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INTRODUCTION  

 

The Annual Bird Report (ABR) is part of Canberra Bird Notes (CBN) and is based on all available 

records of birds recorded in the Canberra region during the year in question. These records are from 

COG members and members of other bird-watching organisations such as Birdlife Australia and 

eBird Australia (Cornell University). The report makes this information readily available to all COG 

members and the public, and draws attention to significant changes or trends in the distribution or 

abundance of species. To assist research, nearly all copies of CBN, beginning with Vol 1 (1968) are 

available on the COG Website http://cbn.canberrabirds.org.au/. In addition, statistical reports of each 

bird species observed in the COG Area of Interest (COG AoI) are stored on the COG website 

http://canberrabirds.org.au/our-birds/bird-finder/.  

 

COG's area of interest (the óCanberra regionô) is defined as the area bound by parallels of latitude 

34° 45' and 36° 00' S and meridians of longitude 148° 40' and 149° 45' E (see Map 1, p. 111). This 

encompasses an area of 13675 sq. km, of which the ACT, at 2357 sq. km, is only 17.2%. For COG's 

purposes of data analysis and reporting, the area is divided into a grid of 780 cells, each of 2.5 minutes 

of latitude and longitude (3.5 x 4.5 km). Each cell is identified by an alphanumeric code: A-Z across 

the region from west to east and 1-30 from north to south (see Map 2, p. 112). Elevations in the ACT 

range from 450 m above sea level to 1911 m at the top of Mt Bimberi, and the ACT proper is about 

130 km from the sea. 

 

Records maintained by COG are categorised according to survey type used to collect the data, for 

which the methodology used may vary. Most records are now by COG members and others using the 

Cornell University eBird application (eBird). Incidental observations (INC) are submitted via 

Canberra Nature Map and the COG website application. Specialised COG surveys such as the Garden 

Bird Survey (GBS), Woodland Survey (WOO), and Waterbird Survey (WBS) are well established. 

Additionally, records from COG's area of interest that are submitted to BirdLife Australia (BLA) are 

provided to COG under an agreement between the two organisations. Other atlassing records 

submitted by COG members by paper record forms are designated COG. 

 

Table 1 (p. 91) provides details of which survey contributes to the records for each species. However, 

in the Systematic List section, records from all these surveys are considered collectively and 

Readers should note that the COG databases and the others such as eBird and BLA databases are 

being continually updated, with data being added, sometimes from earlier periods. The annual 

ñsnapshotò of data relating to previous years in this Annual Bird Report may be different from 

that reported previously in ABRs. For example, last year the number of sheets reported for 

2014 - 15 was 7860. This yearôs report shows that this number has increased to 8367. 

http://cbn.canberrabirds.org.au/
http://canberrabirds.org.au/our-birds/bird-finder/
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summarised under the heading 'General'. The Garden Bird Survey (GBS) is dealt with separately 

because records are collected on a weekly basis rather than shorter periods. 

 

COG asks that observers of any sightings of birds considered ñunusualò in the Canberra region (see 

Appendix 2, p. 116) submit an Unusual Bird Report Form to the COG Rarities Panel. Only reports 

accepted by the panel become endorsed COG records. All records of unusual birds in this ABR have 

been so endorsed unless indicated otherwise. The list of unusual birds is reviewed from time to time 

and is published at http://www.canberrabirds.org.au/. The decisions of the rarities panel are published 

regularly in Canberra Bird Notes, and are available online for members, http://canberrabirds.org.au. 

Another useful resource is the Annotated Checklist of the Birds of the Australian Capital Territory, 

available from http://canberrabirds.org.au/publications/maps-forms-and-lists/annotated-checklist-of-

the-birds-of-the-australian-capital-territory/. The names and sequence of birds, in this list and in the 

Systematic List in this report conform to the BLA Working List of Australian Birds, available at 

http://birdlife.org.au/conservation/science/taxonomy . 

 

THE YEAR IN CONTEXT  

 

The ABR summarises all the records held in the COG databases but cannot be considered a 

comprehensive or necessarily accurate reflection of the real situation. Many factors influence the 

level and consistency of reporting of the bird species in the region. Several of the major influencing 

factors on this year's ABR are mentioned briefly here. The effects of these influences need to be taken 

into account when attempting any interpretation of the data in the ABR. 

 

Geographical variables such as temperature, rainfall, and water levels in the main lakes of the region 

can have a very significant effect on bird demographics. Max and min temperatures in the ACT in 

2015-2016 were again significantly higher than usual, except for a period of cold nights in September. 

Rainfall varied, with average or above average rain in Jul, Aug, Nov, Jan, May and Jun and very little 

rain in the other months. Conditions provided sufficient water to maintain a reasonable growing 

season for the region. Water levels in natural pondages within the ACT were reasonably high but 

Lakes George and Bathurst water levels continued to decrease (see WBS overview p. 10, and 

Appendix 1, p. 115). ACT Govt policy to create wetlands as part of stormwater reticulation structures, 

and the development of new suburbs in Gungahlin and Molonglo, has created many water retention 

ponds that have dramatically increased the habitat for water birds, and subsequently the number of 

species reported.  

 

As well as the 67 Garden Bird Survey charts, there were 289 contributors of records from surveys 

from COG or via eBird or BirdLife Australia (see list p. 105). The 11621 sheets submitted this year 

is by far the highest number of observations submitted in COGôs history. It would appear that this 

considerable increase in observations recorded is due to the availability of new technology, such as 

mobile phone apps, that facilitates the entry of data from the field. While the increase in data 

submitted is to be welcomed, it should be noted that some of the observations are incidental sightings 

of interesting species, rather than from a standard atlas survey methodology as advocated by BLA. 

Nevertheless, these are data issues to be addressed rather than ignored. COG appreciates the efforts 

of all observers who report their observations. 

 

Government and non-government agencies continue to seek COGôs assistance in addressing 

important environmental issues. Hence, more members should get involved in surveying and submit 

more records to enhance the value and accuracy of this resource. 

 

http://www.canberrabirds.org.au/
http://canberrabirds.org.au/publications/maps-forms-and-lists/annotated-checklist-of-the-birds-of-the-australian-capital-territory/
http://canberrabirds.org.au/publications/maps-forms-and-lists/annotated-checklist-of-the-birds-of-the-australian-capital-territory/
http://birdlife.org.au/conservation/science/taxonomy
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SUMMARY STATISTICS  

 

In 2015-16, 247 bird species were recorded in our 

area, with 159730 sightings, up significantly on 

last year, and much higher than in any other year. 

Some sightings of rare vagrant species that were 

unable to be confirmed have not been included. As 

in recent years, totals have been boosted by COGôs 

11th ñACT Bird Blitzò (see Allan 2016) held in 

Oct 2015. 

 

There has been a significant increase in the 

number of observers this year with a comparable 

increase in the number of sheets being presented. 

The average number of sheets per observer is now 

40, up from 32 last year and 18 the year before. 

The number of sightings per sheet (14) remains 

about the same as last year (15). This has resulted 

in the number of sightings increasing to approx. 

160000 this year well up from 121000 last year 

and from 75000 the previous year. The average 

number of sightings per sheet (14) and median of 

11 indicates that, while many record sheets 

submitted are incidental sightings of ñinterestingò 

birds, there are many sheets reporting on more systematic observation.  

 

Apart from the total records being much 

higher than usual, the effort is spread more 

evenly throughout the year, although winter 

observations are still decidedly lower. 

In the last two years, we have witnessed a 

revolution in the collection and reporting of 

bird sightings.  The introduction of smart 

Bird Year 2016 

Number of observers 289 

Number of sheets 11621 

Av no of sheets per observer 40 

Number of sightings 159730 

Av no of sightings per obs 553 

Av no of sightings per sheet 13.7 

 

The table on the right has been compiled 

from data currently available in the COG 

general surveys database. It updates the table 

that has appeared in this place in recent 

ABRs. The data in the table may differ from 

those in previous ABRs. 

Bird  

Year 

Species Grid  

Cells 

Sheets Observers 

2016 247 291 11621 289 

2015 267 248 8367 258 

2014 254 243 4643 247 

2013 257 231 4778 163 

2012 247 263 4381 161 

2011 235 301 3318 141 

2010 236 247 2583 145 

2009 238 273 2540 134 

2008 235 268 2547 130 

2007 234 191 2599 114 

2006 238 210 2459 107 

2005 227 181 2201 82 

2004 219 166 2082 87 

2003 229 192 2187 104 

2002 230 331 2236 135 

2001 220 390 2725 144 

2000 221 331 2455 167 

1999 221 273 1824 162 

1998 222 96 879 99 

1997 220 94 926 96 

1996 225 113 1056 103 

1995 230 174 1255 106 

1994 221 247 978 100 

1993 210 194 744 90 

1992 213 223 798 68 

1991 209 180 920 78 

1990 212 188 1174 122 

1989 220 178 2422 173 

1988 212 170 2586 155 

1987 211 167 2395 156 

1986 194 39 439 48 

1985 178 28 408 33 

1984 138 10 236 32 

1983 127 10 100 23 

 

Sheets per season 

Winter  Spring Summer Autumn Year 

2189 3049 3156 3277 2016 

1515 2213 2203 1926 2015 

763 1251 1615 1080 2014 
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phone applications, particularly the Cornell University eBird application has enabled the instant 

reporting and editing of data directly from the field. No longer do bird observers have to make written 

notes that have to be translated and entered into databases. The result has been an explosion in the 

number of bird observers reporting data, and a similar explosion in the amount of data they are 

returning.  

 

This ease of reporting has the potential to create some problems with overall data quality, related to 

observer accuracy and to the survey methods used. Another issue is an increase in the risk of data 

duplication. These risks raise issues for data managers in relation to monitoring and quality control 

of data submitted. 

 

The number of grid cells surveyed this year (291) is well above last year and one of the highest ever. 

Most frequently surveyed cells were: 

¶ L&M 14 (1075 cf 754 reports last year): Jerrabomberra Wetlands NR, Molonglo Reach and 

Fyshwick Sewage Ponds (FSP). 

¶ K13 (832 cf 620 last year): Acton including ANU and ANBG. 

¶ K15 (704 cf 475 last year): Woden Valley and part of Red Hill NR including 572 from one 

residence in Garran. 

¶ L13 (555 cf 438 last year): Central Canberra and part of Mt Ainslie N from 112 different sites 

in wetlands, parks and nature reserves. 

¶ L12 (454 cf 286 last year): Watson and Mitchell, particularly Downer and Flemington and 

Mitchell Ponds. 

¶ J12 (451 cf 223 last year) Lake Ginninderra with 122 observations from a single observer in 

Ginninderra Ck in Evatt and Melba. 

¶ J13 (392 cf 352 last year) with 54 records by a single observer at Mt Painter NR and 50 by 

another at The Pinnacle NR. 

¶ K16 (375 cf 389 last year): Wanniassa and Fadden. 

¶ L10 (363 cf 187): Mulligans Flat Nature Reserve. 

¶ S13 (355): Bungendore, including Bungendore Sewage Ponds and Trucking Stop Lane. 

 

Table 1, p 91, shows the number of ñgeneral surveysò records per species. The 10 most frequently 

recorded species have changed a little since last year, as indicated in the table. Thirteen 

endorsed species were recorded only once.  

 

Rank Species Records Comment 

1 Australian Magpie 6994 Same rank as last year 

2 Magpie-lark 5269 Up from 4 last year 

3 Crimson Rosella 5165 Same rank as last year 

4 Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 5080 Down from 2 last year 

5 Red Wattlebird 4778 Same rank as last year 

6 Pied Currawong 4657 Up from 7 last year 

7 Galah 4502 Down from 6 last year 

8 Australian Raven 4325 Same rank as last year 

9 Superb Fairy-wren 3719 Same rank as last year 

10 Crested Pigeon 3398 Same rank as last year 
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Highlights and Lowlights  

 

As was the case last year, this year the most important highlight is still the significant increase in 

observer effort, with the highest number of observers ever submitting more reports per observer, with 

an average of 14 sightings per observation. This has resulted in significant increases in the number of 

sightings and the number of birds sighted across the board. This must be considered in interpreting 

the statistics for individual species. While the increased number of sightings and higher bird counts 

may appear to be good news, this is often offset by reductions in the reporting rate and abundance 

statistics. 

 

The first endorsed record of a Square-tailed Kite in Ainslie, plus a report from Gunning was of 

considerable interest. Although there have been some probable sightings of the species in the COG 

AoI in the past, this was the first endorsed record. Of some interest also was the appearance of the 

Bar-shouldered Dove in the ACT for the first time since a single record in1992 (Wilson 1999 p36). 

Whether this time it was a single dove that did a grand tour of Greenleigh Bushland, Flynn and 

Bibaringa, or 3 different birds, has not yet been determined. 

 

Several species appear to be on the increase. The Eastern Koel continues its upward trend in most 

metrics with this being particularly noticeable in the GBS records (sometimes in the early hours of 

the morning) while still being entirely absent from WOO records. For the Grey Butcherbird, a 

woodland species also found in the suburbs, the number of birds, records, abundance and reporting 

rate have increased notably in recent years. The reporting rate in the general surveys has shown a 

steady upward trend since 1991, but the species was not reported in the GBS until 2001. The graph 

shows the A value (Abundance = average no of birds per site per week, see p. 102 for explanation 

and definition) for this species in the GBS. 

 

 

This year the Common Starling is the most numerous bird, with 95,279 individuals counted. 

Common Starlings also contributed the biggest single maximum count of 4,800 individuals. There 

is also a small, but apparently sharp (56%) upturn in the A value in the GBS, from A=1.17 to 

A=1.81. However, this is way below the long-term A value A=15.74. So despite some large 

numbers of birds sighted, the species has been in decline for many years and has demonstrated only 

a slight upturn this year. 

0
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0.4
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There has been a sudden plunge in Mistletoebird numbers with nearly all metrics dropping by 

around a half across General, WOO and GBS records over the last 20 years. 

 

There also has been a steady reduction in the reporting rate of the Yellow Thornbill, from 3.8% in 

1998 to only 1.0% in 2016. 

Brown Treecreeper reporting rate and abundance ï parameters independent of the recent huge 

increase in observer effort ï are both the lowest figures since the data series commenced in 1987. 

 

 
 

With the raptors, there is mixed news. Both the Wedge-tailed Eagle and Little Eagle appear to be 

maintaining their presence in the region, with reporting rates being steady for several years. However, 

the Brown Falcon reporting rate has, over the last 3 years, dropped to its lowest level ever. 
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The cuckoos have been experiencing mixed fortunes in latter years, with some, such as the Shining 

Bronze-cuckoo maintaining its presence with fairly steady reporting rates, while others, particularly 

the Pallid Cuckoo have experienced a sharp drop recently, although there are faint signs of some 

recovery. 

 

 
 

The White-browed Woodswallow has had an interesting chequered history in our region. This year, 

only 11 records are available in a year characterised by quite intense birdwatching in the region. 

Classified as an uncommon, breeding summer migrant, the number of records and number of birds 

sighted has fluctuated markedly since 1982. There have been only 7 years since 1982 with any records 

and 12 years when the species failed to turn up. This species is highly nomadic. It remains to be seen 

whether it will again turn up in greater numbers. 

 

Another species experiencing long term decline in reporting rates is the Rufous Fantail. In 1992, the 

reporting rate was 2.2%, and since then it has varied from year to year, but the overall trend had been 

downwards to its present lowest level of 0.3%. Similarly, the Leaden Flycatcher reporting rate has 

declined from 6.9% in 1998 to 2.9% in 2016, its lowest value ever. 

 

In the Rufous Whistler report last year, it was noted that up until 2001, the species was recorded in 

every month of every year. Since then the date range had been reduced for 12 of the 13 years, with 

last year being the shortest duration on record, from Aug 21 to Apr 23. This year the trend continues 

with the earliest record being 21 Aug and the latest 2 April. While 

it cannot be claimed that these dates are definitive of the actual 

length of stay of the species in this area this phenomenon in the 

data is something to watch. 

 

The low levels of water in LBath and LGeo for the most part of 

the year has resulted in a significant reduction in the numbers of 

ducks, such as Pink-eared ducks and Grey Teal, and other water 

birds, down from the very high levels in the previous 2 seasons. 

However, it has been a good year for the 4 cormorant species seen 

in the AoI: Little Pied, Great, Little Black, and Pied cormorants. 

 

Another lowlight is the destruction of many trees with hollows in 

Campbell Park, a popular site for the regular observation of the 

Australian Owlet-nightjar.  
Leo Berzins 
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BREEDING  

 

There were 3184 breeding records, up from 

2418 last year and from 1567 the year before. 

They include ñinspecting hollowsò and 

ñdisplayò as described in the COG breeding 

codes (see p 104). Records also include the 

BA code (br) which excludes 

ñcircumstantialò evidence such as ñinspecting 

hollowò or ñdisplayò. The table shows the 

number of breeding events across all species, 

and the percentage of that behaviour of the 

total number of breeding observations for 

2015-16. 

 

 

GARDEN BIRD SURVEY (GBS) OVERVIEW  

 

The Garden Bird Survey (GBS), which started in 1981, completed 35 years of continuous collection 

in 2015-16. We had records from 67 sites, the same number as last year. 6 sites were added,  8 sites 

were lost and 2 sites resumed observations. 

 

Sites are widely, but unevenly distributed across the region. Belconnen, with 19 sites, is well covered. 

North Canberra and Woden have 9 sites each, Weston Creek 8 sites, South Canberra 4 sites, 

Tuggeranong 7 sites, Gungahlin 3 sites, Queanbeyan 2 sites, and there is 1 site in the new Molonglo 

Valley development. There are 5 rural residential sites in NSW. 

 

Despite its name, the GBS is not strictly a ñgardenò survey. GBS sites are about 3 hectares in area 

and cover a variety of urban and near urban habitats. In addition to the 5 rural sites, many of the 

suburban sites are near urban edges such as bushland, urban parks and waterways. Many species that 

are not usually associated with suburban gardens are recorded. There are 11 sites which are near to, 

or include, a water body and frequently record water birds. 

 

The number of weeks observed per site averaged 43.4, about the same as last year. There were 22 

sites which reported 50 or more weeks (up from 19 the previous year). Overall, there were 2908 

weekly records, down slightly on the average of the last 10 years, but above the long-term survey 

average. 

 

166 species were recorded in 2015-16, up from 162 last year, and above the average number of species 

for the last 10 years which is 162. The average for the first 20 years of the survey (1981- 82 to 2000-

01) was only 138 species. The reasons for the increase in species in the last decade or so of the GBS 

are not clear, but may be just an artefact of the patchy and varying coverage of the GBS. 

 

The top 10 species ranked by the Abundance Measure A is largely unchanged from the previous year. 

Yellow-faced Honeyeater has fallen out of the top 10, replaced by Rock Dove. The abundance 

measure for both species can be volatile from year to year because they are sometimes recorded in 

large numbers, especially Yellow-faced Honeyeaters. 

 

The Eastern Koel is now being seen almost everywhere, being recorded in 82% of sites, up from 78% 

last year. After a strong increase in numbers over the last 10 years or so, Superb Parrot abundance 

Breeding behaviour Count % 

Dependent young 1351 42.4 

Bird seen on or leaving nest 624 19.6 

Nest with young 366 11.5 

Inspecting Hollow 294 9.2 

Nest building 261 8.2 

Carrying food 134 4.2 

Display 83 2.6 

Nest with eggs 32 1.0 

Breeding 21 0.7 

Copulation 16 0.5 

Faecal sac 2 0.1 
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appears to have plateaued. The abundance measure is down on last yearôs peak, and its distribution 

is about the same, at 30% of sites, but the species is now seen more widely, with a few records from 

Tuggeranong and South Canberra, rather than being only seen in the northern suburbs. Rainbow 

Lorikeets continue to become more abundant with a 19% increase in abundance and a 37% increase 

in distribution. They are now recorded in 55% of sites. 

 

Common Myna abundance is slightly (8%) down on last year, but its distribution is about the same 

as last year (72% of sites). Numbers are well down from their peak about 15 years ago, where they 

were recorded at 98% of sites and the abundance measure was 300% higher.  

 

Satin Bowerbirds have increased steadily over the life of the GBS. They are now seen at 54% of sites, 

up from 46% last year, 38% 10 years ago, 14% 20 years ago, and just 3% of sites 30 years ago. They 

were not recorded at all in the first year of the survey. Grey Butcherbirds have also been on the 

increase lately, now being seen at 79% of sites, up from just 26% of sites 10 years ago, and only about 

5% of sites in the mid 1990s. 

 

Notable rarities this year include a Lewinôs Rail in Giralang, a Square-tailed Kite in Ainslie, a Red-

backed Kingfisher in Curtin, and a Pale-headed Rosella (probably an escapee) in Wanniassa. All 

those species are new to the GBS. 

 

Many thanks to all GBS observers for their continued efforts and those who enter the data from the 

cumbersome forms into the database. 

 

WOODLAND SURVEY OVERVIEW  

 

In 1998, COG began systematic monitoring of bird species and abundance in a number of high 

conservation value Grassy Woodland locations in the ACT. Six locations were initially selected: 

Mulligans Flat, Mt Majura, Red Hill, Goorooyarroo (north), Symonston and Castle Hill. The 

following locations have since been added: Majura Firing Range (1998-99, and from 2004); 

Hall/Gold Creek, Newline and Tuggeranong Hill (all 2000); Lambrigg (2001-March 2003); 

Mt Ainslie (east) (2003); Goorooyarroo (south) (2004); Naas (2004); Kama in the Molonglo Valley 

(2005); and Jerrabomberra West (Dec 2006). See Map 4 p114. 

 

Part of the reason for the Woodland Survey is to monitor declining and threatened birds in Yellow 

Box/Red Gum grassy woodlands. The Project now has 142 monitoring points (sites) at 15 locations. 

A number of sites (generally nine plots of 50 m radius) in habitat structures of low, medium and high 

complexity are monitored at each location. Each site is surveyed for 10 minutes with all birds seen or 

heard recorded, and other birds outside the plot in the same habitat within a 100 m radius also being 

recorded. Surveys are done each season in September, end November/early December, March and 

June. 

 

Woodland Survey data is analysed to determine trends in bird abundance, and reports are published 

from time to time in Canberra Bird Notes and on the COG website (www.canberrabirds.org.au). The 

last major analysis was completed in 2010 (data from December 1998 to December 2008), and 

reported in Canberra Bird Notes in December 2010 (Vol 35/No 3). This was supplemented by an 

analysis of habitat changes and bird abundance at the six foundation locations (66 sites), also reported 

in Canberra Bird Notes June 2012 (Vol 37/No 2).  All project reports are available on the COG 

website, under the óconservationô menu. 

 

http://www.canberrabirds.org.au/
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COG provides data to the ACT Government for the monitoring of threatened species, under MOU 

arrangements.  Access to Woodland Project data has also been granted for some research projects.  

This is now an important and valuable long-term data-set, with ten years or more of data at all project 

locations.  A major analysis of project data is timely, and COG will consider how this can be 

undertaken, including the relevant questions/issues which could be addressed.   

 

Many thanks to all Woodland observers for their continued efforts and those who enter the data. 

 

WATERBIRD SURVEY OVERVIEW  

 

Lake Bathurst 

Lake Bathurst/Morass were dry from July 2105 until May 2016. In June rain filled the East basin of 

Lake Bathurst to 25% and the Southern Morass to 60%. Both bodies of water attracted small numbers 

of waterbirds. The most common was the Grey Teal with max about 1300 (for both sites combined).  

 

Lake George 

The water level has fallen to less than 25% by August. The shallow water still supported > 600 Grey 

Teal and 640 Pink-eared Ducks, and notably 40 Yellow-billed Spoonbills. The lake was dry from late 

September 2015 until May 2016. It filled to 40% in July. More than 4000 Grey Teals had gathered at 

the partially re-filled lake. 

 

Many thanks to Michael Lenz for his continued efforts and those who assist him. 

 

 

 

COG Prefers Surveys 

 

Information about locations and abundance of bird species are much more useful for research 

purposes if the data are collected in a standard organised way, so that any statistics derived from 

that data are usable, and not unduly biased. Canberra Ornithologists Group strongly recommends 

that, whenever possible, observers complete surveys in accordance with Birdlife Australia 

protocols, rather than reporting incidental sightings of one or two species. BLA survey methods 

are discussed at http://birdlife.org.au/projects/atlas-and-birdata/become-an-atlasser with the 

2-hectare/ 20 minute search being the preferred method.  

 

People using the BLA Birdata app should not find this a problem. People using the eBird app for 

recording birds can now carry out 2 hectare / 20 min searches and record their data in a way 

compatible with the BLA protocols. See the instructions for use at 

http://ebird.org/content/australia/news/birdlife-surveys/. This is good news for everyone.  

 

 

http://birdlife.org.au/projects/atlas-and-birdata/become-an-atlasser%20with%20the%202hectare/
http://birdlife.org.au/projects/atlas-and-birdata/become-an-atlasser%20with%20the%202hectare/
http://ebird.org/content/australia/news/birdlife-surveys/
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COMMENTS ON THE CONTE NT AND WRITING STYLE  OF THE SYSTEMATIC L IST 

 

The description of most species includes a summary table that conveys a considerable amount of 

information. 

 

It is important to note that some of the values in the tables for each species in this yearôs report diverge 

from those reported last year. The number of records for last year in the current tables may differ 

from those printed in last yearôs ABR. This is because a significant number of records have been 

added to the COG databases after the printing of last yearôs ABR. 

 

Seasonal variations in the number of records should be viewed with some caution, owing to the 

variability of observer effort across the seasons. Apart from the tendency of observers to go out less 

in winter and more in spring and summer, the annual COG Bird Blitz in the last weekend in October 

brings in more records for the spring season. The authors have attempted to accommodate this by 

paying more attention to the Reporting Rates rather than simply quoting number of records. 

 

The table provides a thumbnail sketch of the most relevant statistics normally reported in the Annual 

Bird Report. By including them in a table, we hope to provide the reader with essential information 

directly, and to provide the authors an opportunity to discuss interesting highlights and longer term 

trends. 

 

For further explanation of the terms used in this report, see Data, Methodologies and Explanatory 

notes on page 101. 

 

 

 

  

% change 

between this year 

and last year 

This year  
Last year  

30 year 

average 

Number of records ï 

general surveys 

Number of 

Woodland records 

Number of grid cells 

general surveys 

Number of 

breeding records -

general 

GBS abundance  

GBS number of 

sites 

Number of GBS 

breeding records 
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SYSTEMATIC L IST 
 

CASUARIIDAE :   emu 

 

Emu   Dromaius novaehollandiae     Rare, breeding resident 

A small population resides adjacent to Tidbinbilla NR where there is a captive population. 

General:  10 records this year from outside Tidbinbilla NR, with 6 near the Corin Rd (with 3 sightings 

of 5 birds  SmA1, CaR3 and HoS1) and 2 at Cotter NR and 1 on Black Range Rd GrB03 north of 

Burrinjuck Dam (McD1). There were also 19 reports of birds seen within Tidbinbilla NR. 

 

PHASIANIDAE :   quail, peafowl 

 

Stubble Quail   Coturnix pectoralis    Uncommon, breeding resident 

Grassland residents, more prevalent after rain, when grass 

growth increases suitable cover. 

General:  Considerably fewer records this year, with the 

reporting rate (0.3%) down 50% on last year and down 74% on 

both the 10 and 30YA. Most records (9) as usual from around 

LBath and areas to the east of LGeo, and the peri-urban 

grasslands around Canberra. Records from mid-July through 

late April, with the majority in spring (38% of records) and 

summer (54%). Max 8/27 Jan Collector Rd (LeM1) with 

mean 2.5 and median 2. No breeding reported. 

GBS:  A single record 1/2wk Dec Curtin (AjR1). 

 

Brown Quail   Coturnix ypsilophora    Uncommon, breeding resident 

Less frequently reported than Stubble Quail, preferring a damper habitat. 

General:  Reporting rate (0.6%) a little below last years and 

24% above the 30YA, but well below the record high (2.3%) of 

2011-12. Most records from Canberra and surrounds, such as 

JWNR, Cooleman Ridge, Ginninderra Creek and Percival Hill 

NR, but also farther afield in Goulburn Wetlands. Recorded this 

year mainly in spring (24%) and summer (37%). Max 10/15 Jun 

Cooleman Ridge (CaJ4), mean 2.1 and median 2.  

GBS:  8 records from a site in Curtin (AJR1) between 10 Jul 

and 18 Dec (a shorter period than last year and the year before). 

The A value (A=0.0031) and the number of records (8) is down 

considerably on last year, below the 10YA (14.2) but above the 30YA (5.5). 

 

Indian Peafowl   Pavo cristatus    Rare, breeding resident/escapee 

An introduced species. A long established feral flock in South Canberra.  

General: 11 records this year from Narrabundah (7), Red Hill (1), Weston Ck (1), Tidbinbilla (1) and 

Pialligo (2 records of probably domestic birds). Peafowl are intermittently and irregularly recorded 

from an established feral flock that roams the Narrabundah/Griffith area, and at other sites where they 

may be domestic rather than wild birds. Max 13/6 Jul Narrabundah (CaE1), mean 3.3 and median 2.  
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ANATIDAE :  DUCKS, SWAN 

 

Magpie Goose Anseranas semipalmata    Non-breeding resident  

Although restricted to the TNR sanctuary, the birds are free-flying and so may, in the future, establish 

wild populations. 

General: 20 records, all restricted to Tidbinbilla NR. Max 14/6 May GrF18 (KeJ5).  

 

Plumed Whistling-Duck   Dendrocygna eytoni     Non-breeding visitor 

Once regarded as a rare vagrant in this area, this species now appears to be a regular visitor. 

General: Reported from two cells, 104 records from Bungendore area (GrS13) and 6 records from 

JWNR (GrL14) of 2 birds on 16 Feb. There has been a greater than 50% decrease from last year in 

the average number of birds seen. The maximum number of birds reported 43/5 Oct Burrows Lane 

Dam (Bungendore) GrS13 (ZwM1), down from 102 last year. Many reports from this area of 20-30 

birds. Reported throughout the year, but fewer records in winter (16%). 

 

Musk Duck   Biziura lobata    Rare, breeding resident 

A diving duck preferring deep water. 

General: Very similar reporting indices to previous year. Reported from 9 cells with the maximum 

number of birds 8/9 Dec Springfield Lake near Murrumbateman GrJ08 (MuTi). Reported throughout 

the year with a maximum during the autumn from 11 sites with 15 of the 62 records from captive 

birds within the Tidbinbilla Nature Reserve Sanctuary. A single breeding record dy/31 Aug Yerrabi 

Pond (ClJ2).  

 

Freckled Duck   Stictonetta naevosa    Uncommon, non-breeding visitor 

Declared vulnerable in New South Wales 

General: When compared with the high of 5442 birds seen in 2013-14 numbers remain low (3629) 

but up from the previous year. Reported from 7 sites with the majority from JWNR and MFNR. 

Max 43/14 Jan Mulligans Flat Big Dam (SmA1) is an increase of over 100% from last year, whilst 

the average number of birds reported has increased from 3.7 last year to 9.7 this year. Reported 

throughout the year but mainly during the summer and autumn months (81%). 

GBS: A single observation 1/4wk Nov Jerrabomberra GrM16 (HaL2). 

 

Black Swan   Cygnus atratus   Common, breeding resident 

Regularly observed on bodies of water throughout the region. 

General: A large decrease in the numbers of individuals 

reported (5957 cf 9091 last year) despite a large increase in the 

number of records. Max 41/23 Aug LGeo SE GrT10 (LeM1) 

with the mean (5.8) being a decrease of over 50% from the 

previous year, although the median (3) being the same. 

Reported throughout the year. Almost the same number of cells 

reported breeding with reports from July to March. 

GBS: 19 records from 10 sites (1 rural site) with reports of 

breeding at four sites Giralang (GrK12), Jerrabomberra 

(GrM16), Greenway (GrJ16) and Acton (GrK13). Breeding all months except February. Max 12/5wk 

May Campbell (LjT1) with 10 on several occasions from Jerrabomberra. 
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Australian Shelduck   Tadorna tadornoides    Rare, breeding visitor 

Often found grazing next to farm dams. 

General: The slow increase in numbers reported from the COG 

AoI previously has not continued this reporting period with a 

decrease in the maximum number of birds reported 180/6 Nov 

Bungendore Meadow Dam GrS13 (McD1) and a decrease of 

nearly 60% in the average number of birds (10.4) from the 

previous year. Despite this, the number of grid cells reported is 

similar. Reported throughout the year, with an increase in 

breeding reports, all dy, with 12 between 29 Sep and 7 Jan from 

cell GrS13 around Bungendore and a single observation on 

17 Sep Briars Sharrow Road at Plains Road Hoskinstown GrR16 (BuM1). 

 

Australian Wood Duck   Chenonetta jubata    Common, breeding resident 

Commonly observed grazing around urban lakes and ponds. 

General: Similar population indices (abundance, reporting rate, 

average number of birds) to last year with an increase in the 

number of reported cells but with a decrease in the maximum 

number of birds 289/2 May Warrina Inlet LBG GrJ14 (BuM1) 

although the mean (11.9) and the median (6) are the same as last 

year. The most widely reported waterfowl, observed throughout 

the year. Breeding indices very like last year with reports from 

30 cells in all months except Jul. The most frequent reports 

being of dependent young (dy).  

GBS: 508 records from 33 sites with reports of breeding from 12 sites. Breeding observations 

throughout the year with 47 records of dy and four of ih. Maximum 100/4wk Jan Jerrabomberra 

GrM16 (HaL2). 

 

Pink-eared Duck   Malacorhynchus membranaceus  Uncommon, non-breeding visitor 

A nomadic inland species, whose presence is dependent on 

water levels at lakes such as LGeo/LBath. 

General: There has been a very large decline in the number of 

birds reported from the COG AoI this year. The index of 

abundance and the average number of birds reported have both 

declined by over 60% with the maximum number of birds 

reported declining from 6600 last year to 640/23 Aug LGeo SE 

GrT10 (LeM1). The decline continues from the large numbers 

reported during 2013-14. Reported throughout the year with 

most records from JWNR, MFNR and FSW, 

Queanbeyan and Bungendore. A most 

interesting breeding record from MFNR Big 

Dam, the first for the area, with 8 small 

ducklings reported on 14 Mar (SmA1) 

reducing to 5 by 13 Apr (CaR3). See CBN 41 

(2) (2016). 

GBS: A single record 2/16 May 

Jerrabomberra GrM16 (HaL2). 

 

  
Ian Sutton 
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Australasian Shoveler   Anas rhynchotis  Uncommon, breeding visitor 

Can be seen throughout the year on larger bodies of water. 

General: Population indices similar to last year and well down 

from the large number reported during 2013-14 and the 

exceptional number between 1992-93 and 1995-96. The 

maximum number of birds reported 235/27 Sep LGeo E GrT09 

(LeM1), with the next highest being 82/6 Mar FSP (SmA1), is 

similar to the 221 reported last year whilst the index of 

abundance is virtually the same (0.48 this 

year cf 0.44). Most records from JWNR with 

19 observations of more than 50 individuals 

all at FSP (GrL14) apart from the 235 at 

LGeo. A single breeding record dy/25 Oct 

WBPD (CuR1). 

GBS. Two observations 2/1wk Dec and 

2/1wk Apr Jerrabomberra GrM16 (HaL2). 

 

 

 

 

Grey Teal   Anas gracilis  Very common, breeding resident 

Commonly observed throughout the region. 

General: A large decrease in the number reported. The 

maximum number decreased from 12300 last year to 6300/23 

Aug LGeo GrT10 (LeM1) with a greater than 55% reduction in 

the abundance and average number of birds reported. Numbers 

returning to more average levels after the highs of 2013-2015. 

Breeding reported from 6 locations: Mulligans Flat Big Dam 

(GrL11), North Oval OôConnor, JWNR, Bonner, Lyneham 

Wetlands and Carwoola (GrO16). All records of dy apart from 

on/25 Oct JWNR (SmA1).  

GBS: 101 records, same as last year from 7 sites with reported indices similar to last year. Max 

18/4wk Apr Giralang GrK12 (KaD1), mean 3.4, median 2. 2 breeding records: dy/1wk Dec 

Jerrabomberra GrM16 (HaL2) and dy/1wk Jan Giralang GrK12 (KaD1). 

 

Chestnut Teal    Anas castanea     Uncommon, breeding resident 

Less frequently observed than Grey Teal. 

General: Very little change in the abundance (0.06) or reporting 

rate (1.6%) from last year despite an increase in the average 

number of birds from 2.9 to 4.3 and a large increase in the 

maximum number reported from 25 to 250/29 Jun LGeo E 

GrT09 (LeM1). Reported throughout the year though less 

frequently during the winter months. Breeding report from 

3 sites: dy/11 Oct Bredbo (TaN1), dy/12 Dec Campbell Park 

GrM13 (AnI1) and dy/13, 20 and 28 Dec JWNR (SmA1). 

GBS. A single observation 3/1wk Feb Gleneagles (PeH2). 

 

Female by Leo Berzins 
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Northern Mallard    Anas platyrhynchos    Rare, breeding resident 

The status of this exotic feral species as a wild bird in this region 

is in doubt. This species has only been recorded a very few 

times in Australia and not in this region. However, COG has 

been reporting the occurrence of introduced feral domestic 

Mallards. This past practice will be continued this year, with a 

view to reviewing the situation soon. The status of Black Duck 

ï Mallard hybrids will also be reviewed. 

General: A similar abundance (0.003) and reporting rate 

(0.2%) as last year. Reported from 6 sites with max 5/25 Oct 

WBPD (CuR1). Virtually all records during the spring and autumn. Note that WBPD is a hot spot 

for Northern Mallard, Domestic Duck and Black Duck-Mallard hybrid and possibly are all the same 

birds. 

GBS: Number of records well down from last year (9 cf 38) with a 76% decrease in abundance. 

Reported from 2 sites: Crace (GrK11) and Giralang (GrK12), all single birds. 

 

Pacific Black Duck   Anas superciliosa    Very common, breeding resident 

A very familiar duck in the region. 

General: Population indices (abundance, reporting rate, 

average number of birds) remain like last year, the only 

difference being a decrease in the maximum number of birds 

seen from 309 to 180/2 Aug JWNR (SmA1). There was an 

increase in the number of breeding records with an increase 

from 18 to 24 in the number of cells producing breeding events. 

Most records were of dy with breeding records throughout the 

year except for Aug and June 

GBS: 384 records from 17 sites. Max 60/1wk Mar Giralang 

(McD4), mean 6.8, median 3. Breeding at 6 sites: Giralang (McD4), Curtin (AjR1), Burra (AnI1), 

Jerrabomberra (HaL2), Crace (LeF1) and Acton (RoS1). All breeding records between Oct and Jan 

except for a copulation in Mar. 19 of the 21 breeding records were dy. 

 

Hardhead   Aythya australis    Common, breeding visitor 

A diving duck often seen in deeper waters. 

General: There was an increase in the reporting rate (9.6%) and 

abundance of around 18% from last year with no change in the 

average number of birds reported (10.5) but a large increase in 

the maximum number reported from 400 to 960/20 Sep LBath 

S. Morass Gr08 (LeM1) with the next highest number being 

210/20 Dec FSP GrL14 (SmA1). Reported throughout the year 

with no breeding observations. 

GBS: 76 records from 3 sites: Jerrabomberra (HaL2), Crace 

(LeF1) and Giralang (KaD1). An increase in abundance from 

last year with max 48/4wk Jan Jerrabomberra GrM16 (HaL2) mean 10.3. median 4. 
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Blue-billed Duck   Oxyura australis    Rare, breeding resident 

A diving duck with a distinctive bill. Declared vulnerable in New South Wales. 

General: Reported from four sites; FSP (SmA1), BSP (McD1), JWNR and MFNR (MiP1) with max 

5/30 Aug, 13 Dec and 14 Feb FSP (SmA1). Reported throughout the year although less frequently 

during autumn and winter.  

 

Black Duck-Mallard hybrid  

General: 30 records from 15 sites, all urban ponds, with a maximum of 6/16 Sep WBPD (LeM1). 

The difficulty of positive identification may well under-represent the frequency of hybridization 

within the local area. 

GBS: 21 observations, 19 last year with very similar population indices as last year. From 2 sites: 

Yarralumla (GrK14) and Curtin (GrK14). All records of single birds. 

 

Domestic Duck 

General: A 30% increase in abundance from last year with no increase in the reporting rate. 

Observations from many urban ponds and lakes also BuTYL (Gr S13) and Yass GrF03 with max 

11/17 Dec WBPD (LeM1). A single breeding record dy/13 Dec Cockcroft Avenue Pond Monash 

GrK17 (CaR3). 

 

Muscovy Duck   Cairina moschata 

General: 14 records from 8 sites, all urban ponds, all sightings of single, probably lonely, birds. A 

decrease in the abundance and reporting rate from last year with reporting from a similar number of 

cells (6) and a similar average number of bird reported (1.0). 

 

Domestic Goose (including previously identified Greylag Goose) 

General: 19 records from 7 sites with the maximum 4/22 Mar Queanbeyan Riverside Corridor GrN15 

(BuM1). 

 

PODICIPEDIDAE :   grebes 

 

Australasian Grebe   Tachybaptus novaehollandiae    Common, breeding resident 

An attractive species often observed on bodies of water in the region. 

General: A 30% increase in abundance with little change in the 

reporting rate. A 

large increase in 

the maximum 

number seen 

from 20 last year 

to 50/7 Feb 

Foxlow Lagoon 

GrS18 (BuM1), 

mean 3.3, median 2. Reported throughout the year, but 

less so in spring (17%). Breeding reported from many 

sites with 28 records of dy and 13 observations 

associated with nesting. 

GBS: 79 records from 6 sites: Giralang (KaD1 & McD4), Murrumbateman (BlJ1), Burra (AnI1), 

Jerrabomberra (HaL2) and Crace (LeF1). 2 breeding records of dy 20 Nov and 1 Jan Burra GrM20 

(AnI1). Recorded throughout the year with little change in any of the population indices. 

  

Tobias Hayashi 
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Hoary-headed Grebe   Poliocephalus poliocephalus    Common, breeding resident 

Prefers larger bodies of deeper water than the Australasian Grebe. 

General: A 54% increase in abundance from last year with no 

change in the reporting rate. The maximum number of birds 

250/18 May Lake Springfield Murrumbateman Gr08 (CoF1) 

was larger than the 105 reported last year. Reported evenly over 

the seasons. 18 records of 100 or more birds from different sites: 

Foxlow Lagoon (GrS18), FSP, LBath S Morass (Gr08) and 

Lake Springfield. A large increase in the number of breeding 

records from 7 sites: Casey Wetlands (ClJ3), Flemington Road 

Ponds (MiP1), Hume Wetlands (HeS1), Mountain Creek Road 

Dam GrG13 (SmA1), MFNR (MiP1), Stromlo Forest Park (MiP1) and Uriarra Station Dam (McI1). 

21 of the 27 breeding records of dy with birds associated with nests at Casey Wetlands, Stromlo 

Forest Park and Uriarra Station Dam. 

GBS: A single observation 2/19 Feb Jerrabomberra (HaL2).  

 

Great-crested Grebe   Podiceps cristatus    Rare, breeding visitor 

Very occasionally seen in the region. 

General: Reported on 3 occasions. A single bird at ANU on 20 Oct (MiP1), 2 birds from Black 

Mt Peninsula on 9 Feb (MiP1, SmA1) and a single bird at WBPD 28 Apr (DaC2, LeM1). 

 

COLUMBIDAE : pigeons and doves 

 

Rock Dove   Columba livia     Very common, breeding resident 

This introduced species is generally restricted to urban areas and this is reflected that there are almost 

no WOO records.  

General: There are 1546 records compared with 393 records 

just two years ago probably reflecting the very large rise in 

recording effort. Abundance is down 17% on last year but up 

142% on the 30YA. Reporting rate is down 8% on last year but 

up 95% on the 30YA. Max 190/30 Jan Campbell Park GrM13 

(SmA1), mean 9.1, median 5. 16 breeding records: earliest, 

ne/26 Jul Turner (BoC4); latest, br/2 Apr Theodore (BeM2).  

GBS:  There were 679 records compared with 637 last year. 

Abundance is down 2% on last year but up 57% on the 30YA. 

Average number sighted 8.7, median 5 with max 57/2wk Mar Ainslie (HaS3). 1 breeding record: 

di/5wk Oct Curtin (AjR1).  

 

White-headed Pigeon   Columba leucomela    Rare, non-breeding visitor 

Visitors presumably come from populations on the coastal plains and ranges to the east. 

General:  Most records over the past decade have been in winter and, to a lesser extent, spring. 

3 records each of single birds: earliest, 1/6 Jun Curtin (InC1); latest, 1/13 Jun OôConnor (InC1). 

Breeding not recorded. 

GBS:  No records for the second year in a row. 
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Spotted Dove   Streptopelia chinensis    Uncommon, breeding resident 

An introduced species. The preferred habitats remain urban ï 

including house gardens, parklands, and the vicinity of urban 

and peri-urban wetlands. There are two stories. In the general 

reports the metrics are of increase and expansion. In the GBS 

there is a decline in most metrics and a reduction in extent. The 

split may reflect the recent large increase of effort in general 

records. The continuing lack of WOO records is noteworthy. 

General:  343 records compared with 200 records last year 

from 27 grids cf 16 last year. Abundance is up 21% on last year 

and up 160% on the 10YA. Reporting rate is up 23% on last 

year and 128% on the 10YA and 280% on the 

30YA. Max 9/6 Mar JWNR (SmA1), mean 1.5, 

median 1. 2 breeding records, probably of the 

same attempt: earliest, ne/29 Jan Sullivans Creek 

ï Turner Parkland (FoW1) and latest ny/8 Feb 

(FoW1) in the same vicinity. 

GBS:  121 records down on 137 records last year 

from 17 sites down from 18 sites last year, mainly 

in North Canberra, and Curtin. Abundance is 

down 14% on last year but up 66% on the 30YA. 

Max 7/3wk Feb Giralang (McD4). 3 breeding 

records: nb/2wk Nov Curtin (AjR1) and 2 

instances of di around that time and place.  

 

Emerald Dove   Chalcophaps indica    Non-breeding vagrant 

General:  No records this year after the first ever record for the ACT two years ago. 

 

Common Bronzewing   Phaps chalcoptera    Common, breeding resident 

This species is generally recorded in woodlands, on dry ridges 

of mountain forests and very occasionally in the suburbs. 

General:  316 records up on 245 records last year from 54 grids 

up from 45 last year. The reporting rate is down 7% on last year 

and down 41% on the 30YA. Max 33/2 Apr Campbell Park 

(SmA1), mean 3.1, median 2. 6 breeding records this year, after 

2 last year: earliest, on/19 Aug Campbell Park (BuM1), latest 

dy/7 Jan Greenleigh (BiJ1). 

GBS:  101 records up from 63 last year, from 4 rural and 

7 suburban sites bordering nature reserves. Abundance is down 

63% on last year and up 7% on the 30YA. Max 4/2wk Nov Greenleigh (DeK1).  

 

Brush Bronzewing   Phaps elegans    Rare, breeding resident 

Historical records are generally restricted to well-watered habitats such those of the upper Cotter 

catchment. 

General:  No records this year for the second year in a row. 

 

  

Leo Berzins 
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Crested Pigeon   Ocyphaps lophotes    Very common, breeding resident 

Well-distributed in urban and rural areas and in woodlands, but largely absent from the wetter forests 

of the Cotter River catchment and surrounding NSW. 

General:  Records are up by around a third this year on last year 

but the abundance and reporting rate metrics are down. 

Abundance is down 12% on last year but up 111% on the 30YA. 

The reporting rate is down 8% on last year but up 57% on the 

30YA. Max 65/28 Mar Campbell Park (SmA1), mean 4.2, 

median 2. 32 breeding records compared with 17 last year: 

earliest, di/5 Sep Giralang GrK12 (McD4); latest, dy/14 May 

WBPD (BuM4). 

GBS:  2197 records down on 2300 last year. Abundance is down 2% on last year but up 79% on the 

30YA. Max 110/2wk Sep Kaleen GrK12 (ClM1), mean 4.5, median 3. 94 breeding records up from 

79 records last year: earliest, co/1wk Jul Campbell (LjT1); latest, dy/1wk Jun Ainslie (HaS3), with 

an early start for next season, nb/2wk Jun Ainslie (HaS3). 

 

Diamond Dove   Geopelia cuneata    Rare, non-breeding visitor/escapee 

Visitors are from the dry interior or escapees from aviaries. 

General:  A single record: 1/13 Jan Bibaringa GrH14 (MiP1). 

 

Peaceful Dove   Geopelia striata    Rare, non-reeding resident 

Over time this species has mostly been recorded at locations at 

or near the Murrumbidgee River. 

General: 31 records compared with 12 last year. Abundance is 

up 52% on last year and equal to the 30YA.  Max 8/13 Jan 

Bibaringa (MiP1), mean 2.3, and median 2. Seasonal 

distribution: winter 6%, spring 29% summer 26% and autumn 

39%. Breeding was not recorded. 

GBS: 3 records from the same location in Cook compared with 

9 records last year, in Aug, Oct and Dec (DiB1). 

 

Bar-shouldered Dove   Geopelia humeralis    Non- breeding vagrant 

A rare record for the ACT. Either a vagrant or an aviary escapee. 

General: 15 records, each of a single bird, clustered in three locations: Greenleigh Estate (Oct), Flynn 

(Dec) and. Bibaringa (Jan). Given the timing and locations, it is possible they are all sightings of the 

same bird as it moves about. Earliest record: 1/11 Oct Greenleigh Estate GrN15 (BiJ1); latest, 1/13 

Jan Bibaringa (SmA1).  

 

Wonga Pigeon   Leucosarcia melanoleuca    Rare, breeding resident 

This species is generally restricted to the wet forests of the Brindabellas, Tallaganda and the far south 

of the AoI. The gradual rise in records may reflect recovery from the 2003 fires ï although most 

metrics are still well below the 30YA. 

General:  12 records of 1 to 3 birds from 9 grid cells. Earliest 1/9 Jul Brindabella Road GrC16 

(DaC2); latest, 1/15 Mar Tallaganda State Forest - north Gr V19 (DaC2).   

GBS: No records for the second year in a row. Recorded only in 2013 and 1998. 

 

  



Canberra Bird Notes 42 (1) April 2017 

21 

PODARGIDAE :   frogmouths 

 

Tawny Frogmouth   Podargus strigoides    Common, breeding resident 

Observed in suburbs and woodlands in the ACT and AoI. 

General:  Abundance is up 1% on the previous year and up 

65% on the 30YA. The reporting rate is down 2% on the 

previous year but up 26% on the 30YA. Sighted throughout the 

year but more frequently in winter 31% and spring 37%. 

Breeding: 34 records, up from 23 last year. Earliest, on/10 Sep 

Cooleman Ridge (HoJ1); latest dy/16 Jan Fadden Hills Pond 

GrK16 (CaR3). 

GBS:  54 records from 4 rural and 4 suburban sites. Abundance 

is down 35% on the previous year but up 33% on the 30YA. 

The reporting rate is down 41% on the previous year but up 31% on the 30YA. 14 breeding records 

down from 22 last year: earliest, nb/5wk Jul Carwoola GrQ16 (BuM1); latest, dy/1wk Nov Pearce 

GrK15 (KrS1).  

 

CAPRIMULGIDAE :   nightjars 

 

White-throated Nightjar  Eurostopodus mystacalis    Rare, breeding summer visitor 

An occasional visitor from coastal area. 

General:  No records this year after 4 last year. Reported in about 1 year in 3 since 1983. 

 

Spotted Nightjar Eurostopodus argus      Non-breeding vagrant 

General: No records this year. The sole record for the ACT was of a single bird at Goorooyarroo NR 

on 18 Sep 2011.  

 

AEGOTHELIDAE :  owlet-nightjar  

 

Australian Owlet-nightjar    Aegotheles cristatus    Common, breeding resident 

Sparsely but widely distributed in wooded areas. 

General: 55 records, down from 73 records last year. 

Abundance down 52% on last year and down 18% on the 30YA. 

Reporting rate is 46% down on last year and down 19% on the 

30YA. It is possible that the reduction in records is almost 

entirely due to alleged illegal destruction of a well-known nest 

hollow tree in Campbell Park ï for long the most reliable place 

to observe 

this species 

in the ACT. Most sightings were in ACT peri-

urban woodlands mainly Campbell Park and the 

Pinnacle NR. Breeding not recorded. 

GBS: 39 records compared with 20 last year. 

Most records are from two rural sites: Wamboin 

GrQ12 (CoK2) and Greenleigh GrN15 (DeK1), 

with 2 records in Carwoola (BuM1). Breeding 

not recorded. 

 

  
Julian Robinson 
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APODIDAE:   swifts 

 

White-throated Needletail    

Hirundapus caudacutus    Uncommon, non-breeding summer migrant 

Records are highly associated with weather fronts. Although 

subject to considerable fluctuations there has been a gradual 

reduction in the reporting rate over the years since 1986. In the 

10-year block 1986 and 1995 the average reporting rate was 

1.9%, from 1996 ï 2005 it was 0.7% and from 2006 ï 2015 it 

was 0.4%. 

General: Abundance is down 89% on last year and down 88% 

on the 30YA. Reporting rate is down 11% on last year and down 

65% on the 30YA. Number of birds seen (174) is way down on 

last year (1141) and just over half the 30YA. Max 20/30 Jan 

Goorooyarroo NR (McD4), mean 5.6 and median 4. Earliest: 2/7 Jul ANU (RoV1); latest, 3/2 Apr 

Googong Northern Foreshore Gr016 (TwP1).  

GBS: 16 records cf 17 last year. Abundance is down 48% on last year and down 47% on the 30YA. 

Max 100/2wk Jan Weston (MaA2). Earliest record: 2/1wk Dec Cook (TaN1); latest, 6/4wk Mar Duffy 

(CaJ4).  

 

Fork-tailed Swift   Apus pacificus     Rare, non-breeding summer migrant 

This species is most often recorded in association with White-throated Needletails. Although the 

species is often absent in many years, the average reporting rate has remained steady around 0.1% 

over the years. 

General: 10 records this year following 1 record last year. Maximum number and also latest record: 

60/4 Oct JWNR (W S1). Earliest record: 1/1 Jan Mount Ainslie NR (CaM4).  

GBS: 2 records (none last year): 2/5wk Jan Curtin (AjR1) and 10/5wk Jan Duffy (CaJ4). 

 

Anhingidae:   darter 

 

Australian Darter   Anhinga novaehollandiae    Uncommon, breeding resident 

Seen foraging in local water-bodies with only its snake-like head and neck exposed, or drying itself 

in trees on the margins. 

General:  Many more records than usual at a healthy reporting 

rate of 4.9% against the 30YA of 3.5%. While darters were 

recorded from 20 widespread grid cells, 66% of the records 

came from a single grid (L14).  Numbers ranged from 1-15, 

average 2.5, median 2. They were recorded in every week, most 

commonly in autumn (33% of records), followed by summer 

30%, spring 19% and winter 18%. There were 10 breeding 

records, all from GrL14, from on/13 Sep to dy/8 Nov. For the 

first time, no breeding was recorded during COGôs boat trip along the Molonglo in February and 

numbers of birds were at an all-time low (Holland 2016). 

GBS: 45 records from 9 sites, though common only in Jerrabomberra at a site adjacent to water 

(HaL2). Recorded throughout the year, in 36 weeks, most commonly in summer with 40% of the 

records. The reporting rate of 1.5% is well up on the 30YA of 0.3%, suggesting perhaps that there are 

more GBS sites overlooking water, and that the birds may be adapting to more territories than their 

original haunt along Molonglo Reach.  
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Phalacrocoracidae:  cormorants  

 

Little Pied Cormorant     Phalacrocorax melanoleucos      Common breeding resident 

Can be regularly found on the various bodies of water in and around Canberra. 

General:  Our most widespread (from 71 grid cells) and 

commonly recorded cormorant. A huge increase in record 

numbers, up nearly 500% on the 30YA. The reporting rate too 

at 10.3% is steadily increasing over the long-term average of 

8.5%. Normally seen in low numbers, but max 31/25 Jan 

Yerrabi Pond (MiP1), mean 2.2, median 1. Recorded throughout 

the year: winter 17%, spring 19%, summer 28% and autumn 

36%. 1 breeding record: on/29 Oct Tuggeranong Dam (FrM1).  

However, there have been reports of breeding on the upper 

reaches of the new Cotter Dam (Holland 2016, p. 6). 

GBS: Fewer records than last year but still well up on the long-term average in terms of record 

numbers and reporting rate. Recorded evenly throughout the year, over 51 weeks, from 8 urban and 

2 rural sites. Relatively common only in Jerrabomberra, Giralang and Curtin. Max 12/27 Nov 

Murrumbateman GrI06 (BlJ1), mean 2.6, median 2. 

 

Great Cormorant   Phalacrocorax carbo    Common, breeding resident 

Commonly found on the urban lakes and wetlands. 

General:  As with all the cormorants, the number of records and 

reporting rate of the Great Cormorant have soared over the last 

30 years, with the new urban wetlands a major contributing 

factor. Recorded in every week of the year, with fewer winter 

records (14%), followed by 29% in spring, 31% in summer and 

26% in autumn ï a usual pattern for the species.  Max 46/7 Feb 

Pine Island (CaR3), mean 2.9, median 2. From 35 widespread 

grid cells, though 34% of records came from GrL14. One 

breeding record: on/1 May QSP GrN15 (BuM1).  

GBS: 72 records, slightly down on last year but massively up on the 30YA of 17.3 records and 

A value=0.0519 cf 0.0175. Recorded in 42 weeks, with a seasonal pattern like that of the general 

records. Range 1-10 birds, max 10/4wk Sep Giralang (KaD1) mean 2.1, median 1. From 7 sites, but 

relatively common only in Jerrabomberra GrM16 (HaL2). 

 

Little Black Cormorant   Phalacrocorax sulcirostris    Very common, breeding resident 

This species flocks in larger numbers in this region than other cormorants. 

General:  Total number of birds seen 7609 is 3 times that of last 

year and 11 times the 30YA. Max 268/3 Apr JWNR (SmA1), 

mean 12.9, median 2. The reporting rate of 5.1% was up 21% 

on the 30YA. Recorded in every week of the year: winter 7%, 

spring 18%; summer 39%; and autumn 36% ï more summer and 

autumn records than usual. From 39 widespread grid cells, with 

39% of records from GrL14. No breeding recorded.  

GBS: Fewer records than last year, but the reporting rate of 

2.3% remains well up on the 30YA of 0.7%. From 36 weeks, 

following the seasonal pattern of the general records, and from 10 sites, especially Giralang, 

Jerrabomberra and LBG.  
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Pied Cormorant   Phalacrocorax varius    Rare, non-breeding visitor 

The least common of the locally occurring cormorants. 

General:  84 records, at a reporting rate of 0.7%, well up on the 

30YA of 0.5%. From 9 urban grid cells, with 65% of the records 

coming from JWNR and other parts of GrL14.  Numbers ranged 

from 1-9 birds, max 9/8 Nov JWNR GrL14 (SmA1), mean 3.3, 

median 2. Recorded in 35 weeks between 11 Jul and 29 Apr.  No 

breeding recorded. 

GBS: No records. Reported in only 7 years of the GBS. 

 

PELECANIDAE : pelican 

 

Australian Pelican   Pelecanus conspicillatus    Common, non-breeding visitor 

Seen on all wetlands but appears to favour JWNR. 

General:  More records than last year, and the reporting rate of 

4.9% was up 16% on the 30YA. A total of 3408 birds were seen, 

9 more than last year, and almost 4 times the 30YA. Numbers 

ranged from 1-52, with max 52/18 Oct JWNR (SmA1), mean 

6.2, median 2. Recorded from 30 widespread grid cells, with 

71% of records coming from GrL14, including JWNR. Recorded 

in every week of the year: winter 17%, spring 25%, summer 42% 

and autumn 16%. As expected, no breeding was recorded. There 

have been only 4 reports of breeding in the COG AoI since 1983. 

GBS: 66 records, over 38 weeks, from 12 sites, common only in Jerrabomberra (HaL2), LTug (HaA2) 

and LBG (RoS1). Range 1-17 birds, max 17/5wk May Yarralumla (OnP1) mean 1.9, median 1.  

 

ARDEIDAE :  bitterns, herons and egrets  

 

Australasian Bittern   Botaurus poiciloptilus    Non-breeding vagrant 

Declared endangered in NSW and the Commonwealth, and rarely seen in the COG AoI. 

General:  4 records, well down on last year, all from Rose Lagoon (sightings of 2 birds between 

4 Sep (LaK1) and 27 Oct (AnF1)). The number of records last year was an exceptional high, and 

before that the most records were in 1996 (6 records), with the species being reported only 10 times 

in the period 1982-2014. 

GBS:  No records this year. Only 2 records of this species in the GBS, in 2012 and 2013.  

 

Little Bittern   Ixobrychus minutus    Rare, breeding visitor 

Rarely seen in our area of interest. 

General:  A single record of 1 bird on 10 Nov at Yarramundi Reach (MiP1). 
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White-necked Heron   Ardea pacifica    Uncommon, breeding visitor 

Occasionally seen in and around local bodies of water. 

General:  Reporting rate (1%) down 60% on last year but still 

up 36% on the 30YA. Most records were expectedly of 1 or 2 

birds (mean 1.3, median 1). Max 7/15 Oct Wet Lagoon GrS02 

(AnF1). Most records were in spring (51%) and summer (23%), 

with fewer in winter (9%) and autumn (17%). No breeding 

recorded; breeding only recorded in 1996, 1997 and 2014.  

GBS:  3 records from 2 sites is way down on last year and on the 

10 and 30YAs. Abundance well under the record highs of the 

2 previous years. 2 records were from Wamboin of single birds in 3 wk Oct and Dec (CoK2) while 

the other was of a single bird in 4 wk Mar at Giralang (McD4).  

 

Great Egret   Ardea alba  Uncommon, non-breeding visitor 

Has become more common in shallow waters across the region. 

General:  Reporting rate (2.2%) down 13% on last year, and 

down 13% on the 10YA but up 15% on the 30YA. Records were 

from scattered sites, JWNR (148 records) and Goulburn 

Wetlands (30) being the most prolific. Most records were 

expectedly of 1 or 2 birds (median 1); mean of 1.2 (slightly less 

than last year) with max 6/21 Dec Goulburn Wetlands GrZ01 

(AnF1). Records were not spread as evenly as last year: 

spring 29%, summer 29%, autumn 35%, and winter 7%.  

GBS:  42 records of generally single birds (occasionally up to 3) 

at Giralang Pond, reported from 2 different sites adjoining the pond (McD4 and KaD1) throughout 

the year, being recorded in 35 weeks. The other 3 records were at Red Hill (WaR4), Jerrabomberra 

(HaL2) and Ainslie (HoS1).  

 

Intermediate Egret   Ardea intermedia  Rare, non-breeding visitor 

Occasionally single birds are observed in our region. 

General:  Generally single birds were observed by multiple 

observers over limited times at a small number of sites with the 

majority at JWNR/FSP between late Oct and mid-Jun (SmA1, 

W S1, BuM1, WyP1 and several others); MFNR (SmA1, MiP1); 

Parkes Way and Rose Lagoon. Max 4/4 Jul JWNR (AwB1). 

Reporting 

rate 0.9% is 

55% up on 

last year, 

58% up on the 10YA and more than double the 

30YA. Unlike last year, most records (68%) were 

in autumn rather than summer, a return to the 

pattern of the previous 3 years 

GBS:  1 record this year, down from 3 records 3 

years ago: 1/3wk Mar Acton (RoS1). 

 

  
Leo Berzins 
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Cattle Egret   Ardea ibis  Uncommon, non-breeding visitor 

Occasionally seen in grassy surrounds of bodies of water, sometimes in flocks of up to 30. 

General:  Since 2012 there has been an increase in the numbers 

reported for this species, with the number of birds reported (736) 

being 12 fewer than last year. Most records were from 

JWNR/FSP (94) with a few from other Canberra wetlands, 

MFNR and sites in NSW. Max 63/22 Nov JWNR (SmA1), 

mean 5.8 and median 2. Reporting rate 1.1% is down 34% on 

last year but the same as the 10 & 30YA. Most records in spring 

(46%) and autumn (32%) with the lowest in summer (6%). 

Probably 2 large flocks were reported at JWNR in Nov and again 

in Apr. 

GBS:  9 records from 5 sites between 2wk Sep and 2wk May: 5 sightings at Giralang Pond in Sep/Oct, 

including 20/4w Oct (KaD1 & McD4); 1 sighting at Curtin 4Wk Apr (AjR1); 2 sightings of 1-2 birds 

at Jerrabomberra (HaL2); and 1 sighting of a single bird at Gleneagles 2w May (PeH2). Abundance 

is less than half that of last year, but still twice the 10YA and 30YA.  

 

White-faced Heron   Egretta novaehollandiae    Common, breeding resident 

Often seen on water margins of bodies of water of all sizes across the region. 

General: The reporting rate (10.9%) is about the same as last 

year and the 10 & 30YAs. The reporting rate has wobbled around 

10% since 1995. Records were from many sites scattered across 

105 grid cells and throughout the year (winter 16%, spring 26%, 

summer 29%, autumn 29%). Max 16/18 Jul Wet Lagoon (AnF1) 

with mean 1.6 and median 1. 20 breeding records: first nb/2 Sep 

Murrumbidgee R, Tharwa (HeS1), and last ny/4 Jan Norwood 

Park Crematorium (HeS1). 

GBS:  194 records from 23 sites spread across 17 grid cells 

maintains a current high level in GBS records. Abundance is still near the record high of last year. 

Records were spread throughout the year (slightly lower in winter 15%) with max 6/2wk Feb Giralang 

(KaD1), mean 1.4, and median 1. Records were from 17 suburban and 6 rural sites, mostly near 

bodies of water. No breeding records this year, having been recorded in only 4 years since the start 

of the survey.  

 

Little Egret    Egretta garzetta      Rare, non-breeding visitor 

Very occasionally seen in the margins of water bodies 

General: 2 records only this year, both at JWNR: 1/16 Jan (SmA1) and 2/17 Mar (LuN1).  

 

Nankeen Night-Heron   Nycticorax caledonicus    Uncommon, breeding visitor 

Nocturnal feeding habits may lead to under-reporting. 

General: Reporting rate (0.4%) is down 46% on last year, down 

60% on the 10YA and down 49% on the 30YA. Max 4/24 Oct 

JWNR (MaR5), mean 1.2 (1.7 last year), median 1. Records 

mainly from summer 48% with spring 40%, winter 12% and 

none in autumn. No breeding recorded.  

GBS:  17 records from 3 sites is 50% down on last year. Reports 

of 1 - 2 birds throughout the year from Giralang (McD4). 

13 records from the 2 sites overlooking Giralang Pond (KaD1 

and McD4) over the period Jul to May, recorded over 15 weeks and 4 records from Jerrabomberra 

(HaL2). Abundance down 60% on last year, but up 27% on the 10YA and more than twice the 30YA. 
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THRESKIORNITHIDAE :  ibises and spoonbills 

 

Glossy Ibis   Plegadis falcinellus  Rare, non-breeding visitor 

An occasional visitor to marshy areas across the region. 

General:  5 records this year, up from 3 last year, of up to 18 birds in Oct at JWNR (SmA1 and 

AnF1) and a single bird at the ANU in Dec (MiP1).  

 

Australian White Ibis    Threskiornis molucca  Common, breeding resident 

A regular inhabitant of wetlands around the region. 

General: The reporting rate (8.8%) is 24% up on last year, and 

is up 50% on the 10YA and 75% up on the 30YA. The reporting 

rate reached a nadir of 2% in 2005. Since then there has been 

a steady increase over the years to reach its present value. 

Max 415/2Apr Fadden (CaR3), mean 16.3, and median 3. Most 

records in the warmer months ï spring (41%), summer (34%) 

autumn (18%) and winter (7%). 1 breeding record: ny/23 Nov 

Hickey Rd Sutton GrN11 (McD1). 

GBS:  267 records from 24 sites continues the gradual increase 

since 2007. Recorded in many weeks at sites adjacent to well-watered grassy spaces or bodies of 

water. Max 370/2wk Feb Oxley (WaJ3), mean 13.9 and median 4. No breeding, only 1 record in 2009 

(co).  

 

Straw-necked Ibis   Threskiornis spinicollis  Common, non-breeding visitor 

Often seen on well-watered grasslands, including playing fields and golf courses. 

General:  A third of records from JWNR & FSP but also from 

many widespread sites including suburban playing fields and 

peri-urban wetlands. Reporting rate (3.8%) about the same as 

last year and a little above the 10 & 30YA. Records higher in 

autumn (41%) with an even spread across the other seasons. 

Max 500/2 Sep Goulburn Wetlands (AnF1), mean 21.2 (1.5 

times last year) and median 6. There were 20 counts of 100 or 

more birds. No breeding reported.  

GBS:  73 records from 20 sites is up 

59% on last year, and the A value is 

almost 3 times that of last year. The 

number of bird observed rose to 922 

this year from 331 last year. Max 

50/4wk Jan Bonner (GrB1), mean 

12.6 and median 8, all considerably 

higher than last year. Reports varied 

across the year: winter 19%, spring 

10%, summer 12% and autumn 59%. 

Most records (15) from Curtin 

(AJR1). No breeding recorded.  

 

  

Julian Robinson 
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Royal Spoonbill   Platalea regia  Uncommon, breeding visitor 

An irruptive species, sometimes appearing in small groups in wetlands across the region. 

General:  While the number of records is just below last year 

(with more grid cells covered) the number of birds reported is 

only 129 cf 206 last year, and the reporting rate (0.8%) is 33% 

down on last year. As with some other ñuncommonò species, the 

bulk of the reports document 1 or 2 birds seen by multiple 

observers over extended periods of time at the site. 38% of 

records were JWNR and other sites include Goulburn Wetlands 

(6 records), MFNR (18) and Forde Pond (5). Max 4/18 Dec 

JWNR (MaL2), mean 1.5 (cf 2.2 last year), median 1. Most 

records were from the warmer months (winter 1%, spring 32%, summer 43%, autumn 24%). No 

breeding recorded.  

GBS:  10 records from Giralang Pond (KaD1), with reports of 1 - 4 birds between 1wk Dec and 3wk 

Apr. Recorded in only 10 years of the survey. 

 

Yellow-billed Spoonbill    Platalea flavipes  Uncommon, non-breeding visitor 

Occasionally seen in small groups in wetlands, including small bodies of water. 

General: Not a big year for this species with fewer records from 

JWNR (28%), MFNR (34%), and a couple each from Rose and 

Wet Lagoons. Reporting rate (0.3%) was 65% down on last year, 

down 58% on the 10YA and 71% on the 30YA. Max 40/2 Aug 

LGeo (LeM1), mean 3 (nearly double last yearôs), median 1. In 

contrast to last year, records spread evenly throughout the 

seasons with winter 20%, spring 25%, summer 21% and autumn 

23%. 

GBS:  No records this year. Recorded only 5 times in the GBS.  

 

ACCIPITRIDAE :   kites, harriers, goshawks, eagles 

 

Osprey   Pandion haliaetus    Non-breeding vagrant 

Declared vulnerable in NSW. There have been only 3 sightings of this species, possibly of dispersing 

young, since the first endorsed record in 2011. 

General: No records this year. 

 

Black-shouldered Kite   Elanus axillaris    Uncommon, breeding resident 

Numbers fluctuate according to the availability of suitable food, 

such as mice, small mammals and grasshoppers. 

General: More records than last year and up 245% on the 30YA 

but not a ñboomò year for the species, the last of which was 2011-

12. The reporting rate of 2.4% was well down on the 30YA of 

3.5%, a trend common to most of our raptors. Numbers ranged 

from 1-3, with an average of 1.2. These kites were recorded in 51 

weeks, with an autumn peak of 39% of records. Records came 

from 42 widespread grid cells, covering rural grasslands and 

nature reserves on the urban fringes. One breeding event was recorded: on/10 Apr Michelago (CaR3).  

GBS: 21 records, and 42% down on the 30YA. The reporting rate was similarly down, 0.7% against 

the 30YA of 1.3%. Numbers ranged from 1-2, across 7 sites, most frequently in Curtin and Giralang 

but common in none. Recorded in 18 weeks, again peaking in autumn, 

  


