter.

White fronted Chat. Occasional near the large lakes.

Crimson Chat. Bggs collected
Queanbeyan in ~9571 a drought
as belonging to this s?ecies:
and nearby N,SQW,

in the A.C.T. near
year, have been identified
first record for A.C.T.

White throated Warbler.
Fewer pairs bred west of

First record on 29 September.
nlack Mt. than in 1964.

Western Warbler. One at Bushrangey's Creek 3 October:
an unusually late bLr-d on -10 Apri1. At least four pairs
bred west of Black Mt•• where none was noted in 1964.

Brown Weebill, Appa~ently 0naffected by the drought:
still fairly common near the ciiy, e.g. Mt. Pleasant.

Easterli Whiteface. Not noted on Mt. Pleasant where
previousl.y it was usual: a pair seen once or twice west
of Black Mt. in Octobel and November.

I'hor-nbf.Lls , The four common s oeca ee er-e dealt with to­
gether because there ic5 Li rtLs - precise information on
them in the past Y8ar. Both S~rlated and Brown seem to
have been scarcer and certainly fewer were caught and
banded tbanin pr-av t ous :;82.1'S. Bc t.n 3uff-tailed and



Yel~ow-tailed were pz-obab.Iy af.I'ect.ed similarly. Neither 80
bred so plentiful ~n the area west of Black Mt .• where
a z-eaeonab'l e compar-ison could be made with 1964•. Only
three pairs of B~ff-talled and one of Yellow-tailed were
located as cOffiparej'-~~~Cth four anc five respectively in
19640

White-browed
according to

Scru,b Wre:::.c
the numbers

Distinctly
banoeu ,

fewer in the Ranges

Speckled Wa;l'b l er ~

or two pairs were
out the spr-Iug ,

Always scarce: no nests found. but one
:~L the area west of B'Lack Mt. through-

Pilot-bird. Fa.irly COlLB,:m .i.n moist gullies in the Ranges.

Rufous Song-lark. Stx at Duntroon ~ November. Nested
near the Federa.l Go:"£ Course a.rd west of Black Mt., one
pair in each place. ~:ntches started about 27 November.

Superb 31ue Wren. AJ~lt lli~~e. b~nded as juvenile at
Lake George b Mal,'ch ';'363" ret.r-apped New Chum's Road 21
Augustin ec Lr ps e plur;12ge; c i r-ec t c i s tence 35 miles:
only the second r-ecor-d c.f this s pe cIe s from the area.
Only 2-3 pe.Lr-s br-ed "80;1 of 3l8Ck Mt. l fewer than in 1964,

Masked Wood-Sv>i5.1': '0'"". Pen v, i t.h wha t e- br-ewed wood-Swak; ows
over- Dunt.r-ocn 10 Oefeber and for a few days afterwards.

White-trowed Wood-Swal10w o Present near Duntroon from
10 October to early JanucSy. Some unsuccessful breeding
in early November.

IJusky Wood-S\lIal: 0 'N,_
ApriL Phr-ee .!Y'~~"'"

Pa.r-s t seen ;:'7 August! last in early
br-ed west of 31ack Mt.! as in 19640

Orange-winged Sitella,
Bred successfully west

Sea::OC8 1 but
or Br ac.c ~a.

seen fai:rly regularly.

Brown fr-eecz-ee cer-. Recor-dec from :1I'It. Ainslie and west of
Black Mt' l but numbers seem rpduced.

White throated Treecree~er. Common in woodland, e.g. Black
Mt. and in thp Ranges.

Red-browed Treecreepe~ Wloespread in the Ranges in small
numbers.

Mistleto8-b:ird. Fa Lr-Ly common in summer; abeent May to
early August. One clutch wes t of BLeck Mt. started about
11 IJ8C2!I'ber. abcu t t.ae same t ame as in '1964-.

Yellow-tailed Parda;ote. One Botanical Gardens 9 November
(called close 1'0r Lie,~tii"ication): first record for A.C.T.
and nearby N,S.W,

Yello\', tlpped cUi'.!. Ea.st "rr~ S'tTJ at.eu Pa"dalotes. The first
specJ.es has been fauna to be Duch more common in winter
flocks than used to te supposed: ?8::ohaps the second species
moves away in winier.

Str~ated P8roalote. Occasionally ~ecorded; uncommon.

~astern Silvere~,'e._ 'N:LlteT number-s seemed low, perhaps
because a'./aila\-;:~l~.tJ of food r-educe d by drought.

White-napeQ Hon~je~~er~

r-e-tur-m r.g to t.nc Ranees
Fr08 banding records numbers

s eencc much lower than usual; yet



four nests were known close together at Lee's Creek and 90
there seemed to be p18nty of breeding pairs.
Occasional w.irrt.e r- records.

Brown-headed Honeyeat_er< Two nests, both parasitised by
Pallid Cuckoo? found in 'first week January; in one,
three b Lr-d s were r eed mg the cuckoo and in the other,
four to si-x.

Eastern S~ineoill. necoveries of banded birds show that
they move r r-cm the' Ranges to open country but more
information is needed. Breeding (2 nests) only recorded
at Lee; s Creek.

Tawny-crowned Hon~yeater. One i" O'Connor 30 July,
banded 3'1 JUly; f Lr-at. iecord for A.C.T. and nearby N.S.W.

Regent Honeyeat~!~

from 10 February to
Small numbers reguiar in Hackett
:2 April.

Fuscous Honeyeater.
irruption ccmpar-ab.t e

Occasional
to ';964,

winter records; no spring

Yellow-faced Honeveater. Numbers banded in the Ranges
were much 10'Ner than ~Y:. pr-ev.i ous years, yet nine nests
were known at Lee's Creek where singing males seemed to
be evenly daet.r-Lbut.ed, A few wi.nt er- records.

White-eared Honeyeater" Reg'lls.::o in Canberra in winter;
always in the Ranges, but fewer in winter.

Yellow-tufted Hone~eater. Three banded Botanical
17 July; noted 0 1 .ronnor- 5 March"

Gardens

White-nlumeo. Hontxeater~, Reg uLar- in Narrabundall from May
throughout the winter; bred as usual on Black Mt.
PanLnaul a ,

Crescent HoneyeClter. Fairly common in the Ranges but
numbers smaller than usua.l ,

New Holland. Hone;{e8:,~ Pr-cbab Le resident, population at
Bushranger's-Creek! associated with Banksia marginata.

(Bell Miner. The calls have ~een reported from Black Mt.
behind niv. Lane Research. C. S. I.R"O.)

Noisy Miner" Resident populations on Cooma Road, Mugga
Road , weet.anger-a Road , Hacnett and. between Tharwa and
Tidbinbilla Reserve.

Yellow-throated Miner o Eggs collected in A.CoT. near
Oueanbeyen in ":957 t.a drought year) have been identified
as those of -<::his epec i es ; a fi:rst record for A.C.T. and
nearby NoS,.Wo

Red Wattle bird. Fairly common around Canberra~ particularly
in winter, and-in tho Ranges i.n summer.

Little Wattleb1r~ One 19 October~ two 28 Aprilo

Spin.y-cheeked. Ho!.!.eye8.'t8L. Recorded near- Wee Jasper
March; has not been r8corued in our area for many years.

No:isy FrLarb .~·(L~Flr3t r-ecor-d 9 September, last about
1 ApriL

Australian Pi.£..~t::. Al.way s common in grasslands. Only ~wo
pairs bred JL -in.dd oc cs WP2t or B'l.ack Mt , as compared Wlth



at least six in 1964.

TIiawond Finch. A few s~mmeT records;
uncertain.

winter status still

10.

Ze bra Finch.
and some (?6)

A flook of about 26 regular near Duntroon
fairly re~~lar near Nerang Pool.

Banded Finch. Apparently ur.aff8cted by drought, though
perhaps the species t.s caught Ll l.ega.Ll y for cage pur-pos es ,
Only two nests found west of Black Mt. where twelve were
found in 1964.

(Plum-headed Finch. One nug~es October~ probably an escape)

Red-browed Finch. Now quite rare and apparently gone from
many places, perhaps because of ~he drought. Only two nests
west of Black Mt. where six were found in 1964.

Olive-backed Oriole.
later sightings.

First record 10 October and a few

Satin BOwerbird. Regular in the Ranges, but fewer in winter
when flocks are found at the forest edge. A bOwer at New
Chumfs Road had a platfor~ of thin twiGS 4 feet in diameter
and about 2 inches thick.

(Spotted Bowerbird. A bird in October at the junction of
JJryandra St. and Weetangera Rd. was well described by Mark
Clayton, but confirmation of what seems to be an extraordinary
occurrence is needed.)

Raven. Occasional in ~he Ran;es; common elsewhere.

White-winged ehough. Regular in the pine forests and fairly
regular in open forest-.

Pied Currawong.
Canberra in the
out the year.

Common
winter;

in the
8. f 8'N

Ranges
remain

in
in

summer and
each place

in
through-

Grey Currawong"
area.

Small numbers regularly seen throughout

Grey Butcher-bird. A few records; mostly in the Ranges in
autumn.

Blackbird.
develop in

Probably extending
new areas.

its range as trees and gardens

Skylark. Regular and common in grassland, e.g. round Lake
Burley Gr-arr i.n.

Goldfinch.
November-;

Laying west of Black Mt. s~arted in last week
fewer b=ed there than i~ i96~ (2 yrs:4).



REPORT ON BIRD SL~V3Y OF T~E MOLONGLO RIVER FLATS

(East eat of Lake Berley Griffin)

by

R. Brown and R. Gibson

INTRODUCTION

From November 1965 to June 1966 inclusive we
made twenty bird cenS~2es at the east end of Lake Burley
Griffin. YVe tried. to sur-vey the ar-ea at least once a
.ror-enLgnt , but have not always succeeded.

Our chief ooj ect W~lS to count all species of
water b Lr-da but: «e also noted o-ther- species present though
we did not always court them.

Be f'o r a r-en.Lar- count-s began, on 21 Nov, we
visiteci the area ort.en "r-om 2~~ Nay ~96:; onwar-ds. Notes
made on these visits are inc}~ded below.

The area covered is bounded on the north by the
Molonglo River from just below Duntroon bridge; on the
west by the lake itself; on the southwest by Jerrabomberra
Creek; and on the east by the Duntroon-Fyshwick road.

The same route was walked on each visit~ viz.
from the Duntroon-Fyshwisk road along the left bank of the
Molonglo to the lake. theY.: along the lake edge and back along
the west side of the JerrabombeTra backwaters, across to the
Molonslo and back to the road: a short walk down on the
west of the road by the farm about half way from the railway
to the D~ntroon bridge: a visit to the small swamp between
the railway and Canberra Ave. on the west of the road.

SYS'i'"1UT'Ie I;;-OTES

Dusky Moorhen,_ Pre s ent. in decreasing numbers from 24 May to
13 Nov; then none aoted till 19 nee when one present.
Numbers remained low (max.7) till ~2 May when 22 were
counted! but fell off again to :0 on 19 June.

Eastern Swampheno Occasional in small numbers from 24 IIIay
1965. Highest number (7-2) present in June 1966.

Coot. Present from 24 May t c : J Nov; then none noted until
'12 nee. when one observed. Small number (6 or less) till
early April and then a sharp increase from 12 May to
maximum numbers of a'c;o!J.t;~O at- the end of June. The increase
noted in th~s species and in the Dusky Moorhen early in May
coincided with a f'a.Ll. in wat ez- level at this time.

Little Gre~e. ODe 9 Nov.. three 26 Feb •• four 26 March;
sharp increase to 25 on 12 May (max. 36); then numbers
remained between 20 and 25 till end of June.

Hoar:cr.eaded Grebe. Only noted three times: present 25 Bept , ,
two 26 Feb.! and two 3 April.

Great Crested Grebe. Seen once ~2 June 1965.

Black Cormor-ant. Pr-aserrt 0rJ. all visits. On 21 Nov. 250 flew
west overhead; but cenerally number-s varied from 2 to about
50, us~ally about 20.

Little 31aok Oormoran~.

them j?l:linJ, on 2'1 -Nov.
Pr-esent on all visits. 75, many of

Ot.nerw i ee numbers varied from 2 to



about 5C; 12.

Pied Coz-mcz-ant.,
4 Feb.

One on 21 Nov .• one 27 Nov., and one

Little Pied Cormoraq!, Present on all visits (about 5) from
24 _May to December, gradually increasing to 24 in January,
ana afterwards generally be-tween ·15 and 30.

Darter. First r-ecor-ded for A.C.T', on 24 May 1965:
seven present a.lmos t r-egul.ar-Iy until 13 Nov.

one to

Pelican.
period.

Occas LonaI as s ingl e birds throughout the

Marsh Tern.
one 27 Nov.

2 on 25 Sept. ~ yrese~t 6 Nov., ) on 13 Nov.,

Silver Gull Present nearly S.l'M<,'S on the lake and in the
marshes. From Nov. to ear-Ly Jan. considerable fluctuations,
but max. 49: then number-s rnuoh lower (6 Or less) till end
May. 22 noted on !9 June.

Spur-winged Plover. Present en all visits.
to end June number-e Yc-obao l ',' much Lnc r-eae ed
regularly except during Jan: when less than

From late Nov.
20-90 seen
10.

Banded Plover. Four on 21 No','. and four 12 May, 1966.

Eastern Golden Plover.
A,C.T)

One on 13 Nov. (first record for

Red-capped Dot t.er-e L, Twc on :6 Dec:
unsuitable hab i ta~for -thi.e species.

appears an unusual and
First record for A.C.T.

Black fronted Dotterel.
palrs or threes. but six

Iz-r-eguLar- throughout,
0:;:' eeven In Dec.

usually in

White-headed Stilt. Onl.y su:gly or in pairs, during Sept. to
Nov.

Wood Sand-riper.
for A.CoT.,.

One 0[;. 21 and cne 27 Nov. (first records

Sharp-tailed S3.::Ld;:;.iper. Present iroQ. 25 Sept. to
l15 on 21 Nov). Also one 26 Fe~o .• one 20 March.

Nov.

JaDanese Sni"pe
9 on 6 Novo

Present fro~ 6 Nov. to 2 Jan. Maximum

Glossy Ibis. Present in ~loc~s of 5 to 37 from 30 Oct.
to 2 Jan. One on 20 Jan. j one 4 Feb.

White Ibis. Irregular in small numbers until Nov. After
13 No'.". present or, near-Ly e\le!'] visit: numbers fluctuated:
'fO noted 2 Jan: 25-3G on four other visits in Ncv , , Dec , ,
March, May; lesser numoer-s (about 10) at other times.

Straw-nec~ed Ibis, Recorded on nearly all visits till Nov.
24 48 seen almost regularly from 27 Nov. to 20 Jan., after
which ar-r-eguLar' Ln much ema l Le:r numbers ("1-5).

Royal SEooLbilL A single tLr-o on 19 Dec. and again on 2 Jan.

Yellow -bi:;"led Spoon';::2J.l. Small numbers fairly regular till
4 Nov. appa:::'8l:tly mor-e Tt;,:: to!{n rr-on: 13 Nov. to 19 De c,. ,
-tner-eert er- t'o ~.:t' or -:.833 e e e.n ir:"e,;ularly.



small numbers. Nax'imum 0::' E; r-ecor-de-r on 27 Novo 13.

White-faced Heron. Recorded 0::" all visits; probably a resident
population of 4 6. Possibly breu, as juveniles seen in Jan.
and Feb.

White-necked Heron. Seen O~ 12 June 195) and a single bird
present in mid December.

Nankeen NlghT Heron. Small numbers (:-3) present from 24 May
to 4 Feb. None seen afterwards. Not recorded regularly but
very likely overlooked.

Cattle ~gret. A single bird on 9 ano. 13 Nov.

Wood Duck. Present lG large numbers ~rom 24 May to July 1965;
then decreased and was absent from 6 to 27 Nov when 7 were
counted. Numbers then increased and remained high with
fluctuations (20-95 'l till end ~T1.<.'__8.

Black Swan. Present on most visits from 8 July to 12 TIec.
(max. 9). Irregular till 25 Feb.. no~e noted then till 6 June
when 20 counted and 28 0:::' :'J June,

Mountain Duck.
to 19 May.

Irregular i~ small numbers (1-5) from 21 Nov.,

Black Duck. The commonest duck~ presen~ on all visits. From
21 Nov. to 4 Feb. numbers rIuct.uat.ed from 47 to 31'1 (max. 19
Dec.); then they increased and remained steady above 300 till
19 May when 513 counted; 399 on ) June and 499 on 19 June.

Grey Teal. Present on all visits, 1 4 Nov, numbers were about
100 but Guring TIee. and Jan. they decreased to about 20, and
even 5 on 19 TIee. Since February numbers have increased until
May anc June when numbers have stayed between "iOO and 200.

Blue-Winged Shoveller. Two on 2i Nov. (one a flapper), another
even smaller youn6 on 27 ~ov, ~ 10 on 12 Dec., 6 on 16 Dec., one
female 19 TIec., and another on 4 Feb.

White-ey8d Duck •.
interesting that
the lake, beyond

IrTegul~r i~ small numbers
larger n~mbeTs occur in the
Black Mi. Peninsula.

(1-9), but it is
western part of

Musk Duck. A male on Molonglo River, on 19 June 1966.

Swamp Harr~er. Singly or In pa.ir-s from Nov. to Feb.

Brown Goshawk. Singly in Nov ; , Jan and ApriL

Whistlinp: Kite. One pair usually present.

Black-shouldered Ki te. Two pairs pr-es ent regularly.

Little Falcon. One pair seen during the summer.

Nankeen Kestrel. SeeD A~g~st.

Boobook eml. One dead on the road in June 1966.

Barn Owl. One dead in March.

Pallid Cuckoo. Seen 6 Nov.

Welcome Swallow. II'regulur i~ flocks.

Fair,\' Martin~> Lr-r eguIar' --..L r Locas ,

Tree Martin. Lr-r-egcLar' an f10,:;:0:3.

Gre'l FantaiL Regu Iar' along r-aver's .



Willy WagtaiL ReguLar- and common, breeds. 14.

Scarlet Robin.

Flame Rob:'n.

Seen July.

Small psrties seen in winter.

Golden Whistler.

Rufous Whistler.

Seen May 1965.

Seen 3 April.

Magpie Lark. Regular and common. Breeds.

Black-faced Cuckoo Sh~ike-!.. Occ asiona.L in summer

White-fronted Chat. Seen July and Nov.

Yellow-tailed Thornbill. Seen May to July 1965, breeds.

Brown Song Lark•.
record in A.C.T,

2 on 2: Nov., slao
in recent vear-s ,

seen 27 Nov. First

Little Grassbird. Regular from Nov.

Reed Warbler. Regular frc~ Sept, to Feb.

Cisticola. Regular from Nov to Feb.

Superb Blue Wren. Regular Gut uncommon.

Yellow-faced acmeyeater. Seen _~ ApriL

Noisy Friar bird. Seen 6 Nov.

Australian Pipit. Regular and commen.

Zebra finch. Seen Nov.

Raven. Regular 1 common.

Black-backed Mag~ Regular 1 common.

Blackbird. Regular along river.

House Sparrow. Seen around farm.

Goldfinch. Regular~ common - breeds.

Skylark. Regular. common.

Starling. Regular, common - breeds.

DAILY BIRD COUNTS IN DOWNER.

by

D. JUdge

From March to JUly 1966 inclusive bird counts were
made in and around my garden in Padbury St.! Downer 1 between
0700 and 0830 hrs., usually starting at 0730. Counts were made
on 7 days in Nar-ch , 14 in Apr-LL, 10 in May, 22 in June and
29 in July.

Thp ~rea (east half of both Padbury and Legg Streets)
was recently -b~iit-up. most houses being occupied by February
1966. At first all the gardens wer~ sunbaked expanses of clay
In my own gardeIl the soil was turned in March, grass seed was



sown in April and. epr-out ec in RIa:i '.'.'hen I also put up a feeding 150
table and nut/suet feeder and made a rockery round the table.
In June I built a concrete b i r-d "bath near the table and began
to put out food. I also planted ",:,1'1 irteen trees and fifty
four shrubs, native and exo~ic. TrJee more trees and four
shrubs were added in July.

The only important vegetation in the neighbourhood
when development was complete l was ~calJPtus cinerea about
15 feet ntgh , along Ber-r-y 3t., mat-ur-e "Sucalyptus macarthurii
along Swindan St.~ and mature pine and Quer~us cerris along
Melba St. The pines continue arounci Downer School and shopping
centre and the playing :'L<!.ds, .rcr-mnz three sides of a squar-e,
The fourth side had mature stands of ~calyptus cinerea.
Around this area with trees. there was virtually an ornithol­
ogical desert, when the CC'l.an t s were started.

The object of the coun~s was ~o record the changes
in the bird life after the area was built up and as gardens
matured and a habitat capa'c l e of supoor-t a.ng a bird population
developed. Naturally oos ervat Lons over- .r tve months are far
too limited to enable any t.rends to be de t ec t ed , but it is
worth giving a 1:,r1e1 account, cf ttLe':,ird population at the
start of the art~ficial change in the area 80 that developments
can be traced in Eu-tu--e anc partly at' ar, example of the use of
regular counts even i1: appe.rent Ly unpromising situations. As
it is, and as may be easily seen from the following account ,
it seems probably that the deve Lopment of a lawn in May, the
planting of trees anti shr-ubs '. and feeding and pr-ovac tng a
bird bath in June haVe,8r1 tc'an increase in the number of birds
visiting the garden rcr- per-en in; and feeding.

Species flying OV~.f>

Common spec-ies seen in Mare:h. April, May and June
were OeLans , at first s Lngl y , t.hen in small parties of three
and four. w L'th a large r l ock of be .:.: in June, and small parties
again in July. Ravens (1-2) wer-e e i.ghned , with a maximum of
26 and t vt cue.La during Ju.t y, RQ(:k Doves showed a maxdmum of
39 durir~ June j as did Peeweest 18, S~arraws and Starlings
were present du:::,ing 2,:1 mo"ths. Other species seen occasionally
were Gold f Lr.chae , a amali. par-tv of '0 in March 5 in June and
3 an JUly: an Auet.re.l i.an Goahawk , Rec 'NattIe uar-d , Noisy Friar­
bird, Welco~e Swallow~ Straw-necked Ibis~ Black-faced Cuckoo­
Shrike and a Spu.c-wanged Pl.over-, ua.Laha.Rock Doves, Peewees,
Sparrows~ Starlin~s, GolJfinches j Red Wattle-birds, Nois~
Friar-birds. WelC0rne Swallo~s aud Blac~-faced Cuckoo-Shrlkes
are likely to use the area a.s a habitat" though the Goshawk "
may take to hunting t.hr-cuvn ct in due course. The other spec aes
are birds of passa;e wLic~ wlll probably never settle in the
garden.

Species perching and :"eed.l£g

No birds were ween to l~nd during March, April and May.
However! a single Rocka~urra uerched in March and again in May!
a single Starlir.g Ln Ap::,-:'1 ar,d 3 Rock Doves once in May.

FeeQing began in J~~e and a quite marked change in
behaviour occurred. Suar-rows 3xA St.ar-Lm.ts per-ched and then
landed and fed. On ttlree days .; - 5 Pied Cur-rawongs flew in
and fed.

The .r or.Low.ing -'Ji.c:'ds per-chen but did not land and. feed;
Black-faced Cuckoo-Sh~ike twice, Peewee once. Red Wattle-blrd
once, Raven once, Rock Dove four times~ fifteen individualsj and
Magpies twice. ten lndividuals.

-tj.me e ,

did not
60 +

Dur-Ln.: July a Kookabur-r-a -e rched once , N':agpies four
S;:,arrOW2 c:;Lti,', '!?d t o 1'>"'2,:1, alU-::ngr, the number, (3)
Inuz-eas e , 3L--.trlL:,\.:3 conu Inued and increased up to



on occasions, w~th an average of 30+. A Black-faced Cuckoo 16
8

Shrike fed once , as d i.d one wf.Ll.Le Wagtail. Peewees came in
Oiles and twos on sixte8~ iays, and Ravens made a quick dash
in and OUL twice. Three c~hGr times they flew around for a
while and discovered small bo~es, on the roofs of nearby
houses, which Starlings had appai-ent.Ly dropped.

The absence of Pied Currawongs was noted for this
month and may correlate wt t.h 3 July reduction suggested from
the 1965 Canberra census.

by

S. lEare'Ls-r::i:.

At t.he June ;))eeting\966, Hr , A.L.G. ~lcDonald

of Forrest dis'pla~.·e~ a dra'o'l:-ng. of a b Lr-d which seemed to
be a Pheasant lPhaslanus colchlCU~ It had recently been
mane by a friend of his. also living in Forrest, who saw the
bird in his gar-den, As some ~ntere8t was shown at the
meeting, r.'Ir. Mc.DoDa1.d d.i scus.s eu the matter with his friend
and learned further that a pair of c~ptive birds were in a
garden in DominicL 0ir~ult. He ~an~ me un and on 12 June 1966
we visited a Hr, Nonehcn of 24 Donnmon Circuit where indeed
we found a fine 1 healtf~-lQQklng pair of Pheasants in a
chicken pen. My, Ncnahan 880'-':: that the hen had been around
his garden far some whi.Ls d'Llr::"ng Las-t s pr-t.ng , and that in the
end he had caught at. when i. t '~8came entangled in a vine. He
had put it in the chicken r-un ....here It had laid an infertile
egg. The ~ock ap;earec aGOU~ last February an~ had found
its way into the cage w.tt.h tile hen) where both birds have
t'Lour-t ensd e Lnc s, tnen,

As far 3,S I C:~J!1 8.'IJ&.re. there has been no authenticated
record of this bird ~:n the A,C;.T cr-evaous l.y , though for some
time tbere have been o-er-ei s t ent r-umour-s of the birds in the
Forrest-Griffi t.h ar-ea. These were par-t t cul ar-Ly rife in the
last half of 1964 and early 'S65. Further, an English friend
who should know something of the species, told me that he had
heard pheasants crowing In tfl8 G~dgenby valley last summer,
while Mr. Monahan said thai he Luew the bird in the Captain's
Flat area where he foruerly liv~d.

Dou c't l e s s , then" there is ,", ame.Lk , scattered
population in and ar-ound the A,C.T •., 'but I do not know whence
they o.r i gIna t ec , It may be r-emar-ked "that the Canberra birds
have evadent Ly chos en a buaLt-eup area as their habitat, though
normally they are muon more of a woodland species. In any
case tr.ey are uau.al Ly r-egardeo as\}'ery sedentary, so that
spread frolli a releass or escape centre could be slow.

This record is glven partly to find out if anyone has
information on 'the original 'm'tr-oduct t on into and earlier
occurrences in the Ao 8.1'. and par-t.Ly for the historical record,
in case the apec aes should be come thoroughly established
in the neighbQurhoo~.



A.G.T. Swallow ~nguilI

An enquiry into 'the ur-eeda.ng status of the Welcome
Swallow (Hirundo neoxena Gauld) in the AoC.T. was proposed
for 1965 66. Unfortunately this failed partly because not
enough helpers came forward j (so~e who did, were unable to
da field work) and rartly be8ause the organiser did not
~upervise the activities adequately. However, just enough
lnformution was 6athered tc make this note worthwhile as
a demonstration that a very good opportunity of useful
field work was missed.

In the 1954-65 season swa.r.rcws had nested freely
under the culve.rt s ani br-adges on the Cot t er- and 'l'ha'rwa
roads. The earliest egg was laid on 01- about 12 Sept. and
several pairs must have started their first clutches before
1 Oct. Most pairs ?robatly raisec or attempted at least
two broods and the last young left the nest or would have
done so in mid-January,

In the 1965-66 season after a long! very dry period,
not only were there fewer pairs along the Cotter road (3:5),
but the birds did not start laying till 27 or 28 Oct., though
nests were being renovated in the last week of AUfust. None
attempted a second brooc. A~ the Murru~bidgee Bridge,
however, from what c-~ld be ~uessed of inaccessible nests or
deduced from flying young j probably the four pairs present
laid first Ln late Sept, or early Oct. and may have attempted
second broods. In the HaJ._~ a.r-ea Chr-j stina Harding had
observations of nests renovated before 7 Rov. but never laid
in. On the othe r hand Ian Rowley at Gear-y t s Gap had a nest
with its first egg on 30 Sept , , which euc ceas ru.Ll.y fledged
young on 9 Nov.

It is interesting that records from South of
Melbourne showed that swallows startei building or renovating
nests from mid-July and a~tended the nests till mid-September,
but never laid eggs; and this wt-cn onry three wet days in
July, one in August ami. two in Sep-cemuer-,

One's guess, then. is that away from per~anent water
like the Murrumbidgee or good dams near homesteads, swallows
are inhibited from laying-by lack of the right amount of rain,
whatever that may be. Nest build in:; could, of course, be
totally prevented by lack of mud~ ~ut in the A.C.T. last
season away from good water it was just damp enough for the
birds to renovate their nests at about the right time; laying,
however, was probably o.elayed for a mo~th or more beyond the
normal time aYld some pairs may well have departed without
breeding.

It w i Ll be realised that a thorough survey would
probably have obtained some interesting data on these points
and would cer-taf.nl.y have pr-ovfded an excellent criterion for
comparison with future years.

S. Marchant


